
Palestine remains 
terrorised 
israeli apartheid after the bombing >>page 20

Virus Dangers 
in tory DemanDs  
for ‘freeDom Day’
risks of new variant  >>page 4
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g7 leaders feast as planet burns
l their system blocks vaccines for 
billions l lies about taxing rich

nhs

tory plan to sell 
your medical data 
hits opposition
OppOsitiOn is growing 
to tory plans that would 
allow private businesses 
and others to access the full 
medical histories of 55 million 
nHs patients in England.

Doctors’ surgeries in tower 
Hamlets, east London, have 
already agreed to withhold 
the data when collection 
begins.
>>page 6

peru

presidential 
election scares 
the elite
Peru’s presidential 
election could trigger 
sharp class battles. The 
result of the vote was on 
a knife-edge as socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Left wing candidate Pedro 
Castillo is a self-proclaimed 
 socialist. In stark contrast, 
Keiko Fujimori is the choice 
of the elites. 
>>page 8

radical history

Peasants’ revolt—
when people 
fought corruption
DEaDLy iLLnEss ravaged 
the world, and a small 
corrupt elite enriched itself 
above everyone else, backed 
by authoritarian laws.

it could only lead to one 
thing—the vengeful killing of 
people in charge by a giant, 
angry mob.
>>pages 14&15
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Care home raised fees to 
line rich bosses’ pockets 
Britain’s  Biggest care  home 
 operator raised fees for residents in the 
pandemic while funnelling cash to its 
super-rich owners.

Private equity-owned HC-One has 
been accused of using loans and a 
complex web of offshore structures to 
“extract cash” and reduce its tax bill.

newly published accounts reveal the 
company, which has 8,000 residents 
in 170 care homes, increased fees to 
 residents and councils by 3.6 percent 
last year.

it meant that the average resident was 
paying £40,196 a year by september 
2020. 

Meanwhile, its founder, Dr Chai Patel, 
a Labour donor, extracted £2  million 
in “management fees” during the year 
through his investment vehicle Court 
Cavendish.

accountancy experts claim HC’s 
owners have used a complex web of 
loans and shell companies in tax havens 
to extract cash and reduce taxes paya-
ble in Britain. HC-One’s ultimate parent 

company is incorporated in the tax 
haven of the Cayman islands.

it also owns property through a 
company registered in the isle of Man, 
where profit from rental income is not 
subject to corporation tax. 

HC-One said its overseas compa-
nies are registered for and pay tax in 
Britain.

nick Hood, an analyst at advisory 
firm Opus restructuring, told this is 
Money website, “it’s profit extraction, 

pure and simple. What is that doing to 
the quality of care at the frontline?”

Prem sikka, professor of  accounting 
at the University of sheffield, said, “they 
are essentially loading the  company up 
with debt so they can extract returns 
and reduce the tax bill.

“it’s a murky world and it’s wrong.”
HC-One paid out £48.5 million in 

 dividends in 2017 and 2018, while at 
the same time warning of cuts for care 
providers.

lGamblinG loGos can appear more than 700 
times in a single football match, according to a 

Channel4 documentary. analysis using methodology 
drawn up by Dr Robin ireland, found there were up 
to 716 gambling “exposures” in a match between 
newcastle United and Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
They both have gambling sponsors. The industry 
agreed to a voluntary “whistle-to-whistle” ban on 
TV advertising during some games. but ireland’s 
research found that their branding is still constantly 
visible, particularly on pitchside hoardings.

Donation of £500,000 
follows peerage award
A Tory donor gave the 
party £500,000 days after 
he took up his seat in the 
House of Lords following 
his nomination as a peer 
by Boris Johnson.

Lord Peter Cruddas, 
a leading City figure, 
helped finance Johnson’s 
leadership bid. He 
gave the Tories half a 
million on 5 February, 
according to the Electoral 
Commission. He was 
introduced to the House 
of Lords on 2 February.

Cruddas founded the 
spread betting group CMC 
Markets which is worth 
close to £1.2 billion. 

A former Conservative 
party treasurer, he resigned 
from that post in 2012 in a 
“cash for access” scandal. 

The House of Lords’ 
appointments commission 
refused to endorse 
Cruddas’s nomination. 

Johnson took 
the unusual step of 
overruling its decision. 

At the time, Johnson 
noted that Cruddas had 
apologised for “any 
impression of impropriety” 
and an internal audit had 
found “no intentional 
wrongdoing”.

No ‘immigrants or 
foreigners’ for Queen
in 1968 the queen’s 
chief financial manager 
said that “it was not 
the practice to appoint 
coloured immigrants or 
foreigners” to clerical roles 
in the royal household. 

However, they were 
permitted to work as 
domestic servants, 
Lord tryon told 
government officials.

Documents in the 
national archives have 
revealed how the queen 
has avoided, and still 
avoids, the requirements 
of equality legislation.

in the 1960s government 
ministers sought to 
introduce laws that would 
make it illegal to refuse to 
employ an individual on 

the grounds of their race 
or ethnicity. the Labour 
government, under its home 
secretary James Callaghan, 
had long discussions 
with royal officials before 
introducing the laws. 

the documents suggest 
the government thought it 
could not go ahead without 
providing exemptions for 
the royals that satisfied 
their demands. 

the queen has remained 
personally exempted from 
those equality laws for 
more than four decades. 

this has made it 
impossible for women or 
black people working for 
her household to complain 
to the courts if they believe 
they face discrimination.

Millions lag 
behind on 
internet cost
aboUT 2.5 million people 
in britain are behind on 
broadband payments, 
according to a survey from 
Citizens advice.

The number has jumped 
by about 700,000 since 
before the pandemic.

Young people and those 
with children under 18 
were worst affected.

Households receiving 
universal credit were nine 
times more likely to be 
behind on their broadband 
bills than those who were 
not.

six months ago the 
toothless telecoms 
regulator ofcom urged 
providers to offer cut-price 
deals to those currently 
on universal credit. most 

refused.

British boss’s 
ship poisons  
Sri Lankan 
coastline
a bRiTisH businessman 
who prides himself on 
“preserving nature” can be 
revealed as the man at the 
centre of an environmental 
disaster threatening sri 
lanka (see page 9). 

Tim Hartnoll owns 
X-Press Feeders, whose 
cargo ship sank off 
the country’s western 
coast last week after an 
explosion started a 12-day 
fire on board. 

Hartnoll is chairman of 
XPress Feeders, which is 
insured in london. He has 
blamed the leak on poor 
packaging. 

He has also bought 
bawah Reserve, a luxury 
resort worth £23 million 
on remote indonesian 
islands. 

“We wanted to preserve 
and keep it as the first 
time when we saw it,” he 
said. 

Hartnoll adds that one 
aim is to “educate the 
locals on the importance 
of keeping the ocean 
clean”, 

“i have always been 
very passionate about 
preserving nature,” he 
assures us.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘When did 
#TheArchers 
go “woke”? 
Gay couples, a 
bisexual not in 
need of their 
counsel, an 
anti-plastics 
campaign topped 
up with a bout 
of alcoholism. Is 
nothing sacred?’
George Galloway, the former 
left wing MP, joins the culture 
war against Radio 4

‘I look back to my 
childhood and 
see things like 
caning, like mild 
paedophilia, and 
can’t find it in me 
to condemn it’
Scientist Richard Dawkins 
reflects on how his upbringing 
did him no harm apparently

‘They’ve come 
to see him and 
the rest of the 
team score 
goals, not to 
make a political 
statement 
on behalf of 
a dangerous 
Marxist cult’
Conservative thinker 
Darren Grimes explains why 
England fans should boo 
Marcus Rashford
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l an iTalian artist reportedly 
sold an “invisible” sculpture 

for almost £13,000 at an auction 
that took place earlier this month.

The art does not exist—except in 
the imagination of the artist.

according to italy24news, 
salvatore Garau’s sculpture 
“i am” must be displayed in a 
private room. The buyer received 
a “certificate of authenticity”.
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Prioritise poverty, not police  
THE COST of protecting world 
leaders at the G7 summit in 
Cornwall will be £70 million or 
more. 

Steel fences have already been 
put up around the five-
star Carbis Bay Hotel 
where the summit will 
be held. 

Devon and Cornwall 
police will be joined 
by 5,000 extra officers 
from around Britain. 

Many campaigners 
are angry the Tories 
are happy to spend 
millions on the summit 
while Cornwall remains 
one of the poorest 
areas in Britain.  

A recent report found that one 
in five children in Cornwall live in 
poverty.

House prices in the county 
have soared in the past year, but 

average wages are 
much lower than in 
other parts of Britain. 

One resident of 
Pengegon estate in 
Camborne, near Carbis 
Bay, said, “Cornwall is 
the end of the line— 
we are always 
forgotten.”

Another said the G7 
preparations showed 
there is “one rule for 
them and another for 
us.”

IN BRIEF
Workers to pay 
for pandemic   
LOW PAID workers face a 
jobs “rollercoaster” after 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
according to a new report by 
the Resolution Foundation.

The lowest paid workers 
are being pushed to return 
to work at a faster rate 
than others. But they also 
face the greatest threat 
of job insecurity and 
unemployment. 

When lockdown began 
in March last year, it was 
working class people who 
paid with an inadequate 
furlough scheme and attacks 
on working conditions.

Unemployment is expected 
to rise when furlough ends in 
September. 

Again, workers will be hit 
hardest.

Furlough end 
spells disaster
THE GMB union has warned 
of “dire consequences” if the 
furlough scheme ends too 
early.

It says 105,000 potential 
redundancies were notified 
between January and  
April.

GMB general secretary 
Gary Smith said, “Recovery 
is a process, not an event, 
and these findings expose 
the fragilities in our economy 
and labour market.

“It would be negligent of 
the government to think we 
can go back to business as 
usual.”

Children suffer 
in lockdown
OVER 80 percent of 
children’s charities 
said young people are 
experiencing serious mental 
health issues because of how 
lockdown measures were 
implemented.

Social isolation, parents’ 
economic difficulties 
and fears of the virus 
have resulted in almost 
86,000 children in London 
expressing suicidal thoughts.

Three quarters of charities 
report children experiencing 
food insecurity.

And over 40 percent 
report an increase in abuse 
at home.
Sam Ord

G7 deal will not make big 
businesses pay their tax
by  SOPHIE SQUIRE

FINANCE MINISTERS from G7 coun-
tries gathered in London on Saturday 
to declare victory over corporate tax 
avoidance. 

They have designed a deal that 
claims tax-dodging firms will now 
have to pay more.

But don’t believe the hype. This 
scheme is less about taxing greedy 
corporations and more about 
 benefiting the rich countries that are 
part of the G7, who are meeting in 
Cornwall this week.

The agreement supposedly means 
that companies will have to pay an 
“unprecedented” global minimum of 
15 percent in corporation tax. The 
largest companies will have to hand 
over 20 percent. 

It also means these corporations 
have to pay tax in every country 
they operate in, not just where their 
 headquarters are.

Tory chancellor Rishi Sunak 
described the deal as “a proud 
moment.” 

But the actual plans are far less 
impressive. 

Firstly, most of the countries in the 
G7—and most of the countries in the 
world—set corporation tax above 15 
percent. 

Britain’s corporation tax is already 
19 percent and is set to rise to   
25 percent by 2023.

According to the Tax Foundation, 
the global average corporation tax 
rate is 23.85 percent. So for many 
corporations nothing will change. 

Oxfam’s executive director 
Gabriela Bucher blasted the G7 
for claiming to be “‘overhauling’ a 
broken global tax system”. 

Bucher added that the new tax rate 
“is similar to the soft rates charged by 
tax havens like Ireland, Switzerland 
and Singapore.”

Fine details of the plan haven’t 
been revealed, and the agreement 

will be further discussed by G20 
finance ministers in July. But it is set 
to hit poor countries harder, while 
richer ones pocket the benefits. 

Marxist economist Michael Roberts 
said, “It seems that sales will be 
defined as where they are exported 
not where they are consumed, thus 
hitting poorer countries and actually 
boosting profits to G7 nations.”

The scheme also has major 
 loopholes that means some of the 
richest companies won’t have to pay. 

The deal states big companies will 
have to pay 20 percent corporation 
tax if they make profits above the 10 
percent mark of their sales. 

Businesses will  be able to 

reorganise their affairs to protect 
their profits and remain under the 
10  percent threshold.

Last year Amazon only reported a 
6.8 percent profit margin, which cur-
rently means the company would be 
exempt under the new deal. 

And the G7’s new tax plans won’t 
work for companies who operate to 
hide revenue through business struc-
tures that are not transparent.

Companies also use a complex 
system of offshore accounts and tax 
havens to avoid paying any tax.

Confronting these problems would 
mean not just tax reform but taking  
ownership and control of the econ-
omy back from the elites.

Cops at Carbis Bay Hotel

CHANCELLOR RISHI Sunak is proud of the ineffective tax plans
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Dangers in 
‘Freedom 
Day’ amid 
spread of 
new variant
by Yuri Prasad

A bAttle over the lifting of 
 coronavirus restrictions is raging 
at the heart of the government.

Many of ministers’ most trusted 
scientists are warning that  lifting 
remaining safety measures on 
21 June could lead to a new wave 
of infections.

They are urging “caution”, 
 warning that there could be huge 
pressure on the NHS.

The Independent Sage group of 
scientists took a harder line,  insisting 
the government immediately rules 
out plans to lift the last restrictions.

Professor Christina Pagel is a 
mathematician at University College 
London. She told the group’s weekly 
briefing, “We now have an expo-
nentially increasing dominant vari-
ant that is more transmissible, more 
vaccine resistant.”

But hardline bosses and right 
wing MPs are demanding that Boris 
Johnson’s “freedom day” comes on 
schedule—no matter the price in 
people’s lives.

So far, ministers have put off 
making any firm commitment.

With  Dominic  Cummings ’ 
 revelations about Tory incompe-
tence and lies still ringing in their 
ears, many cabinet members worry 
about another calamity.

Vaccinated
Evidence already makes the case for 
maintaining safety measures.

The Delta variant, which was first 
analysed in India, is now the domi-
nant strain of coronavirus in Britain. 

It is at least 40 percent more 
 transmissible than the Kent variant.

More than 6,000 new infections 
were recorded on Friday of last 
week. The virus is primarily hitting 
younger people who are less likely 
to have been vaccinated.

And the spread of infections 
in schools has been particularly 
alarming.

Data covering the period between 
26 April and 30 May showed more 
than 140 infection incidents.

The number of confirmed Delta 
variant infections in schools has 

risen from three at the start of May 
to 39 by the end.

That’s more than a ten-fold 
increase in just four weeks.

Professor Pagel said, “It is clear 
that schools are a major source of 
transmission. Outbreaks in primary 
and secondary schools have been 
growing a lot, week on week.

“The government needs to get seri-
ous about reducing cases in schools.”

Authorities were desperately trying 
to keep data on school infections 
secret, with Public Health England 
refusing to release its reports.

No one can yet accurately  calculate 
the increased risk posed by the Delta 
variant because it has not been stud-
ied for long enough.

Post-viral
It may be that vaccinations are 
 protecting the most vulnerable 
sections of the population from 
coronavirus.

But there are now more than a 
million people in Britain  suffering 
from what is described as “long 
Covid”. The post-viral condition can 
remain debilitating months after the 
initial infection.

So the numbers of people in 
 intensive care beds are far from 
the only indicator of how seriously 
we should take any new wave of 
infections.

Bosses  wi l l  squeal  about 
 cancelled holiday bookings and 
 underperforming restaurants.

But protecting people from illness 
and death ought to be the number 
one priority. 

It is to Keir Starmer’s great shame 
that Labour is too fearful to make 
exactly that point. The party is 
 determined to show bosses that it is 
no threat to their interests.

boris Johnson is determined to return to ‘business as normal’ no matter the cost

Tories on a collision course with 
DVLA tax and licensing strikers
StrikerS at a major 
government office are in a 
head‑on battle with the tories 
over coronavirus safety and the 
drive to reopen workplaces.

the PCS union believes 
tory transport secretary Grant 
Shapps has intervened directly 
to scupper an agreement on 
working from home.

Workers in the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing agency (DVLa) 
are in a long‑running battle to 
demand that more of them be 
allowed to work from home. 

More than 1,000 workers at 
the DVLa offices in Swansea 
have been forced into unsafe 
conditions, and some 600 of 
them have caught Covid‑19.

the PCS says a deal—reached 
with the civil servant in charge of 
the Department for transport—
was all but agreed.

But bosses backed out of it 
on tuesday of last week without 
explanation, leaving the PCS to 
suspect that tory ministers had 

intervened. Mac, a PCS rep at 
the Swansea office, told Socialist 
Worker, “it is all too obvious this 
has come from the top echelons 
of the Department for transport.

“it’s probably Grant Shapps 
himself and other senior tories.

“a deal was possible, but all 
these tory Oxbridge boys at the 
top have obviously pulled the rug 
from under management.”

Contempt
He added, “they’d put a deal 
on the table and all the signs 
were that they did this to get us 
to cancel the strikes and cause 
chaos.

“they’re treating us with 
contempt.

“Now it’s about honour as 
well, and showing to them that 
we are more determined than 
ever to win this dispute.”

DVLa management’s 
sudden move comes as the 
tory government tries to drive 
through an end to lockdown and 

a full reopening of workplaces.
that makes the DVLa strike a 

battle that every worker should 
get behind.

Mac said, “they don’t want to 
set a precedent. if there’s going 
to be a victory at the DVLa, it’s 
going to encourage workers 
throughout Britain—it will be a 
massive example to them.”

Workers in Swansea began 
their latest round of strikes on 
Monday and were set to end it on 
Friday of this week.

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka said the union is 
“prepared for months” of strikes.

But strikers will need support 
from across the trade union 
movement.

Mac said, “any messages 
of support from trade union 
branches are immense, as well as 
donations to our strike fund.

“We have been picketing the 
Llansamlet contact centre.”
Solidarity messages to 
dvla@pcs.org.uk

Forcing migrants into 
squalid barracks unlawful
A JUDgE has ruled that an ex-
army barracks used to house 
refugees failed to meet “minimum 
standards”. Napier Barracks in Kent 
has been used to house refugees 
since September last year and 
held over 400 refugees during the 
second wave of coronavirus.

Six refugees won a legal 
challenge against the government 
last Thursday to prove that 
the barracks were inadequate 
accommodation.

Campaigners are now calling 
for the Home Office to close the 
barracks immediately.

The High Court found that Tory 
home secretary Priti Patel’s process 
for selecting people to be kept there 
was unlawful. It also found that 
residents were unlawfully detained 
under Covid-19 rules.

Vulnerable
The Care4Calais charity said, “We 
are delighted with this judgement, 
which follows long months of the 
government ignoring a mountain 
of evidence and complaints that the 
barracks are not only unsuitable, 
but highly damaging, to vulnerable 
people entrusted to their care.

“However today Napier Barracks 
remains in use and our goal must 
be to get those inside moved to 
suitable accommodation.”

The six refugees who brought 
the claim regarding Napier were 

kept in the barracks between 
September 2020 and February 
2021. They were all victims of 
trafficking and torture.

During a two-day hearing in 
April, lawyers said that keeping 
asylum seekers at the barracks 
was a breach of their human 
rights and could amount to false 
imprisonment.

Tom Hickman QC represented 
four of the six men. He described 
the camp as “squalid, ill-equipped, 
lacking in personal privacy and, 
most fundamentally of all, unsafe”.

Appropriate
Evidence showed Patel used the 
accommodation despite advice from 
Public Health England, who warned 
it was not safe during the pandemic.

Mr Justice Linden ruled last 
Thursday that the Home Office 
acted unlawfully when deciding the 
camp was appropriate.

Half of the residents ended 
up with coronavirus due to 
Patel’s decision and inadequate 
precautions.

The judge also found that when 
the residents were told on 15 
January not to leave the barracks 
without permission, this amounted 
to unlawful detainment.

Anti-racists must now force the 
Home Office to close the camp and 
fight against the racist immigration 
policies it implements.

huge crowds chanted “black lives Matter” at the vigil for murdered 
14 year old Dea-John reid in birmingham. Five people have now been 
charged with his murder
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infections have spread through schools

Patel says refugees ‘glamourised’
tOry home 
secretary Priti Patel 
is demanding social 
media companies 
remove video clips 
that “glamourise” 
migrant crossings.

almost 600 
migrants were 
intercepted trying 

to cross to Britain 
in three days last 
week. and some 
2,108 attempted the 
crossing  in the first 
four months of this 
year. 

Patel wants to 
blame “totally 
unacceptable” posts 

on social media. yet 
refugees attempt the 
dangerous crossing 
because of borders 
that deny them safe 
routes to Britain. 

Deaths of refugees 
trying to make it to 
safety in Britain are 
on the tories’ hands.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

show the reD carD to 
Johnson’s racism

F
ootball fans booing 
England players taking 
the knee last week is an 
issue that goes further 
than sport. It shows how 

racism is structured and used by 
the elite.

boris Johnson has stepped in to 
whip up racism from the top.

Players have taken the knee in 
national leagues and international 
competitions as a mark of 
opposing racism for months. It 
followed the black lives Matter 
movement last summer.

Yet abuse from fans at England’s 
game last sunday, although 
challenged by loud applause, was 
heard by all.

It wasn’t some “technical” 
objection to the form of anti-racist 
actions. It was racism.

the European football 
Championship kicks off this week. 
and bigot tory Johnson refusing to 
condemn the jeers will only fuel 
racists further.

It’s a very clear example 
that racism is more than just 
backwards ideas that some people 
can hold. Crucially it comes from 
above.

Johnson says he is more 
focused on action rather than 
gestures—despite claiming 

institutional racism doesn’t 
exist. and he “wants the whole 
country”—presumably racists 
and anti-racists—to get behind 
England’s team. 

In reality this means cutting 
class lines and pushing English 
nationalist pride with flags flying.

Refusing to condemn the 
booing is Johnson’s way of finding 
new opportunities to ramp up his 
culture wars.

the tories are constantly 
attempting to create divisions to 
weaken class unity and resistance. 
and a divided working class is 
easier to exploit.

as the competition goes 
on, they will look for more 
opportunities to ramp up their 

attacks on “woke” anti-racists. 
In truth a great deal more than 
taking the knee is necessary to 
kick racism out of football and 
wider society.

and some of those in the higher 
layers of sport are quite prepared 
to peddle empty “diversity” talk 
while doing nothing concrete over 
racism.

but it’s not for the tories to 
decide who can and can’t take the 
knee. 

tory MP brendan Clarke-smith 
has decided the knee is “little 
more than habitual tokenism”.

He also compared England’s 
actions to the team that gave a 
nazi salute before a match in berlin 
in 1938. that gesture was backed 
by britain’s rulers with the times 
newspaper congratulating the 
players for respecting their hosts 

fascists such as tommy 
Robinson are now looking to join 
protesters against taking the knee.

If he benefits at all then it will 
be Johnson who has opened the 
door to him.

We need to confront all those 
who are seeking to suggest that 
opposing racism is wrong. and 
we need a confident, political 
movement against racism and the 
system that generates it. 

starmer woos union tops
UnIon conference season 

is in full swing, so labour 
leader Keir starmer is 

schmoozing the bureaucrats.
He tried to woo delegates at 

the GMb union’s conference with 
some eye-catching promises in his 
speech there on Monday.

These included outlawing “fire 
and rehire” and repealing some 
anti-trade union laws.

starmer’s real audience wasn’t 
GMb’s ordinary union members 
and activists. He’s speaking over 
their heads to their leaders.

some union bureaucrats backed 
labour’s previous leader, the left 
wing Jeremy Corbyn, because they 
thought his labour government 
would help them. It also meant 
they didn’t have to lead struggle.

now some of them are 
swinging behind starmer and the 
right, but they want something in 
return. and they still don’t want to 
lead any struggle.

so starmer has found two 
issues close to their hearts—
union laws and fire and rehire—
and told them he’ll sort it all out 

once in government. all they have 
to do is support him—by not 
leading any struggle.

the trouble is union leaders 
have been doing this since Ed 
Milliband became labour leader 
over a decade ago. and even if 
labour gets in, starmer also has 
to make good on his promises to 
“help” british bosses. Who do you 
think he’ll side with?

We can’t let union leaders tell 
us to wait for labour anymore—
it’s time we made them lead some 
struggle. 

Johnson is trying 
to create 
divisions to 
weaken working 
class unity 

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Huge anger lies just 
beneath the surface
“THE BANALITY of evil” is a phrase coined by the 
philosopher Hannah Arendt when she was covering the 
trial of the Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann.

She meant that atrocities aren’t necessarily committed 
by monsters but by fairly ordinary human beings out of a 
mixture of motives—careerism, conformism, fear, greed, 
bureaucratic convenience. As well as from more ideological 
reasons such as racism.

One of my friends on Facebook commented “the banality 
of evil” on Dominic Cummings’s notorious photo of a 
whiteboard in 10 Downing St in March 2020. It showed 
projections of infections and deaths, with the scribbled 
question at the bottom—“Who do we not save?”

Cummings’s seven hours of testimony painted a 
devastating picture of an uncoordinated Whitehall machine 
ruled by routine, cheese-paring, lies, and buck-passing.

But ideology was there as well, in Boris Johnson’s steady 
resistance to lockdowns. A true Thatcherite, he let “the 
bodies pile up” for the sake of the economy—profits before 
life.

The amazing thing is that, a couple of weeks on, 
Cummings’s indictment has sunk without trace. It has 
become, literally, history—evidence that historians and 
inquiries will refer to. But politically Cummings didn’t lay a 
finger on Johnson.

How is this possible? There are probably a lot of reasons. 
Cummings himself is a discredited figure after his notorious 
trips up North flouting the lockdown. But there are probably 
three main political factors.

First of all, the government is borrowing and spending 
vast amounts of money to cushion firms and households 
from the effects of the lockdown. Many people are still 
experiencing real hardship. But, in Britain and other 
economies in the imperialist centre of the system, we see the 
paradox of a huge contraction in output without a matching 
collapse in incomes. 

Secondly, the fast vaccine rollout has been about the only 
thing the government has got right. The contrast with the 
European Union’s fumbling response is striking. Finally, 
Johnson is blessed with a feeble opposition. Labour under 
weak and nasty Keir Starmer is more interested in attacking 
its own members than in challenging the Tories.

Experience
Now some of this can change. Starmer is unlikely to develop 
a backbone. But as the temporary subsidies are unwound, 
an economy that has already suffered considerable 
destabilisation thanks to Brexit may experience a dead cat’s 
bounce. In other words, output may initially sharply recover 
but then slide back into a more conventional recession.

Above all, we don’t know how long the pandemic has to run. 
So far the vaccines seem to be winning the race with the new 
variants of Covid-19. But, with most of the world’s population 
still unvaccinated, only a fool would bet on our luck holding, 
especially if there’s a rush to premature reopenings.

But if Johnson is able to hang onto office, we may see 
something like Britain in the 1930s. Elsewhere you had 
surges to the far right or to the left. But in Britain the 
Tories dominated politically. Stanley Baldwin and Neville 
Chamberlain presided over “National governments” that 
pursued austerity at home and appeased the dictators abroad. 
Labour was marginalised and the trade unions still were 
recovering from the defeat of the General Strike of 1926.

But disgust at what the poet W H Auden, a spokesperson 
for this generation, called “a low dishonest decade”—Tory 
rule and fascism spreading globally—radicalised many 
young people. The Communist Party made massive inroads 
among students and exerted growing ideological influence 
through, for example, the Left Book Clubs. 

This climate motivated the likes of George Orwell, 
alongside many working-class militants, to go and fight for 
the Republican side in Spain. It also helped to lay the basis 
for Labour’s landslide victory in the 1945 general election.

We are seeing the beginnings of radicalisation now. It 
started before the pandemic with Extinction Rebellion. But 
it has grown more recently, with the Black Lives Matter 
protests and then solidarity with Palestine. Johnson may 
survive the likes of Cummings and Starmer, but still feed a 
much more powerful rebellion from below.

A PROTEST in east London earlier this year against corporate involvement in the NHS—now east London doctors are 
refusing to hand over data to a database accessable by private businesses 

Tory plan to sell your NHS 
data hits growing opposition
by CHARLIE KIMBER

OPPOSITION IS growing 
to Tory plans that would 
allow private businesses 
and others to access the 
full medical histories of 
55 million NHS patients in 
England.

The histories would be 
pooled into a single database 
from 1 July and individuals 
have only until 23 June to 
opt out.

Doctors’ organisation the 
British Medical Association 
last Friday called on the 
government to delay the 
plans. The Labour Party then 
 followed suit on Sunday.

Some doctors are going 
even further. All 36 doctors’ 
surgeries in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, have already 
agreed to withhold the data 
when collection begins.

An email has been  circulated 
to about 100 practices in east 
London  calling on them to also 
consider whether the data col-
lection is legitimate.

Sensitive
Records centralised from GPs 
include sensitive informa-
tion regarding issues such as 
mental health, abuse,  fertility 
and criminal records.

Names will be replaced 
with unique codes in the 
new data set. But the NHS 
could unlock the codes “in 
certain circumstances, and 
“where there is a valid legal 
reason”, according to its 

website. Corporations such as 
major pharmaceutical firms 
and insurance companies 
could seek to use the data in 
order to boost profits. They 
might even be able to target 
individuals.

Tower Hamlets GP Jackie 
Applebee told Socialist 
Worker, “General Practice is 
in crisis. With the pandemic, 
a declining workforce and 
increasing workload, we are 
struggling to provide the 
 services our patients deserve.

“The government and NHS 
Digital are well aware of this. 
But they expect practices to 

inform patients of this com-
prehensive extraction of their 
health data, giving patients 
the chance to opt out, within 
three weeks.

“Some of it is deeply 
personal”.

Jackie added, “Previous 
fiascos have shown that data 
is far from secure. Tower 
Hamlets GPs believe that our 
patients should be able to 
make a fully informed decision 
about whether they consent 
for their data to be shared.

“This means extensive 
consultation in multiple 
languages.

Freeze
If the plan is not paused, a 
coalition of groups could sue 
the health department.

They could go to court as 
soon as this week to freeze 
the data-sharing scheme 
immediately.

The coalition challenging 
the government says that 
data sharing has to be based 
on consent.

This means patients must 
be able to access information 
on which third parties will 
have access to the data—and 
for what purposes.

It’s important that oppo-
nents of the scheme are 
wary of false friends. Tory 
MP David Davis is among 
those saying that the move is 
wrong.

But health workers, pen-
sioners and campaigners 
should rely on their own 
strength, not Tories.

Dido for NHS top job?
FAILED TEST and trace 
boss Dido Harding 
has set her sights 
on becoming chief 
of NHS England.

The Tory peer is best 
known for overseeing 
the disaster of the 
test and trace scheme, 
which became a vast 
money making scheme 
for private firms.

Now she keen to 
apply for the job of 
NHS chief executive, 
replacing the retiring 
boss, Simon Stevens.

Harding, a Tory peer 
and telecoms tycoon 
with no healthcare 
experience, has defended 

the privatised system. 
Contract tracing was 
handed to private firms 
such as Sitel and Serco.

Undertrained
The result was call 
centres understaffed 
with workers who were 
undertrained and unable 
to contact anywhere 
near the number of 
people needed to make 
the operation effective.

Despite the failures, 
Harding is still a 
champion of privatisation 
and outsourcing. 

And she could 
soon in charge of the 
NHS in England.

Who is after your data?
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Chanie Rosenberg: 1922—2021 
Donny Gluckstein remembers a revolutionary who helped found the precursor of the SWP 

CHANIE ROSENBERG, who has 
died aged 99, spent her life 
 fighting the injustices that are 
still at the centre of world politics 
today.

Born a Jew in South Africa 
in 1922, then part of the British 
Empire, she experienced the 
 antisemitism which, in Europe, was 
building up towards the horrors of 
the Holocaust.

But at the same time, she 
 witnessed the appalling anti-black 
racism that would become codified 
into the apartheid system.

Turning against the system she 
became a socialist. But she still 
believed the Zionist myth that a 
better society could be built in 
Palestine which was also under 
British rule.

So she left South Africa and 
went there while the Second World 
War raged. But even before the 
Nakba—the catastrophic expulsion 
of Palestinians in 1948—the Zionist 
project involved vicious discrimina-
tion against the Arabs in Palestine.

Discovering this very quickly, 
Chanie became a convinced 
anti-Zionist. 

This brought her into contact 
with her lifelong partner, Tony Cliff, 
himself a Jewish Palestinian.

Racism of all stripes thrived 
in the British Empire and it was 
clearly linked to imperialism and 
the  capitalist system.

Until the end, Chanie talked 
about how, from the age of 17, 
international socialist revolution 
had been her guiding light.

Question
But for Chanie and Cliff there had 
to be much more than simply recog-
nising injustice and oppression. The 
question was what could be done 
about it?

Answering that question was 
tricky. Internationally, Communist 
Parties that looked to Joseph 
Stalin’s Moscow as a beacon of hope 
 dominated the anti-capitalist left.

However, this was also the time 
of the Moscow trials during which 
virtually all those who had carried 
out the socialist revolution of 1917 
were being annihilated.

Chanie became a Trotskyist. This 
was because Leon Trotsky—assassi-
nated on Stalin’s orders in 1940—
upheld the original spirit of socialism 
as the liberation and self-emancipa-
tion of humanity. It was not a system 
of bureaucratic state control.

So this was not just a political 
stance. It was about how human 
life could be so much more than 
the drudgery, exploitation and 
 oppression of daily life for the 
majority.

Taking this step was no easy 
choice in any country. The number 
of Trotskyists was tiny.

But to be a Trotskyist in Palestine 
not only involved a life of grinding 
poverty but courting the hostility of 
both the British authorities and the 
rising Zionist forces.

It soon became untenable and 
shortly after the war, the couple left 
for Britain. Here the possibilities for 
revolutionary socialist organisation 
were greater.

Groundwork
They began the groundwork for 
what became the International 
Socialists and the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP). And Chanie played a 
full part in that.

In terms of the theory that 
 underpins the SWP, Cliff played a 
key role with writings that devel-
oped Marxist thinking after Trotsky. 

These covered how Stalinist 
Russia was a new type of 
 capitalism—state capitalism. 

They also explained how 
 economies temporarily achieved 
stability through arms  spending 
after the Second World War, and 
the nature of the new  governments 
in China and Cuba.

But none would have seen the 
light of day if not for Chanie. She 
was the family breadwinner and 

typed up the manuscripts from 
Cliff’s illegible  handwriting—which 
he admitted he often could not 
decipher.

Yet Chanie contributed much 
more than money and typing. As a 
union activist, she was secretary of 
the Hackney local association of the 
teachers’ NUT union.

And as a campaigner on a wide 
variety of issues she made her own 
special contribution.

As a Palestinian refugee, Cliff’s 
ability to remain in Britain was 
always precarious and he had to 
keep clear of engagement on the 
streets.

At one point he was expelled to 
Ireland just as Chanie was about to 
give birth to her first child.

She provided the vital link 
between the development of polit-
ical theory and its testing and 
 learning from practice, which is so 
central to Marxism. 

She was also a writer herself on 
matters ranging from education to 
Trotsky on culture and more.

Putting together all these roles 
and the difficulties of building a 
revolutionary tradition in the face 
of rampant capitalism was hard. 

Add to that bringing up of four 
children—of which I’m one—and 
you might conclude that Chanie’s 
life was one of unending sacrifice.

But that would be a serious 
 misreading of the truth.

Indefatigable
Aided by indefatigable energy 
reserves, she showed that a 
 revolutionary vision of what is 
 possible can partially transcend the 
 alienation and disappointment of 
life under capitalism.

She threw herself into art, at one 
time even exhibiting a sculpture at 
the Royal Academy. Chanie always 
enjoyed listening to and playing 
classical music. 

Late in life she learned to swim, 
which she then did every single day 
at the local baths.

W h e n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
 anti-globalisation movement took 

off there she was—whether in or 
out of her wheelchair—whether 
in Prague, Florence, or closer to 
home.

This was not a life of tragedy but 
a life of fulfilment. 

Indeed she attributed her 
 longevity and optimistic view of 
the world to the combination of 
revolutionary politics and swim-
ming in her aptly named memoir 
Fighting Fit.

But not even that combination 
can defeat the inevitable passage 
of time.

Chanie’s warmth and enthusiasm 
will be sorely missed by her many 
friends and comrades.

Yet the struggles that inspired her 
early years are inspiring  millions 
into struggle around the world 
today. 

Even though she is no longer here 
to witness these, her  contribution to 
them remains.
To contribute your own memories of 
Chanie please email  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

CHANIE ROSENBERG spent her life fighting oppression, here with the Anti Nazi League in the 1990s (above) At the forefront of the 
anti‑capitalist movement (top and centre right) With her partner Tony Cliff in London, 1948 (bottom right) 
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Peruvian 
elections a 
challenge 
to the elite
There could be tense battles ahead 
after the Peruvian presidential 
election, reports Sophie Squire
Peru’s Presidential election 
could trigger sharp class battles. 

The result of the vote was on a 
knife-edge as Socialist Worker went 
to press. 

Former school teacher and union 
leader Pedro Castillo had edged 
slightly ahead of right wing Keiko 
Fujimori on Tuesday morning. But 
the outcome remained unclear. 

Castillo is a self-proclaimed 
 socialist, belonging to the Free Peru 
party. His campaign slogan was, “No 
more poor people in a rich country.”

He was one of the leaders of 
an 80-day teachers’ strike in 2017 
that demanded better salaries and 
 working conditions. 

Cas t i l l o  has  p ledged  to 
 renationalise some of the mining 
industry as well as rewriting the 
constitution to be a “people’s con-
stitution”. His message appeals to 
the millions of rural residents—who 
often live in terrible poverty. 

It’s the country’s rural towns that 
are hit hard by Covid-19, suffering 
from a lack of intensive care beds 
and medical supplies. 

Days before the election, Peru 
upped its estimate of Covid-19 
deaths from around 70,000 to 
180,000.

The terrible impact of the virus 
has led to strikes and protests from 
workers, including an indefinite 
strike by miners at the Shougang 
Hierro Peru mine. 

Elites
The prospect of a Castillo victory 
has already made the elites scared. 

In stark contrast, Fujimori—the 
leader of the Popular Force party—
is the choice of the rich. 

Her father is former brutal 
 dictator Alberto Fujimori. In 2009 
Fujimori was found guilty of 
murder, kidnap and embezzlement 
and sentenced to 25 years in prison.

He has also been accused of 
 complicity in the forced sterilisa-
tion of thousands of mostly poor 
and indigenous women. 

He has spent most of the last 
two years in pre-trial detention for 
alleged money laundering. Fujimori 

has promised that if she wins the 
election she will free her father and 
continue his legacy of free market 
reforms. 

A win for Fujimori would be a 
disaster for working class people 
who are still suffering from the ter-
rible consequences of her father’s 
time in power. 

But whichever candidate wins 
the struggle on the streets must 
continue. 

The right and the bosses will try 
all means to bend Castillo to their 
will or remove him.

And Castillo will be under 
 pressure to compromise. He also 
holds some conservative views 
such as opposition to abortion, sex 
education in schools and same-sex 
marriage. 

And lessons must be learned from 
the presidency of Ollanta Humala 
who came to office in 2011. Humala 
was also seen as a socialist but 
moved steadily towards the right 
during his time in office, imposing 
austerity and neoliberalism.

Peruvian workers and the poor 
need to mobilise in the streets and 
workplaces now to push Castillo for 
change if he is elected, and to fight 
Fujimori if she wins.

 

On other pages...
US dockers block ship in solidairty 
with Palestine >>Page 20

back stOry
the run-off election for Peru’s 
president was held on sunday. 
the government had recently 
upped its estimate of Covid-19 
deaths to 180,000

lLeft winger Pedro Castillo of 
the Free Peru party, promised a 
break from neoliberalism

lHe was a leader of an 80-day 
teachers’ strike that demanded 
better pay and conditions

lThe other candidate was Keiko 
Fujimori, daughter of former 
dictator Alberto Fujimori

MyanMar

School strikers defy regime’s violence
Fierce reSiStance to the 
military regime in Myanmar is 
continuing, despite a renewed 
state crackdown.

On Saturday villagers armed 
with catapults and crossbows 
fought a battle with heavily 
armed security forces in the 
ayeyarwady river delta region. 
this is close to the border with 
Bangladesh and thailand.

Some 20 civilian fighters were 
killed. around 50 Junta soldiers 
were killed the next day fighting 
in the chin State countryside, 
bordering india. 

Here the army suffered so 
many casualties that it had to 
call in air strikes.

and battle continues in cities 
and towns. the regime ordered 

all schools to reopen last week. 
But classrooms remained empty 
as pupils stayed away and more 
than half of teachers continued 
their strike.

the junta has been forced to 
admit to regional allies that it is 
not in control of all of Myanmar. 
this instability is creating fear 
that fighting could spread to 
neighbouring countries.

china this week hosted urgent 
talks with the regime which it has 
previously backed.

no one in the democracy 
movement trusts Beijing to be an 
honest broker. But their patience 
with the West has also worn 
thin. Pressure on the streets is 
creating cracks in the regime. it 
must continue.

ColoMbia

Government’s meagre proposals aren’t enough
AFTer more than a month of 
furious protests, the right wing 
president of Colombia Ivan Duque 
has vowed to make steps to 
“modernise the police.” 

Some 70 people have been 
killed by police and other security 
forces since the government 
announced higher taxes on 
everyday goods. Hundreds 
of thousands of people have 
taken to the streets in a broad 

anti-government movement. 
Demands are now being made for 
health and education reforms. 

Duque has proposed that police 
have more training and a new 
human rights directorate be set 
up. But protesters are calling for 
the abolition of the death-dealing 
squads.

meanwhile talks between the 
National Strike Committee—
that claims to represent the 

protesters—and the government 
have once again stalled.

This was due to the 
government’s refusal to secure the 
right to protest and condemn the 
violence that activists have faced. 

Protests, strikes and roadblocks 
have forced Duque to make 
concessions, despite his brutal 
repression. 

only further protests and strikes 
will win transformative change.

Pedro Castillo speaks to a rally, wielding his trademark inflatable pencil showing support for education 

Protesters in Yangon last week
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We opposed JCB’s backing for Israel
Nearly 70 campaigners 
from Derby and 
Nottingham Palestine 
Solidarity Campaigns (PSC) 
and local people from a  
Pakistani heritage held a 
lively protest at JCB’s 
international headquarters 
last week. 

The headquarters of this 
local “family”’ firm is set in 
beautifully landscaped 
grounds with a lake full of 
baby ducks—idyllic. 

Meanwhile, in the 
Occupied Territories of 
Palestine, JCB bulldozers 
and diggers are tearing 
down Palestinian homes 
and destroying the 
infrastructure.

JCB’s equipment is used 

for building illegal 
settlements and putting up 
roadblocks and 
checkpoints. They are part 
of the oppression of the 

Palestinian people. On the 
back of two big Freedom 
for Palestine protests in 
Derby, community leaders, 
young people and Derby 
PSC organised to take our 
anger to JCB.

We demanded the firm 
stops helping the Israeli 
State to occupy Palestinian 
land and terrorise the 
Palestinian people.  

The protest was a 
mixture of young and old 
it was angry and loud.

It was great to see 
groups and communities 
coming together and 
Derby SWP was proud to 
be part of it.

Sue Arguile
Derby

9

‘Wuhan lab’ 
theory is a lie  
your article on the 
“Wuhan lab” theory of 
covid-19’s origins was 
far too even-handed.  
(Socialist Worker, 2 
June). 

you acknowledge the 
interests of the uS state 
in promulgating this idea. 
But then you say it might 
be true.

there is a very long 
list of how imperialism 
puts out lies to justify 
wars and to demonise 
rivals.

Say it straight—the 
virus did not come from 
a chinese lab. it is a 
result of the capitalist 
system that the uS 
defends.

Andy Gallagher
Kidderminster

How to beat 
state violence?
SocialiSt Worker 
repeatedly says that the 
way to change society 
is through protests and 
strikes.

But in both Myanmar 
and colombia we have  
seen heroic levels of 
resistance that are being 
crushed by the rulers of 
those countries.

Don’t we need to 
rethink how it is possible 
to defeat such ruthless 
states?

Mary Burns
On Facebook

Bosses fear 
union power
you report that the 
number of workers 
in trade unions has 
risen (Socialist Worker, 
2 June).

there are more 
members in trade unions 
than in political parties. 
the power of workers is 
unity in the workplace. 
the bosses fear 
organised resistance. 
it’s why bosses and the 
tories collaborate to 
wage class war against 
the workers. 

resist and fight, 
organise and unite. 

Lambski Garbett
On Facebook

America is 
two continents 
i like the front cover 
of Socialist Worker last 
week. But on the page 
you say “Why america 
backs israel”.

i think it should be 
united States or united 
States of america 
because america is two 
continents. 

Reg Dunderole
by email

Just a 
thought...Profit amid 

Sri Lanka 
devastation 
My hOMe land of 
Sri lanka is being despoiled 
by people who put money 
first. a chemical-laden 
cargo ship sank off the 
coast near the city of 
Colombo last week.

It had been on fire for 
almost two weeks. There 
are terrible amounts of 
environmental pollution 
with plastic pellets washed 
up on crucial tourism 
beaches all the time. 

The damage will 
devastate fish stocks. huge 
numbers of people in the 
fishing industry could lose 
their jobs.

It breaks my heart to see 
it. and it was also 
completely avoidable.

The fire was caused by a 
nitric acid leak which the 
crew had been aware of 
since 11 May. yes, for a 
long time before the fire.

X-Press Shipping—the 
company that owns the 
vessel—said the crew had 
been aware of the leak. But 
they were not allowed by 
both Qatar and India to 
leave the ship in their ports 
before the fire broke out.

Why weren’t emergency 
safety measures taken? and 
what was the Sri lankan 
government doing allowing 
this ship to come near?

This was a very big ship 
and an obvious hazard. It 
was nearly 200 metres long 
and carrying 1,486 
containers. as well as the 
nitric acid, the cargo 
included other chemicals.

Obviously the prize of 
landing the cargo took 
precedence over the 
environment and the lives 
of ordinary people.

Thishala Algama
West London

Rishi Sunak acts for 
wealthiest in society
ChanCellor rishi Sunak 
gets a very easy ride. he’s 
seen as someone who is 
more “one of us”.

It’s rubbish. his family 
is richer than the queen.

his wife, akshata 
Murthy, has shares in a 
firm that are worth 
around £450 million. 

She is the daughter of 
one of the richest men in 
India—billionaire n r 
narayana Murthy—who 
co-founded technology 
giant Infosys.

and she is directly 
involved with many other 
companies. 

They include a Mayfair 

outfitter that supplies 
tailcoats worn by pupils 
at eton College.

Such holdings have not 
been fully declared by 
Sunak. But the ministerial 
code says he ought to 
declare the interests of 
his close family. 

he says he has a “blind 
trust” which means he 
has no right to intervene 
in the assets’ handling.

But he knows what 
went into it. he’s one of 
the super-wealthy 
working for the 
super-wealthy.

Kaye Wilson
South London

Grief and rage in Canada—
and demands for real change
The dISCovery of 215 First 
nation children’s remains at the 
site of Canada’s biggest residential 
school has sent a shockwave of 
grief and anger across the country.

The announcement was made by 
the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First 
nation this week.

The Kamloops Indian residential 
School was one of 139 such 
“schools” established beginning in 
the late 1800s. 

It was part of an attempt by the 
Canadian government to destroy 
Indigenous societies and culture. 
They were seen as obstacles to the 
settler-colonial state’s 
“nation-building” project. 

Children were forcibly taken 
from families, beaten for speaking 
their Indigenous languages, and 
suffered horrific physical and 

sexual abuse. The last school 
closed in 1996. 

The revelation of this mass grave 
is the tip of the iceberg. 

a Truth and reconciliation 
Commission (TrC), established in 
2008 to record the history of 
residential schools, documented 
the deaths of over 6,000 students. 

Murray Sinclair, former chair of 
the TrC, said the number of 
children who died in these schools 
could be as high as 25,000. 

The forcible taking and deaths of 
children in staggering numbers is 
widely being acknowledged as 
genocide. But the same logic is at 
work in the policies of the Justin 
Trudeau government today. 

Trudeau’s government has spent 
£60 million fighting Indigenous 
people in the courts. yet it has 

implemented only one of the TrC’s 
six calls to action about missing 
children and documenting and 
protecting burial sites. 

Meanwhile, the government is 
spending billions on pushing oil 
and gas pipelines through 
Indigenous lands. 

There is continuity between the 
horrors of the residential schools 
and the current policies of land 
theft, criminalisation and brutality 
by the Trudeau government. as one 
commentator put it, “It’s not a 
dark chapter. It’s the entire plot.” 

The revelation of the extent of 
Canada’s crimes against 
Indigenous peoples is shaking 
Canada to its foundations.

Michelle Robidoux
Toronto, Canada

For a full version go to bit.ly/Canada215
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L
EADERS OF the richest coun-
tries in the world will mingle, 
sip champagne and enjoy the 
stunning view of Carbis Bay 
in Cornwall when they meet 
for the G7 summit. Together, 

they will also throw the planet even 
further into climate crisis. 

The summit will be used as a plat-
form for prime ministers, chancellors 
and presidents to preach about how 
they are leading the world in the battle 
against climate change.  

But it is a lie. Not only do these 
leaders refuse to act with the urgency 
that is needed to address the crisis, 
but they are also actively making it 
worse. 

A new report from the World 
Meteorological Organisation warned 
there is a 90 percent chance at least 
one of the years between 2021 and 
2025 could become the warmest ever 
recorded.

This will have a devastating impact 
on ecosystems, and a knock-on effect 
that will mean more flooding, droughts 
and heatwaves. All of this will have a 
devastating impact on people and 
animals. 

Despite the threat that this poses, 
most of these countries haven’t even 
been able to stick to targets for cutting 
emissions made in the Paris Climate 
Agreement in 2015. 

And all are refusing to commit to 
a significant reduction in fossil fuels 

usage. According to a new report, G7 
countries committed over £133 billion 
to support oil, coal and gas between 
January 2020 and March 2021. 

Now more than ever normal people 
are taking to the streets to protest 
against climate change. Many of them 
know that world leaders don’t hold the 
solutions to the climate crisis. 

Joining the protests around the 
G7 is a vital way to show that where 
these leaders go they will be met with 
resistance.

France

Macron’s fake green policies
FRANCE HAS seen some of the sharpest 
increases in temperatures caused 
by climate change in Europe, with 
temperatures reaching a sweltering 
45.9 degrees Celsius in 2019. 

But the government of Emmanuel 
Macron is falling short to address the 
climate crisis and has instead put big 
business first and normal people second. 

Earlier this year a new bill was 
proposed that would make small 
changes in an attempt to preserve the 
environment. 

These changes include banning 
outdoor heaters in cafes and more 
vegetarian options in cafeterias. 

All are welcome, but won’t go far 
enough. And this new bill also fails 
to address the fact that France is way 
behind targets set out in the Paris 
Climate Agreement in 2015. 

Instead the bill sets out much less 
ambitious targets. 

In 2018 Macron tried to use fake 
green reasons to increase taxes, 
attacking workers’ living standards by 
raising the duty on diesel and petrol.

This sparked the huge Yellow Vest 
movement. It became a protest over 
reasons why millions of people felt 
disillusionment with the way society 
is organised. Many sections of the 
movement brought together class 
concerns over pay and bills with 
environmental concerns.

The slogan “End of the world, end of 
the month—same fight” was popular. 

It expressed the way money didn’t 
stretch the whole month for working 
class people and a demand for climate 
action. And it targeted the bosses and 
the elite politicians.

Canada

Destruction in the pipeline
CANADA IS the only G7 country 
whose emissions have increased 
since the Paris Agreement. 

It is home to one of the largest 
oil reserves in the world— the 
Athabasca oil sands. 

Prime minister Justin Trudeau is 
not willing to end the mining of fossil 
fuels, as it makes too much profit. 

The construction of the 
controversial Line 3 oil pipeline, 
which starts in Alberta, Canada to 
Wisconsin in the US, sparked protests. 

The pipeline crosses thousands 
of miles of indigenous land in 
Canada and the US, potentially 
contaminating up to 200 water 

sources.
Protests against the pipeline 

continue to rage in the US.
It is possible that after the 

completion of the US side of the 
pipeline it will contribute the 
equivalent of 50 coal plants worth of 
carbon pollution to the atmosphere. 

The construction of Line 3 has 
already been finished in Canada with 
the full backing of the government. 

When Trudeau signed off on plans 
for the pipeline in 2019 he said, “The 
decision we took today is the one that 
is in the best interests of Canada.”

Emmanuel Macron

Police in Britain (below) 
are determined that 
protesters get nowhere 
near the world leaders

Justin Trudeau

Japan

No medals for former 
global leader
JAPAN ANNOUNCED last year that the 
Olympics, which were postponed due 
to Covid-19, would be the “greenest 
Olympics”. It proudly claimed that the 
games would only emit around 2.93 
million tonnes of CO2.

But despite assurances that the 
games will be environmentally 
friendly, Japan is falling behind on its 
climate targets and refusing to make 
the transition to renewable energies. 

Japan was once a global leader 
in the development and use of solar 
power. But it has abandoned much of 
the industry as it’s less profitable. 

Wind power was also not 
particularly viable for Japan due to the 
weather the country experiences. 

So instead of investing in renewables, 
Japan has switched back to fossil fuels.

Last year Japan announced it 
would open 22 new coal-burning 
power plants. Japan’s prime minister 
Yoshihide Suga said his government 
would address coal dependence with 
a “fundamental shift”, but no exit date 
has been agreed so far.

 WORLD LEADERS 
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CLIMATE CHAOS
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discuss a response to the environmental emergency. Sophie Squire explores the 
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Mario Draghi

Joe Biden

Germany

Merkel without limits
GERMANY’S HIGH court recently 
ruled that the government was not 
doing enough to protect future 
generations. 

The supreme constitutional court 
has given the government one 
year to improve its 2019 Climate 
Protection Act. 

Angela Merkel has often been one 
of the first to take the lead on global 
climate initiatives, and Germany was 
the first country to host COP talks in 
1995. 

But despite often appearing to 
back climate solutions, Germany’s 
chancellor has often tried to block or 
disrupt green legislation.

In 2014 Merkel blocked a deal that 
would put new carbon dioxide limits 
on cars so profits of German firms 
would not be affected. 

The country continues to burn the 
most polluting coal, brown coal, at 
staggering rates. Accounting for 14 
percent of its energy usage. 

The country’s target of reducing 
coal production by 2038 will also 
fall woefully short in addressing the 
urgent need to reduce emissions.

Italy

A bad case of gas
THE ITALIAN government in 
recent years has made it harder for 
environmental activists to protest.

Even before the pandemic, a new 
security bill gave more powers to hand 
out penalties to protesters. 

The construction of the Trans 
Adriatic Pipeline (TAP), which 
transports natural gas from Azerbaijan 
through southern Italy has been the 
subject of angry protests. 

These protests have often been met 
with violence from the Italian police. 

The TAP project, which is partly 

funded by the European Union, has 
run into trouble recently after being 
accused of polluting groundwater. 

Italy’s new prime minister, 
Mario Draghi has been described 
as embracing, “the notion of 
environmentalism” by Luca 
Bergamaschi, co-founder of the Italian 
climate think tank ECCO. 

But it’s important to note that 
Draghi has also sung the praises of the 
burning of natural gas as, “the most 
sustainable resource in the medium 
and long-term.”

United States

Dying in the wealthiest country
THE CHANGING climate is having 
a damaging effect on people’s 
health in the US, with heat-related 
mortality reaching a record high in 
2018, with 19,000 people dying as a 
result.

Extreme weather events caused by 
climate change have also hit the US 
hard.

But president Joe Biden and 
his government are not taking the 
necessary steps to cut down the 
carbon emissions. 

Biden has made many promises 
on the campaign trail and since 
about protecting the environment 

and is keen to position himself as a 
global climate leader. 

But there is one polluting industry 
that Biden is unlikely to make cuts 
to—war. 

In 2019 a report found that since 
the invasion of Afghanistan in 
2001 the US military had emitted 
around 1,212 million metric tons of 
greenhouse gases.

This was more than whole 
countries such as Finland and 
Norway. 

In Biden’s proposed budget for 
2022, he outlines plans for military 
spending to rise to £553 billion.

Britain

Floody hell as Tories back coal
THE NUMBER of people who are 
victims of flooding in Britain is soaring, 
and climate change is to blame. 

Researchers at the Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh found that 
flooding could increase by 15-35% by 
the year 2080. 

But the Tories, who have cut flood 
defence budgets, are choosing to 
ignore the urgency of the climate crisis. 

The government has announced 
plans for a new coal mine in Cumbria 
as well as cutting taxes on flights.

Britain’s sixth Carbon Budget was 

announced in April. It predicted that 
the country would be more than 
three-quarters of the way to net-zero 
by 2050. 

This is a reduction on the previous 
promise that net-zero would be 
completely achieved in this year. 

But this inaction is not a surprise 
considering the attitude to the 
climate crisis found within the ruling 
party. 

In a shocking poll, 32.9 percent 
of tories didn’t think humans were 
responsible for global warming.

Australia, South Korea and India

Cash for coal and nuclear power
BRITAIN HAS invited representatives 
from Australia, South Korea 
and India to be part of the G7 
proceedings. 

The Australian government led by 
Tory prime minister Scott Morrison 
has refused to announce a date at 
which the country could be at net 
zero. Investments in renewable 
energies have also dropped. 

In South Korea coal power plants 
are continuing to be built. The 
burning of coal is unlikely to end 
before 2054. 

The country also has the highest 
density of nuclear reactors. 

And in India, headed up by the 
ring wing government of Narendra 
Modi, coal production keeps on 
growing. 

The Indian government provided 
one of the largest stimulus packages 
to sectors affected by Covid. It 
included handouts to the aviation 
and tourism industry. 

But the opportunity was missed 
to make this 
a ‘green 
recovery’.

PROTEST
How you can 
take action
MANY different groups 
have organised to 
protest against the G7 
from 11—13 June. 

The Resist G7 
group has organised 
camping in mid/
west Cornwall and 
will release more 
details soon. Go to 
ResistG7.org for more 
information. 

Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) has also 
organised several 
actions. 

On Friday at 11am 
protests will be held in 
St. Ives.

On Saturday at 
11.30am protests focus 
on Falmouth. And on 
Sunday at 10am XR 
will return to St.Ives.

More information 
can be found at  
xrsw.uk

The group, for 
Kashmir at the United 
Nations, has organised 
two protests at 
Carbis Bay to oppose 
Narendra Modi. Both 
begin at 2 pm on 
Friday and Saturday.

In London, Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign 
and others have called 
a protest on 12 June, 
1 pm at Downing Street.
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The G7 Summit this week in Cornwall will see the world’s most powerful leaders 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
A rebel’s guide to 
George Orwell
Wed 16 June, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
AND STAFFORDSHIRE
The G7—festival of 
the oppressors
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
914 9548 1031
BRADFORD
Can the economy bounce 
back after Covid?
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Why the Cop process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Thu 17 June, 6.30pm
841-2142-3683
BRISTOL
Colonialism, imperialism 
and the Middle East
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Why Cop has failed to 
tackle climate change
Wed 16 June, 
7.30pm
446-409-5118

CAMBRIDGE
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Frantz Fanon—
decolonisation and 
revolution
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Their economics and ours—
socialists and the G7
Thu 17 June, 7pm
828-532-8731
COVENTRY
France, Macron, racism 
and Islamophobia
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
From movements to 
revolution—what makes 
people rise up?
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883 
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Myanmar—lessons from the 
struggle against the military
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

EAST MIDLANDS
Free speech, the Tories 
and defending our rights
Wed 16 June, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
From Palestine to Covid—
why is the media so biased?
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Marxism and religion
Thu 17 June, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW
Is Labour right to wave 
the Union Jack?
Thu 17 June, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES
100 year since 
Partition—can there 
be a united Ireland?
Thu 17 June, 
6.30pm
872 4922 1957
KENT
Four years after Grenfell—
the continuing housing crisis
Thu 3 June, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Thu 17 June, 7pm
992-204-9372
LIVERPOOL
Can Biden put the US 
back together again?
Wed 16 June, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Neoliberal collapse and the 
growth of the far right
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why only the working class 
can create real change
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why won’t the trade 
unions fight back?
Thu 17 June, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON:NEWHAM
100 years since 
Partition—can there 
be a united Ireland?

Wed 16 June, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Is this democracy? 
Parliament, people 
and power
Wed 16 June, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
After the Sewell 
report—how do we beat 
institutional racism?
Thu 17 June, 
7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Black Lives Matter—racism, 
resistance and revolution
Wed 16 June, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
How capitalism is 
destroying sport
Thu 17 June, 7.30pm
857 8308 2064
MANCHESTER
Myanmar—can the 

military be beaten?
Wed 16 June, 7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Why has the Cop 
process failed to tackle 
climate change?
Wed 16 June, 7pm
368-595-2712
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 16 June, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Gimme shelter—how can we 
solve the housing crisis?
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
488-934-2809  
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
A revolutionary guide 
to trans resistance
Thu 17 June, 7pm
528-174-9278
WIGAN
Fighting the new 
imperialism in Africa
Thu 17 June, 7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
How can we solve 
biodiversity crisis
Wed 16 June, 7.30pm
827-489-7492
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Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Capitalism and the 
Politics of Food  
by Amy Leather 
£3

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

Breaking up the British state 

Scotland, independence 
and fighting for socialism
HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 16 June,
6.30pm
290-168-1804

LEEDS
Thu 17 June, 
7pm
881-4770-0676

NORWICH
Wed 16 June,
7.30pm
906-652-5299

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
Thu 17 June, 7pm
902-964-963

MARCHERS DEMAND Scottish independence

Booklaunch
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Internalised homophobia, sexism, and ‘sounding gay’
DOCUMENTARY
DO I SOUND GAY?
Now available on the Icon 
Film channel on Amazon 
Prime

DAVID Thorpe’s 
documentary Do I Sound 
Gay? follows his journey 
through speech therapy as 
he attempts to adjust his 
voice.

He looks at what 
it means to sound 
“effeminately gay” 
in interviews with 
linguists, friends and 
gay people—and where 
these stereotypes have 

come from. An important 
takeaway is that 
stereotypes of gay people 
can be internalised, leading 
to “a generic self-loathing 
around being gay”. The 
documentary explains that 
stigmatised groups try to 
keep that stigma at bay by 
hiding certain attributes. 

“Effeminate gay” 
sounding voices come 
from picking up certain 
features that women use 
when talking. This is tied 
into myths that women 
should sound feminine. 
But Thorpe speaks 
to both “effeminate” 
sounding straight men, 

and “masculine” sounding 
gay men. Effeminate and 
sarcastic gay voices are 
also used to mock and 
stereotype gay men. 

While it was taboo for 
many young gay men to 
resemble them out of fear, 
the projection of what 
being gay looked like 
affected how people acted.

Interviews discuss how 
some gay men are afraid 
to have effeminate voices 
as it can “repel” other gay 
men. Misogyny means 
some gay men don’t 
want to be perceived as 
feminine. One friend tells 
Thorpe that masculinity 

can also be a “conscious 
performance in gay male 
culture”.

Thorpe ends with the 
conclusion that how 
someone sounds is part 
of their identity and 
can be affected by their 
surroundings.

For some, sounding a 
certain way is important 
to signal who they are. 
Others try to hide it.

But shame and fear 
about sounding “gay” 
comes from societal 
pressures to fit gender 
stereotypes that should be 
rejected.
Isabel Ringrose

A city in revolt, seen through 
the eyes of its Labour mayor
This BBC documentary follows mayor Marvin Rees as he faces up to the Black 
Lives Matter movement. It’s interesting—and infuriating, says Huw Williams
BRISTOL HAS had some momen-
tous struggles and protests over 
the past year. 

The most significant was the huge 
protest last year that threw the statue 
of slaver Edward Colston into the 
dock.

This act reverberated around the 
world. That this event in Bristol 
was even mentioned in the eulogy 
to George Floyd by Rev Al Sharpton 
at his funeral is testimony to its 
impact.  

Statue Wars—One Summer in 
Bristol, focuses on this event, mostly 
through the response of the Bristol 
mayor Marvin Rees. 

Rees is the Labour mayor, from a 
poor working class part of the city, 
and is of dual heritage. 

There are moving accounts of his 
experiences growing up in the city. 
It is also a shocking indictment that 
he received large numbers of racist 
threats and abuse following the 
removal of the statue. 

Rees articulates the impact that 
statues of slavers and the celebra-
tion of Colston in the city had on 
him. 

Shortly after the protests, a 21 
year old black NHS worker leaving 
his shift from Southmead hospital 
was run over in a racist attack. 

Testimony
He was lucky to be alive. Rees visits 
the man and his family and we get 
to hear powerful testimony from the 
family how it made them feel. 

Bristol is a city of extremes of 
wealth. 

The areas of Clifton and Sneyd 
Park have properties to rival rich 
areas of  London, selling for mil-
lions. Meanwhile in areas such 

as Hartcliffe, Lawrence Weston, 
Southmead and Lockleaze child pov-
erty is at around 50 percent. 

Rees comes across as someone 
who is deeply aware of this. But 
he arrives at the conclusion that to 

come out fighting in defence of the 
statue being torn down is to some-
how alienate Bristol’s white working 
class. 

Throughout the programme there 
is an assumption that the protesters 

were “middle class.” White workers 
are sort of typified by the far right 
racists “protecting the cenotaph” in 
the days that followed. 

There is a distinct feeling that 
the BBC could not contemplate that 
many white workers might also be 
anti-racist. 

Yet it shouldn’t be difficult for the 
BBC to find some, instead of making 
lazy assumptions.

Those that protested on 7 June 
were overwhelmingly young work-
ing class people and the protests, 
like those in the USA, were incred-
ibly multicultural.

Many activists’ experience at the 
time was that there was huge sup-
port for the protests across the city.

Prosecutions
Rees backed the prosecutions of 
those who removed the racist statue. 
Thus is justified by saying that nei-
ther the council nor the police have 
a choice in who they prosecute for 
breaking the law. 

But police do make choices about 
who they target.  

In Bristol if you are black you are 
6.5 times more likely to be stopped 
and searched.

The last segment of the pro-
gramme focuses on the other sem-
inal protest in Bristol over the last 
year—the Kill the Bill protests. 
We know that the protesters were 
attacked by the police. 

But Rees sides totally with the 
cops.

The programme is worth  watching 
in some senses—but be prepared to 
shout at the screen.
Statue Wars—One Summer in Bristol, 
Thursday 10 June, 9pm, BBC2 and then 
on BBC Iplayer

THE PROTESTS are a crisis for Labour mayor Marvin Rees  

A film about bigotry and anxiety

Bookmarks
The socialist bookshop
Vygotsky, Education 
and Revolution 

Online booklaunch
6:30pm, Friday 11 June 
Watch at  
bit.ly/bookmarks-
vygotsky 

What’s on at

Cooper Clarke poster on show

EXHIBITION 
USE HEARING PROTECTION: 
THE EARLY YEARS OF 
 FACTORY RECORDS
At the Science and Industry 
Museum in Manchester, 19 
Jun—3 Jan. Go to 
scienceandindustrymuseum.
org.uk

THIS EXHIBITION tells the 
story of the early years of 
Factory Records, from 1978 
to 1982.

 Founded by Tony Wilson 
and Alan Erasmus, the 
label played an influential 
part in the Manchester’s 
transformation from an 
industrial powerhouse to a 

beacon of art and culture.
There are artefacts 

from the official Factory 
catalogue, including 
creations from Joy Division, 
New Order and The Durutti 
Column. 

There are also graphic 
designs by Peter Saville, 
previously unseen items 
from the Factory archives.
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D 
eadly illness 
ravaged the 
world, and in 
the teeth of  
an economic 
crisis a small 

corrupt elite enriched 
itself above everyone else, 
backed by authoritarian 
laws.

It could only lead to one 
thing—the vengeful killing 
of people in charge by a 
giant, angry mob.

Perhaps not entirely like 
today then. But the events 
of the Peasants’ Revolt, some 
640 years ago this month, 
shouldn’t be treated as 
simply a far off bit of history.

It’s true that society was 
very different. Capitalism 
didn’t yet exist. But there was 
a rich elite who lived off the 
labour of the masses of very 
poor people below them.

Most people lived in 
self‑contained towns or 
 villages, where the local lord 
owned the land and charged 
the peasants rent to work 
on it. Peasants rarely had a 
choice in the matter.

If they were serfs, or 
 “villeins,” they were legally 
tied to the land, which the 
lord owned. Even their daugh‑
ters couldn’t marry without 
the lord’s permission.

And if a peasant died, the 
lord could claim their best 
animal as compensation for the 
rent they would have paid.

On top of that, every peasant 
had to pay rent to the church—
about ten percent of all their 
income—plus “tithes” of certain 
produce. The church itself was 
a big landowner, its clergy took 
up positions in wealthy estates 
and had roles in writing and 
implementing laws.

T
hrough its real 
control of people’s 
lives, the church 
taught that this 
r ig id hierarchy 
was justified by the 

sins of the peasants’ biblical 
ancestors.

So most peasant families 
lived on the edge of hunger, 
while a landowning and clerical 
elite grew corrupt and wealthy 
off the back of their work.

The bubonic plague tore 
across England in 1348 and 
wiped out at least a third of the 
population, mostly among the 
peasants.

One flipside of this was 
that there were far fewer 
people to do the work on the 
land. Suddenly peasants could 
start making demands of the 
lords, such as wages or more 
freedoms.

And if the lord refused, 
they could even break the law 
and flee, knowing they’d find 
another lord to hire them.

Amid these  economic 
 challenges to the rule of the 
lords and the king, there could 
be political challenges too.

New, maverick priests—often 
expelled from the church—
travelled between towns and 
villages preaching a message 
that struck at the heart of the 

status quo. They rejected the 
very idea that God had chosen 
favourites to rule.

They said the system was 
made by people and could be 
changed by people.

Some of them carried an 
even more radical message. 
John Ball, famous as one of the 
leaders of the revolt, preached 
equality.

So in the years before the 
Revolt, England’s rulers passed 
a series of laws designed to keep 
the peasants in their place. One 

of them punished  preachers for 
spreading “false news.”

There was also a law that 
banned them from demanding 
higher wages.

After this came laws that 
said if a peasant left for work 
in another town or village they 
could be branded with the 
letter “F” for “falsity” on their 
forehead.

Then came the poll tax—and 
the start of the revolt.

King Richard II’s many wars 
in France were going badly, 

and were expensive. A law 
was introduced that said every 
person had to pay a shilling—
about a month’s wages—in tax.

It would be collected by 
 bailiffs and thugs. Peasants 
became adept at dodging 
the tax collectors—and then 
 resisting them.

I
n spring 1381, a tax 
collector rode with sol-
diers into the village of 
Fobbing, in essex. twenty 
villagers with longbows 
met him and forced him 

to turn back.
He returned with an even 

bigger gang on 2 June. This 
t ime 100 vi l lagers with 
 longbows grabbed him, tied 
him  backwards to his horse, 
and sent him out again.

He was followed by the 
 severed heads of two jurors 
who had promised to help him 
find the villagers guilty.

That same day bailiffs arrived 
to collect tax in Dartford, Kent. 
In the home of one family, 
they grabbed a young girl 
to  “examine” her genitals to 
“prove” she was over 14.

Her father John Tyler 
smashed the tax collectors’ 
head with a staff. According to 
one account, “The brains flew 
out of his head, wherethrough 
great noise arose in the streets 
and the poor people, being 

glad, everyone prepared to 
 support the said John Tyler.”

The collectors were driven 
out.

These acts of resistance 
were the start of the revolt—
and there are signs of some 
organisation, coordination and 
preparation.

In Essex and Kent the 
 peasant s  sen t  word  to 
 neighbouring villages calling 
for help to fight the collectors, 
and quickly raised armies.

V
illages across 
the two counties 
did the same. 
they all marched 
to  Ma ids tone 
where the radi-

cal preacher John Ball was in 
prison and fought to free him.

Ball, who had spent years 
agitating across south east 
England, sent letters out 
 everywhere with the message, 
“Now it is time.”

The people who got these 
messages knew what they 
meant and raised armies of 
their own, all to march on 
London.

At Maidstone they also 
elected a leader, Wat Tyler, an 
ordinary man, to lead them.

They had clear targets and 
organisation. Two peasant 
armies of tens of thousands, 
one from Essex and one from 
Kent, marched into London 
together from north and south 
of the Thames.

Villages and towns marched 
through the streets in regiments.

Rather than aimless rioting 
and destruction, they targeted 
the houses and palaces of the 
lords, as well as lawyers’ offices, 
burning the legal documents 
that kept them in servitude.

read more
lWhen adam delved 
and eve span:  
a history of the 
peasants’ revolt of  
1381
by Mark O’ Brien
£7.99

lCitizens to lords: 
a social history of 
Western political 
thought from  
 

antiquity to the late 
Middle ages
by Ellen Meiksins Wood
£16.99

available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
phone 020 7637 1848 or 
go to www.bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

when  people fought  corruption

The 
PeaSanTS’ 

ReVolT  
In 1381 thousands of peasants stormed London and 

demanded change from the king. Nick Clark explains why 
the Peasants’ Revolt holds important lessons 640 years on

Wat Tyler banned looting—
everything the rich owned must 
be destroyed. Two peasants 
who defied this were among 
some of the only people killed 
in the uprising.

Others they killed were some 
of the most important people in 
England—including treasurer 
Robert Hales, responsible for 
the tax, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who was in charge 
of the law.

Both were hiding in the 
Tower of London. Tyler’s army 
stormed the tower, grabbed 
them, cut off their heads and 
nailed them to London Bridge.

The peasants were in con‑
trol of London. The king had 
to meet with Tyler just  outside 
east London. He spent the 
whole day signing declarations 
granting freedom to serfs and 
peasants.

Ty ler  then  demanded 
another meeting in Smithfield, 
in today’s City of London, where 
he demanded even more radical 
measures.

“No lord shall exercise 
 lordship over the Commons.” 
And, “The property and the 
goods of the holy church should 
be taken and divided according 
to the needs of the people.”

T
hat tyler, an 
ordinary person, 
was now in a posi-
tion to meet and 
demand this of the 
king was aston-

ishing. at this point he felt 
confident enough to meet the 
king almost alone and armed 
with just a dagger.

The king’s men murdered 
him. Then the king himself 
went to the peasant armies to 
tell them Tyler’s death was a 
mistake, but that he would keep 
his promises. They believed him 
and went home.

It might seem strange that 
they could trust the king so 
easily. 

But they had already forced 
him to agree to their most 
 outlandish demands.

More fatally, they still had 
some faith in the king. They 
hated his advisers, but the 
king’s rule was the foundation 
of how society worked.

The revolt itself was cast as 
an attempt to rid the king of 
the corrupt advisers and priests. 
The peasants thought they 
could use the king to bring in 
the changes they wanted with 
the legitimacy and authority of 
the crown.

If that seems naive, think 
how people can both hate 

and trust their bosses and 
 governments today. Or how in 
the Arab  revolutions ten years 
ago people overthrew dictators 
but left corrupt politicians and 
generals in their place.

It’s not stupidity to not 
 immediately see the need to 
overthrow the whole basis of the 
only society you’ve ever known.

The king followed up his 
betrayal with brutal repression. 
Thousands of peasants were 
killed after returning to their 
villages. 

Ball was caught, hanged until 
he was nearly dead, disembow‑
elled and dismembered so his 
body parts could be sent all over 
England as a warning.

But the poll tax was gone. 
And 50 years later, villeinage 
was abolished. 

So there are some lessons. 
One—don’t trust those at the top.

Two—revolts take time to 
organise. Then they can explode.

Three—when they do, they 
can make those at the top, who 
are seemingly untouchable, 
suddenly weak. And it’s always 
worth it.

Maybe violent retribution 
does await our corrupt rulers 
after all.

the bubonic 
plague of 1348 
wiped out 
around a third 
of england’s 
population (top)  
uprisings, like 
egypt in 2011, 
learnt not to trust 
those at the top of 
society (above) 

No lord shall 
exercise 
lordship over 
the Commons, 
said Tyler

‘‘ 
 King richard ii

Wat tyler was murdered for leading peasants to kill corrupt rulers and demand rights

eyewitness 
place here

British workers don’t benefit 
from less immigration

As the pandemic 
forced many migrant 
workers to return to 
their home countries 
Yuri Prasad asks if 
British workers have 
benefited
ARE LOW paid workers 
finally getting the upper 
hand as labour shortages 
hit parts of the economy?

Stories of businesses 
unable to fill vacancies 
have been growing since 
the easing of lockdown 
restrictions earlier this year.

Some bosses now say 
they are having to increase 
pay to attract staff.

Even the widely hated Tory 
Brexiteer and Wetherspoon 
pub boss, Tim Martin, is 
urging the government 
to let in more European 
migrants to fill posts.

Some bosses are 
indeed finding it hard 
to recruit new staff. 

And one industry in 
particular has been hit 
hard—hospitality.

Here the rapid reopening of 
pubs, restaurants and hotels is 
forcing employers to compete 
to quickly hire workers.

But last year, as the 
pandemic took hold, even 
many skilled workers 
decided to leave the 
industry. Some were laid 
off during lockdowns and 
now prefer the increased 
security of other careers.

Seemed
Many returned to Europe 
and seemed reluctant 
to come back. 

But so far the recruitment 
crisis has led to only a small 
increase in median average 
wages for newly advertised 
pub and restaurant jobs. 

Pay is up very slightly  
from £9.25 to £9.35 an 
hour—though a particular 
shortage of chefs has 
driven their pay higher.

There have been 
steeper pay rises in a 
few other industries, 
including road haulage.

That reflects a long 
term difficulty recruiting 
qualified drivers to work 
in a low status industry. 

This problem has been 
exacerbated by a year of 

lockdowns in which no 
specialist driving tests took 
place, and so no new drivers’ 
licences were issued.

Here too the crisis has been 
compounded by European 
workers leaving Britain and 
not yet returning and by 
workers leaving, looking 
for less gruelling jobs.

Yet rather than offering 
better working conditions, 
more secure contracts and 
long term pay incentives, 
many freight bosses prefer 
to offer only a modest 
improvement in hourly rates.

That reflects the low 
profit margins many logistics 
companies have, despite the 
growth of online shopping.

So even in sectors where 
pay for some is rising, 
the picture is patchy and 
includes relatively small 
increases for most.

Elsewhere,there are 
few signs of pay rising 
above inflation. 

That’s even in parts of 
the economy that are also 
recruiting heavily—including 
warehousing, retail, cleaning 
and less skilled driving roles.

In the first three months 

of this year, pay increases 
across the private sector 
averaged at just 2 percent, 
though the curve is rising 
and that may mean higher 
rises next quarter.

Meanwhile, in April the 
official inflation rate doubled 
to 1.5 percent, up from 0.7 
percent the month before. 
And the more accurate 
RPI rate recorded inflation 
at 2.9 percent a year.

Crisis
Particularly for workers 
in industries that face a 
recruitment crisis, this is 
an excellent time to make 
back some of the money lost 
during years of austerity. 

Unions should certainly 
aim to capitalise on the 
bosses’ problems.

But the most important 
lesson for the left here is that 
relying on a reduced supply 
of labour to boost wages 
is no real strategy at all.

Some union leaders for 
years have played along 
with the idea of “British 
jobs for British workers”. 

If only we could stop 
foreigners coming in 
and undercutting pay, 
indigenous workers would 
be better off, they argued.

But the reduction in 
the size of workforce they 
hoped for is now a reality, 
and yet most workers are 
seeing little or no benefit.

That should point the 
unions in another direction 
—only united workers’ 
struggle can produce a 
long term boost to wages 
across the entire class.

protesters deFend migrant workers’ rights

Only united 
workers’ struggle 
can produce a 
long term boost 
to wages 

‘‘ 

focus on 
wages
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EXAMS AND longer hours mean more stress for school pupils

Tory school recovery plans won’t benefit children
by SAM ORD

FOR THE Department of 
Education it is vital that chil-
dren “catch up” on the hours 
of education lost due to the 
pandemic. 

In order to help students 
make up lost ground, the 
Tories have suggested that 
school days should be longer 
and have ordered a “tutoring 
revolution”. 

But the Tories aren’t 
really interested in the wel-
fare of students, teachers 
and parents to achieve the 
level of “catchup” they deem 
necessary. 

They are more interested 
in pushing children to reach 
certain grades at whatever 
cost, and to push schools into 
becoming exam factories. 

The last thing students 
need after the pressures of the 
last year is more stress. 

And teachers and school 
workers, who have worked 
flat out to provide the best 
possible education for stu-
dents in lockdown also don’t 
need any more work. 

The government has 
decided to pledge an addi-
tional £1.4 billion to help chil-
dren across England recover 

from education hours lost due 
to the pandemic.

The main criticism was that 
the funding was too low.  

Resign
This led the education recov-
ery commissioner, Sir Kevan 
Collins, to resign. He said that 
£15 billion was needed—ten 
times as much.

The government says the 
extra funds will be used to 

provide tutoring to disadvan-
taged children. 

At the heart of these plans is 
“six million, 15-hour tutoring 
courses as well as an expan-
sion of the 16-19 tuition fund, 
targeting key subjects such as 
maths and English.”

This scheme won’t carefully 
assess the needs of children or 
broaden their education after 
months of learning at home.

Instead it will focus on 

“catching up” with exam 
results and league tables.

It won’t be about develop-
ing children’s real potential 
but making sure companies 
have the drilled and nar-
rowly skilled workforce they 
require.

At the centre of the 
national tutoring programme 
is Randstad. 

It’s a multinational private 
firm operating in 39 countries 

and covering industries from 
cleaners to sports coaches.

Its record should trigger 
alarms. In 2019 Google sub-
contracted workers employed 
by Randstad in the US to scan 
homeless people’s faces in 
exchange for a $5 gift card. 

Inspectors
In 2017, inspectors found that 
Spanish airline Iberia had 
required Randstad to carry out 
pregnancy tests on job candi-
dates, along with other medi-
cal checks.

And the motivations for the 
Tories to introduce a longer 
school day is also not centred 
on the needs of children. 

More time at school will 
mean that children get more 
time in the exam factory. 

Of course some parents 
might welcome a longer 
school day. 

At present parents, mainly 
women, are forced into com-
promises to work around 
when their children are in 
school. 

For many there is a difficult 
process of stitching together 
breakfast clubs, after school 
activities, and care by grand-
parents and friends.

And then there are the 

school holidays. All of these 
contribute to why women are 
often forced into part-time 
work.

But a longer school day 
could also mean parents could 
be made to work more hours 
—benefitting the bosses.

What’s really needed is 
a revolution in the role of 
education. 

A different kind of educa-
tion would be able to fully 
consider the physical and 
mental health of children. 

And it would confront 
the truth that many children 
come from families in poverty 
meaning education is some-
times a real struggle. 

It would mean more 
resources for music, sport, 
drama—and play—not just 
maths and English.

For this there would 
have to be massive recruit-
ment of school workers and 
the improvement of school 
infrastructure. 

Both the Tories and Labour 
before them have worked to 
trying to make education 
about little more than exams. 

Socialists must continue to 
fight back and say that an edu-
cation that puts children first 
is possible.
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Profit-hungry developers 
broke the housing system 
Housing exposes obscene wealth and hard poverty in Britain today. Behind it all 
is a system where houses are built for profit, not homes, says Isabel Ringrose 

 IN the same week that  hundreds 
of thousands of people were 

facing evictions, rich residents of 
Vauxhall in London were spotted 
relishing their sky pool.

House hunters  can buy a 
 two-bedroom flat for as much as 
£1,990,000 at Embassy Gardens, 
Nine Elms. And many are bought as 
investments, rather than to live in.

Evictions and the vast wealth 
loaded into luxury accommodation 
are connected by a housing crisis.

Britain’s housing crisis is fuelled by 
developers for whom house building 
is about investment and profit—not 
 providing homes fit for people to live in. 

During the pandemic, the Tories 
have helped them along with tax 
reliefs and development plans.

Rolled
Schemes are constantly being rolled 
out to get people buying houses. 

In Bolsover, Derbyshire, “first 
home” propert ies  have been 
 discounted for key workers at 
30  percent of the market price.

But the houses will then stay at that 
price so the owners don’t get to buy 
and sell at a profit as developers do.

Other developers, funded by the 
government, lower the amount of 
deposit required and add it back to 
the mortgage price.

As London expands, developers 
pour huge amounts of their money 
into impoverished boroughs such as 
Newham, in the east of the city. 

This doesn’t benefit ordinary 
people.

Newham has some of the worst 
overcrowding in England.

And as of 2020, 4,500 households 
were in  temporary accommodation—
the highest levels in the country. It also 

has 2,145 empty homes despite one 
in 24 being affected by  homelessness, 
and the longest housing waiting list 
in London at over 27,000. 

Newham has been the centre of 
regeneration since the 2012 Olympics. 
Former Mayor for London Boris 
Johnson said the project was “setting 
the pace for the  transformation of 
east London.”

Its developers the London Legacy 
Development Corporation plan “the 
biggest cultural boost” to London via 
the East Bank in the Olympic Park in 
Stratford.

The latest £1.1 billion project 
has received £385 million from the 
London mayor and £151 million from 
the Tories. 

But the project is behind, over 
budget, and offers minimal  affordable 
housing.

At the Royal Docks, 2 miles of 
waterfront in a former industrial area 
hosts upmarket accommodation. 

Derelict
Mil lennium Mil ls—a  derel ic t 
 bu i ld ing  in  the  S i l ve r town 
area—is the  centrepiece of a 
£3.5  billion  redevelopment  project 
to create 3,000 new homes for 
“entrepreneurs”.

In total around £8 billion will have 
been invested in the docklands over 
20 years creating 25,000 new homes.

Yet these homes won’t help the 
 crippling housing crisis.

Private development that offers 
a handful of so-called affordable 
 housing, and even less socially rented 
housing, only drives prices up and 
poorer people out.

The  money  pumped  in to 
 developing these areas should be 
invested into those who need it most. LOOKING UP at them looking down on you—sky pool for rich residents

Tories help drive prices up
A “RACE for space” has seen 
the total value of homes sold 

reach £461 billion this year—a 
46 percent jump from 2020.

This is the biggest rise since 
before the 2007 financial crash. 
The average house price in 
March had also increased by 
10.2 percent in a year—the 
highest annual growth since 2007.

And the average property 
price rose by 2.1 percent 
between February and 
March 2021 to £256,000.

Prices of detached properties 
increased by 11.7 percent as 
a third of buyers looked for 
bigger houses and gardens 
during the pandemic. Growth in 
London was down 0.7 percent 
to 3.7 percent, showing a shift 

from working and living in the 
capital. But house prices are 
still on average £500,000.

The Tories’ stamp duty 
holiday brought in last 
summer, and government 
guarantees for mortgages, 
also fuelled the growth.

They offered first-time buyers 
95 percent mortgages until the 
end of 2022. And the stamp 
duty holiday, extended until 
September, means properties up 
to £500,000 incur no tax on sale. 

Homeowners have saved 
£5 billion from the tax break—
money that could have been 
put towards social housing. 

It’s just 5 percent of the 
estimated amount needed to cover 
rent debts from the pandemic.

‘Affordable’ scheme a scam
LONDON MAYOR Sadiq Khan 

wants 50 percent of new 
developments in the city to 

include “affordable” housing. 
A housing scheme in east 

London—Chobham Manor—used 
council money to increase the 
number of affordable homes to 
35 percent from 29 percent. 

Under Section 106, money 
received from council houses 
being sold, is given to developers, 
supposedly to provide things such 
as affordable housing, trees and a 
play area.  It helps them to justify 
the development. But “affordable” 
housing can still be up to 80 
percent of market rent. 

And developers only agree to 
this with the incentive of extra 

council money—despite funding 
already handed over from the 
public purse. 

They are also able to deliver 
housing through permitted 
development rights (PDR).

This means plans do not need to 
go through the full local planning 
process, and local authorities 
cannot scrutinise a development.

So councils cannot require a 
developer to supply affordable 
housing, giving developers a 
 get-out clause under the PDR 
system. 

The Tories’ planning white paper 
looks to expand the PDR system. 

Currently one in every ten 
properties was delivered through 
PDR.

What sort of 
 housing do 
we need?

 SOME 2.6 million 
council homes have 

been sold off across 
Britain since Tory prime 
minister Margaret 
Thatcher introduced the 
“right to buy” in 1980.

Around 40 percent of 
former council houses 
are rented out by private 
landlords, and councils 
have been known to rent 
their former housing 
stock back.

Since 2003 London 
has lost some 6,748 
social and council homes 
to demolition schemes. 

And a further 6,791 
are set to be lost if 
planned schemes go 
ahead.

Marian Court, an 
estate in east London, is 
set to be demolished. It 
held 135 homes, 85 of 
which were social rents 
and the rest owned by 
leaseholders. 

Some 275 new homes 
are set to be built in its 
place—80 social rented, 
118 shared ownership 
and 77 for sale.

 Replaced
Similarly in Southwark, 
south London, some 
1,200 council properties 
were taken down between 
2011 and 2014, and 
replaced by a luxury park 
with 3,000 homes. Just 
82 were for social rent.

The council says 
it will build 11,000 
social rented homes by 
2042—but is looking for 
“underutilised space” on 
existing estates, such as 
play areas for children.

Another consequence 
of the lack of social 
housing is one in 
four Londoners are 
placed in temporary 
accommodation due 
to homelessness 
outside their local area, 
sometimes in cities up to 
200 miles away.

Campaigners have 
long been calling for 
“affordable housing” to 
be fixed at social rented 
levels. 

But the only solution 
is to provide more 
council homes—not 
simply “social” housing 
from associations that 
effectively act as private 
landlords.

Sadiq Khan says he 
wants to build 100,000 
houses. 

Building houses isn’t 
the problem—it’s who 
and what they’re built 
for.
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Mass picket   
hits back at 
JDE bosses’  
pay threats 
Workers at the JDE coffee factory 
in Oxfordshire are defiant after 
receiving ‘fire and rehire’ letters last 
week, reports Ian Mckendrick
OV E R  1 0 0  s t r i k e r s  a n d 
 supporters picketed the Jacobs 
Douwe Egberts (JDE) coffee fac-
tory in Banbury, Oxfordshire, last 
Saturday.

The Unite union members are 
on strike over fire and rehire plans 
that could lose them up to £12,000 
a year.

Some 291 production workers 
received a letter last week giving 
them 12 weeks’ notice to accept a 
new contract or be dismissed. 

Unite has advised the workers to 
refuse to sign the new contract. It 
is thought that only 50 of the 291 
have signed.

Steve has been at the plant for 19 
years and is one of the production 
workers who received a letter. He 
said, “We worked through the pan-
demic making them profits. These 
letters are a kick in the teeth.

“They thought the letters would 
dampen our spirits, instead they 
have made us more determined. We 
won’t give in—we’ll keep fighting.”

The mood of the picket was 
upbeat and people also showed 
 support as they drove past. 

The Oxford branch of the commu-
nication workers’ CWU union joined 
the picket, along with members of 
the Oxford & District Trades Council 
and the Acorn housing campaign.

One striker who works in  packing 
was angry that the company was 
imposing shift changes that would 
not only reduce wages, but ruin 
family life. 

Holidays
She said, “They have already had 
money from our pension cuts, they 
don’t need to cut wages too. We’ll 
be expected to work bank holidays 
and Christmas for no extra.”

Another plant utility worker who 
also received a letter said how JDE 
planned to keep the factory running 
with managers. 

But he added, “there’s hardly 
anyone in,” pointing out that there 
was no smoke from the chimneys—
meaning there was no production. 

He said JDE had to bring in 
expensive specialist contractors 
for maintenance, and he didn’t 
think the plant could reopen if the 
 production workers were dismissed. 

He also explained that the strike 
is about more than the money JDE 
will take from the workforce. 

If the strike wins there could be 
a knock on effect—other workers in 
the company and across the town 
will gain confidence. 

Several strikers were angry at 
how the cuts target production 
workers and not bosses.

There was also anger at local 
Tory MP Victoria Prentis who 
ignored strikers’ calls for support, 
and instead met with JDE bosses. 

Chris Gray, Unite south east 
regional officer said, “We’re disap-
pointed the letters have been issued 
but not shocked.”

He added there was strong 
 support for the dispute and still 
hoped for talks.

Some strikers want to escalate 
the action. Further 24-hour pickets 
were set to take place on Thursday 
and Sunday of this week and 
Wednesday of next week.

STRIKERS AT Liverpool university rallied last Friday Pictures: uoL ucu

University jobs fight spreads from 
Liverpool to Leicester and Sussex
UCU UNION members at the 
university of Liverpool were set to 
take four more days of strike this 
week. 

And they were set to be joined 
by those at Leicester University 
between Wednesday and Friday of 
this week.

Meanwhile, workers at the 
University of Sussex have also 
declared a dispute. Management 
refused to rule out compulsory 
redundancies as part of the 
restructuring of the university. 

Twenty six jobs are currently 
at risk at Leicester university. One 
of those who faces losing his job, 
David Harvie, said, “The university 
has treated us with disdain.

“Strikes now will have an impact 
because when students are choosing 
a university they will not look to 
one where staff are striking.”

Workers at Leicester university 
have already taken action short 
of a strike, including calling for a 
marking boycott. The strike this 
week is an escalation. 

At the University of Liverpool 
strikers are fighting to stop the 
compulsory redundancies of staff in 
the Health and Life Sciences faculty.

The strikes have already forced 
bosses to say they would make 

fewer workers redundant.
Bee Hughes, a UCU activist 

in Liverpool, reported that there 
was “a strong show for the second 
on-campus strike rally—one of 
three held during the 14 day 
strike action taken by university of 
Liverpool UCU.

“Strikers were joined by students, 
activists from different campaigning 
groups, and trade unionists from 
neighbouring branches of UCU and 
other campus unions. 

“The rally assembled in 
University Square, adjacent to 
both the vice chancellor’s office, 
and the historic redbrick Victoria 
Museum building. The crowd were 
also able to make an impact on 

applicants joining campus tours at 
the adjacent Guild of Students.

“Encountering a fiery strike rally 
was probably not high on the list 
of university bosses’ wish list for 
attracting prospective fee-paying 
students.

“Neighbouring branches 
delivering solidarity and updates 
from across the Liverpool region.

“Other speakers included a 
worker losing their job, Black Lives 
Matter Merseyside activists, students 
from University of Liverpool, and 
UoL Unison union branch. 

“Speeches called for solidarity 
across trade unions, and to keep 
pushing back on the inequalities 
tearing across higher education.” 

Meanwhile 600 UCU members 
who work in education in prisons 
are set to walk out of 49 prisons 
and young offender institutions. 

The walkouts will be held on 
Thursday 10 June and Wednesday 
23 June. The workers’ employer, 
Novus, won’t engage with the UCU 
over Covid-19 safety concerns.

Ongoing strikes in higher 
education show that there is a 
mood to fight back. 

Coordinated strikes and national 
campaigning can increase the 
pressure on bosses.

BACK STORY
There has been a wave of ‘fire 
and rehire’ attacks on workers 
during the pandemic
lBosses are using the threat of 
unemployment to force workers 
to accept worse contracts
lSome see a chance to ram 
through assaults on pay and 
conditions that can be blamed 
on the virus emergency
lBut workers can fight back. 
Striking and protesting is the 
only way to beat back fire and 
rehire

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

On the picket line in Liverpool

Higher education
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NHS

Onto the streets for 
the NHS on 3 July
by  YURI PRASAD

CA M PA I G N E R S  A N D 
health workers are set to 
come together on 3 July in 
 protests that also celebrate 
the NHS’s 73 birthday.

The day of action is called 
by Keep Our NHS Public, 
Health Campaigns Together, 
NHS Workers Say No and 
NHS Staff Voices. 

It will demand patient 
safety, pay justice and an 
end to privatisation.

Scores of local events are 
already listed, ranging from 
picnics and static  protests to 
rallies and marches.

The actions are a chance 
to bring together  workers 
furious at how they’ve 
been treated during the 
 pandemic—and the 1 per-
cent pay “increase” offer.

The NHS Pay Review body 
is expected to announce its 
response to the govern-
ment’s offer soon.

The nurses’ RCN union is 
demanding an increase no 
less than 12.5 percent. 

O t h e r  u n i o n s  a r e 
 demanding 15 percent. 
Unison is  pushing for a 
£2,000 a year increase across 
the board. So the body’s 

recommendation could trig-
ger a new push for strikes.

And health workers’ anger 
could combine with all those 
who see the steady march of 
privatisation through the 
service.

The government earlier 
this year pledged to end 
some outsourcing of NHS 
services, saying that they 
had proved “inefficient”. 

But in reality the process 
of slicing up the health ser-
vice for private gain has been 

given a boost. Local cam-
paigners have highlighted 
the way dozens of medical 
centres and GP surgeries 
have been handed over to 
the multinational Centene 
Corporation.

The day of action is a great 
chance to bring  workers and 
campaigners together—
surely the best birthday 
present the NHS could hope 
for.
lFor details of protests go to 
keepournhspublic.com

S C O T L A N D :  A r o u n d 
100 people marched in 
Edinburgh on Saturday to 
call for a 15 percent pay rise 
for NHS workers. 

This comes after the recent 
measly 4 percent offer by the 
Scottish government. 

Speakers at the rally 
 outside the Scottish parlia-
ment in Holyrood spoke of 
how it was right to strike for 
a pay rise.  

Zoe James, a mental 
health nurse of 22 years, said 
the pay offer was a real insult 
to workers.  

She said people were 
being downgraded to do the 
same job and that nursing 
had become an undervalued 
profession.  

Margaret, a nurse since 
1977, said she was proud to 
be in the profession, but that 
nurses were being treated 
unfairly.  

They were being asked to 
do more and more and that it 
was becoming more difficult 
to attract new people to the 
profession, she said. 

Speakers also talked of how 
important it was to keep up 
the fight for fair pay and that 
they had the power to win.
Keith Pender

GMB ELECTION

Labour right cheers GMB union result
“TWO DOWN, one to 
go,” was how a Labour 
MP greeted the news last 
week that Gary Smith 
has been elected to 
lead the GMB union.

They were referring 
to voting this year for 
the leaders of Britain’s 
three biggest unions—
Unison, GMB and Unite.

The most right wing 
candidate, Christina 
McAnea, beat three more 
left wing candidates in 
Unison in January.

Smith is seen by the 
Labour right as a reliable 
supporter of Keir Starmer. 
He will continue the union’s 
pro-nuclear, pro-Trident, 
pro-more airports policies.

Smith beat Rehana Azam 
and Giovanna Holt. He took 
just over half of the vote on 
a turnout of 10.6 percent. 

The GMB’s stagnant 
membership numbers 
reflect its aversion to real 
resistance to the bosses.

A win in the fire and 

rehire British Gas dispute 
would have been a platform 
for the GMB to seek to recruit 
other workers. Instead the 
union’s failed leadership 
underlines its weakness. 

Smith succeeds Tim 
Roache, who resigned 
after a series of allegations 
were made against him, 
which he has denied.

Sexist
A report from September 
last year found the union 
was “institutionally sexist” 
and that “bullying, misogyny, 
cronyism and sexual 
harassment are endemic”.

Karon Monaghan QC 
linked the failings around 
sexual harassment to 
the GMB’s bureaucratic 
structures. She singled out 
the role of exclusively male 
regional secretaries “who 
hold the real power, along 
with the general secretary” . 

Smith would be 
well-placed to judge on 
this as he was the GMB 

Scottish regional secretary. 
After his election he said 
he would work for the 
full implementation of 
the Monaghan report.

Recently a group of 
women working at the GMB 
put forward a formal dispute 
with the organisation as 
they say grievances are 
not being heard fairly. 

They also said the union 
had not moved forward 
after the Monaghan report.

Union election results 
do matter. In the Unite 
election, where candidates’ 
nominations are set to 
be revealed this week, 
Socialist Worker supports 
Sharon Graham. 

But much more important 
is to support workers in 
struggle, raise the level of 
resistance and learn from 
wider political movements.

There are immediate 
battles to be won over NHS 
pay, over job losses and 
against fire and rehire.
Sophie Squire 

DEMONSTRATING IN Edinburgh last Saturday             

Two strikes 
in Scotland
THE RMT union has warned 
of a “summer of disruption” 
as a new phase of strikes 
kick off at ScotRail.

Conductors and ticket 
examiners have been 
fighting bosses over the 
operating company’s breach 
of the dignity and respect 
policy. 80 percent of union 
members voted to strike.

Their strike started 
in March and has led to 
many ScotRail trains being 
cancelled on Sundays. 
The RMT says this can 
last until September.

Strikes have also been 
announced by Caledonian 
Sleeper workers in the RMT.

Action is set to go ahead 
from Tuesday of next week 
and continue until 26 June. 
A ballot of members on the 
Serco-run sleeper service 
saw an 85 percent vote in 
favour of strikes over pay.

After 26 June workers 
will not work any overtime 
or on rest days.

Make the developers pay 
to remove cladding danger
THOUSANDS OF flat 
owners and housing 
activists protested last 
Saturday across Britain 
over the cladding and 
fire safety scandal.

Protesters demanded 
that developers are made 
to pay to make buildings 
safe. Leaseholders are facing 
charges to have flammable 
cladding removed, and 
repair other fire safety 
defects in their buildings.

The Tories set aside  
£5 billion in a fire safety 

fund—but costs are expecting 
to reach £15 billion, with 
homeowners expected 
to fill the gap.

In Manchester, where 
around 100 people joined a 
protest, organiser Rebecca 
said, “We’ve come to show 
the developers and the 
government the strength 
of feeling over this.”

Protests also took place 
in cities and towns including 
across London, Brighton, 
Southend, Birmingham, 
Sheffield and Cardiff.

nAROUND 80 engineers at 
Weetabix factories in Kettering 
and Corby, Northamptonshire, 
plan one-day strikes 
throughout the summer. 

Workers in the Unite union 
voted to strike over fire and 
rehire plans that cut pay. 

New contracts will also 
slash shift payments.

Overall this means workers 
lose up to £5,000 a year.

nWORKERS IN the Unite 
union who make electric 
wheelchairs at Sunrise 
Medical in Dudley have 
voted to strike over pay.

Strikes are planned on 
14,18, 21 and 25 June.

Workers want a 3 percent 
pay rise and additional 
holiday on Christmas Eve.

nTEACHERS AND support 
staff at Oak Park High School 
in Redbridge, east London 
are set to strike against what 
they say is victimisation.

Four workers at the 
school were told that they 
would not have jobs in 
September after they asked 
to work remotely during the 
second coronavirus wave. 

The workers used Section 
44 of the Employment 
Rights Act. This advises 
workers that they have the 
right not to work if they 
feel their health and safety 
is being threatened.

NEU union members will 
walk out on Tuesday next 
week, followed by two strike 
days the week after and three 
days the following week.

RAIL WORKERS

ROUND-UP

ENVIRONMENT

HOUSING PROTESTS

UP TO 300 people marched 
in Newham, east London, 
last Saturday against 
the construction of the 
Silvertown tunnel. 

The tunnel under the 
river Thames is planned to 
have four lanes for cars. 

Residents say more traffic 
will make air pollution 
worse and mean more 
environmental destruction. 

Marchers chanted, “Let 
us breathe” and “Stop the 
tunnel” as they made their 
way through the streets.

Anne, an activist with 
Fossil Free Newham, told 
Socialist Worker, “Newham 
is being choked and air 
pollution is already having 
an impact on our health.” 

Ruth from the group Mum 
For Lungs—which campaigns 

against air pollution—told 
a final rally of the horror 
of watching her son suffer 
from asthma attacks. 

Speakers also pointed 
out the fact that the tunnel 
is being constructed in 
one of the poorest and 
most ethnically diverse 
boroughs in London.

Michael from Extinction 
Rebellion told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve heard about 
how Black and Asian people 
have suffered the most from 
Covid-19, and I think they 
will also suffer some of the 
worst effects of the tunnel.” 

Destiny, a school climate 
striker, told Socialist Worker 
the battle would continue 
against “a tunnel that 
we never asked for”.
Sophie Squire

No to Silvertown tunnel

Protesting in Manchester                         Picture: SWP MancheSter
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New Israeli leadership will continue Palestinian oppression 
by NICK CLARK

ISRAEL COULD soon 
have a government led 
by a prime minister who 
has insisted Palestinians 
can never be allowed 
a state of their own.

Naftali Bennett, leader 
of the nationalist Yamina 
party, could become Israel’s 
prime minister as early as 
this week, in a coalition 
deal with other parties. 

If the government is 
sworn in, it would be the 
end of racist warmonger 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s 
12 years as prime minister.

It would be the start 

of a new government 
even more committed 
to driving Palestinians 
from their homes.

Under the coalition deal, 
Bennett’s Yamina party 
would enter government 
with the supposedly 
“centrist” Yesh Atid. 

The deal shows all of 
Israel’s parties are united 
in their opposition to any 
kind of Palestinian state.

Israel is in a 
long‑running political 
crisis, with four 
elections in two years.

The country has spent 
decades entrenching its 
occupation of Palestine, 
building settlements to 

deny Palestinians the 
prospect of ever having 
their own state.

But annexing Palestinian 
land also means more 
Palestinians living 
inside Israel’s border. 

Crisis
The prospect of this is 
an existential crisis for 
a state premised on 
maintaining a clear ethnic 
majority over Arabs.

One thing the parties 
in the coalition agree on 
is that Netanyahu can no 
longer manage this crisis.

Netanyahu is at odds 
with the US, which uses 
the fiction of the two‑state 

solution to support its 
control of the Middle East. 
But he also struggled 
to crush the Palestinian 
resistance last month.

Now the new coalition 
cobbles together parties 
who pay lip service to the 
two‑state solution with 
those who demand more 
repression of Palestinians. 

In a sign of how 
rotten Israeli politics is, 
Netanyahu was working 
to scupper it as Socialist 
Worker went to press by 
branding it too “left wing.”

The real opposition to 
Israel is the new movement 
of Palestinian protests 
that began last month.

US DOCKERS BLOCK SHIP IN 
SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINE
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

ACTIVISTS IN the US 
forced an Israeli cargo 
ship to turn around last 
Saturday and have vowed 
they will continue their 
 protest until the vessel is 
gone for good. 

Hundreds of pro-Palestine 
protesters gathered in the 
Port of Oakland to stop a ZIM 
ship from being unloaded. 
ZIM is an Israeli-owned busi-
ness and one of the largest 
shipping companies in the 
world. 

The Arab Resource and 
Organizing Center (AROC) 
and the local branch of the 
International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU) 
came together to picket at the 
docks. 

Mohamed is an activist 
with AROC.

He told Socialist Worker 
from the picket line that 
the action was organised to 
send “a clear message that 
Zionism, racism, apartheid 
and Israel’s ongoing occupa-
tion of Palestine will be met 
with resistance from every 
corner of the globe.

“We are ensuring that Israeli 
companies are boycotted and 
that cargo on Israeli ships will 
not be welcome in the Bay 
Area or beyond.”

In 2014 activists, trade 
unionists and NGOs, who 
formed the Block the Boat 
coalition, organised a suc-
cessful campaign to prevent 
ZIM ships from unloading at 
the port. 

This year is the first time 
that ZIM ships have tried to 

return to the port since then.
Israel’s recent bloody 

assault on the Gaza Strip 
which resulted in the deaths 
of over 270 Palestinians 
has seen renewed calls for 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions against Israel.

The Palestinian Federation 

of Trade unions also issued a 
statement calling for US trade 
unions to mount a  boycott 
last month. This included a 
call for workers to refuse to 
unload Israeli ships.

Mohamed stressed how 
important it is to answer that 
call. “ZIM is Israel’s largest 

and oldest cargo shipping 
company. When ZIM was 
started in 1945 its primary 
purpose was to ship weapons 
and European settlers to aid 
in the settler-colonisation of 
Palestine,” he said.

“Our fight to bring down 
Israeli apartheid entails 

targeting the businesses and 
entities that allow it to keep 
going. We will continue to do 
so until it will no longer be 
possible for relations with the 
Israeli state to be normalised.”

And Mohamed added that 
more broadly US opinion 
about Israel is beginning to 
shift.

“In the US support for Israel 
has been so blindly accepted 
due to the  relationship that 
the two countries have.”

“But the lie of Israel as a 
democracy, a narrative it has 
hidden behind for decades, is 
being torn apart because of 
the facts on the ground.”

Mohammed also added 
that he believed the, “latest 
powerful uprising against 
Israel’s occupation that 
we saw in Palestine and 
across the world has been 
unprecedented.”

AROC says it won’t stop 
organising pickets at the Port 
of Oakland and is organis-
ing similar actions in Los 
Angeles, Seattle, New York 
and Vancouver in Canada.

More boycotts and protests 
to block Israeli cargo ships 
have the power to hit these 
companies hard as well as to 
build solidarity with Palestine 
among US workers.

Trade unionists  everywhere 
should learn from this 
 solidarity victory.

A PROTESTER scaling a fence last week at the Port of Oakland as hundreds gather below  Picture: Brook Anderson

Hard right politician Naftali Bennett (centre) does the deal


