
VILE HYPOCRISY. That’s the only pos-
sible verdict as the Tories and sections 
of the right wing press claimed to be 
anti-racists this week.

After the Euro football tournament, several 
black players for England were met with a tor-
rent of foul racist abuse. The Tories said they 
were on the players’ side.

“The England team deserve to be lauded as 
heroes, not racially abused on social media,” 
said Boris Johnson on Twitter.

This came from the man who described 
Muslim women who wear the burka as look-
ing like letterboxes, and called black people 

“picaninnies” with “watermelon smiles”.
Home secretary Priti Patel added that she 

was “disgusted that England players who have 
given so much for our country this summer 
have been subject to vile racist abuse on social 
media.”

As England footballer Tyrone Mings said, 
she had “stoked the fire” by dismissing the 
England team for taking the knee against 
racism as “gesture politics”.

And it is Patel who is now  pushing 
the racist  National i ty  and Borders 
Bi l l  that would further criminalise
 >>>continued page 5 

SMASH   
  RACIST 
TORIES

SHOWER OF HYPOCRITES EXPOSED

lSTOP THE   
      REFUGEE BILL  
 >>Pages 10&11

lDEFEND THE    
      RIGHT TO PROTEST  >>Page  7

NHS

Health bill opens 
the door to more 
privatisation
THE GOVERNMENT 
introduced a new Health and 
Care Bill into parliament ths 
week as Covid-19 cases soar.

Ministers claim the bill’s 
main purpose is bringing 
hospitals, GP practices and 
social care closer together. 

But behind this lies a power 
grab by the government and 
an agenda of privatisation.
>>Page 3

ENVIRONMENT

Climate chaos 
behind heatwave 
and flooding
DEVASTATING droughts 
have hit the west of 
the US,  affecting 93 
percent of the region.

Two huge wildfires have 
forced thousands of people 
to evacutate their homes.The 
fires have been fuelled by 
soaring temperatures, which 
rose to 54.4 degrees celsius 
in California’s Death Valley.
>>Page 20

CUBA

Back protests, 
but beware US 
imperialism
THOUSANDS OF people 
have protested in Cuba at 
economic instability, high 
food and fuel prices and 
rising Covid-19 cases.

Imperialist meddling has to 
be opposed. But that doesn’t 
mean lining up behind the 
Cuban government.
>>Page 8

GOVERNMENT  GIVES COVID VIRUS  
THE FREEDOM TO MUTATE

  >>Pages 4&5 

How mass movements 
and direct action scare 
the state
Nick Clark looks at tactics in the movement 

  >>Page 15

FIGHT BORIS Johnson and Priti Patel 
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Criminal dumping of raw 
sewage in sea for  profit  
SOUTHERN WATER was fined a 
record £90 million last week for 
deliberately dumping billions of 
litres of raw sewage into protected 
seas over several years for its own 
financial gain.

Mr Justice Jeremy Johnson, sen-
tencing the privatised water company, 
said it had discharged between 16 bil-
lion and 21 billion litres of raw sewage 
into some of the most delicate environ-
ments in Britain.

He said the company had a history 
of criminal activity for its “previous 
and persistent pollution of the envi-
ronment”. It had 168 previous offences 
and cautions but had ignored these 
and not altered its behaviour. 

“There is no evidence the com-
pany took any notice of the penalties 
imposed or the remarks of the courts. 
Its  offending simply continued,” he 
said.

The company claimed its actions 
were not deliberate. But Andrew 
Marshall, appearing at the sentencing 

hearing for the regulator, said that 
Southern opened storm tanks to 
release raw sewage into coastal waters 
in north Kent and the Solent to increase 
its own financial benefits. The company 
also allowed storm tanks to be kept full 
and to turn septic, instead of putting 
millions of litres of raw sewage through 
the treatment  process as required 
by law. Southern Water is owned by 

Jersey-based Greensands Holdings 
which is controlled from the Cayman 
Islands. The money saved by its envi-
ronmental crimes was used to boost 
executive pay, bonuses and dividends. 

It continues to provide water to 2.6 
million customers and wastewater ser-
vices to more than 4.7 million people 
across Sussex, Kent, Hampshire and 
the Isle of Wight.

lMORRISONS SUPERMARKET bosses will 
be hoping a proposed takeover bid for 

the firm goes ahead. It means bumper  
pay-outs for them. Chief executive David 
Potts would grab £19 million for the over 
3 million shares he owns outright and 
4.6 million that he could receive under 
various company reward schemes.

Operating chief Trevor Strain could 
make £11 million and finance boss 
Michael Gleeson more than £3 million.

 Energy bills to rise to pay 
for new nuclear plants
YOU WILL face paying a 
surcharge on energy bills 
to pay for new nuclear 
power stations in Britain. 

Government ministers 
aim to unveil legislation 
in the autumn that would 
enable Sizewell C, a  
£20 billion nuclear power 
plant, to go ahead through 
a financing model called 
the regulated asset  
base.

This model would mean 
that energy bill payers start 
contributing towards the 
cost of the plant at Sizewell 
in Suffolk long before it 
generates any electricity. 

The owners of the power 
station, multinational 
EDF, could add chunks 
of the value of a partly 
built plant to what would 

be its regulated asset 
base in stages during the 
construction phase. 

They could then charge 
an agreed regulatory 
return on this value to 
British households through 
their energy bills.

Tory level up meant 
cuts for the poorest 
GOVERNMENT promises 
to level up funding in 
education have resulted 
in money being shifted 
away from schools in 
the most disadvantaged 
areas and invested in 
pupils in more prosperous 
areas of England.

A report by the National 
Audit Office (NAO) found 
average per-pupil funding 
in the most deprived fifth 
of schools fell in real  
terms by 1.2 percent 
between 2017-18 
and 2020-21. 

It increased by 2.9 
percent in the least 
deprived fifth.

 It follows the 
implementation of 
the government’s 

new national funding 
formula in 2018-19. 

It  introduced a 
minimum level of per pupil 
funding across England.

This triggered 
increased payments 
to schools in wealthier 
areas of the country 
while leaving schools in 
cities with high levels of 
deprivation worse off.

Benn gets 
peerage
TONY BENN, then the 
Labour MP for Bristol South 
East, had become the 2nd 
Viscount Stansgate on the 
death of his father. 

It led to his automatic 
expulsion from the House 
of Commons and a ban on 
entering the chamber.

Only after a personal 
campaign to overturn 
a 300-year-old rule 
was Benn allowed to 
renounce his title. 

But Stephen Benn, a 
lobbyist and the eldest of 
Benn’s four children, is the 
successful candidate in a 
contest to take a lifelong 
hereditary seat in the Lords. 

In so doing, the 3rd 
Viscount Stansgate will 
assume the right to claim 
hundreds of pounds in 
tax-free allowances for 
attending the chamber. 

He will also take his seat 
without any vote at all.

Some 92 hereditary 
peers sit. For Labour usually 
just three members vote 
on a list of candidates. 
They are billionaire 
Lord Grantchester, 
statistics professor 
Viscount Hanworth, and 
retired businessman 
Viscount Simon. 

But Stansgate is the 
only candidate so the three 
didn’t bother voting. 

Return of  
the mac 
SHORTLY BEFORE the 
last general election, John 
McDonnell reported that he 
had lost his Jack Wolfskin 
coat. McDonnell, then 
shadow chancellor, had left 
it on a sofa in the corridor 
behind the Speaker’s 
chair before going to make 
a speech. But when he 
returned, it had vanished.

The only people he 
could recall seeing before 
going into the chamber 
were Boris Johnson and 
Dominic Cummings. 

Now, more than 18 
months later, the mystery 
has been solved. 

Johnson’s team wrote 
to McDonnell saying, “We 
are having a little tidy-up 
of the PM’s Parliamentary 
Office and have a coat 
that belongs to you. 

“It has your freedom 
pass in the pocket.”

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The Royal 
National Lifeboat 
Institution has 
become a taxi 
service for illegal 
immigration’
Nigel Farage, former Ukip and 
Brexit Party leader

‘We are 
incredibly 
proud of the 
humanitarian 
work our 
volunteer 
lifeboat crews 
do to rescue 
vulnerable 
people in 
distress’
The RNLI

‘A catastrophic 
defeat for the 
West’
Sir Edward Leigh, senior 
Tory MP, on Britain leaving 
Afghanistan

‘When we get 
racist abuse after 
a football match 
at the end of a 
tournament, I 
expect it and it’s 
actually promoted 
by the prime 
minister’
Former England football player 
Gary Neville 
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lThe Information 
Commissioner’s Office 

has fined Leeds-based Brazier 
Consulting Services Ltd (BCS) 
£200,000 for making more than 
11,489,873 unlawful calls about 
payment protection insurance 
claims. The fine amounts to just 
over 1.7p for each call. There is 
no personal penalty on directors 
and no prosecution of them.

Sizwell C

Trevor Strain

PERSISTENT POLLUTERS Southern Water

Viscount Stansgate

Johnson stealing from schools



Bill is an assault on workers
THE PROPOSED Health and Care 
Bill which hands more power to 
the health secretary Sajid Javid is a 
major assault on health workers. 

Firstly the bill is a major threat to 
pay. Integrated care systems (ICSs) 
will be allowed to set their own 
pay rates and their tight budgets 
will make pay an easy 
target for them.

ICSs are likely to insist 
on greater employee 
flexibility with hospital 
staff being forced to 
work in the community 
and vice versa. 

This will threaten 
to undermine 
teamwork, and trade 
union organisation. 

There will also be a race to 
the bottom on skill mix. 

Nursing and other jobs will 
be advertised to people without 
the right qualifications.

GMB National Officer, Rachel 
Harrison said, “Ministers need 
to focus on protecting our NHS 

workers—who are 
exhausted—not on 
more restructures 
and reorganisation 
which will cause chaos 
and confusion at the 
worst possible time.

“They (the 
government) should 
support our campaign 
for a 15 percent pay 
rise for NHS staff.”

IN BRIEF 
Cancer patients 
misled by PHE
PUBLIC HEALTH England 
(PHE) has been accused 
of giving cancer patients 
misleading Covid-19 vaccine 
advice regarding the level of 
protection they will gain.

A statement from PHE 
claimed a double vaccination 
was “highly effective in clinical 
risk groups”.

Blood Cancer UK’s chief 
executive, Gemma Peters, 
said she was “deeply 
disturbed” by the statement. 

She said its “confident, 
definitive assertions” about 
the level of protection given 
to Britain’s 230,000 blood 
cancer patients could not 
yet be supported by the 
“wider body of evidence 
on vaccine efficacy in the 
immunocompromised”.

Doctors raise 
rollout concern
FOLLOWING the 
disproportionate effects of 
previous Covid-19 waves, 
senior doctors are raising 
calls for efforts to be doubled 
to vaccinate black and Asian 
people.

As the government forces 
a “return to normal” they 
rely on the vaccination roll 
out. But vaccination of black 
people is at least 20 percent 
lower than white groups.

NHS staff may 
ignore contact 
AS COVID-19 infections 
rise, the NHS faces a staff 
shortage.

So the government is 
discussing plans that would 
make NHS workers exempt 
from isolating if notified by 
the NHS Covid-19 app.

The requirement to isolate 
for fully vaccinated people is 
planned to end on 16 August.

The real way to solve a 
staffing crisis is to offer free 
training and make the roles 
more attractive by offering 
better pay and conditions.

Covid-19 sees 
hunger surge
THE ECONOMIC fallout from 
the pandemic and rising food 
prices have fuelled a sharp 
increase in the number of 
people going hungry, according 
to the United Nations.

The number globally who did 
not have access to adequate 
nutrition last year rose by 320 
million to 2.4 billion—nearly a 
third of the world’s population. 

The increase is equivalent 
to that of the previous five 
years combined.

New health bill opens the 
door to more privatisation
by  DR KAMBIZ BOOMLA

THE GOVERNMENT has intro-
duced a new Health and Care 
Bill into parliament as Covid-19 
cases soar. 

Rather than using the Covid-19 
pandemic as an opportunity to draw 
back from Hancock’s privatisations 
and dodgy procurements, Johnson 
has jumped in headfirst. 

He  overruled his new health sec-
retary Sajid Javid, who wanted to 
delay.  

The bill will concentrate many new 
powers into the hands of the health 
secretary. 

The government claims the bill’s 
main purpose is to introduce inte-
grated care. 

But behind the talk of bringing 
hospitals, GP practices and social 
care closer together lies a power grab 
by the government and an agenda of 
privatisation.

The bill breaks up the NHS into 
42 separate integrated care systems 
(ICSs). 

Each ICS will have its own tight 
budget which will force local cuts.

The damage from the pandemic 
means the NHS requires more money 
not less.  

The Bill is promoted as an end 
to privatisation, as compulsory ten-
dering for healthcare services is no 
longer always required. But this 
claim is a smokescreen. 

Boards
It allows private companies to take 
over large chunks of the ICSs, even 
sitting on their boards. These compa-
nies have never been allowed on NHS 
boards before.

Already about 200 firms—many 
from the US—are accredited to 
 provide support to ICSs. 

These include Operose who were 
recently allowed to take over dozens 
of GP surgeries and community 

services. There is also Optum which 
is owned by the largest US health 
insurance firm, UnitedHealth. 

The present NHS boss, Simon 
Stevens, used to work for a sister 
company UnitedHealthcare. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we saw contracts being handed out 
 without any scrutiny.  

Exempting the NHS from the 
Public Contract Regulations 2015 
will make this worse.

For patients, there will be fewer 
face to face consultations and far 
less chance of seeing the same health 

worker. More patients will be seen 
by staff who are guided by a com-
puter. Services will get cut as ICS’s 
are forced to stay within budget.

This being promoted as a move to 
“selfcare”.

The bill will allow for our health 
data to be sold off to big pharma and 
insurance companies, with no proper 
safeguards in place.

The power grab by the secretary 
of state will mean democratically 
elected councillors will be less able 
to object to service changes they see 
as a risk. 

Dangerous reconfigurations can 
now be forced through against local 
opposition by the government.

The truth is that the NHS needs 
integrated care. 

But to provide this requires home 
social care and care in nursing 
homes to become free as part of a 
publicly funded health and social 
care service. 

This bill pushes us into a health-
care system for profit, not people. 
Health workers and campaigners 
need to come together to stop this 
bill from becoming law.

Sajid Javid 

PROTEST IN London demands the NHS remains safe from privatisation  Picture: it’s No Game/Flickr
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Tories will 
give Covid 
virus the 
freedom to 
mutate
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE TORIES confirmed on 
Monday that they wil l  l i ft 
 Covid-19 restrictions next week 
even though scientists are warn-
ing of the huge risks.

The tone of exuberant libera-
tion had to be toned down because 
the evidence of danger is so obvi-
ous. But the fundamental policy is 
unchanged.

And there is an added element of 
ramping up the blaming of ordinary 
people for whatever disasters come 
now. If you fall ill it’s because you 
made the wrong “personal choice”.

The government can’t admit it, 
but its policy is one of achieving 
herd immunity. The virus will be let 
rip during the summer in the hope 
that by winter enough people will 
be protected by vaccination or by 
having been infected.

Criminal
It’s playing with lives. Isabella 
Eckerle, professor of virology at 
Geneva university, calls the Tories’ 
plans “criminal frankly.” 

Ravi Gupta, professor of clinical 
microbiology at Cambridge univer-
sity, said, “There will be unnecessary 
deaths as a direct result.”

England is the first country in the 
world to lift restrictions in the face of 
exponentially rising  Covid-19 cases.

Imperial College London’s React 
study reported last week that 
between the periods 20 May-7 June 
and 24 June-5 July, the number of 
new infections quadrupled.

It says, “Cases are continuing to 
rise rapidly, recently doubling every 
six days”.

There are at least four severe dan-
gers of the Tory plan. One is that 
rising cases will lead to levels of 
hospitalisation and deaths that far 
exceed the present levels.

Vaccines minister Nadhim Zahawi 
admitted on Sunday that by the end 
of August,  hospitalisations could 
reach the level they were at in April 
2020. 

April 2020 was the moment of a 
huge upsurge of the virus.

S e c o n d l y , 

the upsurge of Covid-19 cases 
will mean other health issues are 
ignored. 

Health secretary Savid Javid 
wrote on Sunday that the number 
of patients on hospital waiting lists 
could soar to 13 million over the 
coming months. The number pres-
ently is 5.3 million—itself a record.

Shield
And millions of vulnerable people 
will be forced to shield without any 
proper economic support.

Thirdly, large numbers of people 
could be hit by “long Covid”, even if 
they do not have to hospitalise.

Finally, and most terrifying, the 
Tories are creating a perfect envi-
ronment for the emergence of new 
and deadlier virus strains. Some of 
these could escape control by the 
present vaccines. 

Zubaida Haque, a member of the 
independent Sage scientists groups, 
rightly said, “When the prime min-
ister says we’re living with Covid, 
what he really means is that some 
people will be living with Covid, and 
others won’t.”

BACK STORY
The Tories are about to launch 
a huge gamble over lockdown 
restrictions—and they are 
using our lives as their stake
l Health secretary Sajid Javid 
said recently, “We are going 
to have to learn to accept the 
existence of Covid and find ways 
to cope with it—just as we already 
do with flu.”
lThousands of people in Britain 
will be put in grave danger of 
hospitalisation. People will die 
entirely preventable deaths

THE LARGE crowds at Wembley will help to spread the virus 

Euro crowds will mean new cases 
in tens of thousands of people
THE EURO football tournament 
is likely to cause a devastating 
spike in coronavirus cases.

Wembley stadium held more 
than 60,000 fans during the 
finals on Sunday. 

There seemed to be no 
restrictions on mask wearing at 
the venue or social distancing. 

UN health agency Covid 
technical lead, Maria Van 
Kerkhove, tweeted during the 
final, “Am I supposed to be 
enjoying watching transmission 
happening in front of my eyes?”

“The #COVID19 pandemic is 
not taking a break tonight.  

“#SARSCoV2 #DeltaVariant 
will take advantage of 
unvaccinated people, in crowded 
settings, unmasked, screaming/
shouting/singing. Devastating.”

Fans had been urged to get 
at least one vaccine before 
attending the match. 

The Tories also agreed that 
Italian fans who had purchased 
a ticket for the Euro final would 
be able to travel to Britain, and 
would not need to self-isolate 
before. And it wasn’t just the 

fans who have the potential to 
spread the virus. 

There was panic after three TV 
crew members from the Italian 
broadcaster, Rai, tested positive 
for the virus in London while 
preparing to cover the final. 

Boris Johnson has defended 
the decision to allow tens of 
thousands of fans to watch 
the match, saying that the 
vaccine has created “a wall of 
immunity”. 

Ripping
But with the Delta variant 
ripping through even those who 
are fully vaccinated, infection 
rates are still rising at an 
alarming level. 

And the Tories extended pub 
opening hours on Sunday for the 
final. 

Large crowds that had 
gathered on the streets to watch 
the game, also had the potential 
to become super spreader 
events.

There are worries that the 
tournament will mean that 
places in Britain that have 

previously seen low infection 
rates, will see them soar. 

For example, in places such 
as Plymouth cases rose to the 
highest they have ever been last 
weekend.  

Leading modeller professor 
Karl Friston estimates that 
70,000 people will have 
contracted Covid-19 as a result 
of events surrounding the 
England v Denmark semi-final.

He predicts they will go on 
to infect nearly 500,000 people 
within a month. 

The health effect of the 
gatherings for the final will very 
likely be even more devastating. 

Cases of the virus are 
continuing to rise at an alarming 
level even before the Tories 
“freedom day” on 19 July fuelled 
in part by the Euros. 

The relaxing of the rules looks 
to be leading to a potential third 
wave of the virus. 

Vaccine nationalism is 
an ‘indefensible’ threat
THE mishandling 
of the Covid-19 
pandemic has taken 
over 4 million lives 
since the outbreak 
began 18 months 
ago.

“The world is 
at a perilous point 
in this pandemic,” 
said World Health 
Organisation chief 
Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. 

He added that 
the figure “likely 
underestimates the 
overall toll”.

“Some 
countries with 
high vaccination 
coverage are now 
planning to roll out 
booster shots in 
the coming months 
and are dropping 
public health social 
measures and 
relaxing as though 
the pandemic is 

already over,” 
Ghebreyesus added.

Unequal global 
vaccine distribution 
means poorer 
countries suffer 
huge virus spikes as 
their health services 
reach capacity and 
suffer medical supply 
shortages.

This will increase 
the chance of 
virus mutations 
developing which 
may be resistant to 
the current vaccines.

“Vaccine 
nationalism, where 
a handful of nations 
have taken the lion’s 
share, is morally 
indefensible,” said 
Ghebreyesus.

He said that virus 
variants are currently 
exceeding vaccines 
due to the unequal 
distribution of 
available doses.

Governments see 
vaccines as the key to 
“business as usual,” 
but also hoard them 
in competition with 
each other. 

By restricting 
the number of 
vaccines other 
competing nations 
get, they hope to give 
themselves a head 
start in the race for 
profit.

The patent on 
vaccines needs 
to be waived and 
distribution should 
be free and equal.

Slow rollout threatens a 
third wave across Europe
COVID infections 
rose 10 percent last 
week across Europe 
due to the fast easing 
of restrictions, mass 
gatherings and new 
variants of the virus.

The UN health 
agency’s European 
director Hans Kluge 

said that the vaccine 
rollout is not fast 
enough to deal with 
the recent spike and 
potential third wave. 

Some 63 percent 
of European residents 
have not received 
their first dose of the 
vaccine. 

Kluge added 
that 40 percent of 
healthcare workers 
are unprotected. “That 
is unacceptable, and 
that is far from the 
recommended 80 
percent coverage of 
the adult population,” 
he said

Bed, staff and jab shortages 
fuel crisis in South Africa
THE COVID-19 death 
toll is surging in South 
Africa. Some 300 daily 
deaths have been 
reported over the past 
week.

South African 
doctors say the health 
system is at breaking 
point. A lack of staff 
and beds, as well as 
limited supplies of 
oxygen, have become 
the norm. 

Often beds are only 
freed as a patient dies. 
There have been over 
2.1 million confirmed 
cases in South Africa, 
and over 63,000 
deaths officially. 

The real figure is 
much higher. 

Africa has the 
lowest vaccination rate 
of all the continents. 

Just four doses have 

been administered per 
100 people compared 
to 99 in North 
America and 71 in 
Europe. Many African 
countries rely on the 
Covax vaccine sharing 
arrangement. 

But the programme 
falls short, only 

supplying enough 
vaccines to vaccinate 
20 percent of Africa’s 
population.

At this rate, many 
more people will 
suffer and die whilst 
they wait to receive a 
vaccine, which could 
be in 2023.
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Sajid Javid admits hospitalisations could soar

More online
NHS under pressure from rising 
virus cases bit.ly/NHS0721

Four out of 100 people in Africa have had a vaccine
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SMASH TORY RACISTS—
AND THEIR NATIONALISM 

>>continued from page 1
asylum seekers and their 
supporters.

The real Tory attitude was 
revealed in a message from Tory 
MP Natalie Elphicke. 

She said Marcus Rashford 
should have concentrated on 
football rather than “playing 
politics” in a reference to his 
campaign for free school meals.

Meanwhile, pausing briefly from 
its attacks on migrants, refugees 
and the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement, The Sun newspaper 
made its own play. 

Its front page on Tuesday had 
England players Rashford, Bukayo 
Saka and Jadon Sancho on it. 
The headline read, “We’ve got 
your back.” The Daily Mail took a 
similar line.

Media
But it’s not just the Tories and 
their media allies who are 
hypocrites. 

Labour leader Keir Starmer was 
at it too. He said that he thought 
it was “appalling” when Johnson 
didn’t support players when they 
took the knee.

Yet this is the same Labour 
leader that described BLM as 
a “moment, not a movement” 

And he’s the man who wouldn’t 
confront a caller to his radio show 
who said, “The racial inequality is 
now against the indigenous people 
of Britain because we are set to 
become a minority by 2066.” 

Millions of people will have 
been outraged and disgusted by 
the racism against the footballers. 

And many of them will instantly 
see through what the Tories are 
trying to do.

Anti-racism has to mean real 
action against the core of Tory 
policy, not just the disgusting 
comments this week.

Now there has to be a mass 
push to defend the rights of 
refugees and migrants.  We need 
a storm of protest and action 

against the Nationality and 
Borders Bill.

The grim daily reality of 
Islamophobia and employers’ 
racism has to be confronted.

And that means taking on the 
British state. 

There has been a determined 
effort over the last month to 
rekindle the idea that there is 
something progressive about 
English-ness. 

It has come from the right but 
also from far too many on the left. 
It’s a profound mistake.

Ratchet
The state that rules over us, and is 
seeking to ratchet up its powers, is 
against working class people and is 
racist to its centre.

It is the state that allows cops 
to murder black people with, 
usually, no comeback at all. 

It is the state whose border 
regime pushes desperate asylum 
seekers into dinghies, with the 
inevitable deaths that follow.

Strengthening that state’s 
ideology or pretending that there 
is such a thing as “national unity” is 
doing our rulers’ job for them.

It’s time to smash racism.  That 
means a battle against the Tories 
and the state.

THE US CAN’T HELP HAITI
 THE ASSASSINATION last 

week of Haitian president 
Jovenel Moise has led to calls 

for US troops to be deployed to 
the nation. 

It would be a terrible response.
US intervention has never helped 
Haiti’s people.

In 1915 Vilbrun Guillaume Sam 
became the fifth president of Haiti 
in five years. 

His short reign was a 
dictatorship of brutality.

Haitians rose and killed Sam 
shortly after he executed 167 

political prisoners. The US used 
the assassination as an excuse to 
occupy Haiti for 20 years. 

It then “secured” Haiti with 
dictatorships that repressed 
resistance.

The military supported the 
brutal dictatorship of Francois 
Duvalier’s in 1957. 

US marines invaded in 1959 to 
prop him up—and he ruled until 
his death in 1971.

And in 1991, a US-backed coup 
overthrew Jean-Bertrand Astride, 
who had been elected on left wing, 

anti-imperialist promises. 
The US only restored him after 

he agreed to its demands—then 
backed another coup against him 
in 2004.

In 2010 the US used a 
devastating earthquake as an 
excuse to deploy 17,000 soldiers. 

The mission was responsible for 
an outbreak of cholera that killed 
10,000 people.

Haiti has been smashed by 
decades of imperialism.

More of the same spells 
disaster.

Pretending there 
is such a thing as 
‘national unity’ is 
doing our rulers’ 
job for them

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Virus has potential 
for boom—and bust
ARE WE heading, as some commentators claim, for another 
“Roaring Twenties”, like the economic boom that followed the 
terrible flu pandemic of 1918-19?

I hope not, since that boom led straight to the Wall Street 
crash of October 1929 and the Great Depression of the 
1930s. 

Economies have started to grow as restrictions are 
relaxed. Moreover, financial markets are still high on the 
over £7 trillion worth of cheap money that central banks 
have pumped into them. 

But the prospects for the world economy are much 
dimmer. The Economist magazine, typically a booster 
for global capitalism, carried a sober warning this week. 
“Today’s booming economy is also a source of anxiety, 
because three fault lines lie beneath the surface,” it said.

“The primary fault line divides the jabs from the jab-nots.” 
This is a rather silly way of admitting that the pandemic still 
has a long way to run, despite the successful development of 
vaccines against Covid-19. 

We simply cannot “live with the virus”, as health secretary 
Sajid Javid irresponsibly suggests. According to The 
Economist, “just one in four individuals all over the world 
has had a primary dose of vaccine and just one in eight is 
totally protected.”

This isn’t just because of the global north-south divide, 
though of course this is very important. Just 2.4 percent 
of the population of sub-Saharan Africa over 12 has been 
vaccinated. 

But also some rich societies—for example, Japan, South 
Korea, and Australia—after relatively effective early 
responses to the virus, have been slow to vaccinate and are 
now locking down again as the Delta variant rapidly spreads.

Indeed, Mary Daly, the president of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco and a senior member of the US 
central bank, told the Financial Times, “I think one of the 
biggest risks to our global growth going forward is that we 
prematurely declare victory on Covid.  We are not through 
the pandemic, we are getting through the pandemic.” 

According to The Economist, “The second fault line runs 
between supply and demand.” This is partly a matter of the 
disruption to global supply chains. 

The cost of transporting goods from the great Chinese 
manufacturing hubs to the West Coast of the US has risen 
fourfold. The global car industry is suffering from serious 
shortages of computer chips.

Disrupted
But labour markets have also been seriously disrupted. 
Globally workers in the leisure and hospitality sector have 
been voting with their feet and refusing to return to low-paid 
insecure jobs with lousy working conditions. 

In the US 12 percent fewer people are working in this 
sector than before the pandemic. 

They may be moving to sectors that have grown during the 
pandemic such as logistics. This may be a harbinger of future 
labour struggles as logistics workers discover their power. 

Predictions that labour scarcities will push up earnings 
fast are one factor in Tory chancellor Rishi Sunak’s threats 
to break the pensions triple lock. That’s because increases in 
the state pension are tied to the rate at which earnings rise.

Finally, The Economist says, “the ultimate fault line is over 
the withdrawal of stimulus.” The faster the recovery, the 
greater the pressure from some capitalists on governments 
and central banks to turn off the money tap. 

Governments cutting back the support they have been 
giving firms, jobs, and incomes would hit the recovery. So 
would central banks raising interest rates in response to 
the widespread fears in financial markets that the rate of 
inflation is beginning to increase sharply. 

Higher interest rates could push into bankruptcy the 
so-called “zombie firms” that have been struggling to 
survive. 

Their numbers have grown as more firms have loaded up 
with debt. 

Economies in the south whose governments can’t borrow 
and spend the way the US or Britain can are already making 
borrowing more expensive. 

“The mixture of jabbing too late and tightening too 
quickly may be painful,” warns The Economist.

Sharon Graham offers more 
to Unite union than the others
Pat Carmody responds to Andy Bain over claims that Unite union 
members should vote for Steve Turner simply to keep the right 
out. Socialist Worker backs Graham for Unite general secretary. 
A N DY BA I N ’S  l e t t e r 
about the Unite union 
general secretary ballot 
(see below) claims that 
“Sharon Graham will not 
win this forthcoming elec-
tion” and urges us to vote 
for Steve Turner.

He argues “Unite has just 
safeguarded 1,000 jobs at 
Vauxhall, Ellesmere Port and 
its members across the coun-
try are taking on employers 
who try to force “fire and 
rehire” upon them.”  

But he forgets to men-
tion that the Vauxhall 
Motors branch and the shop 
 stewards committee are fully 
behind Graham as reported 
in Socialist Worker last 
month.

So are reps from the 
Thurrock refuse  workers’ 
strike. 

A n d  s o  a r e  t h e 
Construction rank and file 
committee that have led mil-
itant fights against deskilling 
over a number of years.

None of these groups take 
on a campaign lightly. They 
think Graham can win. And 
they are right.  

There is no fixed left vote. 
The turnout for the 2017 
election was just over 12 
percent, a fall from 16 per-
cent in the previous election 
in 2013. 

Left trade union activ-
ists should be fighting to get 
members to vote and to get 
involved. I am.  

All Turner offers to Unite 
activists and members to 

 persuade them to vote is a 
servicing model that is to the 
right of Len McCluskey— 
and fear. 

The fear being that Gerard 
Coyne will get elected and as 
Bain puts it “workers across 
the country will suffer a 
massive hit to their working 
terms and conditions”.

Actually workers are 
already being hit by the pre-
sent leadership. 

We need much more 
energetic resistance than 
 anything Coyne will offer.

Graham can help to give 

that a push.  Of course Coyne 
is a nasty right-wing piece 
of work—and we must do 
all we can to maximise the 
vote—because a low turnout 
will favour him.  

But fear and pessimism 
have never been great moti-
vators for the left in union 
elections.  

And if Turner’s campaign 
is frightened then maybe he 
should have been the one to 
stand down and unite behind 
Graham.  

 Graham’s  campaign 
reflects a thirst for change 

in Unite, a mood for getting 
organised and fighting back 
and the left should embrace 
it. 

I f  Graham were not 
 standing then the mood for a 
different sort of union could 
be pulled behind Coyne.

Graham needs to take 
political questions more 
seriously. 

But she is by far the best 
candidate in this election.
Pat Carmody delegate Unite 
Services National Industrial 
Sector Committee 
(personal capacity)

UNION REPS from the Thurrock refuse workers strike back Graham  Picture:Guy Smallman

Vote Turner to keep Coyne out?
UNITE HAS just 
safeguarded 1,000 jobs 
at Vauxhall, Ellesmere 
Port. Its members across 
the country are taking 
on employers who try to 
force “fire and rehire” 
upon them.

It is not a coincidence 
that the state machine 
which eventually 
removed Corbyn is taking 
its next step.

That’s for Gerard 
Coyne to win the Unite 
General Secretary 
election.

The coordinated 
intervention has started 
with The Sun newspaper, 
and followed as planned 

by most of the other 
media and the state. 

The Labour right 
has pulled Coyne’s 
nomination over the 
threshold despite the 
predictions of many on 
the left. 

He’s been supported  
by big companies 
employing Unite 
members and, of course, 
by the Tories.

Unite members and 
workers across the 
country will suffer a 
massive hit to their 
working terms and 
conditions if Coyne  
wins.

Assisted by the state, 
big business will be 

looking to shift the  
balance of workplace 
power even more against 
the working class.

Elections are a one-day 
decision and then the 
struggle goes on.

Sharon Graham will 
not win this forthcoming 
election, especially now 
that Howard Beckett is 
supporting Steve  
Turner. 

It’s either Turner or 
Coyne—so why let Coyne 
in by voting for Graham?

Vote for Turner and 
fight “fire and rehire” for 
starters.
Andy Bain, trade union 
organiser, Communist 
Party of Britain
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Travellers 
hold protest 
against Tory 
policing bill
by NICK CLARK

GYPSY, ROMA and Traveller 
campaigners launched a sum-
mer of  d iscontent  with  a 
rally outside parliament on 
Wednesday.

Some 400 people joined the rally, 
organised by the Drive 2 Survive 
campaign. 

They came to oppose the police 
and crime bill, voted through the 
House of Commons last week, 
which criminalises nomadic ways 
of life.

Danny, an Irish Traveller, told 
Socialist Worker he had joined 
the protest because the bill would 
mean, “our livelihood, our rights 
taken away.”

“We’ve got to get rid of this bill,” 
he said.

Willow, a Roma person, told 
Socialist Worker, “Councils won’t 
provide us with anywhere to  
stop. 

“They’ve got the money for it, 
but they don’t do it. If we buy land 
for ourselves, they kick up such a 
fuss and don’t let us build on it ~ 
anyway.

“What are we supposed to do? 
It’s been our culture for hundreds 
of years. Why should we stop?”

Speakers at the rally slammed the 
planned laws as racist. 

Many described how  governments 
had persecuted Gypsies and 
Travellers for hundreds of years. 

Record
Marian Mahoney, from London 
Gypsies and Travellers, told the 
rally, “We’re an ethnic minority, 
we’re not criminals. I don’t have 
a criminal record, I don’t want a 
criminal record, and neither do our 
children.”

Billy Welch, who runs the 
Appleby Horse Fair, said the perse-
cution of Roma by the Nazis began 
with laws that criminalised them 
for travelling. “The beginning of the 
ethnic cleansing began with a law 
like this,” he said. 

“We’re living in a society of casu-
alised racism and it’s getting more 
powerful.”

Other speakers pointed to  
anti-Roma racism across the  
world. 

They held a minute’s silence for 
Stanislav Tomáš, who Czech police 
killed earlier this year. They also 

marched behind a horse and cart to 
the European Commission offices, 
demanding justice.

Steve Kennedy, a traveller 
and lawyer, celebrated the unity 
between different travelling groups 
in the campaign. They included 
Roma, Irish Travellers, New 
Travellers, boat dwellers and trav-
elling show people.

Battle
Campaigners also linked their fight 
with the bigger battle to stop the 
bill—which criminalises  protest—
and fights against other forms of 
racism.

Marvina Newton from Kill the 
Bill and United for Black Lives said, 
“This is not oppression Olympics. 
They come for one, they come for 
all.”

She added that resistance to the 
bill would continue even if passed 
in parliament. “Even if they pass 
this bill, let’s see them try to govern 
it,” she said.

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
To Racism, said, “There’s only one 
way to keep your rights and that is 
to fight for them.”

Jake Bowers, an organiser of 
Drive 2 Survive, said, “The power 
lies with the people, not with that 
sorry lot in parliament.

He finished with a message for 
Tory home secretary Priti Patel, 
“If you come for us, if you come 
for our homes, if you come for our  
culture—we will come for you.” 

BACK STORY
The Tories’ new bill would give 
the police more powers to  
fine Gypsy and Roma Travellers 
up to £2,500 and even 
imprison them because of a 
lack of legal stopping  
places.
lThe Drive 2 Survive campaign is 
set to continue, with a stage and 
PA system at the Appleby Horse 
Fair in August, to build more 
support.
lIt then plans a protest  
outside the Tory party 
conference in Manchester in 
October.

TRAVELLING PEOPLE gathered in Parliament Square last week Picture: Guy Smallman 

Everard’s killer pleads guilty—questions remain
THE COP who killed Sarah 
Everard pleaded guilty to her 
murder last week. 

But the plea leaves 
unanswered questions about 
how PC Wayne Couzens—known 
to have committed sex offences 
previously—was allowed to 
remain an armed police officer.

Couzens already pleaded 
guilty to kidnapping and raping 
Everard before also admitting 
her murder. It means he could 
die in jail if given a full life 
sentence next month.

Senior police at the very top 
of the Met will hope to use his 
sentencing to draw a line under 
the scandal. 

Anger
The case sparked an explosion 
of anger and protests over 
institutional sexism in the police 
and violence against women.

Met police commissioner 
Cressida Dick said she felt 
“sickened, angered and 
devastated” by Couzens. She 
added that “everyone in policing 
feels betrayed.”

Yet no one has explained why 
Couzens—reportedly nicknamed 
“the rapist” by other cops, and 
previously accused of indecent 
exposure—remained in the 
force.

Newspaper reports say 
Couzens was given the nickname 
while an armed officer with the 

Civil Nuclear Constabulary in 
2011 because he made women 
feel uncomfortable.

The police may also have had 
enough information to identify 
Couzens as the perpetrator of an 
indecent exposure in 2015. 

Kent police received a report 
in June 2015 that a man had 
been seen driving naked from 
the waist down. It is thought 
there may have been enough 
information in the Kent police 
system to identify the man as 
Couzens at the time.

Yet police only made the link 
and referred the allegations to 
their pet watchdog the IOPC 
in May 2021, two months after 
Couzens murdered Everard.

And Couzens passed a vetting 

procedure when he joined the 
Metropolitan police force in 
2018. He became an armed 
officer in the parliamentary and 
diplomatic protection group.

He is also accused of two 
incidents of indecent exposure 
at a McDonald’s in south 
London three days before killing 
Everard. He was still a serving 
officer on the day he killed 
Everard.

That day he finished work at 
7am then collected a rental car 
he had hired three days earlier. 

He drove around south 
London in the car before 
spotting Everard walking home 
after visiting a friend’s home at 
about 9.30pm.

Twelve other police officers 
are also under investigation over 
matters relating to Everard and 
Couzens. 

Misconduct
They are all accused of either 
misconduct or gross misconduct.

One Met police officer 
allegedly shared an inappropriate 
image relating to the killing with 
other officers over social media, 
before working at the scene of 
the search for Everard.

The questions mean Couzens’ 
sentencing next month can’t be 
seen as the end of the pressure 
on the Met—or of the rage at 
institutional sexism in the  
police and in society.

Flowers on Clapham Common after 
Everard’s death

More on line
For more on resistance to racism  
go to socialistworker.co.uk
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Back the 
protests in 
Cuba, but 
beware US
imperialism 
Mass protests in Cuba are prompted 
by real grievances. Sophie Squire 
looks at the revolt but warns of the 
forces that will try to use them
THOUSANDS OF people have 
protested in Cuba to show their 
anger at economic instability, 
high food and fuel prices and 
rising Covid-19 cases. 

The protests began in San Antonio 
de Los Banos in the west of the 
island. Word of the mobilisations 
spread across the country leading to 
angry protests in the capital, Havana.

Those taking part in the  protests 
tore up cobblestones to throw at 
police officers and clashed with 
 pro-government activists. 

One protester said, “I’m here 
because of hunger, because there’s no 
medicine, because of power cuts— 
because there’s a lack of everything.” 

“We are going through really dif-
ficult times,” said dance teacher 
Miranda Lazara, “We need a change 
of system.”

Genuine
The US and its allies will certainly try 
to gain from such genuine feeling. 
That’s true wherever there are popu-
lar revolts in countries that the US 
opposes such as in Iran or Chinese-
ruled Hong Kong.

Such imperialist meddling has to 
be firmly opposed.

But that doesn’t mean lining up 
behind the Cuban government when 
it attacks workers and the poor.

The police responded to the 
 protesters with tear gas and batons 
and made many arrests. A number 
of prominent members of the Cuban 
left were among those arrested. 

They included Frank Garcia 
Hernandez, who spoke at socialist 
meetings in Britain in 2019. Also 
seized was Maykel Gonzalez Vivero, 
director of Tremenda Nota, an impor-
tant online magazine in defence of 
LGTB+ rights.

President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
said on Sunday, “We will not allow 
anyone to manipulate our situation. 

“The order for combat has been 

given, revolutionaries to the streets.” 
Driving the protests is an economic 

crisis that has left shop shelves bare 
of food and people having to queue 
in order to receive essential goods. 

Cuba’s currency has been  steadily 
falling in value while inflation has 
been rising. This, coupled with a 
decline in tourism, has meant Cuba’s 
economy is struggling.

To try and avoid economic crisis 
the government decided to open up 
more of its economy to private busi-
nesses. But this hasn’t stopped the 
country’s economy from diving. 

The US has imposed a blockade 
on Cuba for decades. Sanctions were 
tightened by former US president 
Donald Trump, and this contributes 
to the crisis. 

And while current president Joe 
Biden made promises to stabilise the 
relationship between Cuba and the 
US, these sanctions remain in place. 

A number of those surrounding 
Biden have been quick to defend the 
protesters. Despite supportive words 
the White House isn’t interested in 
the rights of the Cuban people. 

Instead the Biden crew is more 
interested in delegitimising the 
Cuban government and extending 
its own control. 
Appeal for the release of jailed Cuban 
left activists. Go to bit.ly/Cuba0721

BACK STORY
The Cuban Revolution of 
1958-9 ejected the US-backed 
president Fulgencia Batista
lThe new government grew 
increasingly close to Stalinist 
Russia and constructed a 
centralised state capitalist 
economy
lRecent opening up of the 
economy  has allowed more 
private firms to develop—and led 
to class struggle in new forms

South Africa needs far more change 
than just putting Jacob Zuma in jail 
FORMER SOUTH African 
president Jacob Zuma is in jail.

Judges jailed him for 15 
months last week for his failure 
to show up to an inquiry into 
“state capture”—corrupt 
dealings between business and 
the government.

He used legal manoeuvres 
to postpone his arrest. But he 
eventually handed himself in.

Zuma had numerous links 
with the superrich Gupta family. 
A string of witnesses said the 
Guptas, who have now fled 
South Africa, had influence over 
lucrative state contracts and 
appointments.

The corruption led to business 
and political rivals shot down 
in a furious scramble for wealth 
and power.

In a separate legal matter, 
Zuma pleaded not guilty last 
month in a corruption trial 
involving a £3 billion arms deal 
from the 1990s.

He was acquitted of raping a 
family friend in 2006.

Some protests have broken 
out against the jailing but also 
raising real issues of poverty and 
government failures. But Zuma 
should not be the focus of any 
push for change. 

He has denounced his jailing 
as a similar move to the days 
of the racist apartheid system.
Ronnie Kasrils, former freedom 

fighter and African National 
Congress (ANC) cabinet 
minister, says the comparison 
is outrageous. He told Socialist 
Worker, “There is nothing 
his case has in common with 
apartheid-era punishment.

“It’s utter nonsense. The 
jailing is a victory for democracy. 
His arch supporters are as 
fraudulent as he is.”

Zuma was elected president 
in 2009 having cultivated a 
“people’s leader” image. This was 
in contrast to his predecessor 
Thabo Mbeki, who danced to the 
tune of big business and denied 
the ravages of Aids.

But Zuma kept to the same 
pro-corporate road—and 
expected a fat payoff in return.

His caring image was 
soon punctured by multiple 

corruption claims and the 
reality that most black South 
Africans still faced low wages or 
unemployment—and poverty.

Zuma was forced to resign as 
president in 2018. His journey 
from liberation hero to prison 
reflects much wider processes 
and the weakness of the ANC’s 
politics.

The end of apartheid in 1994 
was a huge victory. But economic 
power remained firmly in the 
hands of multinationals, white 
bosses and a thin layer of very 
rich black people.

Some leading ANC members, 
such as present president Cyril 
Ramaphosa, made fortunes 
in private business. Others, 
excluded from the highest ranks 
of the corporations, used the 
state to fund their luxury lives.

Irvin Jim, the general 
secretary of the Numsa 
metalworkers’ union, has rightly 
pointed out that some of Zuma’s 
critics are themselves guilty.

He denounced “right wing 
holy of holies who sleep with 
white monopoly capital and 
are taken care of by sitting on 
boards of companies”.

Ronnie said, “How I bemoan 
the opportunities we lost back 
in the early 1990s to create a 
credible political and economic 
system.” 
Charlie Kimber

PROTESTERS ON the streets of Havana in Cuba last weekend

Jacob Zuma
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Young people are turning 
left, and towards socialism
NEW RESEARCH from the right 
wing Institute of Economic Affairs 
shows 67 percent of young people 
are rejecting capitalism in favour 
of socialism. 

This will come as no shock to 
those of us who grew up in an 
epoch of climate crisis, growing 
inequality and austerity.

Our earliest memories are 
playground talks about recession, 
images of the Iraq War and an 
education system that told us it 
was “our” responsibility to solve 
climate change.

Many young people recognise 
their entire future is threatened by 
capitalism which gives them no 
power but still lays blame on them 
for its problems.

Movements such as the school 

strikes for climate, Extinction 
Rebellion, Black Lives Matter, free 
Palestine and kill the bill have been 
led by a layer of young people. 

They refuse to give up their 
future to a system that puts profit 
before people.

The report polled people aged 
16-34. It also shows that socialist 
politics aren’t just a passing phase, 
outlining that young people are 
more likely to “grow into” 
socialism rather than out of it.

The explanation for this is 
simple, the system is rigged 
against working people of all ages. 

There has been a shift in 
attitude and many people now see 
capitalism as the problem—they 
no longer accept it as the only 
option. The report states that 

capitalists must make a “positive 
case” for capitalism. There is no 
positive case for economic 
inequality, climate catastrophe and 
destruction of infrastructure.

Young people are right to fight 
for change. As we come out of 
lockdown, young people are feeling 
the pressures of the pandemic. 

They have had little support 
throughout and are being thrown 
into a world in which housing is 
unaffordable and good jobs are 
scarce.

Revolutionaries have been 
central to the fightback and people 
have found an alternative in 
socialism. A system that puts 
people before profit.

Liam Tuckwood
Newcastle

Wildfires expose a broken system  
PRESIDENT NICOS 
Anastasiadis described the 
recent fires that started in 
Arakapa, Cyprus, as, “The 
biggest disaster since 
1974.” 

The fires destroyed 21 
square miles, affecting 
eight villages. Four young 
migrant farm workers were 
burned alive. 

It’s a huge ecological 
disaster. But this is not “the 
biggest disaster since 
1974”. The greatest disaster 
is Anastasiadis’ eight-year 
rule, which left Cyprus 
unprotected from the fires. 

Wildfires are common in 
Cyprus. A fire in 2016 
caused two firefighters to 

go missing whilst on duty. 
Afterwards, Anastasiadis 

made promises to buy fire 
fighting planes and other 
equipment. But he did 
nothing, there was no extra 
investment in the fire 
service or the forestry 
department either.

Just a few weeks ago, the 

government announced 
£126 million extra for the 
National Guard. 

That’s equivalent to the 
cost of four firefighting 
planes. Wind may have 
contributed to the fast 
spread of the fires but the 
improperly funded fire 
department couldn’t 
respond effectively. 

Anastasiadis called on 
citizens to be vigilant “for 
those who unknowingly, 
intentionally or negligently 
cause fires”. This is 
unacceptable from a 
government that bears the 
greatest responsibility.

Demetrios Hadjidemetriou
North London
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Why money 
for nukes?
IT’S UNBELIEVABLE 
that NHS staff have to 
beg for money but the 
government can fork 
out to increase our 
nuclear missile capacity 
by 40 percent. 

Who voted for these 
Tory clowns?

Robin
On Twitter

Leaders of 
capitalism
IT’S A terrible shame, 
but China is both 
authoritarian and 
capitalist. “Socialism 
with Chinese 
characteristics” is 
capitalism.

I admire how the 
Chinese Communist 
Party has lifted so many 
people out of poverty. 
However, the use of 
brutal force in Hong 
Kong must be opposed 
by all. 

People demanding 
independence and 
democracy are not 
reactionary. Abolish 
capitalism, work in the 
people’s true will and 
then socialism can be 
achieved.

James Jeagar
On Twitter

High rates 
are brewing
THERE’S BEEN another 
increase in the number 
of people infected with 
Covid-19. At this rate, 
by the English school 
holidays we are going to 
be at the same levels we 
saw in January.

Linda Glanville
On Twitter

Up the flag 
waving fans
SOCIALIST WORKER is 
easily the best paper 
on the left. Well written 
pieces on a wide range 
of topics and usually 
subtle historical 
materialist analysis by 
great journalists. But 
the article “Flagging 
up a problem” is awful 
abstract criticism 
without taking account 
of the political and 
historical context.

Padraig OFinn
On Facebook

Nobel prize
I THINK if anyone 
deserves the Nobel 
Peace Prize it is 
Margaret Aspinall and 
the Hillsborough justice 
campaigners.

Danny Thomas
Leigh

Just a 
thought...Houston, 

we have a 
problem
THE RICH exploring space 
and expanding capitalism 
among the stars is a 
popular trope in sci-fi 
movies and comic books. 
But it’s increasingly 
becoming a goal for them.

Capitalism faces a climate 
crisis and a crisis of 
profitability. By going to 
space bosses hope to start a 
new industrial revolution—
and escape the climate 
chaos they’ve caused.

They’re not content with 
destroying just one planet. 

The likes of Elon Musk 
and Jeff Bezos want to 
establish space colonies 
where the rich can live in 
luxury whilst ordinary 
people are forced to work 
off the price of their tickets. 

Their exploration would 
involve vast mining 
operations—and we all 
know how well that’s turned 
out on Earth. 

Rather than plan a 
different kind of society, the 
capitalists just want to 
repeat the same mistakes, 
only this time on an 
interplanetary scale.

“Space capitalism” offers 
no real solution to our 
problems. We have to 
provide the solution 
ourselves through workers’ 
control. 

We should explore space, 
do experiments, and 
discover more about the 
universe.

But for this we need a 
society where workers run 
things, not profit-hungry 
capitalists. 

Only then can we have 
space programmes built 
around exploration, not 
competition. We have 
worlds to win.

Con Cooley
York

Face masks on public 
transport must remain  
THROUGHOUT the 
pandemic bosses on the 
London Underground 
have hidden behind 
government advice, no 
matter how inadequate 
that advice was.

It was left to RMT 
union members to 
initially make stations 
safe by turning off the 
ticket gates. 

We also supplied our 
own face visors.

The government plan 
to end all restrictions on 
19 July is not backed up 
by any scientific advice. 

The RMT position is 

clear. Masks on public 
transport should 
remain—as should social 
distancing for our 
members in work. 

We will meet with 
Underground managers 
on this and hope they see 
sense.

If any of our members 
think that their safety is 
at risk and refuse to work, 
we will support them in 
that decision. 

It’s a basic rule that all 
workers should follow 
everywhere.

Phil Rowan
South London
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THREAT OF NEW IMMIGRATION LAW 

 TORIES
 WILL MAKE
 RESCUING
 REFUGEES
 A CRIME
The Nationality and Borders Bill seeks to criminalise 
refugees over how they enter Britain. Refugees and 
activists spoke to Isabel Ringrose about the escalating 
attacks on refugee rights

T
H E  T O R I E S ’  n a s t y 
Nationality and Borders 
Bill looks to criminalise vul-
nerable asylum seekers. In 
keeping the borders shut, 
even rescuing a drowning 

migrant could be criminalised.
Attacks on migrants from the Tories 

aren’t new—but the latest bill will 
punish harshly those who make the des-
perate journey to safety in Britain.

And it creates a starker divide between 
the myth of “good” migrants and “bad” 
ones who don’t suit the Tories’ agenda.

For the first time, how an asylum 
seeker travelled to Britain will deter-
mine the success of their application. 
Those travelling “illegally” will face 
deportation, up to four years in prison, 
and limited rights in Britain.

Home secretary Priti Patel claims the 
new law will ensure Britain’s asylum 

system is “based on need, not the ability 
to pay people smugglers.”

The 1951 Refugee Convention 
 protects the right to be able to travel to a 
country, regardless of how, and make an 
application for asylum. And after Brexit, 
Britain left the European Union’s Dublin 
scheme, meaning it can no longer trans-
fer asylum seekers to EU states.

The bill will also lead to attempts to 
deport asylum seekers who have passed 
through a “safe country”, making the 
process longer. Patel claims that visas 
will be halted from countries that refuse 
to take back refugees.

It also contains powers to allow 
asylum claims to be processed outside 
Britain.

A maximum life sentence will be 
introduced for those convicted of people 
smuggling. But the Home Office has 
been attempting to criminalise refugees 
on dinghies who are forced to steer the 
devices or face capsizing and death.

Derelict camps such as Napier Barracks 
in Kent may also be the only accommoda-
tion available to punish asylum  seekers 
who travel through safe countries.

Amir has been waiting almost a year 
for an asylum interview regarding his 
application. He believes the bill shows 
“how cruel it is to be hostile to vulner-
able people”.

“Without preparing safe and legal 
routes to the country, the government 
is criminalising the ones who have made 
it to Britain,” Amir explained to Socialist 
Worker. “It doesn’t want asylum seekers 

here. Priti Patel says the system is fair 
but firm.

“In reality it’s tough, cruel and hos-
tile. People do desperate things when 
they are desperate. Who would want to 
put themselves, their children and their 
families on a boat?”

Application
Amir added, “There is no safe and legal 
route for asylum seekers. You have to 
make an application in Britain. It’s the 
government who made them illegal in 
the first place by closing off legal routes.”

Patel and the Tories have focused 
on ramping up culture wars to divide 
people. Their attacks on migrants and 
refugees during the pandemic were an 
attempt to scapegoat and shift blame 
away from their murderous failures. 

They also claim that migrants are 
pouring into the country. Yet in the 
year ending November 2020, Britain 
received 35,355 asylum applications—
a 20  percent fall on the previous year.

Meanwhile Germany had the highest 
number of asylum applications in the EU 
at 120,320.

Since the Tories expanded the 
 resettlement scheme in September 
2015, just 19,768 refugees have been 
resettled in Britain. Despite the drop, 
nearly 50,000 asylum seekers have been 
waiting for over six months for an appli-
cation  decision, up from 11,500 three 
years ago.

In the wake of the bill, Amir thinks 
“we have to expect more being in limbo, 
 dealing with so many unpredictable 
things, so they cannot plan for their lives.”

“People are going to suffer,” he added. 
“The government and Home Office’s 
attitude didn’t develop in one week.

“It’s been decades of spreading misin-
formation and lying to the public, with 
help from newspapers like the Sun, the 
Daily Mail and the Telegraph.

“They see no harm in blaming immi-
grants. They put pictures up of ‘invad-
ers’, ‘savages’ and ‘illegals’ so people 
conclude that these are criminals going 
to harm our country.

“We have to fight to inform people 
about the reality of the asylum system 
and why people are making the 
 dangerous journey, with no legal route.”
Names of refugees and asylum seekers  
have been changed throughout

A maximum life 
sentence will be 
introduced for people 
convicted of ‘people 
smuggling’

‘‘ 
Anti-racist 
demonstrators outside 
Napier barracks in 
Folkestone, Kent, in 
2020 

‘This is politics, not just charity’
MERIEL GOSS is an activist in West 
Wales who worked with refugees 
locked away in the now shut Penally 
Camp.

“It does feel like they’re taking 
it up another level to penalise 
and stigmatise some of the most 
vulnerable,” she told Socialist Worker.

“Asylum seekers can be made to 
wait up to three years for an interview. 
They’ll be making roots and working 
out where the doctors or lawyers 
are. Then they’re moved on with 
sometimes less than 24 hours’ notice 
to the other side of Britain and have 
to start again.”

“The system is deliberately 
fragmenting and destabilising.”

Meriel says a lot of language 
surrounding legislation and 
regulations “is deliberately vague”.

And she explained that threats 
are constantly used against asylum 
seekers. “They are told ‘do this, or it’ll 
go down on your file’,” she explained.

“It’s used both ways—do this and 
it’ll look good, but it’s really not true. 
It’s used to control asylum seekers 
and those standing by them in 
solidarity.”

Sally Kincaid is the joint district 
secretary of the NEU education union 
in Wakefield. She fostered a refugee, 

but told Socialist Worker under the 
new bill “he wouldn’t have got leave to 
remain—it’s evil.”

Sally explained that from border 
security to deportations, there is a 
“big business”. 

“Those finding lorry drivers, 
running initial accommodation 
centres and detention camps—they 
make a massive amount of money. 
They’re the real criminals.

“So many people have supported 
refugees over the last five to six 
years, including individuals, volunteer 
groups, faith groups and trade union 
groups.

“We have to bring them together to 
say we’ve got to stop this. It’s not just 
about charity, but politics.

“Mistrust of the government is 
increasing—the anti-asylum bill seeps 
into mistrust of the police bill. We 
need a united movement.”

‘There’s no way to design a 
system more awful than this’
DAYMEN HAS been granted refugee 
status and was held in Penally Camp 
in West Wales while his application 
was being processed.

He told Socialist Worker that 
government officials look for 
possible evidence of travel though 
other countries so that people can be 
repulsed.

“Some refugees have been sent 
disturbing letters from the Home 
Office saying an investigation has 
found some connection to you with 
France,” he says.

The Tories’ plan to send asylum 
seekers, including victims of 
trafficking and torture, to third 
countries to be processed has scared 
many. “They don’t want to be sent 
back out of Europe,” Daymen said. 
“So some leave the camp.”

Daymen said that charities that 
work with refugees are vital in 
providing food, clothing, legal advice 
and interpreters.

“Already we struggle to visit camps 
in Britain,” he said. “So how are we 
going to do that overseas? It’s part of 
the plan to isolate people.”

Daymen said that the resettlement 
scheme “is so selective”.

Daymen escaped his home 
country, Syria, in 2016 to register at 
a camp, but people he met had been 
waiting for three years.

Lottery
“I didn’t know which country I’d go 
to, I had no choice. Thousands of 
people were stuck trying to win in a 
lottery scheme,” he explained.

“The government here shouldn’t 
be proud of the scheme, but instead 
improve it if they want to depend on 
it.” Only one percent of the world’s 
refugees are accepted through these 
schemes.Daymen was forced to go 
back to his home country, where he 
was tortured. After escaping again 

in 2018 he attempted to apply for 
asylum in Turkey, Lebanon and 
Greece, but he was rejected.

“I did not have the privilege of a 
legal route to seek asylum,” he said. 
“Under the new plan, they would 
have judged me by the way I arrived.

Marks
“The Home Office under current laws 
can’t send me to other counties. They 
have seen the marks on my body and 
given me status. But this will not 
happen for others who come.

“At the beginning of the journey, 
you have hope—hope that life starts 
the moment you touch land from 
crossing the sea.

“Now people will come to this 
point and their hope is taken—then 
they’ll be ready to take their own 
life, they have nothing to stay and 
live for.

“There is no way to design a more 
awful system than this.”

The Tories’ hostile environment 
makes it not only impossible for 
people to get to Britain, but it 
ensures life is difficult here too.

Daymen said that refugees face 
daily stereotypes and racism. “When 
I read my email saying I was now 
a refugee, I didn’t feel good, I was 
crying. Why do I have to celebrate 
that I am a refugee? I don’t have any 
hope to see my family again.

“If you’re rich, you are given a 
visa, so being wealthy means you’re 
more human than us.”

Tories keep moving goal posts
JULIAN BILD is a solicitor from the 
Anti-Trafficking Labour Exploitation 
Unit. He told Socialist Worker the 
Tories have “scavenged around the 
world for the worst aspects of other 
people’s asylum systems.”

“The government will hope the 
message goes out globally so that 
people no longer flee persecution 
because they won’t get much here in 
Britain,” he said.

Delays in decision making on asylum 
are entirely down to Home Office 
policies and priorities.

“Britain has managed far higher 
numbers of asylum seekers in the past. 
So the idea that the system is broken 
for some structural reason is nonsense.

“The Tories have broken it, they’ve 
been in power for 11 years. Yet they 
blame it on desperate asylum seekers—
it’s appalling,” he said.

Julian explained that the Home 
Office regards “genuine refugees” as 
“people who have languished in a 
camp for years”.

“But this isn’t the reality for most 
asylum seekers fleeing persecution, 
civil war, or because of their religion, 
sexuality and politics,” he added.

“This forces them into the arms of 
people smugglers when there’s no safe 
route for them to survive.

“It’s a complete myth that there are 
legal routes. To say the bill is aimed at 
people smugglers is a lie—it’s aimed at 
stopping people getting here, full stop.”

Julian says another “nasty issue” in 
the bill is the provisions that make it 
“harder for them to access protection 
by raising the standard of proof.”

This means that even if an 
application can be made, the Home 
Office can reject more claims.

“A clear majority are found to be in 
genuine need, and this undermines the 
Tories’ argument about people gaining 
from the system,” Julian said.

“Changing the standard of proof 
is demanding more from an asylum 
seeker or victim of trafficking.

“It’s setting people up to fail. If you 
haven’t provided enough proof or 
evidence, they will send people back to 
be persecuted and exploited.”

Sally with Hossein whom she fostered

Conditions in Syria remain appalling

Nasty Tory—home secretary Priti Patel

ONLINE MEETING

How to beat 
the Tories’ 
immigration 
bill
Monday 19 July, 
6pm

Speakers include:
Diane Abbott MP // 
Bell Ribeiro Addy 
MP // Clare Moseley 
Care4Calais // 
Kenan ex-Penally 
camp refugee // 
Pinar Aksu human 
rights campaigner, 
and leading activist 
in Glasgow dawn 
raid action // Wilf 
Sullivan TUC Race 
Equality Officer // 
Mark Serwotka PCS 
general secretary

REGISTER AT 

bit.ly/3wonBh2

Hosted by Stand 
Up To Racism and 
Care4Calais
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Wed 21 July, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
What is Zionism?
Thu 22 July, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
From the Olympics to 
to taking the knee—
nationalism, racism and sport
Thu 22 July, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Why all the statues must 
fall—confronting the 
legacy of empire
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Marxism and art
Thu 22 July, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the 
fight for liberation
Wed 21 July, 7.30pm
630-181-4857

CHESTERFIELD
Myanmar—lessons from the 
struggle against the military
Thu 22 July, 7pm
828-532-8731
COVENTRY
The environment and the 
myths of overpopulation
Wed 21 July, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
How the Haitain Revolution 
defeated slavery
Thu 22 July, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
From the Olympics 
to taking the knee—
capitalism and sport
Wed 21 July, 7pm
354-874-4790
GLASGOW
Lets talk about 
sex—Marxism and 
sexual liberation
Thu 22 July, 7pm
879-2402-3259

HARLOW
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament and power
Thu 29 July, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES
Crisis in the NHS—
privatisation, pay 
and pandemics 
Thu 22 July, 6.30pm
872-4922-1957
HUDDERSFIELD
From the Olympics to 
‘taking the knee’—
capitalism and sport
Wed 21 July, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
What sort of education 
system do we need?
Thu 22 July, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Thu 22 July, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
Another education 
is possible
Wed 28 July, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: HACKNEY
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament and power 
Thu 22 July, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Culture and the 
working class
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: NEWHAM
The bloody history of the 
British Empire in Palestine 
and the Middle East
Wed 21 July, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Crisis in the royals—
do they still matter?
Wed 21 July, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Is Cuba socialist?
Thu 22 July, 7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
From populism to fascism—
how do we beat the far right?
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Is there a new pink tide 
in Latin America?
Thu 22 July, 
7.30pm
816-2991-5859
MANCHESTER
Sexism and the 
system—the origins of 
women’s oppression
Wed 21 July, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament, and power
Wed 21 July, 
7pm
368-595-2712

NORWICH
From movements to 
revolutions—how can we 
overthrow capitalism?
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
When workers fight 
for the environment
Thu 22 July, 
7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
From the Olympics 
to taking the knee—
capitalism and sport
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
100 years after the 
Tulsa Massacre—US 
racism, then and now
Thu 22 July, 
7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
A rebel’s guide to Frida Kahlo
Thu 22 July, 
7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Let’s talk about 
sex—Marxism and 
sexual liberation
Wed 21 July, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and Charlie 

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism,  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

Can a ‘progressive 
alliance’ beat the Tories? 
BRISTOL
Thu 22 July, 7.30pm
688-397-3148

EDINBURGH
Wed 21 July, 7.30pm
431-459-112

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 22 July, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Wed 21 July, 7.30pm
818-391-0420

OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Wed 21 July, 7pm
861-2001-6477

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 21 July, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 

KEIR STARMER and Lib Dem leader Ed Davey—a match made in hell

Socialist Worker  14 July 2021
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A story of forbidden love hidden for years 
FILM
TWO OF US
In cinemas and on demand 
from Fri 16 July

TWO OF Us tells the story 
of two female lovers in 
their 60s who have waited 
two decades to spend their 
lives together.

This French film 
convincingly conveys both 
the love the two share, as 
well as the trauma they 
have from hiding and 
being separated.

Mado and Nina live 
across the landing from 

each other but are rarely 
apart. But Mado’s close 
relationship with her 
daughter Anne and 
difficult relationship with 
her son holds her back. 

Nina accuses her of 
being pathetic for hiding 
their love, causing Mado to 
suffer a stroke from which 
she may never recover.

Beside herself, Nina 
visits Mado in the hospital 
but is unable to act as a 
partner because everyone 
believes they are just 
neighbours. The agony 
builds as Nina is forced to 
wait by her front door for 

any signs of change.
And fear of the 

relationship being 
uncovered grows. Nina is 
almost caught in the flat 
they have shared.

After Mado returns 
from hospital, Nina’s 
desperation to get close to 
Mado intensifies despite 
suspicion from the new 
live-in carer.

We are torn between 
wanting the two to be 
reunited, but also for 
their relationship to stay 
hidden for fear of the 
consequences.
Isabel Ringrose

Rego—oppression, injustice 
and the art of defiance
A new exhibition looking back at the work of artist Paula Rego contains 
powerful critiques of life under fascism and capitalism, says Maggie Falshaw
IN HER 70 years as an artist 
Paula Rego witnessed  dictatorship 
and revolution.

Her work opposing the horrors of 
fascism, colonialism, repression and 
the abuse and discrimination experi‑
enced by women are depicted in this 
exhibition.

From a young age she witnessed 
injustice, and she wanted to use her 
art in opposition to this. 

Rego was born in Lisbon, Portugal, 
in 1935. Portugal was under the 
Salazar dictatorship, overthrown by 
the Portuguese Revolution in 1974. 

Rego’s parents were fiercely 
anti‑fascist, and she followed in their 
footsteps.

After leaving school, she studied 
painting at the Slade School of Fine 
Art in London. 

The first work in this major 
 retrospective, Interrogation, was 
painted when she was aged 15. 

Imprisonment
It shows a woman’s experience of 
imprisonment and torture under the 
Salazar regime. 

Following the defeat of  a 
 referendum in 1998 to legalise abor‑
tion, Rego began work on a series of 
untitled pastels, which show women 
after having illegal abortions. She 
saw these as part of the drive to 
 legalise abortion.

Much of her work shows the 
abuse and oppression experienced 
by women. But the women in the 
 paintings are not cowed or submis‑
sive. The images show a range of 
 feeling—pain, sexual arousal or 
women who are fiercely independent. 

The women in them are portrayed 
as physically strong and defiant. 

In 1990, Rego became the first artist 
in residence at the National Gallery, 

London. She used the  opportunity to 
subvert the work of the mostly male 
artists displayed there. 

She produced work inspired by 
European painters, including William 
Hogarth and Diego Velazquez, 
 inserting female characters in her 
work.

Although the exhibition  highlights 
Rego’s work on tackling sexism, 
she also used her art to expose and 
challenge other forms of injustice 

experienced by all workers. One 
work, Julieta, was painted after 
 reading a newspaper article about 
a technician who was electrocuted 
while working on a high voltage 
electricity pylon. 

The painting was named after 
his wife, Julieta, who witnessed his 
death. 

In the work, imagery of three 
crosses is borrowed from Catholic 
iconography, with the worker’s body 

echoing Christ at the crucifixion. 
These are just some of the works that 
made a lasting impression on me. 

Each of the 100 works is a  powerful 
critique of life under fascism and 
later modern capitalism. 

It is refreshing to see the  celebration 
of women artists— especially one who 
used her art to fight for the  liberation 
of women and men.
At Tate Britain, central London, until  
24 Oct. Book online at tate.org.uk

INTERROGATION—PAINTED when Rego was 15—is on show at Tate Britain

David Olusoga

Mado and Nina have waited decades to spend their lives together

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop1  Breaking Up the British 

State
Fotheringham, Sherry, Bryce 
(eds)

2  32 Counties— 
the Failure of Partition 
and the Case for a 
United Ireland
Kieran Allen

3  Transgender Resistance
Laura Miles
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History
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John Newsinger
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TELEVISION 
OUR NHS— 
A HIDDEN  HISTORY
Starts Thursday 15 July, 9pm, 
BBC1 and then on BBC Iplayer

DAVID OLUSOGA explores 
the hidden history of the 
nurses, doctors and health 
workers who, for more 
than 70 years, have been 
coming to Britain from 
overseas to serve in the 
NHS.

Without them the NHS 
would have been in danger 
of collapse—not least 
during the current Covid-19 
crisis. 

But from the very start 
the people who came to 
Britain to work in the NHS 
have found themselves 

fighting battles they didn’t 
expect.

The programme gives 
voice to the moving and 
often raw experiences 
of nurses from the Irish 
Republic, the Caribbean 
and the Philippines.

It features GPs and 
surgeons from India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka and 
paramedics from central 
Europe, as well as the 
children and grandchildren 
of immigrants.

They often found 
themselves working with 
one hand while fending off 
racism with the other.
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I
N THE 12 months 
since the implemen-
tation of the National 
Security Law (NSL), 
things have been 
grim in Hong Kong. 

More than 10,000 people 
have been arrested for par-
ticipating in the anti-Extra-
dition Law Amendment Bill 
(ELAB) movement of two 
years ago, and more than 
2,500 have been prosecuted. 

At the same time, some 
100 people have been 
arrested for NSL offences, 
including Apple Daily 
founder Jimmy Lai, mem-
bers of opposition groups, 
and demonstrators. 

Many political and civil 
organisations from the 
opposition camp, including 
 pro-democracy, religious, 
and service sector unions 
have announced that they are 
disbanding.

Apart from Apple Daily, 
which was forced to cease 
publication in late June, Hong 
Kong’s alternative media has 
also come under serious polit-
ical pressure. 

For example, the online 
website, Stand News has 
deleted all of its old articles. 

Certain programmes have 
been suspended, and some 
hosts have been replaced. 
Citizens have become cautious 
in posting online and voicing 
political slogans, fearing they 
may be detected by national 
security authorities.

The freedom of speech and 
press freedoms that Hong Kong 
residents have enjoyed for the 
past 40 years are now seriously 
imperilled.

According to the NSL, not 
only actions but even speech 
that is considered separatist, 
subversive, or in collusion with 
foreign forces, can be criminally 
punished.

Subversion
The definitions of “separatism”, 
“subversion,” and “collusion 
with foreigners” are extremely 
vague. 

In deliberately refusing to 
clarify just where exactly its 
political “red line” lies, the 
Beijing authorities are intimi-
dating the citizens to facilitate 
government control.

Some pro-Beijing figures 
have already said that the NSL 
is not just of use in attack-
ing the opposition but should 
be the catalyst for a “political 
purge”. 

This is in order to start a 
 transformation of Hong Kong’s 
judicial, social, cultural, ideo-
logical and other spheres. 

Moreover, the Hong Kong 
government is preparing to 
restart the legislative process 
for Article 23 of the Hong Kong 
Basic Law. 

It stipulates that the Hong 
Kong government should 
establish its own legislation 
to protect national security to 
strengthen its political control. 

In 2003, a march of 500,000 
city residents led to the shelving 
of similar Article 23 legislation.

The Apple  Dai ly  was 

launched in 1995. It is Hong 
Kong’s largest selling newspa-
per and one that supports the 
democratic opposition. 

The founder has long sup-
ported mainstream pro-
democracy groups such as the 
Democratic Party and has pri-
vately donated to such parties. 

During the 2019 anti-ELAB 
campaign, he went to the US to 
meet politicians, telling them, 
“The people of Hong Kong stand 
with the US in fighting a war 

of values against the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP).” 

It’s not hard to see that Apple 
Daily was a thorn in the side of 
the Beijing government.

Apple Daily’s political stance 
is one of opposition to CCP 
authoritarianism and criticism 
of the Hong Kong government. 
It is anti-communist, pro-Ameri-
can, and supportive of free-mar-
ket capitalism. 

The socialist left opposes 
the forced suspension of any 

publication and defends its 
freedom of speech. Having said 
that, we cannot abandon our 
principles and support Apple 
Daily’s political line.

The majority of residents 
sympathize with Apple Daily. 
On 24 June, its last day of 
publicat ion,  one mil l ion 
copies were sold. Some resi-
dents went to the newspaper’s 
office to express support for its 
journalists.

This year’s June 4 rally to 
commemorate Tiananmen, 
and the July 1 pro-democracy 
march on the anniversary of the 
hand-back, were both banned. 

Given the level of political 
pressure, it is hard to imagine 
large-scale demonstrations of 
public support for Apple Daily, 
but most residents oppose the 
government’s authoritarianism.

In early May, Hong Kong 
chief executive Carrie Lam 
announced that the  government 
was exploring the possibility of 
passing a “Fake News Law”. It 
would deal with “misinforma-
tion, hate speech, and lies.” 

This is intended to allow the 
government to further clamp 
down on news reporting and 
online discussion.

Existing legislation in Hong 
Kong already contains penal-
ties for spreading false infor-
mation, there is no need for a 
separate “Fake News Law.”

B
OTH president Jo 
Biden and Donald 
Trump said that 
t h e y  o p p o s e 
the repression 
in Hong Kong. 

But the US monopoly capi-
tal that they represent 
remains inextricably linked 
to circles within the Chinese 
bureaucracy. 

There is a long history of 
exchange between US law 
enforcement and the Hong 
Kong police. 

Weapons and other riot con-
trol technology used by the 
Hong Kong police have been 
supplied by American compa-
nies for many years.

Dur ing the  ant i -ELAB 
 movement, Trump at one point 
referred to the Hong Kong mass 
movement as a “riot”, adopting 
the same language as the Beijing 
government. We can anticipate 
that Biden will simply pay lip 
service to the issue.

In 2019-20 quite a lot of 
Hong Kongers looked to Trump, 
hoping that he would force the 
Beijing government to end its 
crackdown on the Hong Kong 
mass movement and stop the 
passage of the NSL. 

Far right localists in Hong 
Kong encouraged this trend and 
cultivated unrealistic expecta-
tions of the US. 

They glorified Trump’s right-
wing populism and claimed 
that Black Lives Matter was a 
CCP conspiracy. 

With Trump’s departure from 
office, these Hong Kongers have 
come to a point of desperation, 
unable to see a way forward.

For many years our position 
has been that in order to win 
democracy and autonomy for 

READ MORE
lInside the protests 
rocking Hong Kong 
by Lam Chi Leung 
bit.ly/HK0619

lCity on Fire: the fight 
for Hong Kong 
by Antony Dapiran

lThe birth of a new 
generation under 
tear gas: the umbrella 

movement in Hong 
Kong 
by Vincent Sung 
bit.ly/ISJUmbrella

 Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

LESSONS OF 
HONG KONG 
RESISTANCE 
It has been one year since the repressive Security Law was 
enacted in Hong Kong. Lam Chi Leung, an activist based 
in Hong Kong, explains how the situation has changed

Hong Kong, we need the support 
of workers everywhere. A prior-
ity is to win the  understanding 
and support of workers in the 
Chinese mainland. 

To pin the future of Hong 
Kong’s democracy on America 
or other Western imperialist 
countries will only turn it into 
a geopolitical tool in the strug-
gle between China and Western 
imperialism. 

It will allow the CCP bureau-
cracy to demonise the Hong 
Kong democracy movement 
and successfully drive a wedge 
between the people of the 
 mainland and Hong Kong.

The only true alternative 
is to unite the people of the 
 mainland and Hong Kong in a 
collective struggle for democ-
racy and workers’ power across 
the whole of China.

Hong Kong has now experi-
enced the failures of the 2014 
Umbrella Movement and the 
2019 anti-ELAB campaign. 

Crackdown
Coupled with today’s severe 
government crackdown, we 
are unlikely to see recent mass 
movements on the scale of these 
past two events. 

To a large extent, the future 
of democracy in Hong Kong 
depends on whether there are 
economic crises in mainland 
China. 

If the bureaucratic rule is not 
weakened, then Hong Kong is 
facing a grim period, one even 
more difficult than at present.

H
ONG KONG resi-
dents who are 
pro-democracy 
have not changed 
their stance, but 
some have lost 

their bearings, and some 
have chosen to emigrate. 

Nevertheless, some too have 
begun to review the goals 
and strategies of past mass 
 movements. The new genera-
tion is willing to consider dif-
ferent opinions—including 
those of the socialist left—and 
weigh the experience of the 
“New Trade Union Movement”.

The experience of these past 
struggles would seem to sup-
port what the socialist left has 
been advocating.

First, we need the self-organ-
isation of the masses, not loose 
and irresponsible guerrilla 
actions. 

Second,  we need the 
 self-organisation of  workers and 
direct action such as strikes. 

For this we need to com-
bine the demands for political 

democracy with anti-capitalist 
demands. 

Finally, we need to express 
solidarity with the struggles of 
workers in  mainland China for 
their rights, to link the progres-
sive forces of Hong Kong and 
mainland China.

Although Hong Kong’s 
 socialist left has only limited 
influence, there was some posi-
tive development from 2009 to 
2014. 

Subsequently, because of the 
rise of far right localist ideology, 
the broad left fell into political 
confusion and was unable to 
intervene effectively. 

Today, in the new political 
environment, the socialist left 
needs to work with the new 
generation of youth, to organize 
on the basis of the issues that 
most concern the public. 

Only on this basis can it grad-
ually strengthen its influence.
This interview was published 
first by the South Korean 
organisation Workers’ Solidarity, 
and is reprinted here with the 
permission of the author.

Protesters storm 
Hong Kong 
International 
Airport in 2019 
(top) Umbrellas 
guard protesters 
from state 
surveillance at an 
anti-extradition 
bill protest in 
2019 (above) 
Picutres:studio incendo

Freedoms that 
Hong Kong 
residents have 
are now 
imperilled

‘‘ 
The Apple Daily  
newspaper

HONG KONG protests that erupted in 2019 grabbed people’s attention internationally

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Mass movements and 
direct action scare the state

With many campaigns 
turning to militant 
direct action,  
Nick Clark argues 
that the tactic is more 
effective within a mass 
movement
FED UP with Labour 
and bored of waiting for 
movement from the “official” 
leaders of the labour 
movement, some people are 
taking action themselves.

Direct action is the 
weapon of choice for some 
of the most committed and 
engaged activists—and some 
of the most high-profile 
campaigns—in Britain.

They go beyond 
marching—and far beyond 
wrangling inside Labour 
meetings—to use their 
power and activity to 
force change to happen.

They might be activists 
with the Palestine Action 
group, who have occupied 
factories that make engines 
for Israeli drones. 

Or they might be the 
construction workers who 
protested in the offices 
of construction giant 
Balfour Beatty to stop it 
undercutting conditions.

The mass mobilisation that 
surrounded an immigration 
van in Glasgow, and the 
students at Pimlico Academy 
who staged an occupation 
against racist rules, were 
taking direct action.

Results
Often, they get results. The 
Glasgow residents stopped 
two deportations. The 
Pimlico students forced their 
head teacher to resign. 

The protesters in Bristol 
who tore down the statue 
of slaver Edward Colston 
last year ensured it was 
never restored to its plinth.

At a time when 
victories seem hard to 
come by, those wins are 
heartening and inspiring. 

They also put the Labour 
Party—and the union leaders 
who have failed to meet the 
challenge of Tory attacks on 
their members—to shame.

Sometimes direct action 
can also seem like an 
alternative to mass action, 
which can take longer to 

organise and where the pace 
of change can appear slower.

One crucial aspect of mass 
action is that it changes the 
participants themselves as 
they take part. They learn 
about their own strength 
and who are their allies.

In contrast militant actions 
by small groups of activists 
can lead to then spurning 
broader movements. Large 
demonstrations can come 
to be seen as at best a 
supplement to direct action 
and at worst as a distraction.

A danger of this is that it 
leaves the activists cut off from 
the rest of the movement—
and more easily beaten.

Their organisations can 
be broken by the state, with 
activists arrested or punished. 

Or they find that the 
governments and businesses 
they target can cope with 
the relatively small-scale 
disruption, and that any 
small wins never lead 
to bigger victories.

Then it’s easy to 
become worn out, or even 
isolated and bitter from 
the rest of the movement 
and ordinary people.

The key to avoiding this 
is organising the sort of 
mass action that doesn’t 
just aim to win  small-

scale victories against 
governments and businesses 
but challenges their power.

The most successful 
examples of direct action 
are those that have involved 
more people than just a 
core group of activists.

Extinction Rebellion forced 
demands for climate action 
to the forefront of politics 
because it involved thousands 
of people in blocking central 
London. The power of 
the anti-racist victories in 
Glasgow and Bristol was 
that they involved hundreds 
of people acting together.

Activists
Palestine Action was at its 
strongest when its activists 
occupying the Elbit weapons 
factory in Leicester were 
backed up by hundreds of 
supporters at the gates.

It’s much harder for the 
state or big business to crush 
or ignore mass direct action. 

And that’s because it 
carries an even bigger threat.

Ordinary people are 
powerful because they 
make society run. When 
they take action together, 
they can shut society down 
along with the profit system 
that keeps it running.

That’s why the most 
powerful form of direct 
action is the strike.

Encouraging ordinary 
people to take mass direct 
action can take lots of often 
unglamorous organising 
work. And often mass 
demonstrations might not 
end in direct action.

But they do give people 
confidence—and a sense 
of their collective power to 
take action themselves.

EXTINCTION REBELLION protest supports direct action 
taken at London City Airport in 2019

Ordinary 
people are 
powerful 
together 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
RESISTANCE



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n nn n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n nn n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n nn n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:
Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  ......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nnnn / nnnn / nnnn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you 
at the time of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from 
your bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it 

back when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

SWPSWP

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST
 WORKERS

  PARTY
n Yes, I'd like to be a member
n I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ......................................................................................................

Address  ..................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Postcode  .................................

Phone  ....................................................................................................

Email  ............................................................................................

Return to SWP membership department, 
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ. 

Or scan this QR code on your phone

Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

Richard Lewontin—the Marxist geneticist
by  JOHN PARRINGTON

RICHARD LEWONTIN, who 
died aged 92 recently, was 
one of the most talented 
geneticists of his generation.

He was also a  revolutionary 
socialist in both theory and 
practice. 

As a university student in 
the mid 1980s, a fellow stu-
dent suggested I read a new 
book Not In Our Genes by 
Lewontin, Richard Levins and 
Steven Rose.

It was then that I first became 
aware of the power of Marxist 
analysis. This book demol-
ished the idea, then becoming 
popular through the so-called 
“sociobiology”  movement, that 
human behaviour and society 
could be reduced to biological 
principles.

As Lewontin and his 
 co-authors showed, the 
view of genetics put  forward 
by sociobiologists such 
as Richard Dawkins and 
Edward Wilson was not just 
 reactionary but bad science.

S o c i o b i o l o g i s t s  p u t 
 forward hypothetical “genes” 
for human characteristics 
such as selfishness, warmon-
gering, sexism, racism, and 
homophobia. This displayed 

their ignorance of the very 
specific basis of such charac-
teristics in class society.

But it also showed how 
little they understood about 
the ways in which our 
genomes interact with the 
rest of our cells and bodies. 

It missed  the dynamic 
interaction between genes 
and the environment.

In later books such as The 
Dialectical Biologist, co-writ-
ten with Richard Levins, and 
The Triple Helix, Lewontin 
developed a  socialist theory 
of biology. 

It was inspired by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels’s 
pioneering work in this area. 

But it also enriched it with 
new ideas based on novel 
insights into how DNA func-
tions as a “blueprint”. DNA 
is also highly influenced 
by the environment of the 
human cell, the body, and 
the human society that such 
bodies inhabit.

Against  the common 
idea that human behav-
iour is “determined” by our 
genes, Lewontin argued that 
human society evolves in a 
way that has to some extent 
 superseded biology.

New technologies and 

social practices drive changes 
in society in ways that have 
no parallel in other species. 

But the way that individ-
ual genetic differences affect 
human behaviour and poten-
tial are influenced by the type 
of society in which they arise.

It means that in general a 
person’s possibility of realis-
ing their potential is far more 
affected by their position in 
class society than it is by their 
genetic make-up.

Influence
Genetics can influence our 
susceptibility to illness, 
whether this be bodily dis-
orders such a heart disease 
or diabetes, or mental con-
ditions like depression or 
schizophrenia.

Additionally, the way 
genetic differences manifest 
themselves is highly depend-
ent on our environment.

So susceptibility to heart 
disease and diabetes is highly 
influenced by bad diet and 
workplace stress. 

And the possibility of 
becoming clinically depressed 
or schizophrenic is deeply 
dependent on the extreme psy-
chological pressures people 
can face under capitalism.

Perhaps the most inspir-
ing aspect of Lewontin’s life 
for socialists today is the fact 
that he was not only a theo-
rist, but an activist.

Showing the importance of 
environmental influence on 
the development of human 
consciousness, Lewontin’s 
ideas were fundamentally 
influenced by his experience.

In particular he was 
shaped by the movements of 
the 1960s and 70s against the 
Vietnam War and the strug-
gle for black civil rights. The 
 battles for women’s rights and 
the fight against  homophobia 
were also important. 

He in turn used scientific 
analysis to refute the claims of 
opponents of such struggles.

The scientific left may now 
only be a shadow of what it 
was in those heady days of 
radicalism. 

But the scale of societal 
crisis that we now face in 
terms of the impact of cli-
mate change means that new 
radicalism of such a scale is 
surely only a matter of time.

And in facing the chal-
lenges  o f  the  fu ture , 
Lewontin’s ideas will be a 
highly important resource.

John Parrington is the author 
of Mind Shift—How Culture 
Transformed the Human Brain
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Movement to drive wedge into the right is needed
THE SUPPORTERS of 
president Emmanuel 

Macron seek to blunt the 
RN’s appeal by conceding 
to its racism. This has 
meant rounds of 
Islamophobic laws, and 
more powers for the cops.

The Macron 
government has closed 
more than 80 mosques 
in the last year.

The conservative right 
Les Republicains have 
gone further. In a recent 
parliamentary debate 
they tried to include a 
ban on the wearing of 
religious symbols for 

those accompanying 
school trips. 

Outrageously they 
also wanted a ban on 
“certain traditional 
dances that undermine 
Republicanism” near state 
wedding ceremonies.

This has only made 
Le Pen’s Islamophobia 
seem more justified.

Frequently
The left is divided 
over how to combat Le 
Pen. The Labour‑like 
Socialist Party and 
the Greens frequently 
make concessions to 

Islamophobia. They back 
up the racist police.

Further left, Jean Luc 
Melenchon, leader of 
France Unbowed, has 
opposed Le Pen strongly 
but also made his own 
attacks on Muslim 
groups and migrants.

So it’s not surprising 
that much of the far 
left argues that the 
only way to tackle Le 
Pen is also to confront 
state racism. Of course, 
socialists have to organise 
against both fascism and 
all forms of racism. 

But it’s wrong to say 

there can be no unity 
in action against the 
RN unless people adopt 
opposition to the whole 
state racism agenda.  

Arguments
There has to be a 
combative united front 
on the streets and in 
workplaces against Le Pen.

In the course of 
the battles, wider 
arguments can be won 
over Islamophobia 
and immigration.

There have been some 
promising signs. In 
June tens of thousands 

of people marched 
across France against 
racism, the far right 
and the government’s 
assaults on liberties.

Organisers said 
140 demonstrations 
took place totalling 
150,000 protesters. 

Some 3,000 trade 
unionists and socialists 
from several parties 
demonstrated at the RN 
congress in Perpignan.

It’s urgent that this is 
now built on to become 
a national movement 
targeted specifically 
at the fascists.

Poison spreads 
across Europe 

 LE PEN was one of 
the leaders of 16 far 

right and fascist parties 
that produced a joint 
statement recently calling 
for action across Europe.

It denounced the 
European Union (EU) for 
supposedly giving in to 
left wing ideas. 

“The cooperation of 
European nations should 
be based on tradition, 
respect for the culture 
and history of  European 
states and respect for  
Europe’s Judeo-Christian 
heritage,” it said.

It also said the EU was 
involved in “dangerous 
and invasive social 
engineering which must 
provoke legitimate 
resistance”.

Other signatories 
included the Vox party in 
Spain, the fascist Brothers 
of Italy and the League 
in Italy, and Poland’s PiS. 
Hungary’s Fidesz—led by 
Boris Johnson’s friend 
Viktor Orban—also signed.

The groups plan a 
conference in Warsaw for 
September.

The far right will seek 
to grow from anger at 
Covid and the attacks on 
working people.

That’s another reason 
for the left to organise so 
that it directs the rage at 
those really responsible—
the bosses and the 
politicians who back 
them. 

Le Pen still a 
top job threat

 OPINION polls for 
the presidential 

election next year show 
president Macron and 
Marine Le Pen neck and 
neck. They both have 
about 25-30 percent 
support.

That’s quite low, but 
they are still best placed 
to qualify for the second 
round of voting. 

The next most 
popular candidate is 
the conservative Xavier 
Bertrand on 20 percent.

The Greens—who are 
particularly pro-capitalist 
in France—the Socialist 
Party and Jean-Luc 
Melenchon—are all on 
about 7-10 percent. 

There are presently 
three far left candidates 
declared. But they may 
not be able to reach the 
hurdle of winning the 
signatures of 500 mayors, 
regional councillors or 
parliamentarians in order 
to stand.

How fascist frustrations 
come to the fore in France  
Failure in recent regional elections has caused crisis for Marine Le Pen’s 
National Rally party. But, says Charlie Kimber, the party won’t destroy itself  

 FRANCE’S MAIN fascist party 
faces major internal rows 

after an electoral setback last 
month.

Marine Le Pen was re-elected as 
head of the National Rally (RN) with 
98 percent of the vote at its recent 
party congress.

But in June’s elections RN 
 candidates failed to win control in 
any of France’s 12 regions. Polls 
had suggested the party would be 
 victorious in at least one. 

Instead, it lost nearly a third of its 
regional councillors.

“Local elections should be the 
launch pad for the rocket” that could 
take Le Pen to the presidential palace, 
said Romain Lopez, RN mayor of the 
town of Moissac. “Today we look like 
eternal seconds.”

Some of Le Pen’s critics put the 
reverses down to the party’s “detoxi-
fication” strategy.

By pretending that it has moved 
away from its fascist policies, Le Pen 
hoped to secure backing from more 
traditional right wing forces and 
voters. 

Stench
She tried to conceal the stench of 
racism and antisemitism that was 
overt under her father, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, who led the party for four 
decades.

This caused a brutal falling 
out between father and daugh-
ter and eventually the expulsion of 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. Now he is hitting 
back.

“The policy of adapting, of 
 rapprochement with power, even 
with the ordinary right, was severely 
rejected,” he said. 

His argument is that the RN has to 

be an anti-system party and it loses 
its pull if it seems too mainstream. 
He called on the party to “regain its 
virility” or face “extinction.”

Gilbert Collard, an RN member of 
the European parliament, criticised 
the strategy of opening up as “a trap”.

This is not an argument based on 
fundamental political differences. It is 
a contest over how best to put fascist 
candidates in office.

Lopez is one of the supporters of 
Le Pen’s outreach to the rest of the 
right. But he has his own filthy record.

He reacted to the formation of a 

parliamentary study on  antisemitism 
by saying, “As if there had not been 
enough studies on this subject.”

Le Pen is not going away.
“We were right on immigration 

and on globalisation. Now we have 
to win in the ballots,” she told the 
congress.

If Le Pen is elected as president 
next year she will seek to impose even 
harsher laws against Muslims and 
migrants. She will boost the racism 
and impunity of the police and try to 
break trade union power.

Perhaps most significantly she 

would embolden street thugs who 
operate outside the official state 
 structures to carry out a fascist 
 programme “from below”.

None of this is inevitable. French 
workers have taken part in  powerful 
strikes during the last five years. 
There is the Yellow Vest movement, 
and there have been strong student 
mobilisations.

Black Lives Matter saw big marches 
in France and there have been repeated 
movements over police brutality.

Socialists and anti-racists have to 
organise to stop Le Pen.

‘NO FASCISTS in our neighbourhoods. No neighbourhoods for fascists,’ says the placard on a Paris 
protest against Marine LePen’s National Rally party in June Photothèque Rouge /MaRtin noda / hans Lucas
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Teachers in 
Derby fight 
restructure
TEACHERS AT two schools 
in Derby were set to strike on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
this week.

Members of the NEU union 
at Merrill Academy and Lees 
Brook Community School are 
fighting a restructure by the 
Archway Learning Trust which 
runs them.

Archway bosses want to cut 
jobs and deskill teaching staff 
in order to employ cheaper 
teachers.

Teachers also claim that the 
Nottingham based Archway 
Learning Trust, which took 
over the schools in February, is 
too distant. 

They say students’ 
education will suffer as cuts 
could affect certain lessons.

This week’s action follows a 
one-day strike on 1 July.

lTEACHERS AT Alleyn Court 
School in Southend, Essex 
were set to walk out for three 
days from Tuesday of this 
week.

They are fighting 
management’s attacks on 
their current pension scheme. 
The Alleyn Court Education 
Trust wants to scrap the 
existing scheme replacing it 
with an inferior one.

Workers say they will walk 
out again for three days next 
week if bosses don’t drop their 
plans.

‘Obscene’ 
victimisation 
on ferry
WORKERS ON the Woolwich 
Ferry connecting east and 
south east London are 
striking in defence of two 
union reps victimised by the 
bosses. 

Dozens of workers in the 
Unite union are striking and 
picketing picket lines for nine 
days this month, completely 
shutting down the ferry’s 
operation.

It follows eight days 
of strikes in June, after 
managers victimised the first 
rep.

Unite says victimisation 
has reached “obscene levels.” 

Strikers were set to return 
to picket lines on Friday of 
this week and Monday of next 
week.

lCLEANING and presentation 
staff working for Scotrail were 
set to join a long-running fight 
for pay justice and equality 
from Tuesday of this week.

They will join the battle 
by conductors and ticket 
examiners in the RMT union, 
who have been staging weekly 
Sunday strikes.

Solidarity boosts strikers at Valence 
Primary School in east London
by SAM ORD

VALENCE PRIMARY School 
teachers in Dagenham, 
east London, have esca-
lated strikes over forced 
demotions and attacks on 
pay.

NEU education union 
members struck for two days 
last week and plan neda 
 three-day walkout from 
Tuesday of this week.

The workers are fighting 
a broader restructuring plan, 
which will be implemented 
in 2024. 

Almost half of the  teaching 
staff face pay cuts—and 
many more will suffer an 
increased workload.

Dominic Byrne, NEU sec-
retary in Barking and Dagen-
ham, told Socialist Worker 
that school bosses are 
encouraging “some support 
staff” to “break the strike”. 

“We have asked the coun-
cil to be clear in their guid-
ance, to say that they don’t 
encourage strike-breaking,” 
he said. 

“They just say the school 
is following Department for 
Education guidance and 
they’re allowed to do it.

“You’d hope that the 
Labour-run council wouldn’t 
encourage and condone 
strike-breaking.”

It’s a similar story for 
striking NEU members at 
Oaks Park school in the 
neighbouring east London 
borough, Redbridge.

The Labour-run council 
has backed management 
at every turn, rather than 
standing with victimised 

workers. Redbridge NEU 
has held protests targeting 
the local authority’s role in 
the dispute.

Many of the workers have 
never been on strike before, 
but solidarity has boosted 
their confidence. 

NEU union members plan 
more dates in September if 
the attacks aren’t withdrawn.

They say the lasting 
effects of the attacks will 
damage children’s educa-
tion. 

Dominic added, “No one 
wants to see children go 
uneducated, but what about 
the staff? The staff haven’t 
been treated nice and are 
demoralised. They have suf-

fered attacks and are now 
standing firm.” 

Pay attacks at the school 
aren’t new. In 2019, 50 
mostly women support staff 
suffered pay cuts, which 
went unopposed.

“What does that say for 
a Labour council?” Dominic 
added. 

“The lowest-paid  workers 
had pay cuts on a huge scale. 
Perhaps management with 
their pay should take a look 
at themselves.”

Solidarity among school 
workers will be crucial to 
take on bosses’ restructur-
ing plans.
l Messages of support to 
dominic.byrne@lbbd.gov.uk

LIVELY PICKET lines at Valence Primary School Picture: Amy LeAther

Liverpool action forces 
bosses to ask for talks
SOME 300 people marched 
through Liverpool city 
centre on Saturday, 
protesting against Liverpool 
University’s attack on jobs.

Bosses want to slash some 
47 jobs in the Health and 
Social Sciences department. 
But members of the UCU 
union have fought back 
with three weeks of strikes 
and a marking boycott. 

Management imposed a 
100 percent pay deduction 
for all those taking part in 
the boycott. But last week 
the university was unable 
to provide degrees and 
marks for 1,500 students. 

The march was supported 
by Liverpool Trans Pride, 
Merseyside Black Lives 
Matter Alliance and the 
Save Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital campaign. Students 

spoke about why they 
were supporting the fight, 
seeing its importance for 
the quality of education. 

Speakers from other 
trade unions called for 
fights to be joined up. 

A delegation from the 
London Region UCU brought 
a cheque for £1,000. Daily 
donations have seen the 
fighting fund go from 
strength to strength.

Bosses have shown the first 
signs of failing resolve, with 
a sudden proposal to talk.

UCU negotiators were 
set to meet with those from 
the university this week. 

All the threatened 
jobs must be secured, 
and the threat of 
compulsory redundancies 
taken off the table.
Mark O’Brien

EDUCATION

OBITUARY
Nigel Coward
1942-2021
NIGEL COWARD who has 
recently died was one of 
the comrades who joined 
the Socialist Review group, 
forerunners of the Socialist 
Workers Party, in the 1960s.

Although the group 
was small it found a ready 
audience among a layer 
of workers in the Labour 
Party Young Socialists and 
University students.

Nigel was a student 
at the LSE university in 
London, where there was a 
lively discussion group led 
by Socialist Review group 
founder Tony Cliff. 

Cliff used to visit on 
a weekly basis to win an 
important group of students 
to our ideas. 

His arguments around 
state capitalism and Russia, 

the explanation for the boom 
in the 1950s and 60s won an 
important layer of people.

Nigel became our first 
full timer, existing on the 
dole and getting meals from 
comrades. 

He cut his organisational 
teeth by working with the 
few dockers we had then. 

His first task was giving 
out leaflets early in the 
morning outside the dock 
gates against supporting 
Enoch Powell.

This came after dockers’ 
marches supporting Powell’s 
anti-immigration “Rivers of 
Blood” speech.

Nigel’s main role until he 
stopped being a full timer 
was to support the building 
of our fledgling rank and 
file groups in different 
industries. 

He remained active as a 
teacher in further education 
and worked in the teaching 

unions, winning elections at 
regional level.

A long-term illness and 
immobility limited Nigel’s 
activities. 

But he continued to 
support the Socialist Workers 
Party and never retreated 
from his original ideas about 
building it. 

He was one of that 
generations of comrades that 
could have done well, using 
his talents to work for the 
system. 

Instead he chose to work 
for a small organisation he 
saw as crucial in keeping 
alive the revolutionary 
tradition, and helped to build 
it into a real force. 

To the end he remained 
enthusiastically interested in 
the party and keen to help 
make it stronger.  

Condolences to his family 
and all who knew him.
Roger Cox

UNIVERSITIES

On the march in Liverpool on Saturday

TRANSPORT
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TELECOMS

   Revolt over BT deal 
that offers nothing
by NICK CLARK

BT TELECOMS workers 
are furious after a deal 
between bosses and their 
CWU union officials was 
announced last week.

Bosses hope the deal will 
put an end to a long-run-
ning dispute with the union 
over a major attack on jobs 
and working conditions. But 
one union rep told Socialist 
Worker members hadn’t even 
been told of the deal—and 
are demanding a vote. 

BT workers voted by 
nearly 98 percent for strikes 
in a consultative ballot  last 
year, on a turnout of more 
than 74 percent. 

They were gearing up to 
fight a planned “restructure” 
that would close offices and 
sack thousands of workers.

National
If action goes ahead it would 
be the first national strike in 
BT since 1994.

Y e t  l a s t  w e e k  B T 
announced a deal with union 
officials that doesn’t stop 
office closures, compulsory 
redundancies or offer any 
concrete pay deal.

Now, “the membership 

are angry,” one CWU rep 
in BT told Socialist Worker. 
“They feel that the can has 
been kicked down the road 
all year.

“It’s a shock announcement 
without our consultation.”

Announcing the deal last 
week, BT said it would only 
“consider steps to avoid 
compulsory redundancy,” 
while slashing jobs by not 
replacing any workers who 
leave. 

It also said it would “look 

at the timing and location” 
of some of office closures, 
and only close offices where 
workers are able to relocate 
elsewhere. 

But, “There are no changes 
to locations and sites previ-
ously announced.”

What’s more, the deal 
promised no pay deal for 
2021, and a deal for 2022 is 
still to be negotiated.

CWU deputy general secre-
tary for telecoms Andy Kerr 
released a response only 

after BT announced the deal. 
He said the deal was positive 
because it puts union officials 
“back in the room”.

But as the rep put it, the 
deal “Doesn’t seem to be a 
significant improvement or 
include a pay rise.

“All he’s achieved is he’s 
allowed to sit at the table and 
give his opinion on it.”

The rep added, “You can’t 
have a zero percent pay rise 
imposed. We had a crap pay 
deal in 2019. 

“The membership accepted 
it, but not  overwhelmingly, 
on the promise of jam 
tomorrow.”

Pressure
And, “BT will prioritise the 
closure of buildings close to 
each other. But at present I’ve 
got three offices all within 
40 minutes of each other. All 
that will do is increase the 
pressure.”

The rep said a “rebel band 
of areas” are now calling on 
CWU general secretary Dave 
Ward to intervene.

“The branches are angry,” 
the rep said. 

“The members gave a 97 
percent mandate to fight and 
the top official has rolled over 
and had his belly rubbed.”

BRUSH EELCTRICAL MACHINES

Workers told to sign 
contract on be sacked 
ENGINEERS EMPLOYED by 
Brush Electrical Machines 
(BEM) striking over fire and 
rehire cuts have now been 
threatened with a ‘sign or 
be sacked’ ultimatum.

The ultimatum came 
after it emerged that BEM, 
in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
Leicestershire, had been 
sold by venture capitalists 
Melrose to private equity 
firm One Equity Partners. 

The 30 engineers, in the 
Unite union, have been 
on continuous strike since 
25 May over attempts 
to shift them onto vastly 
inferior contracts.

They have now been told 
by BEM that if they do not 
sign the new contracts by 
24 July they will be sacked. 

The proposed contracts 
include reductions to 
overtime rates, allowances, 
holidays and other terms 
and conditions. It would 

result in a pay cut of 
between £10,000 and 
£15,000 a year, leaving 
them on wages that are well 
below industry standard.

Unite regional officer 
Lakhy Mahal said, “Brush 
Electrical Machines, known 
to be a ‘profitable, cash 
generative business’, is 
treating these workers 
disgracefully. These cuts 
would leave many unable 
to pay their bills.  

“The pandemic is being 
used as an opportunity 
by BEM’s management 
to attack the pay and 
conditions of a loyal and 
dedicated workforce. 

“Meanwhile, I sincerely 
doubt the company’s 
top brass are expected 
to tighten their belts.”

Unite has to make 
sure these workers win—
and not accept slightly 
smaller negotiated cuts.

BT WORKERS have power if they strike                                                                             

Actions for 
Palestine 
ACTIVISTS IN the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign (PSC) 
held a day of protests on 
Saturday calling for a boycott 
of sportswear company Puma.

The PSC is demanding 
that Puma ends its 
sponsorship of the Israel 
Football Association, which 
operates in settlements 
in the militarily occupied 
Palestinian West Bank.

Campaigners held 
stalls and protests outside 
Puma stores in several 
towns and cities.

Meanwhile, four activists 
in the Palestine Action 
Group occupied the site of 
an Elbit weapons factory in 
Tamworth, Staffordshire. 

They occupied the roof 
and smashed windows and 
property at the factory, 
which helps to manufacture 
Israeli drones and tanks.

It is the third time 
since February that 
Palestine Action has shut 
down this factory.

Interlaced at 
Clarks shoes
THE ENTIRETY of shoemaker 
Clarks’ operations in Street, 
Somerset, could strike over 
fire and rehire attacks. 

The Unite union, which 
represents around 200 
Clarks headquarters staff, 
said its members are 
considering strikes. 

They have been told 
they will be fired from 
their old employment 
contracts and rehired 
onto new inferior ones.

Clarks was taken over by 
private equity firm LionRock 
Capital earlier this year. 

Bosses have now said 
workers must accept 
reductions in overtime 
rates, sick pay, parental 
leave, redundancy packages 
and call out pay.

More than 100 Clarks 
warehouse staff, members of 
the Community Union, are 
also considering strikes.

Unite said that it will 
work with Community 
to coordinate action.

More strikers at the DVLA 
battle for Covid-19 safety
ANOTHER SET of workers 
in the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA) 
walked out this week as part 
of an ongoing programme 
of industrial action over 
workplace safety.

Workers in the casework 
and enforcement group at 
DVLA offices in Swansea 
struck on Monday and 
were set to strike again 
on Thursday and Friday.

Members of the PCS 
union are in a long-running 
dispute over bosses’ drive 
to force workers back into 
the office, despite more 

than 600 covid cases at 
the office since last year.

Workers in the Drivers 
Medical department, who 
renew driving licences, 
struck last week. 

Their action has caused 
a major backlog. But bosses 
have so far refused to 
halt the return to work.
lDonate to the strike fund. 
Name: Fighting Fund Levy. 
Account number: 20331490 
Sort code: 60-83-01, Reference: 
DVLA. Messages of support 
and invite strikers to speak 
at your union branch via 
responseteam@pcs.org.uk

nWORKERS AT delivery 
company Yodel say they 
are ready to strike over 
unworkable schedules 
and stolen annual leave. 

GMB union members 
across Britain are asking 
their union to ballot 
them for strikes.

Last September 84 
percent of the GMB’s 
1,000 members rejected 
a 1.5 percent pay offer.

The union warned 
the company must offer 
more or face strikes. 

Currently there is a severe 
shortage of lorry and van 
drivers due to the pandemic. 

A strike by Yodel workers 

would hit the company hard.
  

nFIVE WORKERS in the 
initial assessment unit for 
elderly residents in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, began 
a five-day strike on Monday.

The workers, in the Unite 
union, provide important 
services for people in 
need of assistance.

The workers are protesting 
at being terminated as 
council employees and 
a forcible transfer to 
Age UK East London. 

Unite said the move 
will reduce service 
quality for residents and 
needs to be stopped.

PALESTINEFOOTWEAR

ROUND-UP

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CIVIL SERVICE

Bexley bin workers hit at 
Serco with two-week strike
AROUND 140 bin workers 
began two weeks of strikes 
on Monday in Bexley, south 
east London, on Monday.

Effective picketing blocked 
scab trucks from leaving

Strikers work for 
outsourcer Serco. The refuse 
and cleaning contract has 
recently been retendered by 
the Tory-led council. But the 
workers’ Unite union says 
that Serco is the only bidder. 

The council plans to cut 
the cost of the contract by 
£2.5 million over five years. 

Workers are also angry 
at the company’s 2021 
pay offer of 1.5 percent. 

Bexley refuse workers 
earn much less than 
their counterparts in 
other areas of London. 

In neighbouring 
Greenwich, refuse staff 
earn a minimum of £13 an 
hour, compared to £10.25 
paid by Serco in Bexley, .

Unite regional officer 
Ruth Hydon said, “Serco has 
backed our members into a 
corner with their pathetic 
pay offer and refusal to 
pay owed back wages.”
lJoin the pickets, 5am-10am 
picket line each weekday until 
25 July at Thames Road Refuse 
Depot, Crayford, DA1 5QJ

Picketing on Monday  Picture: Guy Smallman
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A HUGE amount of smoke from the Bootleg Fire in Oregon can be seen for miles

As people face extreme weather across 
Canada and the US, Sophie Squire 
explores the developing nature of the 
climate crisis

EVIDENCE OF the grow-
ing climate crisis was 
rammed home in the 
United States this week. 
Wildfires, heatwaves and 
floods hit different parts 
of the country. 

Devastating droughts 
have hit the west of the US, 
 affecting 93 percent of the 
region. Some 59 percent 
of the area is experiencing 
“extreme drought”. These 
droughts are  threatening 
food production and have the 
ability to spark fires. 

A massive wildfire raged 
this week in the north west 
state of Oregon. 

Called the Bootleg Fire, it 
has burnt more than 143,000 
acres of land. 

Another wildfire named 
The Beckwourth Complex 
began in the state of Califor-
nia. It has grown to be over 

130 miles wide. Firefighters 
claim the air is so hot and 
dry, the water dropped from 
firefighting planes is evapo-
rating before it can hit the 
ground. 

The wildfires have forced 
thousands of people to evac-
uate. 

Residents have been urged 
to try and conserve energy as 
power lines were affected by 
the blaze. 

The fires have been fuelled 
by soaring temperatures. 
Temperatures rose to 54.4 
degrees celsius in California’s 
Death Valley. 

Some attribute heat-
waves that began last month 
in Canada and the Pacific 
 Northwest to a one-off 
extreme weather event. 

But a new study has found 
that scorching temperatures 
would not have been possi-

ble without climate change. A 
team of 27 climate scientists 
found climate change made 
such heatwaves 150 times 
more likely to occur. 

The weather event was 
described by some as being a 
once in a millennium event.

The group of scientists 
from World Weather Attribu-
tion suggested this once in a 
millennium event could occur 
every five to ten years if the 
world warms by another 1.4 

degrees celsius. Co-author of 
the study Gabriel Vecchi said 
temperatures “would go from 
essentially virtually impossi-
ble to relatively common-
place.”

The heatwave caused the 
deaths of hundreds of people. 
In the state of Oregon. On  
Wednesday of last week, 116 
people were reported to have 
died as a result. 

And the temperatures are 
also causing one of the  biggest 
glacier melts the state of 
Washington has experienced 
in 100 years. 

This could lead to floods 
and more risk of wildfires, 
experts say. 

On the east side of the 
country a tropical storm last 
week brought misery to hun-
dreds of thousands. 

Storm Elsa swept across 
the US, beginning its devasta-
tion in Florida, moving across 
to Georgia and then to New 
York. 

At least one person has 
been killed as a result. 

The storm caused flash 
flooding to begin last Thurs-
day in New York City. 

Videos of a submerged 
subway in New York went 
viral over the weekend. 

Commuters struggled to 
get through the dirty water, 
covering their feet with bags 
to keep them dry. 

Many residents are angry 
at the insufficient infrastruc-
ture in place to deal with the 
effects of the climate crisis.   

City council member, Mark 
Levine tweeted, “When a 
subway system floods because 
of heavy rain, it’s not a freak 
accident. 

“It’s the predictable result 
of neglect of infrastructure. 
Long past time this is fixed.

“Climate change is here,” 
he added. 

The US is in the grips of the 
climate crisis right now, and if 
immediate steps are not taken 
to mediate against its causes 
and effects, more people will 
suffer. 

Extreme weather events 
such as these in the US should 
serve as a warning and a call 
to action to build mobilisa-
tions at COP26 in Glasgow 
in November, and for climate 
strikes on 24 September.

Tropical storm Elsa floods Florida

Water dropped 
from firefighting 
planes is 
evaporating 
before it can hit 
the ground

‘‘ 

CLIMATE CHAOS SEES 
HEATWAVE AND FLOOD
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