
THE NHS is on the brink of 
disaster—and the Tories are 
to blame.

Boris Johnson’s reckless 
 relaxation of Covid restrictions 
has led once again to thousands 
of patients with coronavirus 
 filling hospital wards.

The sickest are in intensive 
care, where over 750 patients are 
reliant on ventilation machines.

Meanwhile, at home over 
five  million people are waiting 
 desperately for operations that 
may never come.

Many are forced to live in 
pain because years of cuts mean 
the health service can no longer 
cope.

Battle-scarred and shell-shocked 
NHS staff struggle daily to hold 
the system together.

Yet their efforts are rewarded 
with a pay rise so low that some 
will be hundreds of pounds worse 
off after a year of receiving it.

Linda, a mental health nurse 
in Glasgow, knows all this only 
too well. She has been drafted 
into hospitals at weekends to 

provide additional support to 
worn out workers.

“It’s been tough. It’s been 
exhausting and often makes you 
wonder if this will ever stop,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“This isn’t just about the 
 pandemic overwhelming the NHS. 
Understaffing is the main issue. 

“And we’ve been understaffed 
for a decade. It looks like it will 
continue for another decade.”

For Linda and thousands more, 
unions’ talk of a fight over pay 
could not come a minute too soon.
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lCOVID PATIENTS FILL WARDS AGAIN 
l5 MILLION WAITING FOR OPERATIONS 
lPAY INSULT TO HEALTH WORKERS 

POLICE

New powers 
will mean more 
bullying cops
AFTER PUSHING their racist 
borders and nationality bill, 
the Tories have moved on to 
increasing state repression.

Rules will be relaxed to 
“empower police to take 
more knives off the streets”. 
That means they’ll have more 
freedom to stop and search—a 
power used disproportionately 
against black people. 
>>Page 5

LGBT+

Thousands 
join protest to 
reclaim pride
A MARCH through 
central London last 
Saturday demanded 
LGBT+ liberation.

Organisers called the 
protest to demand a ban on 
conversion therapy, reform 
to the Gender Recognition 
Act and decriminalisation 
of LGBT+ people 
worldwide.
>>Page 3

TUNISIA

Protests trigger 
a crisis at the top 
of the regime
PROTESTERS across 
Tunisia demanded that the 
government step down.

Many celebrated after 
 president Kais Saied 
announced he would sack the 
government. Yet Saied has 
made moves to grab power 
for himself.
>>Page 20
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Greensill scandal report 
does its job and says little   
A REPORT into the disgraced 
 financier Lex Greensill’s relations 
with the government has only mildly 
criticised former Tory prime minister 
David Cameron—and handily blamed 
someone who is dead.

The official review is forced to admit 
that Greensill enjoyed a “sometimes 
extraordinary privileged” relationship 
with the British government.

He achieved this despite his ideas 
on supply chain finance providing no 
 obvious benefit to the state.

The inquiry, carried out by the 
 prominent lawyer Nigel Boardman, also 
criticised the way Greensill came to be 
appointed as a government adviser.

Boardman’s report is one of 13 
 investigations launched into Greensill’s 
role as an adviser. Boris Johnson’s task 
is to see if he can direct them all into a 
 whitewash of his predecessor.

Cameron frenetically lobbied the 
Treasury on behalf of Greensill last year 
for greater access to state-backed Covid-19 
loan schemes. Cameron told Boardman 

that Greensill Capital was paying him “a 
good amount of money every year” and 
he had equity and participated in a discre-
tionary uncapped bonus scheme.

But Boardman concluded that the 
former Conservative party leader “did not 
breach the current lobbying rules and his 
actions were not unlawful”. 

The Boardman inquiry, commis-
sioned by the Cabinet Office, said that 
Cameron’s lobbying last year was “not 
the right way for a former prime minister 
to engage with government”. However, 
the report found that Cameron was not 

responsible for bringing Greensill into 
government in 2012.

Instead it said that decision was “pri-
marily” at the behest of Lord Jeremy 
Heywood, the former cabinet secretary, 
who died in 2018. He had previously 
worked with Greensill in 2008 at Morgan 
Stanley, the US investment bank.

The Boardman review said Heywood 
supported Greensill in 2011 when 
he suggested he was leaving his then 
employer and was interested in working 
in government.

The report also confirmed that 
Heywood pushed successfully for 
Greensill to get a CBE several years later.

When Heywood was advised to refer 
Greensill’s appointment to an internal 
“approvals board”, he replied saying, 
“Sure—though it is bureaucracy gone 
mad!” Suzanne Heywood, the cabinet 
secretary’s widow, said, “The conclusions 
of this review are a convenient diversion 
from the embarrassment the collapse of 
Greensill Capital continues to cause this 
government.”

l THE LABOUR Party plans to cut 
up to 90 jobs because its finances 

are in crisis due to lost members.
David Evans, Labour’s general secretary, told 

the party’s national executive committee last 
week, “We don’t have any money.” He added 
its reserves are now down to just one month’s 
payroll.  
      Staff had been told earlier. According 
to LabourList website, “All kicking off 
in the staff WhatsApp group after the 
meeting, with staffers furious.”

 Army’s new tanks are 
too ‘troubled’ to kill 
A BRITISH defence minister 
has admitted for the first 
time that the government 
is “not 100 percent 
certain” that the problems 
facing its Ajax armoured 
vehicle programme are 
resolvable. Billions of 
pounds may be written off.

Jeremy Quin, 
procurement minister, 
described Ajax as a “troubled 
programme” in evidence 
to MPs last week. 

The Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) ordered 589 high-
tech Ajax reconnaissance 
vehicles from US contractor 
General Dynamics seven 
years ago in a deal worth 
£5.5 billion. The vehicles 
were meant to be ready 
for delivery from 2017 
but so far only 26 have 

been handed over. Troops 
testing them have reported 
hearing injuries.

Trials of Ajax were 
suspended last November. 
They restarted earlier this 
year with new measures 
including ear defenders. But 
the MoD stopped trials for 
a second time last month 
over “renewed concerns 
on the effects of noise”.

Good to see the 
machinery of death doesn’t 
work in this case.

MPs told off a bit for 
interfering in a trial  
SEVERAL Conservative 
MPs will be suspended 
from the Commons—
for a day—and told to 
apologise for trying 
to influence a judge in 
the trial of a colleague 
for sexual assault.

The temporary ban was 
handed down to Sir Roger 
Gale, Theresa Villiers 
and Natalie Elphicke—
the former partner of 
Charlie Elphicke. 

He was sentenced 
to two years in prison 
after being found 
guilty of three counts 
of sexual assault.

Two other Tory MPs—
Adam Holloway and Bob 
Stewart—were pressed 

to make a statement 
apologising for their 
behaviour in the chamber.

The MPs wrote 
to senior judges in 
November 2020 ahead 
of a hearing on the 
release of pre-sentencing 
character references 
for Charlie Elphicke.

They wrote to 
“express concern” 
about the hearing.

The Commons 
standards committee 
said the MPs “risked 
giving the impression 
that elected politicians 
can bring influence to 
bear on the judiciary, out 
of public view and in a 
way not open to others”.

Not just private 
equity—it’s...
THE chairman of Marks & 
Spencer, Archie Norman, 
has received a fee of 
£1.75  million to join the 
board of Bridgepoint, the 
newly floated private equity 
company.

Other insiders at 
Bridgepoint received 
an average payout of 
£2.3 million as they sold 
shares amid strong demand 
for the company stock. 

Bridgepoint shares rose in 
value by 29 percent on their 
first day of trading, adding to 
the wealth of those who had 
retained a stake in the firm.

Norman received the 
£1.75 million as an “initial 
fee”. He was required to 
use the after-tax proceeds 
of £962,500 to buy 
Bridgepoint shares, which 
were worth £1.24 million 
by the end of Wednesday 
last week. He will also 
receive £200,000 a year in 
remuneration for the role.

Three other new 
directors received 
signing-on fees of 
£500,000 each.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I also want to 
thank every 
Amazon 
employee and 
every Amazon 
customer 
because you guys 
paid for all this’
World’s richest man Jeff Bezos 
after his recent flight to space

 ‘Selfish, 
parochial and 
cowardly’
Simon Johnson, chair of 
Rugby Football League, after 
the Australia and New Zealand 
teams withdrew from the world 
cup in England because of 
surging Covid-19 cases

‘Even clowns have 
the right to speak’ 
Times columnist Rod Liddle 

‘This morning, 
a contributor 
on Radio 4 said 
that it is only 
ever posh people 
who say that the 
less fortunate 
people in our 
communities 
do not want to 
be told by posh 
people what to 
do, but in fact 
they do’
Lib Dem MP Wera Hobhouse
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lREMEMBER THE recent 
story about Southern 

Water being fined 90 million 
for dumping sewage illegally?

             Its chief executive has just been 
handed a £550,900 bonus. 
      Ian McAuley’s total 
remuneration, including  
salary and other benefits, is  
closer to £1 million and was 
revealed in the company’s 
annual report.

Ajax has tanked

David Evans

DAVID CAMERON and Lex Greensil 

Damian Green

Half cabinet 
minister again
TORY FORMER first 
secretary of state and 
minister for the cabinet 
office Damian Green went 
to the Latitude festival 
again last week. He 
enthralled the admittedly 
single figured audience with 
his fascinating views on the 
future of the music industry. 

Not for the first time he 
wore a Dukla Prague Away 
Kit  shirt—a reference to 
the b-side of Half Man Half 
Biscuit’s debut single, The 
Trumpton Riots. The song, 
All I Want For Christmas is 
a Dukla Prague Away Kit, 
is a retelling of adolescent 
Subbuteo squabbles. 

The song tells of playing 
games with a spoilt boy who 
has his own Dukla Prague 
away kit, and it ends with 
the same boy as an adult 
handing the singer his 
unemployment benefit.

Happily for former Work 
and Pensions Secretary 
Green, Half Man Half 
Biscuit’s 1985 debut album 
was called Back in the 
DHSS.  The odious Tory 
clearly knows this and 
sniggered into his swan’s 
blood at the wit of it all.



LGBT+ activist march in Hungary
THOUSANDS OF LGBT+ people 
took to the streets of Hungarian 
capital Budapest last Saturday for a 
Pride march to defend their rights 
against state repression.

Viktor Orban’s right wing 
government is trying to 
push through laws that 
would limit discussion 
of homosexuality 
and transgender 
issues in schools. 

A law passed in June 
also bans showing any 
content to children 
that includes anything 
on homosexuality or 
gender expression. 

Orban is planning 
to call a national 

referendum on the anti-LGBT+ 
law. He wants to ramp up bigotry 
and support for his attacks 
ahead of elections next year. 

“I’ve heard from a lot of 
LGBT+ people that are planning 

to leave the country, 
and won’t even 
wait for next year’s 
elections,” Budapest 
Pride spokesperson 
Jojo Majercsik said. 

“There will be many 
others for who the 
results of the elections 
will determine whether 
they stay or leave.”

Resistance to Orban’s 
oppression will be 
crucial to push him out.

Nazi Tommy 
Robinson 
loses libel 
case agaisnt 
teenager
FASCIST TOMMY Robinson 
last week lost a libel case 
brought against him by a 
Syrian teenager who was 
filmed being attacked at 
school.

The founder of the 
English Defence League 
(EDL) was sued by Jamal 
Hijazi. He was assaulted 
in the playground at 
Almondbury Community 
School in Huddersfield, 
West Yorkshire, in 2018.

A video of the incident 
went viral. Shortly 

afterwards Robinson 
claimed in two Facebook 
videos that Jamal was “not 
innocent and he violently 
attacks young English girls 
in his school”.

At a four-day trial in 
April, Jamal’s lawyers said 
Robinson’s comments 
had “a devastating effect” 
on the schoolboy and his 
family. Robinson, who 
represented himself, 
argued his comments were 
substantially true.

However, in a judgement 
delivered last Thursday, 
the judge ruled in Jamal’s 
favour and granted him 
£100,000 in damages.

Robinson was ordered to 
pay the costs of the libel 
action, but will not have to 
pay any money immediately 
as he is currently bankrupt.

Jamal’s lawyers said it 
had taken great courage for 
him to pursue the case.

“We are delighted that 
Jamal has been entirely 
vindicated,” said Francesca 
Flood from Burlingtons 
Legal. “Jamal and his family 
now wish to put this matter 
behind them in order that 
they can get on with their 
lives.

“They do however wish 
to extend their gratitude 
to the great British public 
for their support and 
generosity.” 

A further hearing will 
follow last Thursday’s 
judgment to consider the 
consequences of the ruling.

Thousands join protest 
to reclaim Pride for all 
by  ISABEL RINGROSE 

SEVERAL thousand joined the 
Reclaim Pride protest in central 
London last Saturday.  

It marched from Parliament Square 
to Hyde Park to demand  liberation—
and a return to the  radical roots of 
Pride.

The demonstration also insisted 
that Boris Johnson and his Tory 
 government to stop stalling on 
LGBT+ rights.

CJ told Socialist Worker that 
since they became open about their 
non-binary gender identity in the last 
year, they haven’t found a space they 
can go to.

“That’s why it’s important to be 
here,” they explained.

“And laws are being blocked, 
which is taking away our rights and 
ability to identify legally.”

Eve said, “It’s not enough to just 
do things at a minor level. We have 
to come out and be loud, make noise 
and shout to show we want change 
quicker.

Change 
“Tweeting, ‘Love is love,’ for a bit 
during Pride month isn’t going to 
help change my daily reality.”

CJ added, “Tokenism like that 
shows how we’ve lost Pride. It’s a 
 corporate party and a piss up.

“Ticketed events exclude me from 
something that’s meant to be inclu-
sive, where I have a space to feel safe.

“And it means working class 
people who can’t afford it are left out. 
That’s why more Prides like this are 
so important.”

Organisers called the pro-
test to demand a ban on LGBT+ 
 conversion therapy, reform to 
the Gender Recognition Act and 
 decriminalisation of LGBT+ people 
worldwide.

And also to show solidarity for 
LGBT+ refugees and with Black Lives 
Matter. Protesters chanted, “Pride is 
not for profit, keep your hands off it,” 
“Trans rights now,” and, “Stonewall 
was a riot, we will not be quiet.”

A range of union banners from 
NEU, Unite, UCU and the RMT also 
joined the march. It’s encouraging 
to see trade unionists supporting 
protests.

Charles, a UCU union member, 
told Socialist Worker he saw the 
union bloc and joined because “there 
was a sense of belonging”.

“It’s important my union is at 
 protests to support trans students 

who are vulnerable,” he explained. 
On the demonstration placards read, 
“No pride for some of us without 
 liberation for all of us,” and, “Gay 
liberation not rainbow capitalism.”

Will came to the protest to fight 
for trans rights. “We have to fight for 
each other.” he said. “Trans women 
like Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P 
Johnson started the movement.”

Melissa told Socialist Worker that 
people say things are “better” for 
LGBT+ people because there’s more 
visibility. But there is still work to do 
and trans and black people continue 
to face repression.

Many of the placards on the march 

called for ending the brutal practice 
of LGBT+ conversion therapy, which 
Melissa pointed out is not illegal.

Along with restrictions on puberty 
blockers, she said it’s clear that “if 
you don’t conform to the capitalist 
way of doing things you’re even more 
marginalised”.

Melissa explained that real 
 liberation means “more fluidity” 
for people’s sexuality and gender 
expression”.

The protest’s attempt to take Pride 
back to its radical roots is an impor-
tant sign that people want to fight 
back against the attacks on LGBT+ 
people.

Pride in Hungary

Reclaim Pride in central London  Picture: Guy Smallman

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter socialistworker.co.uk

lDownload WhatsApp to your phone 
lSave 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp 
lSend ‘start’ to the number

Tommy Robinson

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 28 July 2021



NHS unions 
could ballot 
for strikes 
after poor 
pay  insult
by YURI PRASAD

THE PROSPECT of tens of thou-
sands of health workers taking 
industrial action over pay took a 
step forward this week. Unions 
reacted furiously to the Tories’ 
measly 3 percent pay offer.

The unions’ anger reflects a huge 
wave of resentment among NHS 
workers who have struggled to hold 
the health service together through 
waves of coronavirus.

Leaders of the nurses’ RCN union, 
which had demanded a 12.5 percent 
rise, insisted “the profession will not 
take this lying down”.

They pointed to Treasury figures 
that expect inflation to rise to 3.7 
percent over the next year. That 
would make the offer less than infla-
tion—a real-terms pay cut.

The RCN organised an online 
mass meeting to explain how the 
offer will cut experienced nurses’ 
pay by over £200 in real terms.

The union is now asking members 
what action they would like to take 
in response.

Many senior figures talk openly 
about industrial action and tell 
union reps to make sure all mem-
bers’ records are up to date in readi-
ness for a ballot. 

Unison, Britain’s biggest health 
union, is also talking up the pros-
pects of action.

It announced on Monday that it 
will ballot its members over the offer 
which falls well short of the £2,000 a 
year increase it had demanded.

Union leaders will tell members 
that the offer is “not acceptable” and 
ask them whether they are prepared 
to take “lawful industrial action up 
to and including strike action”.

Strongest
This stance is not an outright rejec-
tion. But it is one of the strongest 
positions against an NHS pay offer 
that Unison has taken—and activ-
ists must grasp the opportunity it 
represents.

One long-standing nurse and 
union activist told Socialist Worker 
that Unison had “opened the door” 
and that everyone who wants better 

pay should take advantage of that.
“We need to follow the RCN and 

organise a mass online meeting for 
all Unison members in health.

“That would show how serious we 
are about this fight—and could offer 
a chance to people to express their 
anger at everything that people are 
experiencing at work.

“Health workers are at their wits 
ends. People are stressed out, frus-
trated and demoralised by what’s 
happened to their lives, their col-
leagues and friends—and the 
danger that understaffing poses to 
our patients. 

“A serious fight over pay could tap 
into that and turn it into anger.”

Game
Unison branches should also raise 
their game by organising online 
mass meetings for all workers. 
These can explain how badly the 
 government’s offer fails—and show 
how workers can fight back.

These initiatives must be backed 
by banner drops, leafleting events, 
ward rounds, mass postering and a 
huge social media campaign.

All of this can create an atmos-
phere for action—and make a 
strike ballot in the autumn a real 
possibility.

The Tories are on the defensive 
on every aspect of the NHS crisis. 
A strike for pay would galvanise 
the huge public support that health 
workers have.

We must not waste this chance to 
punish the government.

FACT BOX
The 3 percent offer will lead to 
some workers taking home less 
pay than now
lLong-standing workers near the 
top of their pay band might have 
to pay more towards their pension 
as a result of the increase
lFor them, the “pay rise” will be 
too small to cover that increase 
and they will end up out of pocket
lAmbulance staff receiving 
unsocial hours payments are 
particularly vulnerable

HEALTH WORKERS marched in early July 

‘People want to fight back,’ say 
health workers at online rally
OVER 100 health workers and 
their supporters joined an online 
rally of rank and file activists last 
week to help plan the battle for 
decent pay.

Organised by the group “NHS 
Workers Say No,” the meeting 
was chaired by long-standing 
Unison activist Karen Reissmann.

Everyone who joined was 
united in fury at the 3 percent 
pay offer and wanted to see 
unions taking action to win a pay 
rise of no less than 15 percent.

Libby, a nurse in Wales, told 
the meeting that there was a 
mood for action.

She said, “I recruited three 
more reps to Unison yesterday. 
It’s uplifting to see people 
wanting to fight back.

“We have to fight and win this 
ballot for a fair pay rise across 
the NHS.”

Intensive care nurse Dave 
agreed saying, “Everyone is 
absolutely furious. 

The mood amongst health 
workers is angry, we can mobilise 
on that and force the government 
to backtrack.” The meeting 

also heard from MPs and trade 
unionists who all offered their 
support and solidarity.

Leicester MP Claudia Webb 
told the meeting, “3 percent is 
grossly inadequate and shows 
the government’s hypocrisy.

“It doesn’t matter how many 
Tories clapped for the NHS if they 
don’t pay health workers fairly.

“The NHS is facing a staffing 
crisis which is not helped by 
this or by the government 
scrapping the nursing bursary 
that encouraged people into the 
health service. We can’t live in a 
society where health workers are 
underpaid and undervalued. We 
must fight against privatisation 
and for a 15 percent pay rise.” 

The meeting ended by 
planning a central London 
demonstration in Downing Street 
set for Friday of this week.

That a rank and file meeting 
can draw over 100 activists at 
short notice at the height of 
summer shows there is a real 
thirst for activity.

It shows the potential to 
pull together groups of health 

workers at every hospital and 
NHS workplace.

These networks can then start 
organising action over the pay 
claim and force even the slowest 
union branches to raise their 
game.

That in turn will apply more 
pressure on the national unions 
to throw themselves into the 
battle.

Only serious strikes involving 
tens of thousands of health 
workers will beat the Tories.

Wards, ambulances and 
trusts at breaking point
A “PERFECT storm” of 
Covid hospitalisations, 
high infection rates 
and massive demand 
for accident and 
emergency services is 
pushing the NHS to 
breaking point.

Years of 
underfunding meant 
the health service 
limped from crisis 
to crisis in the time 
before the pandemic.

Now, with Covid 
admissions rising 
by 30 percent over 
the last week, new 
dedicated wards have 
been reopened across 
the country. And more 
operations are being 
cancelled.

Newcastle upon 
Tyne Hospitals boss 
Jackie Daniel told staff 
last week they had 
been hit by a “perfect 
storm.” This is a 
combination of “high 

numbers of Covid 
patients in hospital, 
high Covid infections 
in the community, 
which is affecting 
staff and our families, 
unprecedented 
levels of urgent and 
emergency demand 
and peak holiday 
season, all of which 
comes after 18 months 
of exhausting work.”

There were over 
5,000 Covid-positive 
patients in hospital 
in Britain at the 
beginning of this 
week. That’s a level 
not seen since March. 

Some 699 patients 
are being ventilated, 
and many of them are 
in intensive care.

One intensive care 
unit nurse in South 
Yorkshire reported 
having 16 patients in 
ICU. It was a seven-
bed unit before the 

pandemic. “It feels 
like the government 
and most of the media 
have just thrown us 
to the wolves and are 
sticking their fingers in 
their ears shouting ‘the 
NHS will cope’,” they 
said.

The crisis is 
particularly sharp in 
ambulance services 
where some people 
are now waiting ten 
minutes before their 
emergency call is 
answered.

During that time 
no one in the service 
knows whether the 
patient is in desperate 
need of care.

Leaked data from 
West Midlands 
Ambulance Service 
showed that last 
week some patients 
had waited as long 
as 29 hours for an 
ambulance.

Flooding reveals weakness
A SIGN of how 
precariously balanced 
the NHS is came 
during flooding in east 
London this week.

Around 100 patients 
from Whipps Cross 
hospital in east London 
had to be evacuated 
after a power outage 
during heavy rain.

All planned surgery 
and appointments 
had to be cancelled as 
staff battled to transfer 
patients to nearby 
hospitals.

Desperate bosses 
were forced to call in 
extra staff. But with 
nearby roads littered 
with abandoned 
vehicles, it was difficult 
for workers to make 
it to the hospital.

Ambulances had to be 
diverted. 

But the nearest 
hospital, Newham 
General, was also 
forced to close its A&E 
and maternity units 
because of the effects 
of flooding. That major 
hospitals can be forced 
to close by a large 
downpour is itself a 
scandal.

We are paying the 
price for years of 
underinvestment and 
failed hospital building 
programmes.

Data sold on to Big Pharma
DEPARTMENT of 
Health bosses are 
continuing to sell 
patient data even 
after plans for a new 
commercial database 
were further delayed 
last month.

More than 40 
companies, including 
the world’s largest 
management 
consultancies and 
Big Pharma groups, 
have received detailed 
medical records from 
English hospitals.

NHS datasets 
that list patients who 

have been admitted, 
their diagnosis and 
treatment have been 
sold on during the past 
five years. 

The information 
includes details of 
patients’ mental and 
sexual health.

Sensitive data 
has also been 
shared with 43 
different commercial 
organisations, 
including widely-
hated management 
consultants 
McKinsey, and drugs 
firms Novavax and 

AstraZeneca. The 
credit referencing 
agency Experian has 
also been sticking its 
nose in.

IQVIA, a little-known 
US data company, 
is one firm that has 
bought NHS data. 

It was co-founded 
by drug mogul Arthur 
Sackler—whose family 
was responsible 
for the worldwide 
distribution of 
OxyContin.

That drug played a 
major role in the opioid 
crisis in the US.
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NEW POLICE POWERS WILL 
MEAN MORE BULLYING COPS

 A
FTER PUSHING their 
racist borders and 
nationality bill, the 
Tories have moved 
on to increasing state 

repression.
The government published 

new plans to put more police 
onto the streets and remove any 
conditions on stop and search 
powers.

They say their Beating Crime 
Plan is about “levelling up” areas 
of the country they deem to be 
troublesome.

Rules for cops will be 
permanently relaxed to 
“empower police to take more 
knives off the streets”. 

That means they’ll have more 
freedom to stop and search 
people at will—a power used 
disproportionately against black 
people.

The proposals also intend on 
expanding electronic monitoring 
tags for people released from 
prison—and even alcohol tags to 
monitor how much they drink.

And they will make unpaid 
work by offenders, such as 
cleaning the streets and public 
spaces, “more visible”—and more 
humiliating. The Home Office 
says half of all homicides last year 

were drug-related. So the Tories 
are using this to criminalise 
alcohol and drug users. 

They’re not interested in 
addressing why people turn to 
drug and alcohol abuse in the 
first place. The plans will throw  
£31 million at police to target 
gang leaders leading the drugs 
trade. 

This money could be used to 
rehabilitate people, rather than 
punishing them with a prison 
sentence.

Johnson said the government 
“cannot level up the country 
when crime hits the poorest 
hardest and draws the most 
vulnerable into violence”. But 
instead of tackling the roots 

of crime and poverty, the plan 
includes increased prison 
sentences and 20,000 extra cops.

Increased police powers don’t 
make ordinary people safer—
they just mean young, black and 
working class people face more 
bullying and harassment from the 
cops.

A recent study by the 
Runnymede Trust found that 
black people are nine times more 
likely to be stopped than white 
people. 

It said that in the year to 
March 2020, cops’ use of stop 
and search increased for the 
second year running. 

Yet only 4 percent of section 
60 stop and searches resulted 
in an actual arrest, and three 
quarters ended with cops taking 
no further action.

Meanwhile, the Labour Party 
is worried the plans won’t 
work—but only because cops are 
“demoralised” after not receiving 
a pay increase this year.

The Tories have no intention 
of solving poverty or helping the 
poor—their priority is to keep 
ordinary people in line with as 
much control as they can have.

The police and the Tories are 
the biggest criminals of all.

A VISION OF CATASTROPHE
 SCORCHING temperatures 

one week and flash flooding 
the next show that the 

climate crisis is well and truly here.
A heatwave last week meant 

that temperatures in some places 
exceeded 31 degrees Celsius. 

The heat led to further strain 
on hospitals already at the brink 
of collapse. A number of A&E 
departments reporting a marked 
increase in patients looking for care.  

Then came storms that led 
to flash flooding across London. 
These damaged homes and led to 

the suspension of infrastructure 
in some of the poorest parts of 
the city. Such extreme weather 
events are shocking. But the Tory 
government’s inability to plan for 
the crisis is even worse. 

Last year chancellor Rishi Sunak 
said flood defence spending would 
double to £5.2 billion. But many 
experts think this is simply not 
enough. 

And the Tories are not 
just failing to provide decent 
infrastructure. They are not just 
failing abysmally short on lowering 

emissions. They are making the 
crisis worse—even contemplating 
whether to approve opening up a 
new oil field in Scotland.

Then, in less than 100 days’ 
time, they will gather for the 
Cop26 climate change conference 
in Glasgow to pretend to do 
something to protect the planet.

The disastrous future they have 
in store for us is already beginning. 

We all have to get ready to 
protest against them when they 
welcome the world’s politicians to 
Glasgow.

Black people are 
nine times more 
likely to be 
stopped by cops 
than white people

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

The three phases of 
Biden’s presidency
SIX MONTHS into Joe Biden’s presidency, I would 
say attitudes towards him have gone through 
three phases—relief, surprise, and increasingly, 
disappointment.

Relief was motivated by two things—Biden wasn’t Donald 
Trump and he became president of the US on 20 January. 
The latter wasn’t a sure thing. 

Trump ran Biden very close in the election, and then his 
fascist followers seized the Capitol in Washington on  
6 January to force Congress to reverse the result. They failed 
miserably, but the US ruling class viewed that day as an 
example of the social and racial polarisation they had created.

Surprise, Biden set out to address that polarisation. In his 
first weeks in office, he unveiled a series of programmes.

These included state investment, designed to improve 
physical infrastructure, social welfare and increase economic 
opportunities for the poorest. This higher expenditure is to be 
funded by a mixture of borrowing and taxation of the rich.

Biden’s ambition is both to heal social division and to 
enhance the competitiveness of US capitalism, especially 
against China. He’s also attacked the way the Big Tech 
corporations dominate markets. He said, “Capitalism 
without competition isn’t capitalism. It’s exploitation.”

Biden doesn’t get the capitalist system that he’s served all 
his life. The pressure of competition forces firms to cut costs 
by increasing the level of worker exploitation.

If he wants to make US capitalism more efficient against 
its rivals, workers will be squeezed more, undermining his 
efforts to reduce social polarisation.

Sanctions
So now, not surprisingly, we’ve reached the stage of 
disappointment. This arises partly because Biden is 
continuing Trump’s foreign policy. 

This means not only maintaining the hard line against 
China but also continuing the blockade against Cuba that 
Trump intensified. Biden introduced new sanctions last week.

This is the reverse of the policy that the last Democratic 
president, Barack Obama, pursued to improve relations 
between the US and Cuba. 

One explanation for this shift is that Biden is trying to 
appease the powerful right wing Cuban lobby in Florida. He 
wants to shore up the Democratic Party in this important 
state and to win the votes of its Republican senators and 
congresspeople for his programme.

This brings us to the most important reason for 
Disappointment. Biden makes much of his skills at 
negotiating deals with the Republicans.

This is how he is trying to get his programme through 
Congress, which the Democrats only very narrowly control.

The problem is that the Republicans have very little interest 
in negotiating. Trump remains hugely popular among the 
party’s base. And the Republicans in Congress and the state 
legislatures are doing what they can to sabotage Biden’s 
programme and to prevent poor people of colour from voting.

They hope in this way to repeat what they did to Bill 
Clinton in 1994 and Obama in 2010—win enough seats in 
the mid-term elections next year to deprive the Democrats of 
control of Congress. 

We would be back to gridlock in Washington, but this 
time with the Republicans radicalising to the right.

But gridlock is in many ways the default position set by 
the oligarchic, racist Constitution of the United States. It is 
designed to make it easy for representatives of the 50 states 
to block legislation.

Currently, the Republicans completely control 23 states, 
with governors and both houses of legislatures. They also 
have an effective veto, via what is called the filibuster, over 
legislation in the Senate. Biden has refused to challenge this.

Biden models himself on Franklin Roosevelt’s New 
Deal in the 1930s. Ira Katznelson shows in an important 
historical study, Fear Itself, that Roosevelt was only able to 
get economic and social reforms through Congress by a deal 
with racist Southern senators and congresspeople.

He left the segregationist Jim Crow system in their states 
untouched. Change came 25 years later with the Civil Rights 
Movement.

So what will come after Disappointment with Biden? 
Maybe anger will be next.

Starmer’s Labour relaunch 
promises bosses handouts
by NICK CLARK

KEIR STARMER and his 
deputy leader Angela 
Rayner staged yet another 
re-launch of his failing 
leadership on Monday.

But their weak promises 
came after a renewed assault 
on Labour’s own members 
and activists.

Starmer claimed Labour’s 
“new deal for working 
people” campaign is meant to 
“fundamentally change our 
economy to make it work for 
working people.”

In an article published just 
before the launch, he talked 
about problems working class 
people face.

“Family incomes have 
 stagnated, millions of people 
are stuck in insecure work, 
and in-work poverty is at a 
record high—with one in six 
working families in poverty,” 
he said.

“The pandemic has bru-
tally exposed these injustices, 
but they have been growing 
for years.”

Yet Starmer and Rayner 
offered almost nothing to 
tackle any of that, except 
the possibility of future 
announcements “in the 
coming months”.

Instead, Starmer wrote 
vaguely of “five principles of 
good work.”

“We want to see better, 
fairer workplaces where 
workers have full rights from 
day one on the job,” he said. 
He also repeated that Labour 
wants a “jobs promise” for 
young people—but still 
hasn’t said what that means.

The few concrete promises 
he made were policies Labour 
had already announced.

This included a £10 an 
hour minimum wage—first 
promised under the previ-
ous leader Jeremy Corbyn in 
2018.

He also said Labour would 
outlaw “fire and rehire”—
where bosses sack workers 
to re-employ them on worse 
terms.

These promises came 
alongside concrete proposals 
to help bosses.

Starmer said Labour would 
“use government contracts to 
support British businesses, so 
that we buy, make and sell 
more in Britain.”

And he spoke vaguely of 
“a fair and level playing field 
on tax between multinational 
giants and local businesses.”

The announcements on 
Monday come as the Labour 
Party lags behind the Tories 
in opinion polls. This is 

the second “relaunch” of 
Starmer’s Labour this year.

Rayner said coronavirus 
presented “a fork in the road, 
and as we recover from the 
pandemic, we need to take 
this opportunity to deliver a 
new deal for working people.

“Under the Conservatives 

we have a broken economic 
model defined by insecure 
work, low wages and in-work 
poverty,” she said.

Starmer used the same 
phrases in a speech in 
February that he presented 
as a break from Tory politics.

In reality, his speech was 

full of promises of handouts 
to big businesses, such as tax 
cuts and bailouts.

Starmer is desperate to 
show bosses they can trust 
Labour to protect their prof-
its. That’s why his occasional 
talk of workers’ rights is 
always matched by promises 
to the bosses.

And it’s why he’s failed 
repeatedly to challenge the 
Tories as they put profit 
above people’s lives.

LABOUR LEADERS Keir 
Starmer and Angela 
Rayner  (top) hope that 
bosses will be pleased 
with their ‘buy British’ 
campaign (left)

Labour purges the party’s left
THE LABOUR Party’s 
national executive 
committee (NEC) last 
week voted to ban party 
members from supporting 
four left wing groups.

Just ten NEC members 
voted against all the 
proposed bans. Labour 
is in a financial crisis as 
thousands of members 
have quit or stopped 
paying membership fees.

As they sack workers 
Labour has launched 
a drive to recruit new 
temporary workers on 
worse pay and conditions. Opposing Labour’s witchunt

More on line
For more on Labour, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk
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Mental health affecting 
pupils’ exam results
by SAM ORD

PUPILS EXPERIENCING poor 
mental health are over three 
times less likely to achieve five 
GCSEs at grades A*-C, or 9-4, 
than their peers.

And working class children face 
mental health issues on a dispropor-
tionate scale.

The Millennium Cohort Study 
found that the poorest children 
are 4.5 times more likely to suffer 
severe mental health issues than the 
richest.

Researchers from the National 
Centre for Social Research (NatCen) 
also outlined how children from 
poorer backgrounds are more likely 
to face the greatest challenges when 
trying to “catch up”.

NatCen warned how pupils now 
face a “double hit” to their education 
as the pandemic has disrupted both 
their learning and mental health. 

It also discovered a link between 
mental health difficulties and 
 educational attainment at age 16.

Researchers analysed responses 
from 1,100 children aged 11-14, 
discovering that mental health 
problems are more likely to affect 
boys’ educational attainment.

Poverty
In the study, factors that affect 
mental health were controlled for, 
such as poverty and child-parent 
relationships. 

But even then, children with 
mental health difficulties were 
still twice as likely to not gain 
five GCSEs, including maths and 
English.

The NatCen study argues that 
improving mental health can 
narrow the attainment gap at GCSE 
level.

Dr Neil Smith who led the study 
said, “As the school year comes to 
an end, young people are facing 
a double hit to their educational 
prospects. 

“First, disruption to schooling 
caused by the pandemic has directly 
impacted on learning. 

Second, the pandemic has 
adversely affected many young 
 peoples’ mental health.

“It’s likely those whose mental 
health was affected the most by the 
pandemic will face greater difficul-
ties in making up for learning time 
that’s been lost.”

The government claims that they 
are pumping £950 million to sup-
port pupil’s needs. But this doesn’t 
go nearly far enough.

Austerity is partly to blame for 
poorer children being more likely 
to suffer mental health difficul-
ties, and as such, underachieve in  
school. 

Budget cuts to NHS mental 
health services have led to under-
staffing, so many go without help. 

As a result mental health services 
are overwhelmed by the increase 
of cases and the rescheduling of 
appointments due to pandemic 
safety restrictions. 

Long waiting lists mean it can be 
months or years before a pupil in 
distress can have an appointment 
with a mental health professional.

As cases continue to rise,  pressure 
will be piled into the home and 
exacerbate existing problems.

Parents are being forced into 
unsafe workplaces, and the Tories 
want to cut Universal Credit £20 
top-up soon.

The easing of restrictions will 
present a new wave of the mental 
health crisis.

It will take a fight to push the 
Tories to fund  children’s mental 
health services properly.

On other pages...
Border crossings asylum and 
migration >>Page 10&11

WORKING CLASS children are most likely to be affected by poor mental health

Posh schools lobby to get 
pupils into universities
PRIVATE SCHOOLS have 
been lobbying universities to 
accept their students on to 
prestigious courses—even if 
their grades are too low to see 
them qualify automatically.

Teachers are awarding 
A-Level grades themselves this 
year, meaning schools already 
know what grades each of 
their pupils has achieved .

But rich schools are using 
disruption to A-Levels exams 
caused by the pandemic, 
 and the two-week gap before 
results are published, to ensure 
their students are given  
a place.

Barnaby Lenon is the 
chairman of the Independent 
Schools Council that 
represents 1,300 schools.

 He is also the former 
headmaster of Harrow— 
the £14,555 a term 
private school. 

He said that some schools 
sent pleading letters on behalf of 
pupils who had dropped a grade.

Posh schools have mostly 
targeted Russell Group 
universities, including 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

These dodgy deals show 
how it’s one rule for the 
rich, and another for us.

Keep up 
strikes in 
Southend
STRIKES ARE likely to 
continue after the summer 
holidays at Alleyn Court 
Preparatory School in 
Southend, Essex.

Teachers in the NEU union 
struck for six days across 
July over plans to remove 
their access to the Teachers’ 
Pension Scheme.

Workers also claim the 
Alleyn Court Educational 
Trust who run the school are 
threatening them with “fire 
and rehire”.

NEU members at the school 
have voted for further strikes. 
Union leaders have warned 
the school that teachers are 
prepared to fight into the 
autumn term if the trust 
refuses to withdraw attacks.

The strike had been 
weakened by Alleyn Court 
management temporarily 

hiring retired and unqualified 
teachers to take over affected 
classes.

But teachers stayed strong 
on picket lines and held 
homemade signs reading, “We 
teach children to have their 
own say—now it’s our turn.”

Disruption
NEU regional secretary Paul 
McLaughlin said, Alleyn Court 
Educational Trust “have an 
income of over £3 million and 
our estimate is that it would 
take less than £20,000 to 
resolve the ongoing dispute.

“The last thing that children 
need, at the start of the new 
academic year, is further 
action with the inevitable 
disruption to their education.

“During the recent 
industrial action, the school 
brought in retirees and 
unqualified teachers to cover 
lessons, this cannot be a 
substitute for experienced and 
qualified teachers.”

Staff have been building 
up support with parents and 
local residents and look set 
to remain resilient to bosses’ 
attacks. They must carry on 
their fight against the bosses’ 
plans.

On the picket like outside Alleyn 
Court Preparatory School
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Protests 
erupt in Iran 
over water 
shortages
A new wave of resistance against the 
government is sweeping the country, 
reports Nick Clark

PEOPLE IN south west Iran 
have protested and fought with 
police for more than a week 
over a water shortage crisis.

The protests are the product of 
an incendiary mix of US-imposed 
 economic sanctions, climate change, 
and Iranian state corruption.

Iranian police have killed 
at least three people in the 
Khuzestan  province and another in 
 neighbouring Lorestan.

The crisis has left ordinary people 
with a shortage of drinking water, 
and has damaged farmers’ crops.

I ranian pres ident  Hassan 
Rouhani has already apologised for 
a related energy crisis, which has 
caused power cuts and blackouts. 

He said a drought affecting Iran 
had both halted production in 
hydroelectric power stations, and 
increased demand for electricity.

The blackouts also caused people 
across Iran to protest late last month 
and earlier this month, including in 
the capital city Tehran.

The Iranian government says 
rainfall has fallen by 52 percent 
from last year. 

But many ordinary people 
 protest ing a lso  accuse the 
 government of “mismanagement” 
and neglect.

Sanctions
Iran has faced years of punishing 
sanctions imposed by the US, which 
have fuelled economic crises and 
made ordinary people suffer.

They’re part of a decades-long 
attempt by the US to isolate Iran, 
which is a challenge to its control 
of the Middle East.

At the same time, Iran’s rulers 
have tried to “open up” parts of the 
country’s economy to the market, 
with industries and businesses  
run by state-linked private firms.

Protesters blame the shortage on 
the construction of more than 100 
dams by companies owned by or 
linked to the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corp. 

The Revolutionary Guards is 
a powerful military and political 
arm of the state. Even parts of the 

Iranian  government say many of the 
dams are unnecessary, drying up 
rivers, diverting them, or allowing 
water to evaporate.

Protesters in Khuzestan point out 
that the province has several large 
rivers—and demand to know where 
the water has been diverted to.

The protests come after a wave 
of strikes by oil workers in the same 
province.

Khuzestan is a centre of the 
 petrochemicals industry central to 
Iran’s economy. 

Much of the fuel produced there 
is sold outside Iran. Meanwhile its 
workers suffer low pay and poor 
conditions.

The protests are also the latest 
in a series of demonstrations, 
strikes and riots over poverty and 
 corruption in Iran over the last few  
years.

As with all of the protests, the 
US—which backs dictators across 
the Middle East—pretends to sup-
port them for its own advantage. 

It often tries to present any 
 protest as opposition to the regime 
and support for the West.

But protests and strikes don’t 
show support for the US, which 
many ordinary Iranians know has 
spent decades punishing them.

Instead they are resisting a 
system that oppresses and exploits 
workers.

BRAZIL

Demonstrations demand Bolsonaro out
ANGRY PROTESTS have 
continued in Brazil as far right 
president Jair Bolsonaro’s 
popularity plummets.

Demonstrators took to the 
streets in several Brazilian cities 
last Saturday. Many of those on 
the streets are angry about how 
Bolsonaro and the Brazilian 
government have handled the 
pandemic. 

Protester Marcos Kirst from 
Sao Paulo said that they attended 
the protest “to react to the 
genocidal government that we 
have, that has taken over our 
country.”   

Bolsonaro has played down the 
severity of the virus and refused 
to call for restrictions until 
months after the pandemic hit. 

Brazil’s coronavirus death toll 

now stands at over 540,000— the 
second highest in the world after 
the US. 

There is also anger about the 
inefficiency of the vaccination 
programme, which has only 
managed to fully vaccinate 17 
percent of the population so far. 

Bolsonaro is under increased 
pressure since allegations of 
corruption in the buying of 
vaccines surfaced last month. 

A recent poll conducted by 
polling institute Datafolha 
found that 54 percent of 
Brazilians support Bolsonaro’s 
impeachment, compared with 
42 percent who would oppose it. 

It is clear that support for 
Bolsonaro is falling. More 
protests and resistance could kick 
him out for good. 

JAPAN

Covid spreads as Olympic Games continue
HUNDREDS OF people gathered 
outside the 2020 Olympic Opening 
Ceremony in Tokyo, Japan, last 
Friday to highlight the danger of 
running the games during the 
pandemic

Protesters chanted, “What do we 
want? Cancel the Olympics” and 
placards read, “Olympic money for 
Covid-19” and “Bread, not circuses”.

Opposition to the Games is huge 

among Japan’s population, with 
over 80 percent wanting to scrap or 
delay the events. 

This is particularly true in Tokyo 
which is well into its fourth wave of 
infections.

Less than ten percent of people 
in Japan are fully vaccinated. And 
the country has a large population 
of older people who are particularly 
vulnerable.

Some 127 Olympic athletes, 
team members and officials have 
caught the virus since arriving in 
Japan, despite strict restrictions 
within the Olympic camp.

The opposition has forced the 
Games to adopt safety some 
measures. But protesters are 
demanding cancellation to stop the 
games becoming a “super spreader 
event.”

Strikes and protests are fighting against Hassan Rouhani’s government 

Protests in Rio last Saturday

Protesters have clashed with police
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Tories owe 
Keir Starmer
IN THE light of the 
Labour Party’s financial 
difficulties perhaps Keir 
Starmer could go cap in 
hand to the Tories. 

After all Starmer has 
been the Tories’ biggest 
asset to date and could 
continue to be so with 
an agreed fee. 

Lynda Baldwin
On Facebook

lTALK ABOUT drab. 
Labour hasn’t a chance 
with Starmer at the 
helm and I say that as a 
party member.

Chris Smith
On Twitter

Say yes to 
vaccine pass
YOU SAY we should 
oppose vaccine 
passports (Socialist 
Worker, 21 July). 

But making the 
decision not to be 
vaccinated—medical 
reasons excepted—is 
surely an antisocial act. 

The virus has been 
around long enough for 
all to be aware of the 
issues at stake.

Please tell me 
why a covid passport 
for crowded inside 
gatherings is a bad idea.

Nigel Whitten
On Facebook

lYOUR ARTICLE is 
slightly missing the 
point. It is criminal to 
jettison the protections 
we have. There should be 
no opening of nightclubs, 
any other indoor 
gatherings, or large-scale 
outdoor events. 

Instead Socialist 
Worker joins with 
Starmer and the Tory 
right. It’s about Covid 
guys, not your “rights.”

Philip Foxe
On Facebook

Protests that 
led to Genoa
I ENJOYED your feature 
on the Genoa protest 
(Socialist Worker, 21 
July). Wasn’t there a 
similar incident earlier 
in Gothenburg? The 
police shot a protester 
there too. That in turn 
followed the Jubilee 
2000 demonstrations in 
Britain.

The churches actaully 
started the whole thing. 
They didn’t intend it to 
become a platform for 
revolutionary politics. 

But it shows you 
never know what will be 
the spark that causes 
the explosion.

Jason Pike
On Facebook

Tory policies risk the health 
of migrants and black people
EVERYONE IS entitled to sign up 
with a GP regardless of 
immigration status.

But as a survey for Channel 4 
News revealed, the majority of GP 
surgeries in England and Wales 
refused to register an 
undocumented migrant.

When a member of its 
congregation was unable to 
register to access the coronavirus 
vaccine, St Barnabas Church in 
Walthamstow, east London, took 
matters into its own hands. 

It organised two pop up clinics 
that explicitly welcomed people 
without status, were homeless, or 
without secure accommodation.

The clinics were booked up 
immediately, with people coming 
from across London and beyond.

Campaigners are calling on the 
government to give meaningful 
support to GPs to register 
undocumented patients.

Fear
Many migrants, though, still fear 
accessing the NHS, having their 
status checked and facing huge 
bills for hospital treatment. 

If bills are not paid in quite a 
short time, this is reported to the 
Home Office and can be grounds 
for deportation.

Although treatment for 
coronavirus is free, additional 
complications can be subject to 
charges. 

We should all campaign for the 
ending of NHS hostile environment 
regulations. 

They are damaging to both 
individual and public health, and 

normalise the idea of charging for 
NHS care, which fits the Tories 
privatisation plans.

Jim Fagan
East London

lI WAS encouraged by Manchester 
Mayor Andy Burnham’s decision to 
maintain the use of masks on the 
city’s Metrolink system.

But I find it incredibly sad that 
other public transport systems—
mostly buses—will not be 
enforcing a mask policy.

This decision gives renewed 
meaning to the old phrase, living 
“on the wrong side of the tracks.”

In Manchester, that’s areas such 
as Moss Side, Hulme, Whalley 
Range and large parts of 
Wythenshawe. 

All of these have no Metrolink 
system in place. 

The Wythenshawe Hospital has 
the Metrolink. 

But the absence of tram 
facilities at other NHS sites such as 

the Manchester Royal Infirmary 
means that a lot of workers rely on 
bus services to get to and from 
work. 

There are also racial and class 
dimensions to this. 

Moss Side, Hulme and Whalley 
Range are known to have high 
percentages of black and Asian 
residents. 

Along with Wythenshawe, they 
are also predominantly working 
class. 

Anyone who has done nursing 
training will be familiar with the 
basic principles of cross-infection, 
cross-contamination and infection 
control. 

These are all principles where 
risk can be remedied with 
measures such as mask wearing. 

The government’s decision to 
lift restrictions and mask-wearing 
requirements means these are no 
longer anyone’s responsibility.

Hussein Al-alak
Manchester

Welcome  
the big ride 
IT IS always good to see the 
detailed reporting on 
Palestine in Socialist 
Worker.

The Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC) is the 
British partner of the 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions Campaign 
launched in Palestine, and 
all of our actions are 
informed by these links. 

Earlier this month we 
had a BDS day against 
sportswear company Puma, 
but also a large student 
demo in London, and a day 
of lobbying MPs. 

We are pushing the best 
MPs to start using the term 
apartheid to describe Israel. 

On Sunday of this week, 
the Big Ride for Palestine is 
set to end in a park in 
Tower Hamlets, east 
London. 

This is a major victory 
because two years ago 
Tower Hamlets council 
refused us permission to 
use a park. 

The council deemed the 
event possibly antisemitic 
under the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) definition. 
The definition is often used 
to claim that calling Israel 
racist, or calling for a 
boycott, is antisemitic

Socialists should join 
PSC and get involved in 
local actions. There has 
been a big upsurge in 
membership since the May 
atrocities by Israel.

Sybil Cock
East London PSC

Greet the Big Ride for 
 Palestine, 4pm, Mile End Park, 
Tower Hamlets, E3 4QY

Labour’s 
limitations 
THE LABOUR Party’s 
expulsion of four left wing 
groups last week is clearly a 
continuation of Keir 
Starmer’s ruthless attack on 
the left within the party.

But these purges raise 
questions about the 
viability of the political 
tactic of trying to enter and 
transform Labour.

Socialism is not about 
electing left wingers to 
office, it is about building a 
genuine working class 
movement from below.

This task requires 
revolutionaries to work 
with labour party members 
in the struggle and prove to 
them in practice that we 
can win.

Patrick Wakefield
Sheffield

Just a 
thought...

Manchester trams don’t serve some of the city’s working class areas 
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BORDER  
CROSSINGS
ASYLUM AND 
MIGRATION
T

HE TORIES are stepping 
up their attacks on peo-
ple who cross the Channel 
to seek safety of a better 
life. Some 8,461 migrants 
made the crossing in 

2020—a figure that has already been 
reached this year. 

It shows how problems worldwide are 
forcing people to leave their homes. And 
we need to defend their right to come 
here.

Home secretary Priti Patel has previ-
ously pledged to make Channel  crossings 
“unviable”, with new legislation that will 
make it a crime to knowingly arrive in 
Britain without permission.

The Nationality and Borders Bill, 
which is currently being pushed through 
parliament, will mean migrants entering 
without permission could face up to four 
years in prison. 

But the total number of asylum 
 seekers applying in Britain has dipped 

by three times since it hit over 60,000 
in the early 2000s.

So when Patel claims the system 
“can’t cope” or “is overwhelmed” it’s a 
lie. 

And even if more refugees were 
 looking to seek asylum, there should 
be the infrastructure in place to support 
them all.

A bureaucratic asylum system, derelict 
accommodation and a racist  government 
await those who have travelled a long 
and deadly journey,  escaping horrors, to 
get to safety.

War, poverty and persecution explain 
why thousands flee to Britain. 

But ministers demonise vulnerable 
migrants, who provide them with a 
scapegoat for the problems the Tories 
and their system have caused.

Despite Patel’s protests, refugees can’t 
just “go home” to war-torn countries 
where they face death or torture.

One refugee who escaped Yemen told 
Socialist Worker he was forced to leave 
in April 2018. 

He spent three years on the Greek 
island of Chios in the “jungle” camp and 
then travelled to Britain where he was 
recently given refugee status.

“Yemen has been witnessing the worst 
humanitarian crisis in the world for five 
or six years because of war,” he said.

“There are many problems and the 
country has been divided. Militias are 
controlling different parts of Yemen.

“If anyone opposes them because of 
thoughts or beliefs they can be exposed 
to persecution and death. Sometimes 
they’re jailed for long times or, they’re 

tortured. Many people in Yemen have 
to leave to escape the situation or start 
a new life in other countries.”

The refugee explained that in his 40s, 
“I didn’t imagine that I’d leave my own 
country. 

“But the situation in Yemen meant I 
had to leave, I had no choice.”

To claim asylum in Europe for refugee 
status, asylum seekers have to get here. 
But travelling by lawful routes often 
requires visas—and there are no visas 
available for those fleeing persecution.

A tiny number of refugees are 
 permitted to resettle from refugee 
camps. Just one percent worldwide 
are granted refugee status through this 
method.

Patel wants to push migrants back 
over Europe’s borders. Despite what the 
Tories say, neither the 1951 Refugee 

Convention nor EU law requires a ref-
ugee to claim asylum in the first safe 
country in which they arrive.

The EU’s Dublin Regulations allows 
one EU country to require another to 
accept responsibility for an asylum claim, 
but Britain is no longer bound by this.

Claims that the system is clogged by 
endless cases is another myth. 

The system is clogged because of 
deliberate delays by the Home Office. 
Applications have dropped, but wait 
times have gone up.

Fleeing torture for being a politi-
cal opponent, or running from a death 
sentence for being LGBT+ won’t stop 
because of Patel’s laws.

Refugees who come to Britain don’t 
“choose” it as a “preferred” destina-
tion—otherwise, the majority would 
choose to settle here.

In reality refugees come because they 
have family here, or because they have 
an understanding of English. 

Patel also attempts to create a divide 
between good and bad migrants, 
 pretending to be acting in the interests 
of those she deems genuine.

Every asylum seeker is looking for a 
new and better life and if that includes 
a job, home and family they should have 
the right to access this.

The majority of asylum seekers do not 
have the right to work, so are forced to 
rely on state support.

Allowance is currently set at £39.63 
per person, per week. Asylum seekers 
are left in limbo, dehumanised while 
they wait for news from the Home Office 
for weeks, months and even years.

War, poverty  
and persecution 
explain why 
thousands flee  
to Britain’

‘‘ 
Migrants held by 
Border Patrol in Kent 
last week

Patel forces migrants into unsafe situations

 P
RITI PATEL proclaims 
that due to the 
numbers of people 
dying trying to cross 

the Channel, action must 
be taken to prevent asylum 
seekers from falling into the 
hands of smugglers.

Smugglers exist because 
of the laws that prevent other 
routes to asylum. 

Around 300 asylum seekers 
have died in the last 20 years 
making the journey. 

Yet in 2020 five times as 
many asylum seekers died in 
Home Office accommodation 
than the official number 
who died trying to cross the 
Channel that year.

And for smugglers, closing 
off the amount of legal and 
safe routes will only see more 
people relying on alternative 
routes. 

Hoping to deter migrants 
from making the crossing fails 
to understand why people take 
such risks making the journey 
to asylum.

Hossein escaped from Iran 
in 2015. 

He told Socialist Worker 
that because of his family’s 

politics, his father was 
executed, and his brother was 
taken by the government in 
the middle of the night.

He was only 14 or 15 at the 
time. His mother and uncle 
arranged for him to be passed 
onto smugglers. 

After being smuggled 
through multiple countries, 
Hossein ended up in Dunkirk 
after around ten days.

“I didn’t know where I 
was,” he said. “In the refugee 
‘Jungle’ people explained that 
I was in France. I stayed there 
for ten months trying to come 
to Britain. It was really hard.

“There was no food, unless 
volunteers brought it, and 
when sleeping in the jungle 
you never know if you’re going 
to wake up. Every night I was 
trying to cross to Britain every 
way possible.”

Eventually, Hossein made it 
in a freezer truck. “The truck 
was minus 18 to 20 degrees 
Celsius, it was really cold,” he 
said.

“I remember praying, saying 
I hope the driver wakes up 
to tell us to go back to the 
jungle. I was freezing to death. 

In Calais they did checks and 
I remember I felt so happy 
because I thought we’d got 
caught.

“But they shut the door 
because they saw too much 
cold smoke and probably 
thought there’s no 
 way anyone would go in 
there.”

Hossein was inside the 
freezer for some 15 hours. 
“Another two minutes and 
I would’ve been dead,” he 
recalled. I couldn’t move, I was 
frozen.

“When I think about how 
I survived, I don’t know—it 
always feels unbelievable.”

The risks asylum seekers 
take to get to Britain shows 
their fear of what they are 
fleeing and the determination 
to find some safety.

More police spells disaster 
for refugees in France

 T
HE TORIES have now made 
a £54.2 million deal with 
France in an attempt to 
reduce the number of 

crossings. It will fund a doubling of 
police patrolling beaches in France.

This follows a £28.2 million deal last 
November.

Numbers in Calais have dropped 
since the jungle was demolished in 
October 2016. Attempts to build 
temporary and smaller camps or 
settlements are ripped apart by 
aggressive French police or the CRS—
militarised riot police.

Their batons, boots and tear gas are 
boosted by British government funding.

There is a systematic attempt to 
make life as hard as possible for 
refugees who are on the last part of 
their journey.

Constant police harassment makes 
it impossible to settle in one place. 
Regulations, such as food distribution 
being banned in Calais town centre, 
make it hard to help the dispersed 
migrants.

Boulders and stoppers are put up to 
prevent refugees from sleeping in shop 
doorways or covered areas. 

Under bridges it’s impossible to put 
up a tent, as steel barriers are erected.

Huge fences close off an area that 
was once a settlement and following an 
eviction, bulldozers flatten the area.

The idea is to make people 
disappear.

 Alex Cupid works as a volunteer in 
Calais. He told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
common to see refugees walking down 
the road and stopped by the police for 
no reason, or beaten up.

“People’s things are thrown into the 

back of removal trucks during raids. 
One man had medication in his bag 
that he needed, we had to help him 
find more.

“The police have no mercy. They try 
to move people on, but they end up just 
coming back after the eviction.

“They even cut down trees and burn 
tall grass to stop people feeling safe, so 
they don’t have shelter.”

Simon Shaw is an NEU union 
member and a long time volunteer with 
refugees in Calais. Simon explained, 
“It’s very difficult to distribute aid”.

“A lot of time is spent looking for 
people who are dispersed. Every time 
they settle somewhere new, they’re 
moved on.”

Raids happen “at the most 
inconvenient times—so refugees get 
little sleep. The CRS come at 3 or 4 am 
and slash tents.”

Simon explained that despite the 
Channel being the busiest shipping 
lane in the world, many choose this 
over being in the back of a truck or 
walking through the train tunnel. 

“It’s brutal,” Simon said. “The Tories 
don’t get it—it’s do or die. 

You don’t put a child in the sea 
unless the water is safer than the land.”

Cops at work in Calais

Home secretary Priti Patel

THE  TRUTH THE  TRUTH 
BEHIND  BEHIND  

THE  THE  
HEADLINESHEADLINES

BYBY
ISABEL RINGROSEISABEL RINGROSE

We’re told that a few thousand refu-
gees crossing the English Channel cause 
problems for ordinary people, from 
wasting money to stealing jobs.

This couldn’t be further from the 
truth. Big business was handed hun-
dreds of billions during the pandemic to 
keep profit flowing. 

The collective wealth of the world’s 
billionaires exploded by more than 60 
percent last year from £5.8 trillion to 
£9.5 trillion. 

Three obscenely wealthy men com-
pete to spend money on spaceships. It’s 
not refugees who are robbing ordinary 
people, it’s top bosses and their system.

We have to fight to inform people 
about the reality of the asylum 
system and why people are making 
the  dangerous journey, with no legal  
route.

Every asylum  
seeker is  
looking for a  
new and  
better life’

‘‘ 
Migrants crossing the 
Chanel (main) and 
arriving in Kent (above) 

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker  28 July 2021Socialist Worker  28 July 2021



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BIRMINGHAM
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament, and power
Wed 4 Aug, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
The NHS—privatisation, 
pay and the pandemic
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552
BRISTOL
Can a progressive alliance 
beat the Tories?
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Why are the police 
so corrupt?
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
446-409-5118

CAMBRIDGE
Lenin—a revolutionary 
for today?
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
COVENTRY
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament and power
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
823-945-1917 
DEVON & CORNWALL
Can music change the world?
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Modi, Islamophobia 
and resistance
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708 
EDINBURGH
Afghanistan and imperialism
Wed 4 Aug, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
The Spanish Civil War
Thu 5 Aug, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HOME COUNTIES
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Thu 5 Aug, 6.30pm
872-4922-1957

HUDDERSFIELD
Crisis in the royals—
do they still matter?
Wed 4 Aug, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Climate change, anti-
racism and refugees
Thu 5 Aug, 8.15pm
434-623-806
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Thu 5 Aug, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Stonewall was a riot—the 
radical roots of pride
Thu 5 Aug, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LONDON: HACKNEY
Can there be a progressive 
patriotism?
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
The socialist case 
for drug reform
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Crisis in the NHS—
privatisation, pay 
and pandemics
Thu 5 Aug, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Crisis in the NHS—
privatisation, pay 
and pandemics
Wed 4 Aug, 
7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Black Lives Matter—
how it shook the world
Thu 5 Aug, 
7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Can the British economy 
bounce back from Covid?
Wed 4 Aug, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
What’s behind the unrest 
in South Africa?
Thu 5 Aug, 7.30pm
816-2991-5859

NEWCASTLE
Booklaunch: Rebellious 
Daughters of History
Wed 4 Aug,
 7pm
368-595-2712
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Can capitalism be 
sustainable?
Wed 4 Aug, 
7pm
861-2001-6477 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Booklaunch: Mindshift—
How Culture Transformed 
the Human Brain
Thu 5 Aug, 
7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 4 Aug, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 5 Aug, 
7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
A rebel’s guide to Frida Kahlo
Thu 5 Aug, 
7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
The bloody role of western 
imperialism in Palestine 
and the Middle East
Wed 4 Aug, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and Charlie 

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism,  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 5 Aug, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 5 Aug, 7pm
828-532-8731

HARLOW
Thu 12 Aug, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
818-391-0420

MANCHESTER
Wed 4 Aug, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

NORWICH
Wed 4 Aug, 7.30pm
906-652-5299

PROTESTERS IN Havana

Socialist Worker  28 July 2021
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A lovely but heartbreaking 
book about memory and loss
A Spanish Civil War veteran is haunted by the horrors of the past—and the 
dying dictator Franco—in Last Days in Cleaver Square, writes Sadie Robinson 
THIS IS a lovely book brilliantly 
narrated by Francis, an ageing poet 
and veteran of the International 
Brigades.

Francis has many problems. A 
batch of his poems seems to have 
gone missing. His garden is inexpli-
cably starting to rot. His cat Henry 
disappears. 

And he worries about being “left 
behind” as his daughter Gillian 
 prepares to marry and move out of 
his home in Cleaver Square.

But Francis also has a more unu-
sual problem, namely that general 
Franco keeps appearing in his home. 
Yet this is 1975 and the real Franco 
is at death’s door.

Last Days in Cleaver Square is 
heartbreaking, slowly unravelling a 
story of guilt, regret and loss. 

Francis is pursued by journalist 
Hugh Supple, who wants to write 
about his time in Spain.

Eventually we learn about some 
of the horrors Francis witnessed, and 
why he has spent decades carrying 
around intense shame.

There is a deep sense of the 
 growing vulnerability that comes 
with ageing. 

Francis fears the “curtailment of 
my freedom of movement”—which 
really means that he could be stopped 
from going to the pub.

But he remains spirited, carrying 
out small acts of resistance to try and 
keep control over his own life.

Cantankerous
Francis is captivating as a cantan-
kerous old man, obstinate and set 
in his ways while worrying about 
the future. And much of the book 
is hilarious.

Gillian’s fiance, Percy, suggests 
Francis move in with them. 

“I can give you a garden, Percy 
Gauss said. 

“But can you give me a smelly 
Fascist dictator with blood on his 
hands who comes into my bed at 
night and kills all my plants and 
then demands an apology?”

Francis gets to display his 
 anti-fascist credentials fantasti-
cally during a visit to Madrid after 
Franco’s death, causing many 
 “diplomatic issues”.

His enduring radicalism, even as 
the rest of the world appears to have 
moved on, is great to read.

At one point, Francis wonders 
why he should care about Franco’s 
atrocities after so many years. 
“Nobody else does. It is all peace 
and reconciliation now, all best 
forgotten. 

“Ha. Not by me.”
Last Days in Cleaver Square, by  
Patrick McGrath, out now

OMAR (LEFT) and other refugees are trapped on a fictional Scottish island  

Firefighters face a blaze of tyres

The absurd tragedy of life as a refugee
FILM
LIMBO
Available to stream at mubi.com from 
Friday 30 July

LIMBO, DIRECTED by Ben 
Sharrock, is a sensitive and 
unsensationalised portrayal of 
the experiences of refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

A group of refugees from 
across the world are trapped on 
a fictional Scottish island waiting 
to hear if they will be granted 
status. 

There might not be any walls 
or fences, but harsh conditions 
and the sea mean that escape is 
almost impossible. 

Limbo focuses on Omar (Amir 
El-Masry) a Syrian refugee and 
talented oud player. 

Through his eyes we see the 
barren island, experience the 
racism from the locals and learn 

more about the other refugees 
living there. El-Masry brilliantly 
plays a character who is being 
pulled in different directions. 

He desperately misses his 
family and is questioning 
everything he previously knew 
about himself. 

The film delves into some of 
the hardships that refugees face, 
in what is essentially an open air 
refugee camp. 

Omar struggles to access 
treatment for a broken arm, or to 
find a warm winter coat. 

There is also a constant threat 
of deportation, with the police 
raiding homes and throwing 
refugees into vans a number of 
times throughout the film. 

And while the horrors are 
plain to see, the film expertly 
mixes them with moments of 
comic relief and absurdity. 

English classes given by 
clueless—but well-meaning—

locals are an example of just how 
funny this film can be. 

Farhad (Vikash Bhai) is Omar’s 
closest friend on the island. 
He’s a quirky character with an 
obsession with Freddy Mercury 
and a habit of befriending 
chickens. But their scenes 
together are some of the most 
heartbreaking and poignant. 

Farhad’s character is an 
example of what Limbo does 
so well. While some of the 
characters and situations might 
be absurd, they don’t stop the 
film from packing an emotional 
punch. 

And in many ways the 
absurdity makes it feel much 
closer to reality. 

Limbo is a great film that 
might seem gentle from the 
outset. But don’t be fooled—
you’ll be thinking about it long 
after it finishes.
Sophie Squire

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop1  Breaking Up the British 

State
Fotheringham, Sherry, Bryce 
(eds)

2  32 Counties: the Failure 
of Partition and the 
Case for a United 
Ireland
Kieran Allen

3  Transgender Resistance
Laura Miles

4 Rebellious Daughters of 
History
Judy Cox

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
George Orwell
John Newsinger

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop at 1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London WC1B 3QE

TELEVISION 
YORKSHIRE FIREFIGHTERS
Starts Thursday 29 July, 8pm, 
BBC Two, then on BBC Iplayer

THIS FOUR-PART series 
takes audiences onto 
the frontline with 
firefighters working 
during the pandemic.

It brings viewers close 
to real-life emergencies, 
seeing inside burning 
buildings and getting to 
the heart of the action.

Each episode shows 
the humans behind 
the visors as they help 
people during last winter, 

in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

It shows the range 
of work firefighters do, 
from helping vulnerable 
people at home to 
bringing under control 
one of the worst fires 
seen in Bradford in 
decades.

As many as 100 
firefighters and 17 fire 
engines are called out to 
one of the biggest fires 
the county has seen in 
years. Some 600,000 
tyres catch fire and bring 
Bradford city centre to 
a halt with potentially 
toxic fumes.

Firefighters are pulled 
in from across the 
country.



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker  28 July 2021 Socialist Worker  28 July 2021

F
IFTY years ago 
in the face of 
m a s s  r e d u n -
d a n c i e s  a n d 
shipyard clo-
sures workers at 

Upper Clyde Shipbuilders 
(UCS) staged a 15 month 
work-in to fight for the 
right to work. 

The work-in united thou-
sands of workers across four 
shipyards who defied the 
Tories to strike and occupy. 
Their action shook the gov-
ernment and gave confi-
dence to workers who sub-
sequently joined hundreds of 
occupations and strikes.

It was part of four years 
of tremendous struggle 
between 1970 and 1974. In 
1970 the Tories had won the 
election and passed a raft of 
anti union laws as part of 
attacks on the working class.

There was an explosion of 
workers’ militancy—includ-
ing a semi-official general 
strike to release dockers 
imprisoned for defying the 
law on picketing, and two 
victorious miners’ strikes. This 
led to the Tories being slung 
out of office in 1974.

The lessons learnt from the 
fight at UCS are important for 
the fightback today.

It  showed that when 
 workers are given the chance 
to resist they can respond 
magnificently. But there are 
also real limits when the trade 
union officials remain in charge 
of a strategy and workers’ direct 
involvement is limited.

The political and economic 
situation before the UCS 
 work-in had some similarities 
to today. Capitalism was in 
crisis and the ruling class was 
looking for a way out of eco-
nomic turmoil.

In 1971 and now it is the 
workers who have been made 
to pay for the bosses’ crisis.

On 11 June mass redun-
dancies were on the cards 
for the shipbuilders as it was 
announced £6 million was 
needed to save UCS.

Tory prime minister Edward 
Heath was prepared to allow 
the four UCS yards to go bust 
as  a sign that the government 
would refuse to bail out unprof-
itable firms.

Determined
The workers were well union-
ised across all the  shipyards and 
were determined to resist.

A meeting of hundreds 
of shop stewards formed 
soon after the job cuts were 
 proposed. Under the political 
leadership of the Communist 
Party, the workers voted to 
take over the yards, continu-
ing production if Heath forced 
closures.

There were problems with 
the strategy.

The work-in prioritised 
 gaining popular support over 
action that would halt produc-
tion and force a confrontation 
with the government.

It meant the workers were 
cooperating with the receiv-
ers to finish the work in hand. 

But the workers understood 
that being isolated within the 
boundaries of the shipyards 
would result in defeat. 

Before the work-in began, 
100,000 workers in Glasgow 
struck on 24 June with 50,000 
marching through the city in 
solidarity with UCS. Many del-
egations from factories and 
shipyards across Britain joined 
the march.

The Tories ignored the 
 resistance building and on 29 
July two of UCSs four shipyards 

were closed with 70 percent of 
the 8,500 workforce sacked. But 
a firm foundation of  resistance 
had been built.

True to their word, the 
 workers took over the yards.

The workers’ action, not 
passively accepting unemploy-
ment, was hugely popular. 

Solidarity poured in from 
workers and trade union 
branches across Britain and 
internationally.

In August 200,000 Scottish 
workers struck in support of 

UCS and 80,000 marched in 
Glasgow. 

The  mi l i tancy  o f  the 
 movement scared the police so 
much that they believed any 
repressive action against the 
workers would result in “social 
disorder”.

Soon after the work-in 
started the Tories were forced 
to retreat, announcing plans 
to rescue two yards. But this 
wasn’t enough. The workers 
refused this proposal two times 
before the government offered 
more. 

In February 1972 a £35 mil-
lion payment was offered to 
reopen three yards. But the 
workers refused to accept any 
watered-down attacks.

The UCS fight continued 
until October 1972 when the 
fourth shipyard was taken over 
by an American company.

T
H E  W O R K - i n 
achieved lots but 
it was not per-
fect. Ultimately 
the shipyards 
remained open 

but concessions were made, 
with all the yards operating 
with a reduced workforce.

But it would have been 
much worse if workers had 
not fought. Resistance meant 
that whenever workers faced 
redundancies or closure they 

knew there was an  example 
where people had done 
 something, and they could 
emulate it or go further.

The UCS work-in helped to 
trigger a wave of 200 militant 
occupations. Fighting redun-
dancies, Torpedo workers in 
the Vale of Leven near Glasgow 
occupied their plant, followed 
by steelworkers in Birmingham 
and several others.

These occupations didn’t 
choose to keep working, they 
chose to strike and occupy often 
resulting in all attacks being 
withdrawn.

As Jack Spriggs, the convenor 
at the Fisher-Bendix occupation 
put it, “It’s far better to occupy, 
to control from within rather 
than stand out in the rain and 
cold, the fog and the wind, 
trying to stop scab vehicles.”

Control
Many of the 200 occupations 
saw real workers’ participation 
and control from below. 

Occupiers linked up with the 
miners’ and dockers’ strikes and 
had the potential to launch a 
united fight against redundan-
cies across all industries. But 
this was never achieved.

Instead the same sorts of 
officials and Communist Party 
figures who had restricted the 
UCS work-in led the movement 
into prioritising the return of a 
Labour government.

The final blow to Heath’s rule 
was when the miners struck for 
four weeks in 1974. Heath was 
forced to call a general election 
and he was voted out.

UCS made clear, when rank 
and file workers come together 
across industries they have the 
power to push back against 
harsh Tory governments. 

READ MORE
 

OCCUPY! 
THE CLYDE 
WORK-IN

Half a decade ago shipbuilders in Scotland led a battle 
to save their jobs. Sam Ord looks at how workers fought 

back against a brutal Tory government

True to their 
word, the 
workers took 
over the 
shipyards

‘‘ 
Tory Edward Heath

UCS shop steward—‘It was 
rallying call of ordinary people’ 

The march from George Square to Glasgow Green, with Robert second from right 

 R
OBERT DICKIE was 
the shop steward 
convenor of John 
Brown’s Shipyard 

during the occupation. He 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
about his leading role.

Robert described how 
he organised. “Tuesday 
mornings we’d have a 
coordinating committee with 
people from all of the yards.

“We would report to 
workers the decisions made 
to make sure everyone 
knew what was going on. 
The decisions made were 
always to fight for jobs.”

It was this organisation 
across yards that was key 
to building the work-in.

Robert travelled 
to Westminster with 
hundreds of workers. 
Leading organisers were 
invited to meet Heath.

When asked about the 
meeting, Robert laughed. 
“Heath went on about the 
money given to the UCS and 
money needed,” he said.

“After some time he 
looked at Jimmy Reid and 
said, ‘You’ve come from 
Scotland, would you like 
whiskey’? Jimmy said, 
‘no, just a cup of tea’. 

“We met with the press 
after and Jimmy told 
them, ‘all we got was 
tea and sympathy’.”

Despite their efforts 
in Westminster, Heath 

refused to backtrack.
Robert said, “Bosses were 

talking about yards going 
into liquidation, so we had 
mass meetings where the 
workers said, ‘We’re not 
accepting any of this’.

As the work-in was 
announced, “The workers’ 
reaction was really 
amazing”, said Robert.

“We had a meeting in 
a cinema with about 300 
shop stewards supporting 
us. We felt unbeatable.”

“The Communist 
Party and other parties 
all played their part. 

“We got so much support 
from workers in France, 
Germany and Russia 
all sending money. 

Roses
“John Lennon sent roses 
and some money too. 

“Everyone wanted those 
roses, but I got them and 
took them to the hospice, 
because we even got 
support from them.”

Robert believes a key 
thing we can learn today 
is “the right to work”.

“It was the rallying call of 
ordinary people,” he said. 
“We have a right to wages 
to support our families.

“That message went 
around the country and 
it’s still important because 
the union’s branch life 
has disappeared.”

READ MORE
lOccupy! A short 
history of workers’ 
occupations 
by Dave Sherry 
£5

lDefiance and victories 
in the 1970s 
Socialist Worker article 
Online at  
bit.ly/defiance-
victories1970s

 Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to 
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk
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What’s the real value behind 
the rich’s digital art fad?

Some very rich people 
are spending billions 
on ‘owning’ copies of 
digital art through 
‘non-fungible tokens.’ 
Charlie Kimber cuts 
through the crap 

CAPITALIST financial trickery 
has hit new lows with the 
development of NFTs, or 
“non-fungible tokens”.

It’s about trading 
something that doesn’t really 
exist just on the basis that 
it can produce a profit.

An NFT is a unit of 
data or token, stored on 
blockchains—digital codes. 
Unlike cryptocurrency 
such as bitcoin, or even 
traditional money, one 
NFT can’t be traded or 
exchanged for another—that 
is, they are not fungible.

NFTs can be used to 
represent assets, with data on 
where they were produced 
and who the author is. So 
they have been particularly 
applied to art objects.

An NFT work by digital 
artist Beeple, Everydays: 
The First 5000 Days, fetched 
£50 million at auction house 
Christie’s earlier this year.

But it doesn’t mean 
the buyer collected the 
artwork. What was sold 
was just one blockchained 
representation of it.  

The Marxist economist 
Michael Roberts asked, 
“So what’s the point? None 
really—it’s just a fad and the 
buyer of the NFT hopes that 
it can be sold on for a profit.”

Lure
It exposes the art market 
to be based solely on 
the lure of excess cash 
sloshing around in very rich 
people’s bank accounts. 

Because the NFT has value 
only as something that can 
be passed on at a higher 
price, there is no pretence 
of the innate artistic value. 

But some artists have seen 
it as liberating, opening up 
new possibilities of online 
sales and distribution. 

Critiquing the concept, 
someone known only as 
White Male Artist (WMA) has 
marketed a project called $HT 
Coin. This involved selling 

cans of 30g of their own 
excrement every day in July.

These were “produced” 
by eating the diet of the 
most financially successful 
white male artists of 
the 20th century.

The reserve price is 
set to the equivalent 
price of 30g of gold.

Each of these cans has 
been auctioned off in NFT 
and physical form—and 
certainly here you might 
prefer the NFT version.

In an interview with 
Forbes magazine, WMA 
said, “NFTs hyper-perform 
a culture of consumption. 
When does the ravenous 
appetite for greed go too far? 

“We have mined the 
gold from our soil. We have 
poisoned our oceans. 

Rather than re-evaluate 
our relation to the planet 
or choosing to proceed 
with moderation, or 
respect, or care, instead we 
invent digital scarcity. Our 
sociopathic lust to absorb 
continues to run rampant.”

NFTs are a version of 
what Karl Marx called 
“fictitious capital”—like 
stock and shares. If the stock 
market crashes, numerous 
parasites may scream. 
But the actual plants and 
machinery of the companies 
whose shares have been 
bought does not disappear.

Capitalism is now 
awash with financial 
instruments of a dizzying 
complexity and size. 

The latest data from 
the Bank for International 
Settlements on over-the-
counter derivatives—
speculation in which is 
another form of fictitious 
capital—estimates them 
at £425 trillion.

That’s seven times the 
value of all the goods 

and services produced 
by the whole Earth in a 
non-pandemic year.

Profits
Such instruments, and the 
profits that go with them, 
are particularly attractive to 
capitalists when investments 
in real things aren’t 
producing enough returns.

As Marx put it, “If the 
rate of profit falls we have 
swindling and general 
promotion of swindling, 
through desperate attempts 
in the way of new methods 
of production, new capital 
investments and new 
adventures, to secure some 
kind of extra profit.” 

He added that in the world 
of finance, “its movement 
and transfer become purely 
a result of gambling on the 
stock exchange, where the 
little fish are swallowed by 
the sharks and the lambs by 
the stock exchange wolves”.

As WMA might 
say, shit hot, Karl.

An NFT’s only 
value is as 
something that 
can be sold on 
at a higher price

‘‘ 
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‘We won’t stop until our demands are met’
by NICK CLARK

OUTSOURCED WORKERS at 
a government office in central 
London rounded off three days 
of strikes last Wednesday, in 
their latest battle over pay.

Cleaners, security  workers 
and other support staff at 
the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(Beis) struck to demand an 
end to low wages.

They also want their 
bosses—private contractor 
ISS—to improve their working 
conditions and pay bonuses 
for working during lockdown.

One striker, Julian—not 
his real name—told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve got lots of 
angry people here.

Pandemic
“There haven’t been many civil 
servants in the building during 
the pandemic and sometimes 
it felt as if there were too many 
cleaners. 

“It seemed too much for us 
to take the bus to come here. 
It just seemed like it was an 
administrative thing to get us 
to come in.” He added, “We 
also want sick pay from day 
one. If I do get sick, I want to 

be able to go off.”
The workers, members of 

the PCS union, previously 
struck in 2019 to demand 
the London Living Wage—
and won. But inflation has 
increased since then—and 
their pay has not.

“We don’t want a pay 
freeze,” said Julian. “It’s like 

the NHS workers. I was on the 
march for them the other day. 
They’ve been offered a pay rise 
but it could only be 3 percent. 
What’s that? It’s nothing.”

He added, “Someone on the 
picket line said there are other 
fights like ours— cleaners in 
the Royal Parks and on the 
Tube. So it feels like our fight 

is part of something.” The 
strike has already forced ISS 
bosses to agree to talks and 
give in to some demands. 

But Julian said strikers 
won’t give in.

A PCS rep told the picket 
line on Wednesday that ISS 
had claimed Beis hadn’t 
agreed to provide enough 

funding. But she said Beis had 
told the union this isn’t true.

She added that PCS still 
says that Beis is to blame as all 
outsourced workers should be 
brought back in house.

“They allowed this contrac-
tor in the building,” she said. 
“They had an option in 2019 
to bring you all back in house 

but they refused.” The strikers 
are determined. 

Picket lines have large and 
loud, with 50 people—almost 
all of the workforce—joining it 
on the first day.

Strikers create a constant 
wall of noise outside the build-
ing each morning, with vuvu-
zelas and music  blasting—
breaking occasionally for 
marches around the building.

They’ve also had visits from 
solidarity campaigns and 
other unions, including the 
IWGB union, as well as from 
Labour MPs.

Workers told Socialist 
Worker they’re ready to strike 
again. “We won’t stop until all 
our demands are met,” said 
one.

They know they won once 
and they can win again. “Even 
if I wasn’t striking for myself 
I’d be striking for the security 
guards,” said Julian.

“It’s great putting us all 
together like this. When we 
come out we feel we have the 
power of the union behind us.”
Please send messages of 
support to beislsbranch@
gmail.com Donate to the strike 
fund—account name: Fighting 
Fund Levy, account number: 
20331490, sort code: 60-83-01, 
use reference: BEIS/ISS.

PICKETING BEIS workers are determined to win                                                                                      Picture: Guy Smallman
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‘The Tory approach is about profit before people’ 
THE transport sector 
has also been hit hard 

because of the Tories’ 
inability to avoid a rise in 
Covid cases, and failure to 
act  when cases began 
rising.

Paul Williams from 
the PCS union national 
executive, speaking in a 
personal capacity, told 
Socialist Worker about the 
implications of absences 
on the transport sector. 

“The rising number of 
cases has seen a number 
of transport workers 
being told to self-isolate 
this has meant a number 

of services are reaching 
crisis point,” Paul said.

“Over last weekend 
the Metropolitan line 
was suspended along 
with effects to other 
tube line services. 

“Bus companies are 
really worried about 
staff absence, and the 
pressure this leaves on 
remaining bus services 
and is leading to less 
ability to social distance.

“And staff absence isn’t 
just affecting roads and 
rail, but aviation and 
maritime are worried 
about a loss of pilots 

in both areas which 
will lead to food and 
medical shortages.”

But as Paul pointed 
out, the chaos is down to 
Tory failings, not workers 
isolating as they have 
been instructed to.

Paul added, “The 
fault for this lies fairly 

and squarely with this 
government. They have 
taken an approach 
that is clearly about 
profit before people. 

“Any rational 
government would have 
understood that we still 
need critical workers, 
but they have failed yet 

again to protect them.
“Had the Tories put a 

system of testing in before 
announcing the lifting of 
regulations it might have 
enabled critical workers to 
test daily and only go off if 
they have a positive test.”

Once again, the Tories 
have created further 
misery and chaos for 
normal people on top  
of 18 months of  
failures.

They have learnt 
nothing from the 
previous waves of the 
virus, and look to blame 
workers instead.

Bosses’ profits 
will come first

 THE government’s 
failure to come up 

with a plan for large 
numbers of workers 
needing to self-isolate 
could lead to the 
disruption of food 
supply chains. 

Chief Executive of 
the UK Major Ports 
Group Tim Morris said 
the pingdemic is the 
most “significant threat 
to ports’ resilience we 
have seen yet”.

Morris told the 
Daily Telegraph, 
“If the current 
trajectory of absences 
continues without the 
government taking any 
action, there has to 
be a risk of disruption 
to important supply 
chains, including food.”

And supermarkets 
such as Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s, Co-op and 
Lidl have already been 
forced to concede that 
not all their products 
will be available.  

Bosses like Morris 
are panicking because 
their profits will be put 
at risk. For ordinary 
people, it means 
struggling to access 
food.

The collapse of 
infrastructure shows 
that the bosses and the 
Tories have completely 
failed to account for 
staff absences that 
were inevitable during 
a pandemic.

Fear of losing 
jobs and pay  

 Economic pressure 
is forcing some 

workers to turn off or 
ignore the test and 
trace app for fear of 
losing pay. 

Charlie said that 
workers who are on 
temporary contracts 
might be scared to 
isolate when told, for 
fear of racking up too 
many absences. 

“I’m also really 
worried that if we go 
into lockdown again, 
it could mean I could 
lose my job. Those on 
temporary contracts are 
always the first to go,” 
Charlie added.

“The prospect of 
going into lockdown, 
with no money, because 
I’ve been isolating and 
had days off is scary.” 

That’s why the 
defence of restrictions 
has to be linked to the 
fight for full economic 
support.

Blame the huge surge in 
virus cases, not the app  
Notifications from the test and trace app are rising due to coronavirus cases. 
Sophie Squire investigates the Tory failures that have led to the rises 

  COVID cases are rising and 
the NHS test and trace has 

gone into overdrive. Last week a 
record breaking 618,903 people 
were “pinged” by the app and told 
to isolate. 

Workers having to isolate has 
caused havoc in the health care ser-
vice, the transport sector, retail and 
supermarkets. 

But the chaos is not down to a 
“pingdemic” manufactured by a faulty 
test and trace app. It is down to the 
rising number of Covid cases because 
of the Tory dismantling of restrictions.

Jenny is an A&E nurse at Tameside 
hospital in Greater Manchester. 
She told Socialist Worker that staff 
absences are putting a strain on an 
already stretched health service.

“The pressure on us at the moment 
is unbelievable. 

“Every day we have off we get 
a call asking us to come in,” Jenny 
explained.

“Staffing levels are chronic, and it 
doesn’t help that we are already burnt 
out from 18 months of stress.” 

Jenny is clear that it is not the 
rising number of pings, but the rising 
number of infections that is the real 
crisis. 

“In the last two or three weeks, I 
have seen a marked increase in chil-
dren coming into A&E with Covid 
symptoms. It’s shocking,” she said.

“It’s such a calamity, but the Tories 
have effectively passed the book, and 
said if you get sick it’s your fault.” 

Las t  week  Bor i s  Johnson 
announced that some key workers 
could “ignore” the app. 

And under a new Scottish govern-
ment scheme, workers in the health, 
food and transport sectors can apply 
to be exempt from self-isolation.

Bosses will now feel more confi-
dent to tell workers that isolating isn’t 
necessary. 

Callum works at a shop in 
Manchester. He told Socialist Worker 
that his boss said that the test and 
trace app was “wrong”. That is to 
 persuade workers to keep coming in. 

“After one of the people I work 
with tested positive, my colleagues 
and I were talking about what to do 
in the work group chat,” said Callum. 

“When I got contacted by test and 
trace to isolate, I told my boss and he 

told me to disregard it because there 
was no one that I’d worked with who 
had tested positive.” 

Callum added, “My boss didn’t care 
about me or my colleagues, he only 
cared about his profits.” 

Charlie works in high street clothes 
shop Primark. They said they are wor-
ried that the app might be being dis-
regarded by their managers. 

“Working on the tills you work 
closely with other staff, customers 
and managers,” Charlie said. “But I’m 
not convinced that if someone tested 

positive that we’d all be informed and 
advised to test or isolate.

“I don’t think the shop would be 
prepared to have so many staff off 
absent.” 

There is no doubt that the NHS 
test and trace app, has flaws. But it is 
reflecting the surge in cases. 

The app has been slated as too 
slow to notify those who have been in 
contact with a person with the virus. 
Bosses will use this as an excuse to try 
and persuade their workers to ignore 
precautions altogether.

 A record number of people were notified by the app last week

Tube lines have shut 

Socialist Worker  28 July  2021



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker  28 July 2021

Strike to derail bosses’ 
attacks on Night Tube 
by SAM ORD 

LONDON Underground 
workers are braced for four 
days of strikes from next week.   

The RMT union members 
are fighting back against 
bosses’ plans to abolish the 
Night Tube train drivers’ grade.

Night Tube drivers plan to 
walk out for 24 hours from 
mid-day on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week—and 
again on 24 and 25 August. 

Workers voted strongly 
in favour of strikes. Bosses 
want to force them to work 
a combination of both night 
and day shifts as opposed to a 
separate role for Night Tube 
drivers.

This will impose unfair 
work rotas on 3,000 drivers, 
impacting their social and 
home lives. And on top of this 
attack, 200 jobs are under 
threat in the plans that will 
come into force next year. The 

strike plans to target the entire 
London Underground network 
despite high levels of workers 
self-isolating.

Unfortunately train drivers 
union Aslef is not joining the 
strike. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Lynch said, “London 
Underground’s proposals to 
rip up an agreement that 
protects 3,000 Tube drivers’ 
work life balance has caused 
uproar amongst drivers. This 
breach of trust by an out of 

touch management abolishes 
the part-time jobs of workers, 
mainly women, who want 
them.

“This is the thanks that 
Tube drivers have been 
given for keeping the service 
running through the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“This is a blatant attempt to 
now use that pandemic to start 
bulldozing through a savage 
programme of cuts.”
lMessages of support can be 
sent to j.leach@rmt.org.uk

THOUSANDS OF people from the Bikestormz youth movement took over the streets of 
central London on Saturday  Picture: Guy Smallman

Cleaners hold mitie action 
to sweep away poverty pay
TRAIN AND station 
cleaners on Merseyrail 
took action last Friday in 
support of pay justice.

RMT union members 
struck and protested 
outside the headquatres 
of subcontractor Mitie and 
Merseyrail in Liverpool. 

It came after they voted 
for action by a vast majority.

Workers were offered a 
tiny increase to their already 
low pay. It would have left 
them far short of the real 
living wage of £9.50 an hour.

Many workers would have 
been paid less than £10 an 
hour—the absolute minimum 
the RMT is demanding. 

Mitie made a fortune on 
the Merseyrail franchise. 

And its chief executive, 
Phil Bentley tried to give 
himself a bonus package 
amounting to over £5 
million.

Meanwhile the cleaners 
have been facing the realities 
of the Covid-19 pandemic 
head on. The workers are 
also angry about attacks 
on their holiday pay. RMT 

General Secretary Mick Lynch 
said, “It is frankly disgusting 
that this wealthy company 
is attempting to consign its 
frontline cleaning staff to a 
lifetime of poverty pay.

“It is rolling in cash when 
it comes to boardroom 
salaries and bonuses.” 

nWORKERS ON Scotrail 
continue their Sunday strikes 
for workplace equality and 
justice.

The RMT union says 
Transport Scotland, the 
government and Abellio 
haven’t broken their silence. 
The dispute is set to continue 
until at least 5 September.

LONDON CYCLING INSTRUCTORS  

MERSEYRAIL 

OBITUARIES
Steve Hammill
1951-2021
COMRADES WILL be 
saddened to learn of the 
death of Steve Hammill at 
the age of 69 after a long 
fight against cancer. 

Steve was a militant rank 
and file Yorkshire miner who 
was involved in three major 
strikes.

These included the 1972 
strike which forced a Tory 
government into abject 
surrender and the 1974 strike 
which brought down that 
government. 

Then came the Great Strike 
of 1984-5. Tory prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher used all 
the resources of the state and 
the media in a bitter 12-month 
battle to extract revenge.

Steve was the embodiment 
of a working class Marxist 
intellectual, and he had a 
wonderful, inimitable, way 
with words. “Serendipity” was 
one he often used.

It might not have been 
serendipity, but it was our 
good fortune to have him as 
a comrade for so many years. 
He joined the International 

Socialists, the forerunner of 
the Socialist Workers Party, 
in the 1970s and remained a 
committed and enthusiastic 
member until his death.

He will be forever 
remembered—along with 
the party’s handful of mining 
comrades—for playing a 
leading role in the 1984-5 
Miners’ Strike.

You didn’t just talk to Steve, 
broad Rotherham accent and 
all, you experienced him.

A powerful orator, with 
colourful, expressive turns 
of phrase, he could shift a 
meeting of hundreds of miners 
with his grasp of the key link 
in the chain. 

He’d start with “t’objective 
situation” before going on to 
grip all around him with an 
inspiring call to arms. You can 
get a taste of Steve in full flow 

in the film Still the Enemy 
Within.

Steve eventually left the 
mining industry on health 
grounds, but not before 
he won his union branch’s 
opposition to Thatcher’s 
homophobic Clause 28 
legislation.

Rights 
That motion went on to be 
supported by the Yorkshire area 
of the miners’ union the NUM. 

It eventually became 
national NUM union policy, 
which in turn began a 
fundamental change in labour 
movement attitudes to lesbian 
and gay rights.

After coal mining Steve 
worked as a contracting 
electrician before getting a job 
at the SWP printshop in east 
London. He had a significant 

impact there, bringing a wealth 
of experience, as well as 
personal solidarity and no little 
humour into comrades’ lives.

Many of us knew Steve—
from Silverwood colliery and 
the Yorkshire NUM, to the 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and 
east London SWP to Crewe, 
where he remained an active 
party member. 

We have lost a unique 
comrade. Many of us have also 
lost a true friend.

Our thoughts are with 
his partner Nina, children 
Bill, Donna, Stevie, Jay and 
Ceilidh, brother Geoffrey and 
the rest of the family.

There was only one Steve, 
tha knows.
By Ian Mitchell, Phil Turner, 
Nick Gill, Mike Simons
lFor a longer version to  
bit.ly/SteveHObit

Steve Hammill

TRANSPORT 

Tube workers during a previous strike 

Mitie boss Phil Bentley 

Bike instructors ballot 
for strikes over pay 
CYCLING instructors 
who work for Enfield 
council in north London 
say they will ballot for 
strikes if their demands 
are not met. 

The IWGB union 
members have had their 
pay frozen for 12 years. 

Workers are also 
angry that their hours 
can be cut with no 
notice—and that 

planning time for 
lessons is unpaid. 

The cycling instructors 
are also demanding 
that Enfield council and 
subcontractor Cycle 
Confident recognises 
IWGB as their chosen 
union. 

So far Enfield council 
has refused to meet or 
negotiate with workers 
or the union.  

IN BRIEF 

Workers’ beautiful 
resistance at BCM 
WORKERS AT consumer 
pharma and beauty product 
manufacturer BCM Fareva in 
Nottingham struck for  
24 hours last Thursday over 
fire and rehire threats.

Some 90 percent of Usdaw 
union members backed the 
strike.

UPS workers set 
for series of strikes
UPS WORKERS in Gloucester 
are set to launch a series of 
strikes over allegations of 
bullying and health and safety 
in the workplace.

The first strike by Unite 
union members is set for this 
Friday. 

It will be followed by a week 
long strike from Monday of 
next week. 

They plan further  
24 hourstrikes on 9, 27 and  
31 August and 6 September as 
well as a three day strike from  
1 September.

Offshore caterers 
hungry for action 
OFFSHORE WORKERS are 
being balloted for strikes over 
a pay dispute at Catering 
Offshore Trade Association.

Around 2,750 Unite union 
members in seven offshore 
catering companies will 
be balloted at companies 
including, Conntrak, ESS, 
Entier, Trinity, Aramark, 
Sodexo and Foss.

Resistance brewing 
at XPO Logistics 
THE UNITE union has warned 
of a “beer drought” as some 
1,000 drivers and warehouse 
workers from XPO Logistics 
Drinks Ltd are being balloted 
for industrial action. 

The ballot over a  
1.4 percent pay offer runs 
from Wednesday until 
Monday 9 August.  

Cleaners fight at 
Royal Parks 
CLEANERS AT Royal Parks in 
London were set to strike on 
Friday of this week, as talks 
between bosses and union 
officials went ahead.

The workers, members 
of the PCS and UVW unions, 
are fighting for improved 
pay and conditions, and the 
reinstatement of a sacked 
member of staff.

Brighton trespass 
takes on police bill  
OVER 300 people trespassed 
on the Brighton Downs on 
Saturday to open up a section 
of land called Pangdean 
Bottom. The trespass also 
highlighted the impact of 
the police and crime bill on 
travellers’ rights. 

Ruth from Traveller Pride 
said, “The policing bill will 
further criminalise trespass 
and is a threat to the way of life 
of the Gypsy Roma Traveller 
communities.”
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British Gas workers 
angry at GMB union
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE GMB union declared 
the British Gas dispute 
over last week after nego-
tiations led to some small 
improvements in terms 
and conditions. 

But the result isn’t any sort 
of victory for the up to 500 
workers who lost their jobs 
as a result on the bosses’ fire 
and rehire in April. 

It isn’t a win for the rest 
of British Gas workers, who 
were pressured to agree to 
attacks on their working 
conditions.

The dispute began after 
bosses at parent company 
Centrica revealed plans last 
year to fire and rehire the 
workforce if it didn’t sign up 
to worse contracts. 

Workers mounted an 
impressive challenge to the 
bosses, taking a bold 44 days 
of strikes. 

Failed 
But at many points during 
the strike, the GMB national 
leadership failed to give a 
lead.

This failure led to up to 
500 workers being forced out 
of the company in April. 

Chris is one of those 
 workers who left the com-
pany earlier this year. He 
told Socialist Worker, “I can’t 

really be any clearer about 
how much disdain I have for 
British Gas, and how they 
have treated their staff.” 

“The GMB have been 
very poor as well. And of 
course this has all been 
made possible by our current 
government.” 

Another GMB member, 
Keith, wrote, “I think on 
this occasion, GMB would 
be better saying nothing, 
rather than claim they ‘suc-
cessfully’ negotiated an 
end to a  dispute. Shameful 

posturing.” Negotiations 
described as “gruelling” by 
the GMB led to  improvements 
in unsocial hours pay, better 
overtime rates and limits to 
how many unsocial hours can 
be worked. 

The pension scheme will 
also not change for new 
 starters at British Gas. 

Workers, under intense 
pressure, accepted the new 
terms and conditions by  
75.5 percent to 24.5 percent. 

For many, these new 
negotiated terms were a 

tiny concession made to the 
 workforce by the bosses.

British Gas bosses have 
managed to push through 
fire and rehire while only 
having to make a few small 
 concessions after negotiations. 

But it didn’t have be this 
way.

Workers were willing to 
keep fighting. 

And if the GMB had 
called an all-out strike—and 
appealed for support from 
across the labour movement—
workers could have won. 

Three groups of strikers take fight 
to multinational outsourcer Serco  
BIN WORKERS in Bexley, 
south east London, have 
extended their strikes 
over pay and cuts.

Around 140 Unite union 
members, who are employed 
by outsourcing giant Serco, 
walked out on 12 July.

They planned to stay out 
until Sunday, but strikes are 
now set to continue until 
next Sunday, 1 August. 

Workers say they’re 
determined to hold daily 
picket lines despite “heavy 
handed” policing at previous 
pickets. 

Tory-run Bexley council 
announced that Serco’s 
contract will not be renewed 
when it expires in October.

Workers will be 
transferred from Serco to 
new company Countrystyle 

Recycling on the London 
Living Wage of £10.85 an 
hour. 

But Unite is demanding 
the Serco contract is removed 
sooner—and for workers to 
be paid £13 an hour. 

Serco has refused to pay 
back wages to at least 50 
workers. 

nWORKERS AT a Serco 
rubbish collection service 
in the West Midlands 
have voted to strike over 
allegations of bullying and 
threatening behaviour 
by management. 

The GMB union members 
at Serco Sandwell voted by 
87 percent to strike and  
95 percent voted for action 
short of strikes.

Workers say they have 

faced intimidation from 
the bosses, including the 
victimisation of those who 
have raised concerns about 
safety. Strikes could begin 
within the next two weeks. 

nA NEW phase of 
industrial action is set to 
hit the Caledonian Sleeper 
railway service on Friday 
as outsourced workers 
continue their pay fight. 

RMT union members have 
staged a series of strikes 
since 15 June after Serco 
bosses tried to impose a pay 
freeze.

Workers will refuse to 
work any higher-grade 
duties, overtime or work on 
their rest days from Friday.

Strikes can push back the 
bosses’ attacks. 

BRITISH GAS strikers consistently supported taking action    Picture: Laura MiLes                               

Reject deal 
at JDE plant 
WORKERS AT JDE coffee 
plant in Oxfordshire 
have begun voting a deal 
agreed between their 
Unite union and bosses. 

The deal came after 
rolling strikes against 
bosses’ plans to fire and 
rehire the workforce 
on worse contracts. 

Contracts would have 
imposed pay cuts of up to 
£12,000, night work for 
all workers and punishing 
new shift patterns. 

Suspending the action 
for a fortnight of talks gave 
bosses the upper hand. 

The new deal keeps the 
pay cuts and shift changes 
in exchange for paltry 
compensation. It also 
includes 23 redundancies. 

Workers should vote no 
and demand a re-ballot for 
an all-out indefinite strike. 

Liverpool university strikers 
fight to stop redundancies
WORKERS AT Liverpool 
university are set to stage 
10 more days of strikes to 
hit back at bosses’ plans for 
compulsory redundancies. 

The UCU union members 
plan to walk out on 
Wednesday of next week 
until Saturday 14 August.  

University bosses initially 
planned to sack up to 47 
workers in the faculty of 
health and life sciences.

But workers’ action has 
forced them to gradually 
reduce this number. After 

strikes in May and June 
and a marking boycott, 
bosses say they’ll only 
sack seven workers. 

The UCU members 
are determined to fight 
for every job—and 
backed further action. 

The strikes are set to 
coincide with a number 
of university events, 
including the open day. 

This could potentially 
hit the university hard. 
lTweet your support and solidarity 
to@ULivUCU2

by NICK CLARK 

A GROUP of workers at 
the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA) 
in Swansea are set to begin 
a month-long strike on 
Monday of next week.

The strike by workers in the 
Drivers’ Medical department 
is the latest action by PCS 
union members at the office 
in a long-running coronavirus 
safety battle.

More than 600 workers 
at the office have caught 
Covid-19 since the pandemic 
began.

Yet DVLA bosses have 
forced more than 1,000 of 
them to come into the office.

PCS members have fought 
a campaign of rolling action 
after government ministers 
intervened to scupper a deal 
that would end the dispute.

Action by those in Drivers’ 
Medical has already caused a 

huge backlog of applications 
for renewed licenses. Now a 
month-long strike could pile 
on the pressure.

lDonate to the strike fund.  
The details are: Account name: 
Fighting Fund Levy. Account 
number: 20331490 Sort code: 
60-83-01 Reference: DVLA
 
lSend messages of support to 
responseteam@pcs.org.uk.

OUTSOURCING 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CONTRACTS 

UNIVERSITIES 

DVLA workers prepare for 
month-long safety strike 

FIRE AND REHIRE 

Casual contracts fight at 
the Royal College of Art 
UCU UNION members at the 
Royal College of Art (RCA) 
in London will ballot for 
strikes this autumn.

Workers are fighting 
increased casualisation 
and a failure to protect 

terms and conditions for 
permanent staff. They 
are also concerned that 
increased workloads are 
forcing some to work  
75-week terms. The ballot 
will open in October. 

PAY 

Vote for strikes over pay 
insult at 48 universities 
UNISON UNION members at 
48 universities are set to be 
balloted for strikes over pay. 

Some 86 percent of union 
members rejected bosses’ 
pay offer. Unison’s higher 
education service group 
executive lodged a formal 
dispute with higher education 
bosses at the beginning of 

June. The ballot is open until 
10 August in England and 
runs from 2 to 27 August in 
Scotland. 

Unison national officer Ruth 
Levin said, “Coming a year 
after the pay freeze that was 
imposed on higher education, 
the 1.5 percent pay offer falls far 
short of what staff need.” 

A DVLA striker
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  TUNISIA PROTESTS
TRIGGER A CRISIS
by NICK CLARK

TUNISIA’S  pres ident 
sacked the country ’s 
 government after  protests 
over poverty, unemploy-
ment  and a  sp ike  in 
Covid-19 cases.

Protesters gathered in 
cities across Tunisia over the 
weekend demanding that the 
government step down.

Many celebrated after 
 p r e s i d e n t  K a i s  S a i e d 
announced he would sack the 
prime minister and suspend 
parliament.

Yet Saied—elected as 
 president as an independ‑
ent—has made moves to 
grab more political power 
for himself.

Protesters fought police 
in several Tunisian cities 
over the weekend. They also 
stormed or tried to storm 
several offices of the ruling 
Ennahda party.

Many are angry at high 
unemployment ,  r i s ing 
Covid‑19 cases and a  shortage 
of vaccines. 

T h e  p r o t e s t s  c o m e 
after Tunisians in poor 
 neighbourhoods rioted over 
poverty earlier this year, 
and after earlier demonstra‑
tions against police brutality.

One protester,  unemployed 
Nourredine Selmi, told the 
Reuters news agency, “Our 
patience has run out. There 
are no solutions for the 
unemployed.

“They cannot control the 
epidemic. They can’t give us 
vaccines.”

Poverty and unemploy‑
ment were at the heart of 

the Tunisian Revolution 
that overthrew dictator Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali in 2010.

Tunisia’s current ruling 
party, the Islamist Ennahda, 
gained support as it had been 
banned under the Ben Ali 
regime. Many people saw it as 
on the side of the revolution.

Yet governments led by 
Ennahda implemented free 

market reforms in return for 
loans from the International 
Monetary Fund.  These 
included fuel subsidy cuts, 
price rises and ending public 
sector hiring.

Now, ten years after the 
revolution, the rate of unem‑
ployment in Tunisia is nearly 
18 percent.

S a i e d  w a s  e l e c t e d 

president in 2019 as an inde‑
pendent, claiming to be on 
the side of ordinary people 
and against corruption.

Yet since his election he 
has tried to concentrate 
power in his own hands—
including insisting he was 
“supreme commander of the 
military and civilian armed 
forces.” 

He also blocked the 
 formation of a constitutional 
court in April. And in May, 
the Middle East Eye news 
website revealed a letter from 
Saied’s advisors urging him 
to seize control.

It said he should arrest 
 government leaders and 
declare a “constitutional 
dictatorship,” using the 
 co ronav i ru s  “na t i ona l 
 emergency” as an excuse.

To make the coup popu‑
lar, the letter said says that 
all payments of bills or elec‑
tricity, water, telephone, 
internet, bank loans and 
taxes should be suspended 
for 30 days. The price of basic 
commodities and fuel would 
be cut by 20 percent.

T e n  y e a r s  a f t e r 
 overthrowing Ben Ali, many 
ordinary people feel betrayed 
by their new rulers’ failure 
to match the revolution’s 
demands.

Now some at the top want 
to use that anger to turn 
back some of the revolution’s 
 democratic gains. 

But every government 
since the revolution has faced 
protests and crises. That crisis 
won’t go away, whoever is in 
charge—and neither should 
the anger among ordinary 
Tunisians.

Protesters in Tunisia’s capital Tunis in front of parliament 

 Global support grows for Egyptian socialist on hunger strike in prison
SUPPORTERS AROUND the 
world of hunger striking 
Egyptian prisoner Hisham 
Fouad have launched 
a petition demanding 
his urgent release.

Hisham, a socialist and 
journalist, launched his 
hunger strike on 10 July, 
having been held for 
two years without trial. 
Supporters who know 
him say he is kept in 
a dirty, pest‑infested, 
windowless cell without 
even a bed to sleep on.

Hundreds of people 
had already signed the 
petition less than 24 hours 
after it was launched. 

The petition, coordinated 
by the Egypt Solidarity 

Initiative, is aimed at 
piling pressure on the 
Egyptian regime.

It says, “We hold the 
Egyptian authorities 
responsible for his 
well‑being and safety. The 
persecution of Hisham and 
other political activists, 
journalists, human rights 
workers and researchers 
unjustly detained in 
Egypt must end.

“The Egyptian authorities 
must stop using ‘pre‑trial’ 
detention to incarcerate 
and silence critical voices.”

Hisham is a well‑known 
activist for workers’ rights 
in Egypt and also played 
a leading role in Palestine 
solidarity campaigns.

He is one of some 60,000 
political prisoners in Egypt—
victims of state repression 
launched by dictator Abdel 
Fattah el‑Sisi as part of 
a counter‑revolution.

Egyptian law says the 
maximum time a person 
can be detained without 
trial is two years. Yet his 
lawyers report that, rather 
than release him, the 
regime is preparing a new 
case aimed at detaining 
him even longer.

In a statement from 
his prison cell, Hisham 
said, “I decided to begin 
a hunger strike, starting 
from Saturday 10 July, 
in defence of the rule 
of law and the right to 

a fair trial and to stop 
this endless cycle.

“I hope that my young 
family, whom I hold in 
love and appreciation, will 
understand this decision. 
And that my children will 
realise that I did not accept 
injustice, whether inside 
or outside of prison.”

Hisham is counting 
on solidarity. He says he 
won’t win “without uniting 
all those who stand in 
solidarity with the forces 
of life in society and with 
freedom‑loving people 
around the world.”. 

Sign the petition at  
bit.ly/HishamFouadPetition 
For more details, go to 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.orgHisham Fouad 
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