
 CORRUPT
 KILLER

KEEP UP THE STRUGGLE ON THE STREETS

BORIS JOHNSON is  responsible 
for the deaths of over 128,000 
people.  He has shown no 
remorse—and instead willed the 
bodies to “pile high”.

He is up to his neck in corruption 
scandals, and cannot be allowed to 
get away with his crimes.

The prime minister and his cro-
nies must be kicked out of office—
for good.

LIAR JOHNSON HAS GOT TO GO

MILLIONS UNDER ATTACK FROM 
THE RIGHT >>PAGES 10&11REPORTS FROM PROTESTS >>PAGES 4&5

WHO IS TO BLAME 
FOR UNEQUAL 
WORLD?
DOES VACCINATION RATE SHOW 
WORKERS GAIN?  >>Pages 14&15
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STATE

Cop who beat 
black woman isn’t 
facing charges
A METROPOLITAN Police 
officer who beat a black 
woman 34 times with a baton 
is not facing assault charges.

Benjamin Kemp handcuffed 
the 17 year old woman, who 
has learning disabilities, 
sprayed her face with CS 
spray and repeatedly beat her.

A panel found him guilty of 
gross misconduct.
>>Page 7

PALESTINE

Israeli apartheid 
unmasked in 
brutal report
ISRAEL HAS not been 
able to refute any part of 
a bombshell report that 
charged it with apartheid.

The report shows how 
Israel’s existence depends 
on repressing Palestinians. 

And it commits 
“inhumane acts” to 
keep control of occupied 
Palestinian territories.
>>Pages 10&11

SCOTLAND

New book shows 
how British state 
could break
ELECTIONS IN Scotland 
this week could pose 
a major threat to Boris 
Johnson’s government.

The results could 
intensify demands for a new 
referendum on independence. 
This would deal a blow to the 
world’s oldest imperial power.
>>Page 16
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Oil and gas firms lobbying  
for the military in Myanmar
OIL AND gas firms are 
pressing governments hard 
not to impose any meas-
ures on Myanmar that 
might hurt their profits.

What are the deaths of 
750 protesters compared to 
making money?

In the lead is Chevron 
which so far this year 
has spent £1.7 million on 
lobbying.

According to the New York 
Times newspaper, “Chevron 
has dispatched lobbyists—
including some former  federal 
government officials, one of 
whom appears to have left 
the State Department just last 
month—to  agencies, includ-
ing the state  department and 
key congressional offices, 
to warn against any sanc-
tions that might disrupt its 
 operations in Myanmar.”

Chevron, the second-largest 

oil and gas producer in the 
US, has a longstanding rela-
tionship with Myanmar Oil 
and Gas Enterprise.

This is a state-owned 
 company that is closely 
connected to the military 
generals who seized power 
in Febraury.

One of the military’s 
largest sources of revenue, 

bankrolling up to 70 percent 
of its operations in some 
recent years, is a gas field 
known as Yadana.

The field has been  operated 
since the 1990s by the French 
energy company Total in part-
nership with a Thai-owned 
oi l  and gas  company, 
Myanmar’s state-owned com-
pany and Chevron. After 

taxes and other payments to 
the Myanmar government, 
Chevron has been netting 
annual profits of £70  million 
to £100 million from its stake 
in Yadana and a  pipeline com-
pany that  transports the gas 
from Myanmar to Thailand.

The company assures us 
that it is thinking only of 
the welfare of Myanmar’s 
people.

B r a d e n  R e d d a l l , 
 spokesperson for Chevron, 
said, “We condemn the vio-
lations of the human rights 
in Myanmar and we support 
the people of this country 
in their journey towards a 
modern democracy, peaceful 
and prosperous. 

“But if we do not pay our 
taxes, we are in breach of 
contract, which could put 
employees at excessive risk 
of criminal prosecution.”

lTHE FLAT at 11 Downing Street, home to Boris 
Johnson’s wallpaper, has had the equivalent 

of £646,000 spent on it since 1997. Blair spent 
£410,000—the wallpaper was only £70 a roll. 
Gordon Brown spent nothing. David and Cameron 
spent more than £105,000. Theresa May spent 
virtually nothing, but did buy a new bed. Andy 
Street, the Tory mayor of the West Midlands was  
boss of John Lewis at the time. He arranged 
for her to have a have a private bounce on the 
beds in the nearest store to her constituency.

‘Get stuff done’ for 
Labour MP for free
LABOUR SHADOW minister 
Tan Dhesi has been warned 
to “pay people what they 
are worth” after trying to 
recruit unpaid volunteers 
to carry out “long term” 
work in his office.

A job advert on Working 
For An MP asked for 
“committed” people 
“passionate about helping 
others” and who “take 
satisfaction from getting 
stuff done” to volunteer for 
the Slough MP for no pay.

Tasks for the role 
included answering the 
phone, opening post, 
updating Dhesi’s website, 
writing to constituents, 
monitoring media coverage 
and other basi c admin.

Most are jobs which would 
normally be carried out by a 

caseworker or parliamentary 
assistant, positions which 
would attract a salary 
of around £30,000.

The ad was removed 
minutes after HuffPost UK 
contacted the Labour Party.

A source close to Dhesi 
said the advert was placed 
due to an administration 
error and the Slough MP 
had been unaware. 

Evening Standard not 
reporting Cameron
MOST OF the media 
has now raised 
questions over David 
Cameron’s involvement 
in the Greensill lobbying 
scandal.

But the Evening 
Standard has remained 
largely aloof.

Private Eye magazine 
points out, “As the 
scandal has grown, so the 
paper has been forced to 
give it more coverage. 

“But it has still not 
managed to publish a 
headline referencing 
Cameron’s role in more 
than a month,  preferring 
to look in the opposite 
direction—‘Sunak has 
questions to answer over 
Greensill’.”

After the departure of 
former Tory chancellor 
George Osborne last 
month, the Standard 
is edited by Cameron’s 
wife’s sister Emily 
Sheffield.

Unplanned Tory 
road ahead 
A FORMER No 10 adviser 
is locked in a war of 
words with officials after 
steaming ahead with 
unauthorised work at her 
stately home.

Emma Harrison—
reportedly worth around 
£70 million—is putting in 
a new road and car park at 
12th Century Thornbridge 
Hall.

But planners say work at 
the Grade II‑listed site does 
not have permission, and 
officials want the work put 
on hold. 

But Harrison —who quit 
as then Tory prime minister 
David Cameron’s “Back 
To Work” tsar—blames a 
“misunderstanding”.

Thornbridge boasts a 
music room, pool and spa, 
a bar, nightclub, vast dining 
room, 16 bedrooms and 
42 toilets.

The Peak District 
National Park Authority 
said no permission had 
been granted for the work 
to construct a driveway, 
car park and substantial 
building. 

Harrison founded Action 
4 Employment, which 
handled millions of pounds 
worth of public sector 
contracts to get people 
back to work.

She stepped down as 
chair and government tsar 
in 2012 amid outcry when 
she got £8.6 million in 
share dividends, on top of 
a £365,000 salary.

Williamson’s 
job hunt 
GAVIN WILLIAMSON, the 
tarantula‑loving education 
secretary, has been busy 
spinning his own  
web. 

The former defence 
secretary was sacked in 
2019 for leaking plans to 
allow the Chinese telecoms 
giant Huawei to help to 
build Britain’s 5G mobile 
internet network, His allies 
have been lobbying and 
talking to the papers.  

They want Boris Johnson 
not to ditch him from the 
cabinet when Johnson 
carries out a reshuffle this 
year. 

One suggestion made 
to the prime minister was 
to make Williamson the 
Northern Ireland secretary.

But that has been firmly 
rejected because the 
spooks still think he is a 
security risk, apparently. 

Williamson expects 
to return to his former 
position as chief whip.

The job presumably is 
based on telling secrets 
about MPs rather than 
keeping them.

Gordon Brown in that flat

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I want to see 
my colleagues 
on these 
demonstrations 
kitted up from the 
beginning. And 
I’m not overly 
concerned about 
anything other 
than protecting 
my colleagues’
Ken Marsh, chair of the 
Metropolitan Police Federation

‘It’s a cocktail 
of colonialism, 
misunderstood 
William Morris, 
manufactured 
and manicured 
eclecticism and 
fussy fabric’
Edwin Heathcote, Financial 
Times design critic, on the 
style of Lulu Lytle, Boris 
Johnson’s flat designer

‘My husband 
wouldn’t have to 
cancel all his very 
important NHS 
procurement 
meetings on an 
afternoon to go 
and answer an 
urgent question 
about curtains’
The Daily Mail’s Sarah Vine on 
the corruption scandal’s real 
victim, Michael Gove
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£840
A ROLL of Dianthus wallpaper 
from designer Lulu Lytle—
employed by Boris Johnson

£240 
PAY RISE for a year for  
band 3 nursing assistant if 
1 percent pay rise is imposed 

Emily Sheffield and David Cameron

Riot police in Myanmar

 

Tan Dhesi



School staff can’t cope 
THROUGHOUT THE pandemic 
schools have been a breeding 
ground for the virus. The easing 
of lockdown without vaccinations 
available to most younger people 
is likely to lead to an increase of 
infections among students. 

And historical cuts 
to the jobs of health 
workers in schools has 
only made the virus 
much harder to manage. 

Professor Gabriel 
Scally of the Independent 
Sage group said, “The 
difficulty with mobilising 
school staff (to manage 
the pandemic) is that 
we’ve got such poor 
levels of staffing.

“At the beginning of the 
pandemic, we have 2,000 school 
nurses in all of England. Ten years 
ago there were 3,000. 

“In New York one of the first 
things they did at the start of 
the pandemic was they recruited 

more nurses so they had 
a full-time school nurse 
for every school.

“That level of staffing 
is what’s needed.”

The need for more 
school nurses has been 
noted in Scotland. The 
county of Lanarkshire is 
currently looking to triple 
school nurse recruitment 
in order to deal with 
increased demands. 

Stress pushing 
workers to quit 
their NHS jobs
THE NHS is not prepared for 
another coronavirus wave.

Long hours, low pay, 
punishing shift patterns and 
the impact of Covid-19 are 
forcing health workers out.

One analysis showed the 
number of nurses and health 
visitors leaving the profession 
last year was up by 50 
percent since 2010-11.

And the figures showed a 
182 percent increase in nurses 
and health visitors quitting 
over work-life balance. 

And on top of that 
thousands of doctors are 
planning to quit the NHS. 

Retiring
Almost one in three are 
thinking about retiring 
early while a quarter are 
considering taking a career 
break. And a fifth are 
weighing up quitting to do 
something else according to 
British Medical Association 
findings.

The government’s refusal 
to recommend more than 
a 1 percent NHS pay rise is 
adding to the pressures

Labour’s shadow Health 
Minister Justin Madders said, 
“The last year has seen NHS 
workers perform heroically 
but for many, the offer of a 
real terms pay cut will be 
the last straw so government 
need to urgently reconsider 
their approach otherwise the 
exodus we have seen in recent 
years will become a flood.

“Years of pay freezes, 
record vacancies and 
relentless pressure are 
having their effect with hard 
pressed staff voting with 
their feet.”

Good words, but Labour 
doesn’t back the 15 percent 
pay rise workers want.

Britain remains in danger 
despite lockdown lifting
by SAM ORD

THE MEDIA is abuzz with talk 
of relaxing and lifting lockdown 
restrictions and virus cases are 
low in Britain at the moment. But 
that doesn’t mean that the risks 
have gone away completely. 

The government was expected to 
release its list of permitted interna-
tional travel destinations later this 
week.

But the deadline set by the 
Commons  T ranspor t  Se l e c t 
Committee for grading the safety of 
countries using a traffic light system 
has been missed. 

This is due to the discovery of sev-
eral cases of the Brazilian and South 
African Covid-19 variants in Tower 
Hamlets, east London.

The Department of Health and 
Social Care has announced that surge 
testing will now be implemented in 
the borough.

The ban on overseas holidays 
will be lifted on 17 May with only 
a restricted number of countries 
 categorised as safe.

Restrictions
But the allowed travel destinations, 
as shown in the previous lifting of 
travel restrictions, have already 
raised some concerns. 

This has led some in parliament to 
oppose the lifting of the travel ban in 
fear of new variants and virus muta-
tions. The All Party Parliamentary 
Group on coronavirus asks the gov-
ernment to “discourage all interna-
tional leisure travel”.

They added airports are a “breeding 
ground for infection” and new variants 
could lead to “further lockdowns and 
inevitably further loss of life”.

Travellers returning from green 
categorised countries will also have to 
take a less reliable rapid Covid-19 test 
when they return to Britain. And they 
will also no longer have to self-isolate. 

This makes new virus variants 
harder to detect, which could poten-
tially mean Britain could face more 
waves of the virus. 

Just 27.5 percent of adults in 
Britain have had both vaccine doses. 
This leaves a significant number of 
people vulnerable.

In the face of the continuing danger 
that the virus poses to workers, some 
are fighting back to demand bosses 
end attempts to force them back into 
unsafe working conditions. 

Workers at a major Driver, Vehicle 
and Licensing (DVLA) workplace in 
Swansea began their second round of 
strikes on Tuesday.

Workers are demanding that 

bosses allow more of them to work 
from home. In negotiations, DVLA 
bosses offered the PCS union a plan 
for a phased return to the workplace. 

But the union says more workers 
should be working from home.

One striker told Socialist Worker, 
“They’ve tried to give us a managed 
return to the office—but we’re asking 
for a reduction of numbers on site.”

More than 1,400 workers joined 
the strike last month and more are 
expected to join this time around.

“The previous strike was a suc-
cess,” the striker added. “We’ve 
reached a record membership of over 
three and a half thousand. People are 
feeling more organised this time.”

Schools spread virus

AIRPORTS, SUCH as London Heathrow, are potential ‘breeding grounds for infection’ 

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter socialistworker.co.uk

lDownload WhatsApp to your phone 
lSave 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp 
lSend ‘start’ to the number

DVLA workers are on strike

FIGURE IT OUT
 3,013
health workers and nurses   
quit their jobs in 2019-20. 
That’s the largest figure in 
a decade

 500
The number of NHS 
doctors who say they have 
applied to work abroad

Stressed out
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 Thousands  
 join protest  
 in London to  
 Kill the Bill 
Many trade unionists took part in an 
angry demonstration against the Tory 
policing bill, reports Isabel Ringrose

AROUND 4,000 people marched 
in London against the Tories’ 
protest‑smashing police bill 
on International Workers’ Day, 
Saturday.

Crowds gathered at Trafalgar 
Square for a rally before marching 
up to Buckingham Palace and on to 
the Home Office.

Placards read, “That’s Priti 
undemocratic,” “Defund the Met,” 
and, “More police power=more 
police violence.”

Protester Elizabeth told Socialist 
Worker she is angry. “Protesting is 
a right and they’re trying to take it 
away,” she said.

“But we can’t let them—we need 
to fight the bill until it’s defeated.”

At the rally one speaker asked 
the crowd, “Who holds the cops 
accountable? They don’t protect us.”

Delegations
Trade union delegations were an 
important part of the protest, with 
feeder marches from the UVW, RMT 
and UCU unions. 

Julia, a Sage care worker and 
UVW member, told Socialist Worker, 
“Workers need a fair place in society. 

“If workers don’t fight, we won’t 
win anything. We have the power in 
society, but we have to be united.”

Julia was also angry about the 
Tory corruption scandals. “It’s not 

fair they can spend hundreds of 
 millions of pounds including on a 
flat that doesn’t need renovating,” 
she said. 

“While there is nothing for us. It’s 
disgusting.”

Ebony, an RMT transport union 
member, told Socialist Worker she 
was “out here because I’m a big 
opponent of the government’s bill”. 

“They want to bring it in to take 
away our right to protest,” she said. 
“That’s against our human rights.

“They’re trying to keep us quiet 
and don’t want us to resist whatever 
they throw at us.”

On the loud and angry march 

BACK STORY
The Tories have sparked fury 
over their new policing bill
lThe bill would let cops block 
effective protests that cause 
‘serious disruption’ 
lIt would let cops stop and 
search people previously 
convicted of knife crime offences
lThis would mean even more 
police harassment of young black 
people on the streets
lThe bill would bring in a new 
trespass offence too, making life 
even harder for Travellers

protesters chanted, “Whose streets? 
Our streets,” “The workers united, 
will never be defeated,” and, “Kill, 
kill, kill the Bill.”

And outside the Home Office loud 
cries of, “Priti Patel, Priti racist,” 
and, “Let in every refugee” took aim 
at Tory home secretary Priti Patel.

The measures in the bill would 
allow any boss to clamp down on the 
right to picket during strikes. 

Cat, an RMT health and safety 
rep, told Socialist Worker, “I’ve seen 
the deterioration of our rights in the 
workplace to take industrial action. 

“As a health and safety rep, I 
choose to be here because we have 

to resist and make a difference.” 
Teacher and NEU education union 
member Amy told Socialist Worker 
that protecting the right to protest is 
“in the interest of the kids we teach”.

Amy explained that this last year 
has been “politicising” for teachers.

She added that during the 
 pandemic her district balloted to 
strike. “I realised how difficult it is 
to get to a point where you can take 
 industrial action,” Amy said. 

“So the two—protesting and 
workers rights—are connected.”

The large trade union presence 
on the protest is an important step 
forward in the fight against the bill.

But continued support on the 
streets and in workplaces from 
trade unionists in the upcoming 
weeks and months is vital to smash 
it for good.

Union members must push their 
branches and leaders to come out in 
support of Kill the Bill—and bring 
the power workers have to the 
young, and angry street movement.

We need working class radicalism 
and unity to defeat the police bill.

On other pages...
Cop who beat black woman isn’t 
facing assault charges >>Page 7

THOUSANDS TOOK to the streets in London last Saturday against the Tory police bill   Picture: Guy Smallman

 Traveller blasts rulers’ racism
IN Lancaster, 
Travellers in 
horse‑drawn carts led 
the May Day march 
through the city. 

Traveller Catherine 
Varey Lipton told 
a rally that the 
police bill “uses 
dehumanising 
language” regarding 
Gypsies and Travellers.

“We are being 
treated as outsiders 
who are unworthy of 
equal rights,” she said. 

“I want to give us 
a voice.” Catherine 
also blasted the 

media for encouraging 
anti‑Traveller 
prejudice—along with 
our rulers. 

“All kinds of 
bigotry comes from 
the top down—from 
parliament, from 
police and other 
officials,” she said. 

“Gypsies and 
Travellers have been 
described in the 
House of Commons 
as a ‘disease’ and a 
‘plague’.”

Horses led the march

Around 500 protested in Sheffield  Picture: Neil terry

READ  MORE
Find out more about what the 
new Tory police bill will mean for 
ordinary people
l Key issues in the Tory police bill 
bit.ly/bill‑issues 
 l Tories’ new clampdowns go 
beyond threat to protests  
bit.ly/Toryclampdown
 l Tories’ draconian police bill 
will ensure many more repeats of 
Clapham Common  
bit.ly/draconianbill
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 Anger on the  
 streets across  
 Britain 
MORE THAN 40 separate events 
on Saturday showed the mood to 
resist the Tories.

They brought together 
anti‑racists, trade unionists, 
Extinction Rebellion activists and 
more.

Around 1,000 gathered in 
Brighton and around 500 later 
marched to Brighton police station.

A “huge crowd” gathered in 
Leeds. Some 250 people marched 
at midday in Bristol in a protest 
organised by Bristol Trades Council. 

Around 150 people joined 
the protest in Cambridge, 
200 in Manchester and 150 in 
Leamington. Another 100 braved 
pouring rain in Portsmouth. 

In Cornwall, protesters marched 
to Truro police station and in 
Plymouth to Charles Cross Police 
Station.

Some 150 people marched in 
York, where a homemade placard 
demanded, “Protect women, not 
statues!”

Around 150 people joined a 
noisy protest in Norwich called by 
Extinction Rebellion and Norwich 
trades council.

There was a “small but lively” 
protest in Haverfordwest, west 
Wales. More protesters gathered in 
Aberystwyth.

There were 100 demonstrators 
on the May Day march in Hastings.

In Nottingham, campaigners 
fighting to save the John Carroll 
Leisure Centre, which faces 
closure, marched to join a May Day 
rally up to 300‑strong.

 Heavy police tactics fail  
 to stop Newcastle march
THE PROTEST in Newcastle was 
bigger and angrier than the last 
one—and was met with heavier 
handed policing.

Hundreds of people gathered 
at Grey’s Monument in the city 
centre. But cops began arresting 
people early on.

Protesters demanded cops 
let the arrested go free, then 
marched around the city.

Police tried to block the road—
but had to back down when 
protesters stood their ground.

Cops became more aggressive 
as the protest wound down. 

One protester said, “Police 
have not protected people. 
They’ve been pushing and 
throwing people to the ground.”

She said it was her first 
protest, and had been “the 
best experience because I’m 
surrounded by people who want 
the same as me”.

There was no trade union 
involvement in the march. 

Danny, a member of the 
Unison union, decided to come 
to the protest himself. 

He told Socialist Worker, 

“Working people need to stand 
together. We’ve already had laws 
passed under David Cameron 
changing our rights to strike.”

Another protester said, “The 
best way to stop the bill is to 
keep protesting like this. We 
need to spread the word.” 
Nick Clark

THOUSANDS TOOK to the streets in London last Saturday against the Tory police bill   Picture: Guy Smallman
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BORIS JOHNSON’S CRIMES 
DESERVE FULL RECKONNG  

 ‘T
HESE WERE always 
going to be difficult 
elections for us. 
We’re not expecting 
miracles on Thursday 

night.”  
      Those were the words of 
Labour’s shadow foreign secretary 
Lisa Nandy on Sunday—at the end 
of a week of scandal and crisis for 
the Tories.

The real miracle is that Johnson 
has survived at all.

It’s now taken as fact that he 
did shout “let the bodies pile high 
in their thousands” as coronavirus 
cases rose again last year.

That revelation alone should 
have been enough to finish him 
off—especially as it came just as 
he was mired in accusations of 
corruption.

Of all things, it was the question 
of who paid for curtains and 
wallpaper in Johnson’s Downing 
Street flat that really made it look 
as if he could go.

Yet this week that scandal 
had moved from the headlines. 
Johnson had survived again. 

The Tories’ lead over Labour 
in national opinion polls had only 
slightly narrowed.

And according to a Survation 

poll published on Tuesday, they 
looked set to win the Hartlepool 
by-election by some 17 percent. 
It’s a seat that Labour has held 
since it was created in 1974.

Socialist Worker went to press 
before the elections, and polls can 
be very wrong. 

But in any case, Labour leader 
Keir Starmer’s sympathisers have 
been getting their excuses in early.

Some say Johnson’s popularity 
is down to the success of the 
vaccine rollout, and that there’s 
nothing Starmer could do.

Others want to pin the blame 
on Labour’s previous left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, more than 
a year after he stepped down. They 

say Labour is still being punished 
for his leadership.

Yet in Survation’s Hartlepool 
poll, just 22 percent of people said 
they view Starmer favourably—
and 40 percent unfavourably. 

For decades people in 
Hartlepool have faced an assault 
on jobs, pay and living standards. 

For all that time Labour did 
nothing to stop it—and even 
oversaw it while in government.

That’s why Labour’s share of the 
vote in Hartlepool has been falling 
since 2001. The only exception 
to this was in the 2017 general 
election, with Corbyn as leader.

And there has been an appalling 
lack of resistance against this 
assault on working class people. 
Union leaders have failed to launch 
anything like the scale of fightback 
needed.

The people really leading the 
fight are those who have joined 
the Kill the Bill movement that has 
built on an undercurrent of anger 
at the system.

After the elections, the job of 
everyone who wants the Tories 
punished is to build the movements 
on the streets—Kill the Bill, anti-
racism and demanding another 
Scottish independence vote.

 DUP HATERS GONNA HATE
 THE 100TH anniversary of the 

sectarian state in Northern 
Ireland was marked by the 

announcement that Edwin Poots 
and Jeffrey Donaldson are bidding 
to lead the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP). They are both right 
wing bigots well suited to the job.

And the ousting of the previous 
leader is informative. Arlene 
Foster did not go after overseeing 
a corruption scandal that involved 
paying businesses to burn fuel.

Nor for presiding over a 
party enthusiastically whipping 

up sectarian tensions. Nor for 
propping up the Tories when they 
needed it. Nor for supping with 
leaders of Loyalist paramilitaries.

Technically she was forced to 
resign after not voting in favour 
of conversion therapy for LGBT+ 
people. Abstaining on bigotry was 
enough to lose the support of her 
party. 

Now there will be a vote by 
bigots between a man who thinks 
the earth is 6,000 years old and 
another who started his career as 
an aide to racist Enoch Powell. It’s 

not one socialists will rush to take 
sides in.

While it’s tempting to focus 
on the dinosaur-denying element 
of the DUP, the pull to the right 
doesn’t just come from outlandish 
buffoons—it is dangerous.

It is no coincidence that an 
organisation founded on religious 
bigotry moves even further right 
on social issues while pouring fuel 
on real fires of sectarianism. 

After a century Northern 
Ireland is still stuck with the 
dangerous bigotry Britain created.

In one poll just  
22 percent of 
people viewed 
Keir Starmer 
favourably

‘‘ 
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 Neoliberalism is alive 
and useful to rulers
IS NEOLIBERALISM over? This is what many of its 
defenders are beginning to fear. Chris Giles, the 
economics editor of the Financial Times, recently 
lamented, “The left is winning the economic battle of 
ideas.”

The fundamental reason for this is provided by the three 
giant spending programmes introduced by Joe Biden since he 
became president of the US in January. 

The latest unveiled last week, the American Families Plan, 
proposes to spend £1.29 trillion on measures, for example, to 
subsidise childcare and boost health insurance. Many on the 
left are also hailing the Biden presidency as a turning point.

In a very interesting article in the latest issue of New Left 
Review, the journal’s editor Susan Watkins offers a more 
sceptical view. Neoliberalism, since it was pioneered by 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s, may 
have celebrated free markets ideologically. 

But it aimed, as Quinn Slobodian puts it in his important 
book Globalists, “not to liberate markets but to encase them, 
to inoculate capitalism against the threat of democracy”.

Watkins has no difficulty in showing that neoliberalism 
in this sense still reigns in the European Union (EU). The 
£652 billion Next Generation programme was laboriously 
negotiated in response to the pandemic. 

It is being doled out to national governments in carefully 
controlled doses by the European Commission. “As far 
as popular-democratic influence on economic policy is 
concerned, the end of the neoliberal era is farther away than 
ever in Europe,” Watkins writes.

But US spending is on an altogether bigger scale— 250 
percent larger than the EU’s. Personal incomes jumped a 
record 21.1 percent in March, thanks mainly to the £1,010 
government stimulus cheques to individual citizens.

As Watkins notes, “In terms of social provision, the 
American Rescue Plan is playing catch-up.” 

Biden’s economic programme is compensating for a much 
weaker welfare state than still exists in western Europe.

Dimension
Watkins also highlights what she calls the “national-
imperialist” dimension of Biden’s strategy. Addressing a 
joint session of Congress last week, Biden said, “We’re in 
competition with China and other countries to win the 21st 
century. We’re at a great inflection point in history. We have 
to do more than … just build back, we have to build back 
better. We have to compete more strenuously than we have.”

Biden aims to use government spending to reinvigorate US 
imperialism. Reagan and Thatcher in their day pursued much 
the same objective for their respective states. 

But, as Watkins points out “practices may be ‘post-neoliberal’ 
but still decidedly capitalist”, and indeed imperialist.

David Harvey famously argued that “the neoliberal turn” 
was about “the restoration  … of power to economic elites”. 
In other words, shifting the balance of class forces in favour 
of capital. During the “heroic” era of neoliberalism in the 
1980s this involved using the power of competition to 
discipline bosses and workers alike. Bankruptcies and mass 
unemployment undermined organised labour and boosted 
the profits of the more competitive firms.

Today capitalism is too weak to be able to use this kind of 
market discipline. 

Ever since the Global Financial Crisis of 2007-8 the system 
has relied on huge infusions of cheap credit money provided 
by the central banks. 

This has gone even further especially in the US and Britain, 
with the central banks buying up the debt that governments 
issue to finance their extra spending.

Classical neoliberalism tried to depoliticise the economy, 
subjecting it to the apparently “natural” rhythms of the 
market. Today the market is being repoliticised. 

This is a real change. But it doesn’t extend to workers. Their 
organisations remain severely weakened, and they are still at 
the mercy of the market and of unscrupulous employers.

During the pandemic, in the imperialist core of the system 
in Europe and the US, workers have been cushioned a bit by 
stimulus cheques, furlough schemes, and the like. But these 
will start to end as economies eventually reopen. 

The contradictions of an economy repoliticised to support 
capital but not labour will become visible.

Police statements edited 
over Hillsborough disaster
by SADIE ROBINSON

A SENIOR officer’s  statement 
was edited following the 
Hillsborough disaster to 
remove a reference to police 
“failure” a court has heard.  

Some 96 Liverpool football 
fans died after a crush in two 
pens at the Leppings Lane end 
of the Sheffield stadium.  

Three men are standing 
trial over alterations made to 
police statements following 
the disaster.  

Peter Metcalf was a solici-
tor who worked for South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP). 
Donald Denton was a chief 
superintendent at SYP and 
Alan Foster was a detective 
chief inspector.  

All three deny two charges 
of perverting the course of 
justice.  

A jury last Friday saw the 
statement, from chief inspec-
tor Robert Creaser, with 
 sections scribbled through. 

Those sect ions were 
removed from the account 
that was sent to West 
Midlands Police, which was 
collecting statements ahead 
of an inquiry into the disaster.  

They included a  reference 
to a request to delay the 
kick off, radio difficulties 
and police monitoring of the 
Leppings Lane terrace.  

Creaser was on duty at the 
Leppings Lane end during the 
disaster. In his statement he 

described requesting “that 
consideration be given to 
delaying the kick off time of 
the match”. 

But he said this was “appar-
ently not acted upon”.  

Creaser also said he was 
told police should fill the 
Leppings Lane pens in a “nat-
ural fashion”.  

The court heard that 
Metcalf had advised that 
the comments about how 
pens should be filled should 
either be expanded upon or 
removed.

The jury last Wednesday 
saw an amended statement 

from sergeant David Batty, 
who was also on duty at 
Leppings Lane.  Batty wrote 
that he’d heard an officer 
“pleading” for gates to be 
opened there. A suggested 
alteration changed that word 
to “requested”.  

Batty had also said that ini-
tially radio messages “were 
not heard” and that he wasn’t 
aware of the disaster “for a 
considerable amount of time”.  

Sarah Whitehouse QC, 
prosecuting, said these things 
were “deleted” from the 
amended account. A sen-
tence describing a “potentially 

dangerous situation” was also 
removed.  

Advice
Earlier in the trial, Whitehouse 
said that Metcalf gave advice 
on amendments while Foster 
and Denton ensured they 
were made. Jurors heard that 
Metcalf did not give advice on 
Batty’s account.  

Last Tuesday, the court 
heard an extract from a 
statement Metcalf made in 
February 2015.  

“I reviewed a large quantity 
of documents and reports in a 
short period of time and was 
necessarily subjective,” it said. 
“I was exercising judgement 
as to what was factual and 
what was merely comment.  

“I accept that, I may have 
made errors. However, such 
errors were neither deliberate 
nor intentional, nor motivated 
by a desire to mislead or mis-
inform, nor consciously influ-
enced by the views or wishes 
of others.”
The trial, held in Salford, 
continues.  

Cops’ accounts amended 
EARLIER IN the trial, 
the court heard details 
of changes made to 
other officers’ accounts.  

PC William Crawford 
had said police had 
not directed fans to 
other areas when the 
central pens at Leppings 
Lane became full. 

The court heard that 
Metcalf advised that 
Crawford’s account 
“be amended”.  

The jury was shown 
a letter from Metcalf to 
William Woodward QC, 
who was representing 
SYP at an inquiry.

Metcalf said, “It 

seems to be instructing 
solicitors that the 
objective to be pursued 
at the inquiry is the 
presentation of South 
Yorkshire Police in the 
best possible light, 
consistent with the facts 
that are brought out.”  

Jonathan Goldberg, 
defending Metcalf, said 
claims that a cover-up 
followed the disaster 
were a “libel”. 

He said that the “real 
perversion of justice” 
was that Metcalf is 
being prosecuted “in 
his old age, for just 
doing his job”.  

MANCHESTER UNITED fans protested at Old Trafford football ground on Sunday. Hundreds broke into the stadium and 
stormed the pitch in protest against the Glazer family who own the club. Anger at its management was sparked recently by 
proposals to join the European Super League. But the fury has now spread to wider issues. 

Football fans fight backANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
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Cop beats young woman 
with learning difficulties
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

A METROPOL ITAN po l i ce 
officer has been found guilty of 
gross misconduct after  beating 
a young black woman with 
 learning disabilities 34 times in 
East London.

Benjamin Kemp, who was based 
at the Metropolitan Police Service’s 
north command, has now been 
 dismissed from the police after 
facing a disciplinary panel.

But he won't face assault charges.
The panel heard that the 17 year 

old woman had broken away from 
an escorted walk after becoming 
distressed.

She then flagged down a police 
car to ask for help. The young 
woman, who was in distress, 
informed the police officers that she 
had mental health issues and was 
vulnerable.

When she resisted handcuffing by 
Kemp, she was sprayed in the face 
with CS spray at very close range. 
Kemp then moved on to beat her 
repeatedly with a baton.

When another police unit 
arrived, the woman was immedi-
ately Tasered.

The Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) said the six-month 
investigation found the officer who 
used the Taser “had no case to 
answer for use of force.”

But there was a misconduct case 
and Kemp received “management 
action” in August last year.

After the beatings, the young 
woman’s mother and several NHS 
workers made a complaint to the 
IOPC.

Violently
The woman’s cousin told Bhatt 
Murphy solicitors, “Having lis-
tened to two days of evidence I am 
shocked at the extent of force that 
my cousin was subjected to.

“Rather than helping her as he 
should have done, he violently 
assaulted her.

“Instead of showing any remorse, 
Kemp has spent the last two days 
trying to justify his actions. I am 
beyond happy that the panel 
entirely rejected his evidence.”

And the victim’s solicitor, Sophie 
Naftalin added, “There have been 
too many cases of disproportion-
ate force being used by police offic-
ers upon members of the black 
community.

“We ca l l  on  the  Crown 
Prosecution Service to review its 
decision not to charge Kemp with 
assault.”

Meanwhile, a Merseyside police 
officer who punched a man in the 
face four times has been convicted 
of actual bodily harm. 

Three police officers who 
attempted to cover up the assault 
have been convicted of perverting 

the course of justice. In June 2019 
police officer Darren McIntyre hit 
Mark Bamber in the face and ribs.

McIntyre’s colleagues Laura 
Grant and Lauren Buchanan-Lloyd 
decided to turn off their body cam-
eras during the assault.

McIntyre also mentioned the 
assault to another officer, Garrie 
Burke.

None of them mentioned the 
punches when they later gave 
“inaccurate” statements about the 
arrest.

A police spokesperson said the 
officers will now face internal pro-
ceedings that “could lead” to their 
dismissal.

Incidents such as these make 
building the protests against the 
new Tory police bill even more 
urgent.

On other pages...
How big oil is lobbying for the 
military in Myanmar >>Page 2

THE POLICE don't protect ordinary people

Cops face trial over death 
of ex-footballer Atkinson
THE TRIAL of two police 
officers over the death of Aston 
Villa footballer Dalian Atkinson 
on 15 August 2016 has begun.

The jury was sworn in on 
Monday of last week, and 
PC Benjamin Monk pleaded 
not guilty to murder and 
manslaughter. His colleague 
PC Mary Ellen Bettley-Smith 
has already pleaded not 
guilty to assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm.

Both were charged 
following a three year inquiry 
into Atkinson’s death. 

Atkinson died of cardiac 
arrest in an ambulance 
following the use of force 

and Tasering by West Mercia 
police in Telford, Shropshire.

According to Inquest, 
no police officer has been 
found guilty of murder or 
manslaughter following a 
death in police contact or 
custody in England and 
Wales since the charity 
began recording in 1990.

The ten cases which 
brought charges against 
cops have collapsed or 
seen police acquitted.

Nazi cop 
jailed under 
terror law
A BRITISH police officer has 
been jailed for four years 
and four months for being a 
neo‑Nazi.

PC Benjamin Hannam is the 
first officer to ever be convicted 
of terror offences. He had 
been a probationary officer in 
Haringey, north London, for 
almost two years and has now 
been dismissed.

Hannam was found guilty in 
April of having membership with 
the fascist group National Action 
(NA) between 2016 and 2017.

He also participated in a 
video promoting NS131—a 
successor group to NA after 
it was banned—and has been 
identified in multiple pictures 
sporting Nazi gear and saluting.

Training
Police claim his involvement 
was over by December 2017. 
But this was just three months 
before he started police training 
in March 2018.

And his involvement didn’t 
end with his membership of 
fascist groups. After his arrest 
in March 2020 Nazi content was 
found on Hannam’s computer.

There he had downloaded 
a knife‑fighting manual and 
work by Nazi Anders Breivik 
that included bomb‑making 
instructions. His bedroom was 
filled with Nazi memorabilia.

Hannam was also active 
in online fascist forums. 
Investigations into Hannam’s 
activities only began when 
material was leaked from the 
forum by anti‑fascists.

Judge Anthony Leonard QC 
told the court, “I accept your 
politics… played absolutely no 
part in your policing and you 
provided value for the salary 
you obtained.”

Yet a former teacher told the 
courts she had been unable to 
mark one of Hannam’s essays 
because of “concerning content” 
and his “intolerance” towards 
Islam.

He was also disciplined over 
“anti‑immigration” views. The 
Met never asked the school for 
a reference.

FIGURE IT OUT

1,784  

The number of deaths in 
police custody or following 
contact with police in England 
and Wales since 1990

31%  

of police ‘use of force’ were 
on black and minority ethnic 
people in 2020

0  

cops have been convicted for 
deaths in custody
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Movement in Myanmar 
could turn towards arms 
THE SLAUGHTER of democracy 
protesters in Myanmar again 
ramped up last weekend—just 
days after the regime pledged 
itself to more “peaceful” meth-
ods of repression.

Soldiers, armed police and plain 
clothed shooters were out in force 
to chase down protesters marking 
the third month of military rule.

The killing spree came after last 
week’s Asean conference of south-
east Asian leaders. It had sought 
to bring stability to Myanmar in 
the hope that protests and fighting 
wouldn’t spread beyond its bor-
ders into neighbouring China and 
Thailand.

But the Myanmar military’s 
apparent acquiescence was clearly 
just for show.

People in Yangon, a centre of 
opposition to the military regime, 
posted videos of un-uniformed 
police bundling dozens of young 
protesters into unmarked cars. 

Some pictures also showed 
officers dressed as protesters—
but carrying high powered rifles—
taking up shooting positions on the 
fringes of demonstrations.

Fired
Cops in the northern Shan state 
killed U Win Naing in Nawnghkio 
as they fired indiscriminately into 
the crowded streets. A 60 year old 
man also died from police gunshot 
wounds.

Muslim protester Ko Phoe Lone 
was killed after being shot in the 
head by regime forces after soldiers 
threatened to fire on any civilians 
who left their homes.

But the regime is not having it all 
its own way. 

It is facing renewed pressure 
from many of the armed ethnic 
organisations that have been 
warring with the government for 
decades. The Kachin Independence 

Army said on Monday that it had 
shot down a military helicopter 
that was conducting airstrikes in 
its region.

Days before, the group launched 
an artillery attack on Bhamo 
airport, which military aircraft use 
as a base.

The fighting is most fierce on 
the Chinese border—making the 
Chinese state nervous. 

And fighters from the Karen 
ethnic group in the south of the 
country have recently also hit the 
military hard on the border with 
Thailand. Many armed ethnic 
groups have declared in support 
of the democracy movement. Their 
efforts so far have mostly been to 
draw troops away from the cities 
into fighting in rural areas.

But now the Irrawaddy news site 
reports that thousands of young 
democracy activists from the cities 
have fled to the Kachin and Karen 
states. 

There they receive military 
training in the hope of going back 
home to fight against the regime. 
The pressure on the movement to 
develop an armed response to the 
hateful regime is immense and 
understandable.

But a great strength of the 
democracy movement is that it 
has mobilised millions of ordinary 
people using mass tactics of strikes 
and protests. 

Armed resistance to state slaugh-
ter is entirely justified. But it carries 
the danger of marginalising popu-
lar protest in favour of a minority 
who have access to good weapons 
and training. That outcome would 
suit the regime entirely.

Far right 
coup threat 
in France
THE FRENCH government is 
ramping up measures against 
migrants and Muslims—just as 
far right forces threaten a coup.

A new bill will see even 
more crackdowns and greater 
police powers. It will enable far 
more monitoring of phones, 
web addresses and instant 
messaging. All of this is 
supposedly justified by the need 
to “fight terror”.

The new proposals come in 
the wake of the “anti-separatist” 
law which is going through its 
final legislative stages. Among 
its assaults on Muslims is a ban 
on women under 18 wearing the 
hijab in public.

The government has 
also, despite huge protests, 
passed its “global security” 
law. It enables, among other 
measures, prosecution of people 
who photograph and film police 
brutality.

This comes after outrage at 
police assaults on anti-racist 
and Yellow Vest campaigners.

The increased repression 
encourages even more right 
wing forces.

A letter from 23 retired 
generals last week demanded 
decisive action against 
“suburban hordes”. If nothing 
is done, it warned, there will be 
an “intervention of our active-
service comrades in the perilous 
protection of our civilisation’s 
values”.

Dead
In such a scenario, the letter 
said, the dead “will be counted 
in the thousands”.

It was addressed to 
president Emmanuel Macron 
and published in the far right 
magazine Valeurs Actuelles.

It was hugely boosted by 
fascist Marine Le Pen, who is 
leading some polls for the 2022 
presidential election.

One enemy, the generals said, 
was “Islamism”. Another was 
anti-racism. 

They wrote, “Today, some 
speak of racialism, indigenous 
nationalism and decolonial 
theories, but through these 
terms it is the race war that 
these hateful and fanatical 
supporters want.”

The letter has subsequently 
been signed by more than 
1,000 retired military personnel, 
according to the magazine.

France remains deep in a 
coronavirus crisis with hundreds 
still dying every day.

This is one of the factors 
fuelling a crisis at the top 
of society as none of the 
politicians seem to have an 
answer to the problems in 
society.

In this atmosphere the 
government lashes out and 
encourages the rank forces of 
the far right.

COLOMBIA

Revolt over tax increase
FURIOUS PROTESTS in Colombia 
have forced the right wing 
government to back down from 
plans to raise taxes on goods 
bought by ordinary people. 

President Ivan Duque used 
the country’s deficit to try and 
justify the rise. But after protests 
last Wednesday he was forced to 
announce that there would be 
no tax increase on items such as 
food or gas.

And after deadly protests on 
Saturday, where it is estimated 
over 20 people were killed, 
Duque was forced to back down 
further.  

Trade union leader Diogenes 
Orjuela, who attended the 

demonstrations, said, “This 
march is the biggest display of 
outrage against this government, 
against the tax reform, and 
against the labour and pension 
reform. 

“The government has gone 
against the country and the 
country is responding in more 
than 500 cities.”

Duque is still clinging to tax 
reforms and said he will push 
ahead with a newly modified 
bill. 

The protests come amid high 
levels of unemployment and 
deteriorating social security in 
the country. More protests have 
been called.

CORONAVIRUS

Vaccine used to attack rights
NEW ZEALAND’S customs agency 
has sacked nine border workers 
because they refused to have a 
Covid-19 vaccine. 

And in Hong Kong, hundreds 
of thousands of migrant workers 
could lose their jobs if they don’t 
have the vaccine.

The developments are worrying 
signs of how governments and 
bosses could use the virus to 
undermine workers’ rights.

New Zealand’s prime minister 
Jacinda Ardern pledged earlier this 
year that the government would 
not make the vaccine compulsory 
for frontline workers. 

Now it is a legal requirement 
for some workers to be vaccinated. 

The E tu union said it “will not 
tolerate discrimination against 
workers who choose not to 
vaccinate”.

The Hong Kong plans affect 
migrant domestic workers, largely 
from the Philippines and Thailand, 
who could be forced to vaccinate 
before having their contracts 
renewed.

The government could also force 
any new migrant worker to be 
vaccinated before entering Hong 
Kong. 

The Asian Migrants 
Coordinating Body condemned the 
moves as “discrimination” because 
migrant workers “are easy targets 
and scapegoats”.
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 Oppose ‘heartbeat’ ban on abortions
THIS WEEK Idaho became 
the second US state to 
implement a “heartbeat 
ban” on abortions. 

Under the new law, 
practitioners will have to 
check patients for a foetal 
heartbeat before 
performing an abortion. 

Foetal heartbeats can 
occur as early as six weeks 
after conception before 
many people even know 
they’re pregnant. 

The campaign for access 
to abortions has been 
hard-fought in the US. 

New laws such as this 
show us that no matter 
what gains we make under 
capitalism, the ruling class 
can always take them away. 

We all have the right to 
choose what we do with 
our own bodies and the 
ruling class should have no 

say in this. Let’s be 
honest—none of these 
senators actually care about 
the lives of children. 

If they did, they wouldn’t 
lock thousands of children 
in cages on the border.

They wouldn’t let 
children be murdered in 
school shootings. 

They wouldn’t cut 
funding for families or let 
children die of treatable 
diseases because they lack 
health insurance. 

The argument against 
abortion has never been 
about defending the 
sanctity of life, it’s all about 
controlling women’s bodies.

Frankie Keane
Barnsley
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Safety fears 
engulf the IPL 
as cases soar 
INDIA IS recording over 
300,000 daily cases of 
Covid-19. Hospitals are 
running out of oxygen 
and beds. 

Yet the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) will 
continue. 

The cricket tournament 
uses several venues, 
requiring players to travel 
around the country.

India is a cricket 
loving nation but there 
are great concerns that 
the resources used to 
facilitate the tournament 
would be better used 
elsewhere. 

Some players have left 
their teams over safety 
concerns. 

In prime minister 
Narendra Modi’s eyes, 
the £4.3 billion value 
of the IPL outweighs 
the need to act on the 
pandemic.

Harjeevan Gill
West London

Postmasters 
are victims of 
unjust courts
MY MUM was a 
sub-postmaster for over 
25 years. I’m glad these 
people have finally been 
cleared (Socialist Worker, 
28 April). 

I can’t understand a 
legal system that took 
so long to recognise that 
this simply didn’t add up, 
without questioning the 
integrity of the Horizon 
software. 

It is truly a scandal 
that injustices like this 
still happen in the British 
flawed justice system.

Arthur Nicoll
Dundee

Starmer turns 
a blind eye
CORRUPTION and 
sleaze are hard-wired 
into the Tories, but 
it’s even worse when 
Labour’s leader Keir 
Starmer lets them get 
away with it.

It’s as if political 
irrelevance and a 
life in opposition are 
hard-wired into Starmer’s 
vision of Labour.

Paul
On Twitter

Solidarity for 
bus strikers
SOLIDARITY with 
London United and Go 
North West bus drivers.

Don’t stop, you’re an 
inspiration to all of us.

John
On Twitter

Just a 
thought... Overseas  

 operations  
 bill is rotten
THERE HAVE been some 
significant changes to the 
government’s rotten 
overseas operations bill. 

It’s still a rotten bill that 
blocks prosecutions against 
soldiers that are accused of 
committing offences on 
overseas military operations 
more than five years ago. 

But the time limitations 
will not now apply to 
torture and genocide. 

This war criminals’ 
charter also won’t apply to 
British soldiers accused of 
committing atrocities 
during the 30 years of 
conflict in Northern Ireland.

Former Army captain 
Johnny Mercer believes 
there is a witch hunt 
against British veterans of 
the conflict. 

Yet despite the many 
atrocities carried out by the 
British state during the 
Troubles, there are just six 
British veterans of Northern 
Ireland facing prosecution. 

Only one paratrooper, 
Soldier F has been charged 
for his part in the Bloody 
Sunday massacre of 14 
unarmed civilians in Derry 
in 1972. And it’s doubtful 
we’ll ever see any charges 
for the politicians or 
generals that sent troops or 
gave the orders.

Shamefully Labour seems 
to agree with Mercer. 

Shadow defence minister 
John Healey quote-tweeted 
Mercer saying, “Boris 
Johnson has ‘abandoned’ 
the military veterans he 
promised to support and 
protect.” Starmer seems 
keen to prove that he’ll put 
the interests of the British 
state before justice.

Patrick Carmody
Oxford

 IT outsourcing behind 
the Post Office scandal
DISGRACEFULLY post 
office staff have had to 
fight for years to get 
their names cleared for 
crimes they never 
committed. 

Unfortunately for some, 
justice comes too late as 
they have sadly died. 

The blame lies with 
multinational companies 
who provided faulty IT 
systems for the Post 
Office. 

I worked for the Post 
Office on those systems.

Before the system was 
implemented all the IT 
was done in-house and 
the quality of code 

knocked out was first 
class. When the IT 
department was 
outsourced, some 1,800 
staff were transferred to a 
multinational company.

The knowledge was 
lost. 

Privatisation only 
brought a skills race to 
the bottom while these 
global IT giants sucked 
public money away for 
their shareholders. 

The initial deal was 
worth £1.5 billion, but 
much more public money 
was wasted.

Paul Packham
Scottish Highlands

How medical monopolies 
wreck the lives of millions
THE VACCINE rollout is a cause for 
celebration for many, but it also 
shines a spotlight on Western 
domination over the Global South. 

Imperialist countries are 
focusing on returning to “normal”, 
promising to vaccinate even 
young, healthy people within the 
next few months. 

Meanwhile, frontline workers 
and vulnerable people in the 
Global South are left without. 

This is despite calls for 
pharmaceutical companies to 
suspend their patents on the 
vaccine.

Just this week billionaire Bill 
Gates said vaccine formulas should 
not be shared with the developing 
world. Why? Well, because huge 
corporations value profit far more 

than the lives of people in the 
Global South. 

They must release the patents 
and share the formulas. 

There is a perception that 
AstraZeneca are the “good guys” 
because the firm has pledged to 
sell the vaccine at cost price. 

But I have two concerns.
Firstly this promise only lasts 

until it decides the pandemic is 
over, which could be any date from 
the end of July. And secondly, it 
isn’t true. Uganda has paid three 
times the cost price for 
AstraZeneca vaccines already. 

On 11 May AstraZeneca is 
holding its annual general meeting 
in Cambridge. There are protests 
planned outside their offices there, 
and simultaneously outside their 

offices in Macclesfield. The 
protests are not only about this 
current vaccine inequality. Big 
pharma has a long history of 
preventing access to vital 
healthcare in the Global South. 

We know that capitalism and 
colonialism are extractive 
endeavours. But through medical 
monopolies and restrictive 
patents, they also debilitate 
millions across the world. 

For socialists our fight needs to 
be international. 

Workers everywhere need access 
to healthcare prioritising people, 
not profit.

Details of the protest can be 
found through Global Justice Now. 

Heidi Henders
East London

Il
lu

s
t
r

a
t
Io

n
:t

Im
 s

a
n

d
e
r

s

US pro-choice campaigner
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 ISRAELI APARTHEID
 UNMASKED

I
SRAEL HAS not been able to 
refute any part of a bombshell 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
report published last week.

For  such a  mainst ream, 
 establishment organisation, its 

charge of apartheid against Israel could 
hardly be more damning. 

There should be no more doubt that 
Israel’s treatment of Palestinians merits 
the description of apartheid—and no 
more accusations of antisemitism for 
saying it. 

In a systematic and detailed way, HRW 
describes exactly how Israel persecutes 
or discriminates against Palestinians in 
every area under its  control (see boxes). 

But what’s really damning is that it 
outlines explicitly how this is done to 
maintain Israeli Jews’ “domination” over 
Palestinian people and land.  

“Israeli authorities methodically 
 privilege Jewish Israelis and discriminate 
against Palestinians,” the report says. 

“Laws, policies, and statements by 
leading Israeli officials make plain that 
the objective of maintaining Jewish 
Israeli control over demographics, politi-
cal power, and land has long guided 
government policy. 

“In pursuit of this goal, authorities 
have dispossessed, confined, forcibly 
separated, and subjugated Palestinians 
by virtue of their identity.”

The point ,  says HRW, is  to 
secure “maximal land with minimal 
Palestinians”.

Israel is intent on expanding the 
amount of land it owns and controls. 
Its problem is the Palestinians who live 
there. 

HRW paints a picture of Israeli 
 politicians and institutions completely 
obsessed with population sizes and demo-
graphics. They all think Israel’s existence 
as a Jewish state depends on having an 
overwhelming Jewish Israeli majority. 

That means keeping Palestinians a 
repressed and marginalised minority. 

The report lists how consecutive 
Israeli prime ministers unashamedly 
declared their intention to do just that. 
Many spoke in terms as explicit as per-
centages and ratios of just how many 
Arabs are acceptable.

Declaring Arabs a “demographic 
 problem” current prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu once said they 
must not reach 35-40 percent of the 
population or “the Jewish state will be 
annulled”.

His predecessor, Ehud Olmert, also 
had what he called a “solution” to the 
“demographic issue”—“To maximise 
the number of Jews; to minimise the 
number of Palestinians.”

Ariel Sharon before him equated a 
“Muslim majority” with “the destruction 
of Israel as a Jewish state”. Before that, 
Shimon Peres said settlement in densely 
populated Palestinian areas “places the 
Jewish majority in Israel at risk”.

Peres’s predecessor Yitzhak Rabin 
went as far as to say, “The red line for 
Arabs is 20 percent of the population, 
that must not be gone over.” 

HRW said, “Israeli authorities have 
adopted policies aimed at mitigating 
what they have openly described as a 
demographic ‘threat’ that Palestinians 
pose.” 

Laws and policies limit where 
Palestinians can live and travel inside 
Israel’s official borders, or the areas 
under military occupation. 

They include the 1952 Citizenship 
Law. This allows any Jewish person to 
emigrate to Israel and obtain citizenship 
while denying Palestinian refugees the 
right to return.

Settlement
They also include policies that—over 
decades—have corralled Palestinians 
into shrinking enclaves while facilitat-
ing Jewish Israeli settlement on the 
same land.

HRW says that, in what it calls the 
OPT—occupied Palestinian territories 
East Jerusalem, the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip—these amount to “inhumane 
acts”. 

Taken altogether, it amounts to the 
crime of apartheid.

HRW is very specific about what 
apartheid is—inhumane acts “commit-
ted in the context of an institutionalised 
regime of systematic oppression and 
domination by one racial group over any 
other racial group or groups and com-
mitted with the intention of maintaining 
that regime”.

That’s the definition of apartheid 
taken from the founding charter of the 
International Criminal Court. It’s a big 
part of what makes the HRW report so 
damning.

Governments and states that rely 
on Israel to protect their interests in 
the Middle East insist it is not guilty of 
apartheid.

HRW has shown how—by their own 
standards—it absolutely is.
Read the full report at bit.ly/HRWonIsrael

The red line for Arabs 
is 20 percent of the 
population 
Yitzhak Rabin

‘‘ 

PALESTINIAN women 
wait to cross the 
Qalandia checkpoint 
between Ramallah and 
Jerusalem last week. 
They queued to attend 
the first Friday prayers 
in al-Aqsa Mosque (left) 

Jerusalem
AS IN the West Bank, 
Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem have faced 
attempts to force them 
out and replace them 
with settlements.

Israel also invaded 
East Jerusalem 
in 1967 and now 
claims the whole 
city as its own. Its 
politicians have been 
obsessed with keeping 
Palestinians a minority 
in Jerusalem ever 
since.

The government 
“sets the goal of 
‘maintaining a solid 
Jewish majority in the 
city’” explains HRW—
with an explicit target 
of 60 percent Jews 
and 40 percent Arabs.

Alongside 
construction 
restrictions and house 
demolition, Israel 
systematically denies 
Arabs the right to live 
there. One way is by 
giving the Arabs the 
status of “permanent 
resident”—rather than 
citizen, which can be 
withdrawn.

“The Interior 
Ministry has revoked 
this status from 
at least 14,701 
Palestinians since 
1967, mostly for failing 
to prove a ‘centre of 
life’ in the city.” Israeli 
Jewish settlers do not 
have to prove this.

We can use Human Rights Watch report to build resistance
THERE ARE some pitfalls to the legal 
approach.

HRW says that there is no legal 
definition of an “apartheid state”, 
only the crime of apartheid.

It also says that, while Israel 
only commits “abuses” against 
Palestinians inside its official 
borders. So, according to HRW, the 
crime of apartheid isn’t committed 
inside Israel itself.

This avoids labelling the Israeli 
state as racist. It also doesn’t 
mention Zionism—Israel’s founding 
ideology which justifies its 

discrimination against 
Palestinians.

Yet, as HRW points 
out, viewing the different 
areas separately ignores 

the fact that they form part of a 
single racist system.

“The fragmentation of the 
Palestinian population, in part 
deliberately engineered through 

Israeli restrictions, helps obscure the 
reality of the same Israeli government 
repressing the same Palestinian 
population group,” it says.

The report points to the fact 
that this racism is built into the 
foundation of Israel. It highlights 
Israel’s “basic laws”—which make 
up its constitution—that “re-enforce 
that the state is Jewish, rather than 
belonging to all its citizens”.

It notes how Israel’s founders—
including first prime minister David 
Ben Gurion—oversaw plans to clear 
out Palestinian homes and establish 
a Jewish majority. 

HRW also knows this means 
Israeli governments will continue to 
enforce—and extend—apartheid. 

What is its solution?
The report’s call for Israel 

to be tried for apartheid by the 
International Criminal Court is 
damning. No state has ever been 
tried for apartheid before. Palestinian resistance takes many forms
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An explosive report has laid bare 
the horror of Israel’s apartheid 
state. It also underlines that the 
state relies on the continued 
repression of Palestinians, writes 
Nick Clark. And to change that 
we need a movement of resistance

Gaza Strip
ISRAEL sometimes 
says it’s wrong to say 
it controls the Gaza 
Strip as it withdrew its 
forces and emptied its 
settlements there in 
2005.

As HRW points 
out, this was at 
least partly because 
Israel’s government 
considered the 
Palestinian population 
there too large. 

Instead, Israel has 
kept Gaza under more 
than a decade of 
permanent siege. 

Palestinians face 
severe restrictions 
that stop them from 
leaving. Meanwhile, 
Israeli laws say that 
if Palestinian families 
separated between the 
West Bank and Gaza 
want to be reunified, 
they must settle in the 
Gaza Strip.

We can use Human Rights Watch report to build resistance
It also means calling on the 

US and European states to ditch 
the “peace process” that allows 
apartheid to continue.

This process “minimizes serious 
human rights abuses by treating 
them as temporary symptoms of the 
occupation that the ‘peace process’ 
will soon cure”.

It also says businesses should 
“cease activities that directly 
contribute to the commission 
of the crimes of apartheid and 
persecution”.

HRW’s demands of Israel strike at 
the very foundations of the state. 

Top of the list is, “Dismantle all 
forms of systematic oppression 
and discrimination that privilege 
Jewish Israelis at the expense of 
Palestinians.

“End the persecution of 
Palestinians, including by ending 
discriminatory policies and practices 
in such realms as citizenship and 

nationality processes, protection of 
civil rights, freedom of movement, 
allocation of land.”

As the entire report painstakingly 
shows, this discrimination and 
persecution come out of the most 
fundamental laws and principles of 
the Israeli state.

HRW doesn’t say this—but if 
ending apartheid means ending 
these policies and practices, then it 
means dismantling the state itself.

A state free from apartheid would 
be a single, secular state in all of 
Palestine, with equal democratic 
rights for all its citizens.

Such a fundamental change needs 
a movement of resistance—and 
solidarity around the world. The 
HRW report helps give us the tools 
and arguments to build it.

West Bank

Aim is—minimal Palestinians
ISRAEL’S DRIVE for “maximal land 
with minimal Palestinians” is most 
obvious in the West Bank, which it 
invaded in 1967 and has occupied ever 
since.

Confiscating land, and a state-
backed programme of building large, 
town-like settlements connected to 
Israel, are the cornerstones of this. 

The HRW report says Israel has 
confiscated land equal to “more than 
one-third of the West Bank”.

A common tactic is to declare land 
“state land” which Israel then builds 
settlements on.

The report describes how over 
decades, Israel deliberately built 
settlements in a way that divides 
Palestinian towns and cities.

The explicit aim is to make a 
Palestinian state impossible.

Settlements are connected 
directly to Israel through roads and 
infrastructure, and the people in them 
live under Israeli civilian law.

Palestinians in the West Bank live 
under a separate regime of military 
control. Under the “peace process”  

60 percent of the West Bank is 
designated “Area C”—under full Israeli 
control. Palestinians there are prevented 
from building homes without permits 
that are hard to obtain.

“Israeli authorities have razed 
thousands of Palestinian properties 
in these areas for lacking a permit, 
leaving thousands of families 
displaced.”

Settlements
Meanwhile, “Israeli authorities began 
construction on more than 23,696 
housing units between 2009 and 2020 
in Israeli settlements in Area C.”

The problem is that, as Israel 
absorbs more land, the Palestinians 
who come with it threaten its Jewish 
majority. 

As HRW points out, the Palestinian 
population across all of Palestine 
is roughly equal to Israel’s Jewish 
population, both about 6.8 million.

Israel’s response is to hem 
Palestinians into fragmented, densely 
populated areas, surrounded by a 
system of borders and checkpoints.

Arabs in Israel face racism
WHENEVER ISRAEL wants to deny 
it’s guilty of apartheid, it says 
Arabs inside its borders have the 
same rights as Jews, such as voting 
rights.

Yet as HRW points out, “These 
rights do not empower them 
to overcome the institutional 
discrimination they face from 
the same Israeli government, 
including widespread restrictions 
on accessing land confiscated 
from them, home demolitions, and 
effective prohibitions on family 
reunification.”

The government has 
“systematically discriminated 
against and violated the rights of 
Palestinians” in Israel “since the 
founding of the state”.

Israeli governments have worked 
to “maximise the land available for 
Jewish communities”. 

Meanwhile, “Land confiscations 
and other discriminatory land 

policies in Israel hem in Palestinian 
municipalities inside Israel, denying 
them opportunities for natural 
expansion enjoyed by Jewish 
municipalities.”

Incompatibility
Laws also allow small towns to 
exclude new residents “based on 
their asserted incompatibility with 
the town’s ‘social-cultural fabric’”. 
The law was explicitly brought in to 
stop Arabs from moving to Israeli 
towns.

In the Negev region, Israeli laws 
refuse to recognise most Palestinian 
Bedouin villages and try to push 
them into recognised townships 
while promoting Jewish settlement 
in the area.

“Israeli authorities demolished 
more than 10,000 Bedouin homes in 
the Negev between 2013 and 2019.”

Palestinian protesters 
confront Israeli soldiers 
during a demonstration 
in the West Bank in 
January last year 
(right). Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu (below) has 
driven the expansion of 
Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Territories



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
The Paris Commune 
of 1871, when workers 
“stormed heaven” 
Wed 12 May, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
AND STAFFORDSHIRE
Booklaunch: Breaking up 
the British state—Scotland, 
Independence & Socialism
Wed 12 May, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD
Pamphlet launch: Capitalism 
and the politics of food
Thu 13 May, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
After the Sewell 
report—how do we beat 
intitutional racism?
Thu 13 May, 6.30pm
841-2142-3683
CARDIFF
Can capitalism ever 
be sustainable?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857

CHESTERFIELD
Can Biden put the US 
back together again?
Thu 13 May, 
6.30pm
829-532-877
COVENTRY
Marxism and religion
Wed 12 May 
7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
Booklaunch: Breaking up 
the British state—Scotland, 
Independence & Socialism
Thu 13 May, 
7.30pm
865-2972-2883 
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
After the election—how 
do we win independence?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
100 years since 
Partition—can there 
be a united Ireland?
Wed 12 May, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
100 years since 
Partition—can there 
be a united Ireland?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
ESSEX
Booklaunch: Breaking up 
the British state—Scotland, 
Independence & Socialism
Thu 20 May, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
GLASGOW
After the election—how 
do we win independence?
Thu 13 May, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HASTINGS
Climate catastrophe—why 
we need system change
Wed 12 May, 7pm
871-7107-4592
HUDDERSFIELD
Is there a north/
south divide?
Wed 12 May, 
6.30pm
290-168-1804

KENT
Can Palestine ever be free?
Thu 13 May, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASHIRE
Booklaunch: Breaking up 
the British state—Scotland, 
Independence & Socialism
Wed 19 May, 
7.30pm
446-409-5118
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
When workers fight 
for our environment
Thu 13 May, 
7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Thu 13 May, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
Coronavirus, capitalism 
and mental health
Wed 12 May, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Tension in Belfast—can 
there be a united Ireland?
Thu 13 May, 
7.30pm
854-8245-8715

LONDON: HARINGEY
How have the Tories gotten 
away with all of this?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Tension in Belfast—can 
there be a united Ireland?
Thu 13 May, 
7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Gimme shelter—how can we 
solve the housing crisis?
Wed 12 May, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
The Paris Commune 
of 1871, when workers 
“stormed heaven”
Wed 12 May, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Palestine, Covid-19, 
apartheid and resistance 
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
How can art help 
change the world?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
543-023-057

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Racism, class and resistance
Thu 13 May, 
7.30pm
870 9261 517
MANCHESTER
After the election—how 
do we beat the Tories?
Wed 12 May, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
After the Sewell 
report—how do we beat 
intitutional racism?
Wed 12 May, 
7pm
368-595-2712
OXFORD AND THAMES 
VALLEY 
A rebel’s guide to Lenin
Wed 12 May, 
7pm
861-2001-6477
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
The new imperialism—
shifting balances of power
Thu 13 May, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
France—Macron, racism 
and Islamophobia
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
WIGAN
The Paris Commune 
of 1871, when workers 
“stormed heaven”
Thu 13 May, 
7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
Is climate change caused 
by population growth?
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Capitalism and the 
Politics of Food  
by Amy Leather 
£3

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

Greed and the Super League—how 
capitalism is destroying sport
HOME 
COUNTIES
Thu 13 May, 
6.30pm
872-4922-1957

LONDON: 
SOUTH EAST
Thu 13 May, 
7pm
529-913-6390

NORWICH
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 12 May, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
Thu 13 May, 
7pm
906-652-5299

FANS PROTESTING against the proposed Super League last month
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Growing up and shattered innocence in a US suburb 
FILM
BEAST BEAST
Available for download now 
on digital platforms

SET IN a suburban 
American town, Beast 
Beast brings together the 
lives of three young people 
in what feels like a long 
hazy summer, coming-of-
age drama.

Krista, a talented and 
high-spirited drama 
student, is sexually 
harassed by another 
student at a party while 
police storm the house. 

Shirley Chen gives a 

brilliant performance as 
Krista, one which is lively 
and thoughtful.

Skateboarder Nito 
finds himself in a circle 
of stoner friends who egg 
him into petty crimes, 
exploiting his talents to 
cause trouble. 

In the meantime, a love 
interest develops between 
him and Krista, with 
moments that capture 
beautifully the innocence 
of young romance.

The film begins as 
a look into the lives 
of seemingly typical 
teenagers, from drama 
lessons, family tensions 

and aspirations of YouTube 
stardom. Their stories 
progress into a tragedy 
which unforgivingly binds 
their lives together. 

A sense of suspense 
and energy is maintained 
through a soundtrack of 
chimes and lone menacing 
drum beats.

Adam, an aspiring 
YouTube star, struggles 
as his parents question 
his increasing isolation, 
concerned that the people 
he is socialising with are 
“fanatics”. 

The film never directly 
refers to what kind of 
fanaticism. But we can 

assume this character is 
already deeply caught up in 
the world of the alt-right.

In his bedroom studio 
with a backdrop of 
assorted guns and assault 
rifles, Adam is desperate 
to rack up YouTube views. 

Through a twist of 
tragedy, he finally receives 
the approval and adoration 
of those heralding him as 
their hero.

The film explores how 
young people’s experiences 
are inescapably shaped 
by gun culture in the US 
and the pressures of social 
media popularity. 
Blythe Taylor

Cowboys—a Western that’s 
also a coming out journey
A trans boy and his father go on the run in search of freedom, in this welcome 
exploration of the tensions that can accompany coming out, says Laura Miles
COWBOYS IS a timely and sympa-
thetic trans coming out film, albeit 
in an unusual setting. 

First shown at Outfest in 2020 this 
relatively short film was written and 
directed by Anna Kerrigan. 

While it may lack some depth and 
dramatic intensity, it’s a welcome 
exploration of family tensions and 
traumas that can accompany trans 
children coming out. 

The film is part father/son road 
trip and part modern cowboy fantasy, 
within which issues of gender and 
gender identity are sympathetically 
played out. 

Joe (Josey), played by ten year old 
trans actor Sasha Knight, is an only 
child. 

His mother Sally (the excellent 
Jillian Bell) is struggling to raise him 
while separated from his bipolar dad 
Troy (superbly played by Steve Zahn) 
in rural Montana. 

Troy is just out of prison having 
assaulted Sally’s brother after Joe’s 
cousin used homophobic slurs 
against Joe.

Bond
Troy and Joe have a strong bond. 
Troy actually listens when Joe tells 
him that he’s really a boy and not a 
girl. 

But Joe’s mother refuses to accept 
the truth and insists that he should 
wear dresses, have long hair and 
want doll toys. 

The scenes with Sasha Knight in 
flowing extensions were the only vis-
ually clunky bits of the film I felt.

Sally’s transphobia makes her 
incapable of seeing Joe’s misery and 
struggle as anything more than a 
tomboy phase. 

A scene when she refuses to let 

him have a cowboy book and toy 
gun is one that many trans people 
will easily relate to.

For Joe, Troy’s visits become 
focused on persuading him to take 
him away, despite his vulnerabilities 
and illness. 

The problem is that Troy doesn’t 
have legal custody. He makes a dras-
tic and potentially fatal decision to 
make a run with Joe for the Canadian 
border. 

It’s a path to possible freedom and 
a new life that’s been followed before 
by indigenous Americans fleeing the 
US army, to young Americans fleeing 
the draft in the 1960s.

It goes badly wrong from the start 
and things only get rapidly worse. 

Fugitive
Troy is a loving father but a pretty 
inept fugitive. Before they get far 
his truck breaks down and he turns 
to a Native American friend Robert 
Spottedbird (Gary Farmer). 

Robert tries to cover for Troy 
when the police start hunting them 
as armed kidnapper and victim. 

Much of the background is told in 
flashback. 

But the film’s main action focuses 
on Troy’s and Joe’s  increasingly des-
perate horseback flight through the 
Montana wilderness to the border 
and imagined sanctuary. 

They are pursued by a SWAT team 
and a local chief of detectives, Faith, 
excellently played by Ann Dowd.

Do they make it? Do they both 
survive? 

I shouldn’t finish with a spoiler—
so why not watch Cowboys and find 
out for yourself?
Cowboys is on Curzon Home Cinema 
and digital download from Friday 7 MayISSUES OF gender identity play out in a new take on the road trip genre

Shirley Chen as Krista

Alec Secareanu as The Rider

FILM 
THE BIKE THIEF
Available for download now on 
digital platforms

DIRECTOR MATT Chambers 
wanted a tribute to the 
classic film Bicycle Thieves, 
about a man searching 
for the stolen bike his job 
depends on.

His new film The Bike 
Thief transplants the 
story from Rome after 
the Second World War to 
present day London. 

This time it’s a Romanian 
delivery driver whose 
family’s entire subsistence 
teeters on the brink when 
his motorbike goes missing.

The theft of the bike is 
almost secondary to the 
real point of the film. It’s 
a foil for showing us every 
aspect of life just scraping 
by for a low-waged migrant 
family—and just how easily 
everything can fall apart.

Chambers takes his time 
doing that. It’s almost half 
way through the film before 
the bike goes missing. 

In fact it’s several 
minutes before we even see 
The Rider’s face, hidden 
beneath his helmet as the 

camera tracks him around 
London.

We never learn his name. 
He’s clearly meant as a 
stand-in for every delivery 
driver. 

We only learn more 
about him and his life as he 
comes home to his flat and 
finally takes the helmet off.

Alec Secareanu looks 
genuinely knackered as The 
Rider. 

It’s not just his 
appearance—red-rimmed 
eyes and sunken cheeks—
but his completely worn-
out demeanour.

And when the bike goes 
missing, we also see his 
dependence on the mercy 
of the callous boss who also 
happens to be his landlord. 

When The Rider tries to 
report the theft at a police 
station, he’s confronted 
instead with probing 
questions about his status 
in Britain. 

It’s a convincing and 
unglamourised portrayal of 
the poverty and precarity of 
low paid work.
Nick Clark
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T
HE horror of 
India’s second 
wave of the 
 coronav i rus 
seems to know 
n o  b o u n d s . 

Scenes of  desperate 
people seeking oxygen 
cylinders and  non-existent 
hospital beds have sent a 
wave of anguish around 
the world.

India’s biggest cities are 
now even running out of 
wood to cremate the bodies 
of the dead.

What kind of world 
allows one country to vac-
cinate almost half its citi-
zens in record time, while 
in another the inoculation 
programme is barely off the 
ground?

This is the question many 
in Britain are rightly asking. 
For some on the left the ques-
tion is not difficult to answer.

The rich countries of 
the West rob the poor ones 
and the spoils are divided, 
 however unevenly, between 
them.

Workers and the poor 
may suffer hardship in these 
advanced nations, but they 
are far better off than most in 
the Global South, they insist.

And, because they receive 
a share of the loot, workers 
in the West have been able to 
secure themselves a right to 
vaccinations. Meanwhile most 
of the rest of the world is forced 
to go without.

They are reaping the fruit 
of imperialism, the argument 
continues.

There is no doubt that the 
most economically advanced 
nations have exploited the 
poorest ones.

From Spain’s stripping gold 
and silver from South America 
in the 16th century. To Britain’s 
looting of India’s vast wealth 
that began the 18th century—
the seed money for capitalist 
development was plunder.

That theft continues today. It 
can be seen in unfair interna-
tional trade practices and the 
privatisation of state assets that 
end up cheaply in the hands of 
multinationals.

And it’s seen in the loan 
shark-like lending that forces 
poor countries to hand control 
of their economies to interna-
tional bankers.

T
HE HISTORIC and 
the contemporary 
have combined to 
create today’s rich 
and poor countries. 
And the strongest 

use their economic and mili-
tary muscle to make sure it 
stays that way.

But there are important 
points to make about this 
process.

Imperialism as a system is 
not confined to only the most 
powerful. 

It pushes all nations, big and 
small, to engage with it, even if 
only as a lesser partner.

India, though economically 
much weaker than Britain, 
seeks to dominate neighbours 

it considers enemies, such as 
Pakistan. 

And it acts paternalistically 
towards others it wishes to dom-
inate, including Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal. 

I ts  r ich and powerful 
have investments scattered 
 throughout the world, exploit-
ing both people and resources 
to make profits. And the state 
has a huge, nuclear-armed mili-
tary machine to make it a force 
to be reckoned with.

In their drive to be the 
 leading force in South Asia, 
India’s rulers hope to insulate 

themselves from Greater Asia’s 
strongest power—China.

It’s true that the biggest 
and most powerful  imperialist 
powers bully those below 
them in the pecking order, and 
that power is far from equally 
distributed.

But attempts to see the 
world simply as divided into 
 imperialist and non-imperialist 
nations are a mistake. 

Imperialist robbery is best 
understood as part of a com-
plex system of global rivalry.

Second, while coveting 
resources and dominating 

others is important to all capi-
talist nations, the main source 
of profit for the system is 
another form of stealing. 

This is the exploitation of 
labour.

Profits are made when 
 capi ta l i s t s  put  workers , 
machines and raw materials 
together to produce goods for 
sale. Workers are the source 
of the value created, but their 
wages account only a small per-
centage of what they’ve made.

The remainder is unpaid 
labour that becomes the source 
of the bosses’ profits.

T
HE importance 
that bosses attach 
to their  workforce 
c o r r e s p o n d s 
direct ly to the 
amount of profit 

they create, and how easily 
“replaceable” they are.

In wealthier countries—
in the West, but also other 
states that developed rapidly 
in recent times—huge concen-
trations of machinery are com-
bined with vast investments in 
research.

This allows bosses to make 
even greater profits and accu-
mulate even more wealth, 
using relatively small numbers 
of highly skilled workers.

Each individual worker is 
exploited to such a degree that 

they produce much more profit 
for the system than hundreds 
who toil long hours for pennies 
in the poorest countries.

And it means skilled labour 
becomes a valuable commod-
ity in its own right—one that 
must be afforded a degree of 
protection.

M
AJOR invest-
m e n t s  a r e 
requ i red  to 
p r o d u c e  a 
highly trained 
workforce, to 

maintain its health and alle-
giance to the firm. 

For that reason most of 
the ruling class in the Global 
North are committed to a 
fairly advanced form of health 
provision.

Even in the US, where there 
is no free national health ser-
vice, big employers tend to 
offer health insurance as part 
of their pay package.

They simply cannot afford 
for the people that make them 
huge profits to be off sick for 
long periods. Or to be too poor 
to be quickly patched up and 
sent back to work.

That’s why Britain spends 
over 7.5 percent of Gross 
Domestic Product, the value of 
all the goods and services it pro-
duces in a year, on healthcare.

It is for that reason that 
the vast majority of major 
 employers want their staff vac-
cinated against Covid-19, and 
an efficiently organised pro-
gramme to make it happen.

The situation in India and 
many other poorer countries is 
different.

Capitalist development in 
India was terribly hamstrung 
by British colonialism that 

As India’s health system collapses under a new wave of 
Covid-19, Yuri Prasad examines whether Western workers 
are gaining from the way imperialism operates

It is not 
ordinary  
people in the 
West who  
have robbed 
India  

‘‘ 

VACCINE 
DISPARITY 

IS IMPERIALISM IN WORKERS’ INTERESTS?  

Hospitals in India are low on supplies while cases skyrocket

Revolutionary  
Leon Trotsky
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lasted until 1947. Whatever 
surplus could be made from the 
poor in India, either on the land 
or in production, was quickly 
exported to Britain.

There it lined the pockets of 
the rich. 

But the British poor, forced 
into the new wave of factories 
in the 18th and 19th  centuries 
and languishing in slum  
housing, never saw a penny of it.

Indian capita l i sm was 
 therefore in a much weaker 
position to invest in the latest 
machinery and to research the 
latest productive techniques. 

Instead it was forced to use 
large pools of cheap, lower 
skilled labour as a way of com-
peting on the global market.

In this situation, the surplus 
that each worker contributes 
towards the Indian bosses’ prof-
its is generally much smaller 
than in economically advanced 
countries. 

In turn, the boss considers 
each worker as being of little 
value and relatively easy to 
replace.

That is a crucial reason why 
public health spending in India 
accounts for just 1.26 percent 
of Gross Domestic Product—
and why the poor barely receive 
any medical care at all.

This is one of the most impor-
tant reasons why India, despite 
being a vaccine manufacturing 
powerhouse, has not rolled out 
a vaccination programme on a 
scale required.

I
T IS not ordinary people 
in the West who have 
robbed India of a decent 
vaccination programme. 
It is a system of economic 
priorities that spans the 

globe which is responsible.
And although globally dif-

ferent workers have different 
experiences, being at the mercy 
of profit isn’t a positive for any 
worker.

Increasingly the certainties 
that capitalism and  imperialism 
were once able to offer  workers 
in the most economically 
advanced nations are fading 
away. 

For many people, secure jobs 
on good pay and pensions are 
relics from the past.

Capitalism’s crisis means 
each generation now faces the 
prospect of a harder life than 
their parents and grandparents, 
and that is a source of huge 
 bitterness—as yet untapped.

The collapse of legitimacy of 
the system in both the Global 
North and South opens the 
prospect of a fight against the 

system across the world. It can 
unite workers in countries both 
rich and poor.

Russian revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky willed the collapse of 
the imperialist British Empire. 

He talked of how the com-
bination of struggles in Britain 
and its colony India might lead 
to a new and better society.

“If we take Britain and India 
as polarised varieties of the capi-
talist type, then we are obliged 
to say that the  internationalism 
of the British and Indian  
proletariats does not at all rest on 
an identity of conditions, tasks 
and methods, but on their indi-
visible interdependence,” he said.

“Successes for the liberation 
movement in India presuppose 
a revolutionary movement in 
Britain and vice versa. Neither 
in India, nor in England is it 
possible to build an independ-
ent socialist society.

“Both of them will have to 
enter as parts into a higher 
whole. Upon this and only 
upon this rests the unshak-
able foundation of Marxist 
internationalism.”

Over 34 million 
people in Britain 
have had at least 
one Covid-19 
vaccine dose (top) 
The British Empire 
plundered and 
ruled India for 
hundreds of years 
(above)   
 

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

The roots of armed struggle 
in Northern Ireland

Repression led to 
uprising and armed 
struggle, explains 
Simon Basketter
OPERATION Banner—
An Analysis Of Military 
Operations In Northern 
Ireland from 1969 to 2007 
was co-written by General 
Mike Jackson. He was 
second in command of 
the Parachute Regiment 
when they shot dead 14 
unarmed people in Derry on 
Bloody Sunday in 1972. 

According to his and other 
official histories, the conflict 
in Northern Ireland was 
about two warring tribes, 
Catholics and Protestants, 
who for their own safety 
had to be separated.

In truth the British state 
colluded, encouraged and 
ordered attacks and atrocities 
by its soldiers. Military 
intelligence recruited, trained 
and armed Loyalist murder 
gangs in Northern Ireland, 
ordering them to carry out 
a series of assassinations.

The Labour government 
sent troops onto the streets 
in 1969 to prop up a Unionist 
government. It ran Northern 
Ireland as a sectarian, 
one-party state but was 
facing mass resistance.

In July 1970 the British 
imposed a curfew on 
the Lower Falls Catholic 
area of Belfast. 

They sealed the area off, 
saturated it with gas and shot 
four unarmed civilians dead.

It was February 1971 
before the Republicans 
of the IRA killed their 
first British soldier. 

In August 1971 the army 
swooped into Catholic areas 
at dawn, dragging off 346 
men to be interned without 
trial, often for years. Nine 
people were shot dead as 
rioting spread in response. 

By now the IRA was 
recruiting widely.

A month before Bloody 
Sunday General Harry Tuzo, 
the army commander in 
Northern Ireland, told the then 
Tory government, “A choice 
had to be made between 
accepting areas where the 
army was unable to go or 
to mount a major operation 
which would involve, at 
some stage, shooting at 

unarmed civilians.” As 
the repression intensified 
and armed resistance 
replaced mass struggle, 
the IRA’s influence grew.

British policy was to 
use force to contain the 
conflict. In 1975 the Labour 
government was embarrassed 
by international criticism 
of the number of political 
prisoners—then 3,000—
in jail. In a typical Labour 
Party move, Northern Ireland 
secretary Merlyn Rees 
abolished political status, and 
they became just prisoners.

Support
Prisoners protested for 
years in the jails and a mass 
movement grew in support. 

Prisoners were prepared 
to starve themselves to death 
for the right to be treated 
as political prisoners.

The hunger strikes 
won massive support in 
Ireland, north and south, 
and around the world. 

In 1981 a hunger 
striker, Bobby Sands, was 
elected MP for Fermanagh 
and South Tyrone. A 
month later, he died.

Sands was the first of ten 
hunger strikers the British 
government allowed to 
die. Over 100,000 people 

attended his funeral and 
there were major strikes 
north and south on the day.

That mass mobilisation 
forced a rethink from 
the Republicans. 

Talk of imminent victory 
had been dropped, and a 
“long war” strategy adopted. 

Nationalist movements 
look to both bosses and 
workers because loyalty to 
the nation trumps any class 
interests. So an increase in 
republican use of socialist 
language went hand in 
hand with fundraising from 
right wing US politicians.

The grassroots were 
promised an “Armalite and 
ballot box” strategy. It led to a 
political campaign of “bombing 
to the negotiating table.” 

It rested on an ability 
to carry off repeated 
“spectaculars” that shook 
the establishment while 
building up electoral support.

Meanwhile by the mid-
1990s, the British state 
hoped to reach a compromise 
with the Republicans that 
would make sectarianism 
in Northern Ireland more 
manageable for Britain.

The British security 
forces recognised they 
could not defeat the IRA by 
military means. The IRA’s 
leadership recognised it 
could not defeat Britain.

It took mass 
demonstrations north and 
south to force the issue 
beyond a stalemate, but a 
peace deal was reached. 

The final column will 
look at the nature of the 
Irish peace process and its 
consequences for today.
This is the third in a series 
of articles on the partition of 
Ireland. Read our full coverage 
at bit.ly/SWPartition100

MEMORIAL MURAL in Derry commemorating the victims 
of Bloody Sunday  Picture:Jimmy Harris

British policy 
was to use 
force to  
contain the 
conflict 
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IRELAND
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AT A Scottish Independence rally in 2019 

New book shows how the British state could break
by RODDY SLORACH 

THE SCOTTISH elections 
could pose a major threat to 
Boris Johnson’s government.

A new majority for the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP)—or pro-independence 
par t i e s  toge ther—wi l l 
intens i fy  demands for 
a  new referendum on 
independence. 

And in turn it will raise 
questions about the future of 
the British state.

The series of essays in 
this impressive new book 
discuss key issues relating to  
the  Sco t t i sh  na t iona l 
question. 

As the title suggests, a key 
theme is that the withdrawal 
of Scotland would deal a huge 
blow to the British state, the 
world’s oldest imperial power. 

Contradictory
The authors examine Scottish 
history from a Marxist 
perspective and explain the 
contradictory nature of the 
SNP, including the growing 
fractures in its ranks.

One memorable moment 
in the Scottish independence 
referendum campaign of 
2014 came when a large 

group of Labour MPs arrived 
in Glasgow.

They came from London 
in an attempt to shore up the 
faltering No to independence 
campaign.

Their city centre walking 
tour was comprehensively 
wrecked by a rickshaw rider, 
whose boom box blared out 
the Imperial March from the 
film Star Wars. 

His Youtube video, entitled 
“Empire Strikes Back,” 

attracted well over half a 
million views. 

This episode highlighted 
key issues which have since 
increased in prominence. 
Millions of Scots see the 
Westminster establishment 
as remote and oppressive. 

They feel betrayed by a 
Labour Party which united 
with the Tories to defend the 
British state in what in 2014 
became known as the “bitter 
together” campaign.

These factors have helped 
to fuel a growing sense of 
rebellion against Tory policies 
which have been repeatedly 
rejected at the polls by a large 
majority of Scottish voters.  

Scotland first became a 
nation state with the 1707 Act 
of Union, which established 
a new partnership with the 
rising English bourgeoisie. 

Marxist historian Neil 
Davidson saw the act as a 
vital stage in completing the 
English Revolution of 1640.

It led to the crushing of 
the Jacobite rebellion of 
1745, ending the threat of 
counter-revolution from 
an alliance of Scottish 
nobles and Catholic France.

It also cleared the way for 
the rapid development of 
industry north and south of 
the border.

Contrary to myth, the deal 
was highly favourable to 
Scottish rulers. 

Their debts were paid and 
key institutions such as the 
church, legal and educational 
systems were retained in the 
new state-within-a-state.

This created a new Scottish 
national identity, including 
romantic myths which were 
cultivated for over 200 years 

as part of a larger British 
identity.

The authors move on to 
analyse the growth of the 
SNP, founded during the 
1930s recession as Scottish 
industry lost out to its 
international competitors. 

The party only lost its 
fringe status in the 1990s, 
when its growing electoral 
success led the Labour 
government to set up a new 
Scottish Parliament.  

Contrary to Labour hopes, 
this only enhanced the SNP’s 

appeal. And its adoption 
of mildly reformist policies 
helped it to replace Labour 
as the dominant force in 
Scottish politics. 

The  book  cont ras t s 
Scotland’s role in empire 
with the violent oppression of 
Ireland and its revolutionary 
nationalist movement. 

But stresses the danger 
for socialists of conflating 
national and class unity. This 
can lead to siding with the 
imperialist nationalism of the 
British state. 

On the other hand it can 
also give a “communist 
colouration” to the SNP’s goal 
of simply establishing a new 
Scottish capitalism.

The history of class 
struggle in Scotland, from the 
anti-slavery tour by abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass to the 
Glasgow equal pay strikes, 
leads to the book’s conclusion. 

It is that the struggles 
of working people provide 
hope for revolutionary social 
change, not the cautious 
neoliberalism of the SNP.

Breaking Up the British State—
Scotland, Independence and 
Socialism is available at  
Bookmarks Bookshop, £12. Go 
to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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How does 
culture 
affect the 
human 
brain?
John Parrington spoke to Sophie Squire 
about his new book Mind Shift

SOCIALIST SCIENTIST John 
Parrington’s new book Mind 

Shift—How Culture Transformed 
the Human Brain delves into the 
connection between the inner 
workings of the brain, the indi-
vidual mind and consciousness.

By examining how our minds can 
produce and enjoy art,  literature 
and music—as well as examining 
the causes of mental distress—
John explores what it means to be 
human.

The book draws extensively on 
the latest studies on the human 
brain that have uncovered just how 
different it is from those of animals.

One unique feature of human 
beings is how we use tools to contin-
ually transform the world around us.

Another is our capacity for 
 language. It allows us to communi-
cate with other human beings but 
also to reason and plan. 

Both of these capacities have led 
to the development and growth 
of our brains far beyond that of 
animals.

As John remarks in his book, this 
is something that socialist revolu-
tionary Friedrich Engels first iden-
tified—although his theories were 
largely ignored for many decades.

“Engels had the insight that 
many—including Charles Darwin 

didn’t have,” says 
John. “But I think 
it was Engels’ role 
as an  activist 
and a revolu-

tionary which 
 enabled him 
to understand 
that labour 
w a s  t h e 
 driving force 
i n  h u m a n 
d e v e l o p -

m e n t . ” 

One theorist that did take Engels’ 
theory and expanded on it was 
Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky, 
especially on the subject of 
language.

“Language is something that 
really sets us apart from animals. 
We should see language as a tool 
inside our heads that has  completely 
altered the way in which we think,” 
says John.

In a chapter dedicated to 
 language, John integrates some 
different ways that scientists have 
sought to study thought.

In later chapters John also 
 interrogates the significance of 
art, literature and music in our 
development.

This chapter includes fascinating 
details of a study that has tried to 
prove that our brains have evolved 
so that, “music can coordinate 
group activities.”

And John also goes on to write 
about how music may have helped 
our prehistoric ancestors.

Tools
“One possibility is that it helped 
coordinate the social production of 
tools. Another is that it could have 
aided primitive hunters.

“When humans walk, we make 
noise, and the sounds of the 
 footsteps of a group of hunters 
could potentially mask the sound 
of a predatory animal or other 
 auditory indications of danger.”

But importantly, music also 
allows human beings to convey 
meaning, and in a way that can 
sometimes transcend the realms 
of what is possible through words 
alone.

Throughout the book, John not 
only writes about the significance of 
music, art and literature, but also 
examines how culture has had an 
impact on the way our brains work.

Mind Shift expertly draws 
together how culture in a broad 
sense has made humans into what 
we are today.

MIND SHIFT explores how our environment and culture affect our minds

Mental distress and the struggle
MENTAL distress impacts vast 
sections of the population, 

and many have tried to understand 
the root of why so many of us are 
affected.

Why things go wrong in 
the mind and the brain is a 
big question which Mind Shift 
explores.

John told Socialist Worker that 
there are often two main ways that 
mental health is understood.

“There are those who are 
biological determinists—they 
believe it is mainly biology or 
genes that determine whether 
you will suffer from mental 
dysfunction,” says John.

In Mind Shift John explains 
this view has often led to social 
problems being “reduced to a 
problem of the individual, rooted 
in a defective biology.”

“There are others that say that 
biology—especially genes—don’t 
matter at all, for instance this is 
the stance of those that come from 
a behaviourist viewpoint,” says 
John.

“Often there is a tendency for 
those with this viewpoint to see 
humans as blank slates or empty 
vessels which I don’t think is 
correct.

“The truth is I think the human 
brains and minds are far more 
complex than is recognised by 
either stances.”

In the book, John looks in depth 
at several studies of schizophrenia, 
depression and anxiety—that 

point to many possible causes for 
the disorders. These include both 
physiological causes and being 
triggered by the sufferers’ lived 
experiences.

John says, “One of the main 
themes of Mind Shift is that 
concentrating on purely a 
biological or psychological view of 
the mind and mental distress has 
serious flaws. 

“And it might actually restrict 
our understanding of how the 
brain works.”

He adds that “If we are truly to 
understand the human mind we 
must explain how the biological 
object that is the brain has become 
infused with social influence.”

Beyond mental distress, John 
argues that changing forms of 
society have radically shaped how 
humans have developed.

He says, “Society radically 
restructures the human brain 
within an individual person’s 
lifetime, and it has also played 

a central role in the past history 
of our species, by shaping brain 
evolution.”

And John adds that in the 
process of struggle our brains may 
continue to be altered as well.

As he says, “In the last section of 
the book I talk about how the mind 
is altered by crisis during strikes 
and revolutionary upheavals.

“A central theme of the book 
is that the human brain is highly 
dynamic, with interconnections 
between different brain regions 
that can change as the social 
environment changes.

“It is this that allows the rapid 
changes in people’s thoughts and 
beliefs that can occur during mass 
movements and revolutions.”

NHS mental health services have been 
cut under Tory rule

John Parrington

Available at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop. co.uk
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UNITE UNION

Back Sharon 
Graham for 
general sec
THE UNITE union general 
secretary election race is 
about to begin following Len 
McCluskey’s announcement 
earlier this month that he will 
step down from the role. 

Socialist Worker is 
supporting Sharon Graham’s 
election campaign, which is 
centred on the slogan, “Let’s 
get back to the workplace.” 
She developed and leads 
Unite’s organising and 
leverage department.

From 6 May to 7 June, 
Unite union branches will 
nominate their chosen 
candidate. Candidates must 
receive nominations from at 
least 174 branches.

Camille, chair of Unite 
Public Health England 
Colindale LE/985 branch 
(pc), is supporting Graham. 
“The main reason is because 
Sharon Graham is focussed 
on workplace organising,” 
Camille explained.

She added, “It’s important 
to organise in the current 
climate with fire and rehire. 
In desperate times we want 
more chances to organise in 
the workplace.” 

The slogan “back to the 
workplace” can be a call 
for militancy and backing 
workers’ resistance.

But it can also be a 
backward demand for 
retreating from wider political 
struggles, or not challenging 
Labour leader Keir Starmer.

Divide
It’s crucial that, while voting 
for Graham, socialists 
insist on breaking down the 
traditional divide in the British 
labour movement between 
politics and economics.

Camille explained that 
she would like to see from 
Graham more on “what to do 
about racism in the workplace 
and climate change”.

“I’d like to hear what 
Graham has to say about 
connecting political issues 
with the workplace,” she 
added.

Graham is not a rank and 
file candidate who is directly 
expressing the feeling from the 
base of the union. Like other 
candidates, she is part of the 
Unite bureaucracy and that is 
a limit on her radicalism.

Pete Shaw, a member of 
the Unite national construction 
rank and file executive 
committee, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s very important” 
to have a rank and file acting 
independently that doesn’t rely 
on full time union officials.

“Elections are an exercise 
in how we mobilise our 
forces and it is a democratic 
process,” he explained.

“But the workplace 
is where it all happens. 
Hopefully we can get 
someone that can give that 
proper representation.”
Isabel Ringrose

Strikes against the 
victimisation of reps
by SADIE ROBINSON

A SERIES of strikes hit schools 
across England last week—
many of them sparked by the 
victimisation of union reps.

And behind the targeting 
of union activists are nasty 
attacks on jobs, conditions, 
safety and education.

NEU union members struck 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
at North Huddersfield Trust 
School in West Yorkshire in 
defence of victimised rep 
Louise Lewis.

Louise was suspended after 
she raised concerns about 
coronavirus safety measures.

Union members at Leaways 
School in Hackney, east 
London, also struck on the 
same days to defend NEU 
rep Ian Forsythe. He was 
sacked after workers started 
organising in the union.

Defence
And on Thursday, NEU 
members at Shrewsbury 
Colleges Group took their 
13th day of strikes in defence 
of victimised rep John Boken. 
Bosses targeted him after he 
raised concerns about racism.

An online solidarity meeting 
on Wednesday evening 
reflected the anger that 
exists among workers at how 
activists are being targeted.

Shrewsbury NEU rep Jean 
Evanson explained how John 
“found himself under increased 
scrutiny” after he reported an 
incident of racism. “We found 

that a file was kept secretly 
on him,” she said. John had 
highlighted a complaint from 
a student that a staff member 
had repeated a racist idea 
that black people aren’t good 
swimmers.

Daniel Kebede, senior vice 
president of the NEU, said this 
is a trope that “has roots in 
slavery”. “It was to justify that 
black people should be taken 
from Africa to the Americas to 
work in the fields,” he said.

“John was absolutely right 
to report that as racism. This 
case really matters. 

Silenced
“Not only is John being 
silenced, the young person 
who reported this is being 
silenced. It’s a vital battle—we 
need to rid our education 
system of racism.”

Weyman Bennett brought 
solidarity from Stand Up 
To Racism. He said it was 
important to defend teachers 
“who come forward and 
complain about racism”.

NEU members at The John 
Roan School in Greenwich, 
south east London, also struck 
on Thursday to defend rep 
Kirstie Paton.

Kirstie faces dismissal after 
she raised criticism over health 
and safety issues in the school.

The school is run by United 
Learning. Its boss, Jon Coles, 
is one of the highest paid 
multi-academy trust bosses in 
Britain—grabbing an annual 
salary of over £250,000 a year.

Meanwhile, bosses 

plan to make compulsory 
redundancies.

Tim Woodcock, district 
secretary of Greenwich NEU, 
said bosses “want to victimise 
Kirstie so they can intimidate 
staff into silence”.

“They want to push through 
job cuts and unsafe practices,” 
he added. “NEU members 
won’t stand for that. If that 
means more strikes to defend 
our reps, then so be it.”

Workers at Wednesday’s 
meeting described an 
“epidemic of victimisations” 
of NEU reps. But there is also 
growing resistance.

NEU member Jane Bassett 
described a “fantastic spirit” 
on the picket line at Leaways 
School. “There are teachers, 
support staff, black, white, 
young, old,” she said.

Battle
She added that the battle is also 
for students. “We’re fighting 
for decent sick pay,” she said. 
“But also fighting for those 
students—for better provision.”

At Shrewsbury, NEU 
members plan to strike for a 
day every week in the run-up 
to half term.

Striker Dave Charlton 
stressed why the struggles 
matter. “This fight is absolutely 
crucial,” he said.

“Instead of settlements, of 
people leaving because they 
can’t stand being in a certain 
workplace, we have to change 
that to a culture of threatening 
industrial action when our 
members are at risk.”

WORKERS AT Marple and Cheadle Sixth 
Form in Stockport, Greater Manchester, 
struck on Thursday of last week. It 
was the third day of strikes by over 50 
NEU union members at the college. 

NEU regional officer Jason Sharpe 
said there may be further industrial 
action in the fight for pay parity with all 
other sixth form colleges in England. 

Strikers have had their pay frozen 
for two years, while workers at others 

have had pay increases. But, “We’ll have 
to see if it’s allowed,” added Sharpe, 
picketing at the college entrance. 

While strikers want to fight on to win, 
all staff were due to transfer to the Trafford 
Group on Tuesday of this week. The 
merger has been planned for some time. 

Strikers are pleased to have 
had support from many students 
for their determined stance. 
Mike Killian

Workers are taking on 
 privatisation in Brighton
SCHOOL WORKERS are 
fighting plans to snatch 
schools from public 
ownership and turn them 
into privately-run academies.

Workers in the NEU, 
GMB and Unison unions 
at Moulsecoomb Primary 
school in Brighton struck last 
Wednesday and Thursday.

They are fighting a plan 
for The Pioneer Academy 
to be imposed as the new 
sponsor for the school.

Parents, children, 
councillors and local MP 
Lloyd Russell Moyle joined 
pickets outside the school on 
Wednesday morning. It was 
festooned with homemade 
banners and placards 
while passing vehicles 
constantly hooted support.

Parents voted by 
96 percent against turning 
the school into an academy 
in a ballot run by the council.

Unions are outraged 
that Lee Mason-Ellis, head 
of the Pioneer Academy, 
grabs £145,000-£150,000 
a year. They said such 
“bloated” pay “reduces 

resources devoted to 
children in the classroom”.

NEU branch secretary Paul 
Shellard said the strikes are 
“about the long-term security 
and success of the school”. 
He added that workers 
wouldn’t fall for Mason-Ellis’ 
“charm offensive”.

“The message is clear—
the sponsors should 
withdraw,” he said.

GMB branch secretary 
Mark Turner said workers 
would not stand for private 
groups being “parachuted 
in to take control of our 
school”. And local Unison 
education convenor Matt 
Webb condemned the 
“harmful and unnecessary 
ideological hostile takeover”.

He said the union would 
not allow the school to “be 
handed to an unaccountable 
and distant multi academy 
trust that bleeds money 
out of classrooms and into 
massive CEO pay cheques”.

Webb added, “Mason-Ellis 
needs to realise that this is 
not a battle he or his Pioneer 
Academy Trust can win.”

SCHOOLS

BEAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Fight for sick pay scheme
THERE WERE big picket 
lines at Beal High School in 
Redbridge, east London, last 
week as workers struck over 
sick pay.

The walkout, on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
of last week, followed a 
one‑day strike last month.

NEU union members 
are fighting for all staff 
to be included in a 
nationally‑agreed sick pay 
scheme. The union said that 
workers employed after 2016 
are currently excluded from it.

NEU members at the 
school have called six days 
of strikes in the dispute. 
Some 82 percent of those 
who voted backed strikes in 
a ballot.

NEU rep Sajia Iqbal told a 

local newspaper that strikers 
were not taking action 
lightly. But she added, “We 
are teaching our youth about 
equality.”

Workers held a virtual 
meeting with parents during 
the strike, attended by over 
70 people.

MOULSECOOMB PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Standing up in Redbridge

Unity on the picket line
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SCOTTISH COLLEGES

Victory over fire and 
rehire for lecturers
by DONNY GLUCKSTEIN

SCOTTISH college lecturers 
have won a major victory 
a g a i n s t  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  
nation-wide fire and rehire.

Around 5,000 EIS-Fela 
union members across all 26 
Scottish colleges launched 
escalating strikes in March. 

They were fighting plans 
to replace lecturers with 
instructors on lower pay and 
worse terms and conditions.

In response to the deal, 
Roz Foyer, Scottish TUC 
union federation general 
secretary, tweeted, “When 
workers stand together, they 
win together.”

Thanks
C h a r l i e  M o n t g o m e r y , 
pres ident  of  EIS-Fela , 
said, “A massive thanks 
to all members who took 
action to protect their own 
professionalism and defend 
the right of working class 
students to quality education.

“We have shown Colleges 
Scotland and the Scottish gov-
ernment that we understand 
colleges need lecturers.”

The lecturers suspended 
their strikes on Wednesday 
after ratifying an agreement. 

Once implemented, it will 
stop lecturer replacement 
and overturn bosses’ fire and 
rehire at Forth Valley College.

But workers at the college 
are remaining on strike. 

The battle continues to 
force the bosses to honour 
the deal and reinstate  
25 downgraded lecturers to 
their full job status, terms 
and conditions.

An a lmost  ident ica l 
deal—called Employers’ 
Proposal—was negotiated in 

early March and the union 
suspended the action, only to 
discover that the employers 
walked away from it.

It was tricky balloting and 
striking in the pandemic 
because almost all members 
were working from home. 

When industrial action 
began, we faced a near 
total media blackout and a 
Scottish government that 
carefully looked away while 
the employers tried to crush 
the union. What made the 

difference was workers’ 
determination to stand up 
for students and education—
and the solidarity and lessons 
learned from other disputes.

Donations and messages 
of support showed we were 
not alone and helped reduce 
financial hardship for the 
worst affected. 

The “get the vote out” 
method borrowed from the 
UCU union’s successful cam-
paign against redundancies 
at Heriot Watt university 
delivered large turnouts in 
ballots. 

Opportunity
And we made full use of the 
political opportunity created 
by the Scottish parliamentary 
election.

Social media and hustings 
meant politicians the length 
and breadth of Scotland were 
hounded with the question—
“If you teach in a college 
are you a lecturer?” Nicola 
Sturgeon was eventually 
compelled to say that fire and 
rehire was unacceptable.

With bosses using fire and 
rehire  across Britain, the 
Scottish college lecturers 
have shown that sustained 
strikes are the way to beat 
back the attacks.

JACOB DOUWE EGBERTS

Fight brews at coffee giant
WORKERS AT Jacob 
Douwe Egberts (JDE) in 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, 
were set to strike for 24 
hours this Saturday.

Unite union members 
began a continuous 
overtime ban last Saturday 
over the coffee company’s 
plans to fire and rehire 
291 employees.

And more than 100 
workers and their 
supporters joined a socially-
distanced protest outside 
the coffee plant on May Day.

JDE is one of the latest 
employers to use the 
practice of sacking their 
workers and re-employing 
them on worse pay 
and conditions.

Unite convenor 
Chris Moon said, “It’s 
horrendous. Some of our 
members are set to lose 
thousands of pounds.

“I’ve had members in 
tears, worried that they’ll 
lose their homes.”

Other workers expressed 

their outrage at the bosses’ 
attacks and intimidation.

“We worked so hard 
throughout the pandemic 
—we got a couple of quid 
and a box of stale cakes as 
a thank you,” said one. 

“And then this kick 
in the teeth.”

But the workers were 
buoyed by the protest, 
Chris Moon added, “I’m so 
proud of our members—it’s 
been a fantastic turnout.”

There was constant 
noise from drivers beeping 
their horns on the main 
road as they passed the 
protest outside the factory.

There’s also fantastic 
solidarity from JDE 
workers across Europe. 

In France they’re 
discussing one-hour 
stoppages, and overtime 
bans begin next week in the 
Netherlands and Germany.
lPlease send messages 
of support to chris.gray@
unitetheunion.org
Pat Carmody

BATTLE STILL on at Forth Valley College     Picture: @eisforthvalley

Fightbacks  
in Thurrock
COUNCIL WORKERS in 
Thurrock, Essex, are still 
striking against bosses’ 
plans to “brutally cut their 
pay and conditions”. 

The Tory-run council 
wants to slash highway 
maintenance, refuse and 
street cleaning workers’ pay.

Around 100 Unite union 
members are saying no 
to cuts in payments for 
working unsocial hours, 
overtime, night shifts 
and bank holidays.
lDonations to the strike fund 
to Unite 1/1152, sort code 
60-83-01, account number 
20216557. Messages of 
solidarity to willie.howard@ 
unitetheunion.org

nCARE WORKERS in the 
same council have voted by 
98 percent for strikes over 
cuts in a consultative ballot. 

The GMB union members  
staged a protest outside the 
council building last Friday 
and have plans for more.

Jobcentres 
safety ballot
THE PCS is to ballot 
Jobcentre members over the 
return to unsafe workplaces

They are being asked if 
they are prepared to take 
industrial action. This is in 
response to the Department 
for Work and Pensions’ 
decision to restart face to face 
interviews with claimants.

Reps have been inundated 
with concerns from 
frightened members. 

In a previous consultative 
ballot last August, 77 percent 
of members stated they were 
prepared to take action. This 
resulted in concessions. 

PCS has briefed groups 
such as Disabled People 
Against Cuts who have been 
supportive of our campaign. 
The consultative ballot runs 
from this week to 21 May.

Branches need to hold 
members’ meetings and pull 
out all the stops to get a 
strong Yes vote.
Steve West, PCS DWP group 
executive (personal capacity)

Success for NHS workers
A GROUP of low paid but 
fearless NHS workers in 
Carlisle have defeated one of 
the biggest outsourcing firms 
it was announced on Friday.

Strikes by more than 150 
porters, cleaners and catering 
staff in the Unison and GMB 
unions at the Cumberland 
Infirmary have finally won 
NHS enhanced pay rates 
for working evenings, 
nights and weekends.

Contractor Mitie had long 
claimed it couldn’t afford to 
meet the unions’ demands 
for proper unsocial hours 
payments. It joined a line 
of previous employers who 
had also pled poverty.

But persistent, 
solid strikes have now 
brought Mitie to heel.

“The mood here is 
buoyant,” Unison branch 
secretary Liz Walsh told 
Socialist Worker.

“Naturally, the finer 
details are still to be ironed 
out, but the members are 
rightly proud of themselves 
for standing together.

“My message to 
others is to support each 
other—stay strong and 
ignore the naysayers.”

The Carlisle strike proves 
it is possible to beat the 

faceless multinationals that 
have taken over so much of 
the non-clinical operations 
of the health service.

National unions should 
use this victory to launch 
a united campaign.

nBIOMEDICAL scientists at 
a Lancashire NHS trust will 
stop doing night, weekend 
and late shifts after bosses 
reneged on a pay deal.

The Unite union said that 
21 of its members working 
for East Lancashire Hospitals 
NHS Trust were owed back 
pay of up to £8,000. 

The scientists, who 
analyse blood samples 
at the Royal Blackburn 
Hospital and the Burnley 
General Teaching Hospital, 
were set to strike from this 
Friday until Friday 4 June. 

nCAMPAIGNERS are keeping 
up the pressure on NHS 
pay. The government’s 
1 percent offer was met 
with derision at a protest 
outside Queens Medical 
Centre in Nottingham. 

The action was supported 
by the Unison, Unite and 
RCN union s. Activists also 
leafleted health workers 
in Southend, Essex.

nAROUND 400 bus workers 
at Go North West in 
Manchester are in the tenth 
week of an indefinite strike 
against fire and rehire.

Bosses want to impose 
an inferior contract leaving 
them £2,500 a year worse off.

nWORKERS IN the tenant 
referencing department of 
London-based Goodlord 
continue strikes over 
fire and rehire plans.

This will see wages cut by 
up to £6,000. 
lPickets at Goodlord HQ 
in Spitalfields, east London, 
were planned for Tuesday and 
Thursday this week at 11.30am

nTUGBOAT CREWS at the 
Devonport naval base in 
Plymouth are being balloted 
for another wave of strikes 

over rostas that could 
continue into early July.

Around 40 Unite union 
members employed by Serco 
Marine are involved.

nWORKERS AT Bromley 
libraries are being balloted 
for industrial action over 
new shift patterns.

The 17 Unite union 
members are resisting plans 
to change working hours.

nOVER 170 workers at 
the glass manufacturing 
company ENCIRC in 
Elton, Cheshire, are 
striking over working 
patterns and contracts.

Unite union members voted 
95 percent yes for strikes.

Twelve days of strikes were 
set to start on Thursday this 
week with a 48-hour walkout.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTCIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

ROUND-UP

EDUCATION

HEALTH

UCU UNION members at the 
University of Liverpool plan 
to begin industrial action 
from Monday of next week to 
defend jobs.  

Over 1,000 workers 
will only work to contract 
and will boycott voluntary 
activities. The action is in 
response to bosses’ plans to 
slash up to 47 teaching and 
research jobs in the faculty 
of health and life sciences.  

President of the UCU 
branch Anthony O’Hanlon 
described this as a 
“senseless attack on jobs”.  

Some 90 percent of union 
members who voted backed 

industrial action in a ballot. 
The union said more action 
could follow, including a 
marking boycott and strikes.  

nSTUDENTS protested 
outside Chester Town 
Hall on Wednesday of last 
week, against plans to cut 
27 jobs at the University 
of Chester. They have also 
launched a petition.  

University staff joined 
the protest. The UCU branch 
held its biggest ever meeting 
over the attacks, and voted 
by 96 percent to “pursue all 
means necessary” to oppose 
compulsory redundancies.

 Defending university jobs
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Global horror as coronavirus infections have reached all-time high
by CHARLIE KIMBER

DESPITE THE drumbeat 
of propaganda that the 
world is “ready to return 
to normal”, the number 
of global coronavirus 
cases continues to rise 
to terrible new heights.

New figures released 
from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
showed that there had 
been nearly 5,750,000 
cases reported in a single  
week. 

That was the highest 
number since the 
pandemic began and an 
increase of over 450,000 

on the week before.
And the next week was 

set to see similar figures.
It’s not just India that 

is driving the rise.
Brazil, with more than 

14.7 million confirmed 
coronavirus cases and 
more than 400,000 
deaths, continues to have 
the highest daily rate 
of Covid-19 deaths per 
million in the world.

And there are fears that 
Africa might soon face 
similar horrors to India.

“What is happening in 
India cannot be ignored 
by our continent,” John 
Nkengasong, director 

of the Africa Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said last week.

“We do not have enough 
healthcare workers, we do 
not have enough oxygen.”

South Africa’s health 
minister, Zweli Mkhize, 
warned last week of a 
third wave of infections.

Covid has already killed 
55,000 people in South 
Africa, according to official 
figures. Excess mortality 
statistics suggest the 
actual toll may be two or 
even three times higher.

So far only 300,000 
health workers, out of 
a total of 1.25 million, 

have been vaccinated 
in South Africa.

Ruling classes in the US, 
Europe, central and south 
America press on with 
proclamations of imminent 
economic resurgence.

That endangers their 
own populations. 

But it’s also a national 
short-sightedness that will 
abandon poorer parts of 
the world to mass death.

More than one 
billion doses of Covid-
19 vaccines have been 
administered globally. 

But 82 percent of 
them were given in 
high and upper-middle 

income countries.
WHO director general 

Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said last 
week that just 0.3 
percent of all vaccines 
administered so far were 
given to people in 
 low-income countries.

Yet governments 
including in the US 
and Britain continue 
to block moves to lift 
vaccine patents. 

SPLITS AT TOP OVER 
INDIA’S COVID CRISIS
by YURI PRASAD

INDIA’S HARD right prime 
minister Narendra Modi is 
finally feeling the heat after 
weeks of Covid-19 devastat-
ing the country. 

The terr ib le  to l l  o f 
infection and death, coupled 
with revelations of his 
government’s failure to 
respond to the virus’s second 
wave, is spreading revulsion 
among ordinary people.

Millions of people in the 
key state of West Bengal this 
week voted against Modi’s 
BJP party, and its politics of 
hatred and division.

The party had poured 
money and hundreds and 
organisers into the state, 
which for decades was known 
as a bastion of Communism.

Modi and all the best-
known BJP politicians all 
rushed there for huge election 
rallies, even as Covid-19 was 
spreading in India at the 
fastest rate in the world.

Opponents
If the BJP could win in West 
Bengal it would decimate all 
political opponents.

But things did not go 
according to plan.

Fierce government critic 
and incumbent state chief 
minister, Mamata Banerjee, 
won more than 200 out of 
294 seats in the regional 

assembly. The BJP managed 
just 80.

And elsewhere the party 
also fared badly. 

“It’s a slap on the face of 
the BJP,” said Gilles Verniers, 
a political scientist at Ashoka 
University. “The message is 

that the Modi brand on its 
own is probably fading, and 
is insufficient to compensate 
for the lack of proper organi-
sation and governance.”

Now, as Modi appears to 
be hitting the rocks, some of 
his supporters appear to be 

jumping ship.
Adar Poonawalla, the 

much hated head of Serum 
Institute of India, attacked 
the Indian government for 
its failures. 

Poonawalla has been 
widely targeted for hiking 

the price of his Covishield 
vaccine—and admitting 
he wants to make “super 
profits”.

Keen to deflect attention, 
he turned his fire on the 
Modi government, blaming 
it for the failing vaccination 

programme.
He told the Financial 

T imes  newspaper  las t 
weekend that  he  fe l t 
“victimised” and that Modi 
had ordered just 21 million 
vaccinations in February. He 
said Modi gave no indication 
that more would be needed. 

A few weeks later Modi 
panicked and tried to order 
another 110 million doses 
but the company could not 
keep up, said Poonawalla

The government’s failure 
to track the virus and to 
prepare for a new wave is to 
blame for the collapse of the 
countries healthcare systems 
he added. 

Indian vaccine manufac-
turers say it will be months 
before they can deal with the 
vaccine shortage.

Poonawalla and India’s 
big pharma firms have 
long been supporters of the 
BJP’s neoliberal economic 
programme.

Now, as anger with the 
Modi regime spreads and 
more ruling class figures 
speak out against him, it 
is vital that the left take 
advantage.

Election campaigning 
effectively suspended many 
of the popular campaigns 
that rocked Modi’s regime.

Now they must return 
to the streets with new 
confidence. 

INDIAN PRIME minister Narendra Modi  
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