
WEST’S WAR IN AFGHANISTAN WAS...

 TWENTY
YEARS OF
 HORROR
OPEN THE BORDERS TO ALL THE REFUGEES

Relatives pray during a 
funeral of a victim of a US 
drone strike in Nangarhar 
province, Afghanistan, 
September 2019
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IMPERIALISM

The bloody 
defeat of the 
West’s war
AFTER 20 years, at least a 
 quarter of a million killings 
and trillions of pounds 
spent on military assaults, 
the Taliban has overthrown 
the Western-backed 
government in Afghanistan.

It is a colossal defeat for 
British and US imperialism. 
Even decades of bloody war 
could not ensure they won.
>>Page 3

CRIMES

Massacres were 
the true face of 
the occupation 
US PRESIDENT Joe Biden 
said on Monday the war 
in Afghanistan was to 
“combat terrorism”.

In truth it brought terror 
to the Afghan people.

British, US and other 
troops from their alliance 
committed atrocities that 
flowed from the imperialist 
nature of the war.
>>Page 5

BLAME

Blair and Britain’s 
role in backing 
Bush’s invasion
NO ONE should be in any 
doubt that Afghanistan 
was Britain’s war as much 
as it was the US’s.

Tony Blair trumpeted 
Britain’s use of military power 
to replace governments it didn’t 
like. But the war immediately 
faced mass protests.
>>Page 4
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Will we discover who the 
Tories put in ‘VIP lane’?  
THE GOVERNMENT has been 
forced to say it will publish all the 
names of companies that received 
PPE contracts after being referred 
into a fast-track “VIP lane” by 
ministers.

But it has not set a date for the 
disclosures.

A National Audit Office report in 
November found that companies in the 
“VIP lane” were ten times more likely to 
be awarded a contract.

Among the companies so far revealed 
to have been awarded contracts through 
the VIP process are P14-Medical, run by 
the Conservative councillor and donor 
Steve Dechan. Another, Meller Designs 
is run by prominent Tory donor David 
Meller. Ayanda Capital was  promoted 
by Andrew Mills, then an adviser to Liz 
Truss, the trade secretary.

New freedom of information 
 disclosures by the Cabinet Office have 
now revealed that Meller Designs dis-
cussed the supply of personal protective 
equipment with Michael Gove’s office 

weeks before it received large pandemic 
contracts.

Since March the department has 
blocked the release of messages between 
Gove and Meller citing “commercial 
sensitivity”. 

The company, which normally 
 supplies beauty products to high street 
retailers, received £164 million of 
 contracts for hand sanitiser, coveralls, 

respirators and masks supplied by 
Chinese manufacturers under contracts 
awarded without competition.

Meller helped run Gove’s 2016 
Conservative leadership campaign, and 
has given £60,000 to the Conservative 
Party, as well as £5,000 to Gove 
personally.

lTORY SIR Geoffrey Cox trousered 
more than £900,000 working as a 
 barrister while the Covid pandemic 
ripped through Britain—and failed to 
speak in parliament once.

The former Attorney General has 
three second jobs as a barrister, includ-
ing a lucrative role he began last 
September as “consultant global coun-
sel” for Withers LLP with an annual 
salary of £468,000. 

The MP for Torridge and West Devon 
last spoke in the Commons around 18 
months ago.

After that date, Cox worked 466 
hours for various legal firms, raking in 
a small fortune of around £904,000.

lFEARS OVER the economic future aren’t 
hitting everyone. Average pay for partners 

at accountant PwC jumped by more than a 
quarter last year to a record £868,000 after 
a deal-making boom boosted demand for its 
advisory services.  

The Big Four firm also paid out an 
unprecedented £128 million in bonuses.

The pay rise came as PwC posted a 
25 percent increase in profits, which hit 
£1.2 billion for the 12 months to June. 

 Dirty bankers take over 
polluting water company 
SOUTHERN WATER, fined 
a record £90 million last 
month for dumping billions 
of litres of raw sewage, has 
been taken over by a bank 
with a murky past.

Investment bank 
Macquarie has bought a 
majority stake in Southern 
Water for over £1 billion.

Macquarie sold its stake 
in Britain’s biggest water 
supplier, Thames Water, in 
2017. 

This followed a decade 
in which Macquarie earned 
billions from the company 
through dividends and paid 
next to no corporation tax.

Macquarie sold its final 
stake in Thames for an 
estimated £1.35 billion, 
just months before the 
Environment Agency 

prosecuted the utility 
company for extensive 
pollution in the Thames 
and other rivers between 
2012 and 2014. At the 
time the £20 million fine 
was a record for this kind 
of offence. 

Cameron made a 
fortune at Greensill  
DAVID CAMERON made 
about £7 million from 
Greensill Capital before 
the finance company 
collapsed, documents 
obtained by BBC 
Panorama suggest.

The documents show 
the former Tory prime 
minister received more 
than £3 million after 
cashing in Greensill 
shares in 2019.

Greensill, which made 
its money by lending to 
businesses, went into 
administration in March.

Before its collapse, 
Cameron tried to 
persuade ministers to 
invest taxpayers’ money 
in Greensill loans.

Cameron sent 56 

messages lobbying 
ministers and senior 
civil servants. 

As well as the shares, 
Cameron received a 
salary of £720,000 a year 
as a part-time adviser.

The programme also 
said that the former 
prime minister was paid 
a bonus of £504,000 in 
2019 on top of his salary.

How dare you 
say Met police 
is corrupt?
MET POLICE commissioner 
Cressida Dick has 
responded to the 
Independent Panel 
report into the murder of 
Daniel Morgan in 1987. 

In June, the report 
branded the Met 
“institutionally corrupt” 
and accused Dick of trying 
to thwart the inquiry. 

Dick was specifically 
criticised for delays in 
handing evidence to the 
inquiry. Unsurprisingly, she 
has rejected the findings.

She said the idea “we 
keep things quiet to 
protect our reputation” was 
“bordering on offensive”.

Chair of the panel 
Baroness Nuala O’Loan 
said that public statements 
made by senior police 
officers following the 
panel’s report were 
“most disappointing”.

O’Loan said, “We have 
found the Met to be 
institutionally corrupt and 
the responses by senior 
officers to the report have 
been most disappointing.

“The Metropolitan 
Police has placed concern 
for its reputation above 
the public interest.

“This is a betrayal of the 
Morgan family, and it’s also 

a betrayal of the public.”
She added that the 

police reactions “illustrate 
exactly the problem that 
we have been describing”. 

Repeatedly in her 
response Dick states “The 
Met of today is not the 
Met of 34 years ago.” 

In contrast, the Met 
was condemned in the 
report for its culture which 
“still exists that inhibits 
both organisational and 
individual accountability” 
in the report.  

Dick said, “The Met 
does not accept the 
Panel’s findings that our 
actions during this case 
‘constitutes a form of 
institutional corruption’”.

The best Dick has 
to offer on the very 
specific and detailed 
allegations in the report 
is, “We do acknowledge 
that occasionally this 
can lead to an overly 
defensive attitude.” 

 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s clear the 
Channel migrant 
crisis is not 
going away. 
How many are 
arriving and then 
disappearing? 
Perhaps we need 
to form a sort of 
‘Home Guard’ 
to support the 
coastguard, 
police, Border 
Force etc’
Brendan Chilton, Labour 
council leader in Ashford, Kent

‘The likelihood 
there’s going to 
be the Taliban 
overrunning 
everything and 
owning the whole 
country is highly 
unlikely’
US president Joe Biden last 
month

‘It feels really 
callous to say yes’
Keir Starmer supporter 
Wes Streeting MP on the 
killing of alpaca Geronimo 

‘No alternative. I 
don’t think we can 
make an exception 
in this case’
Keir Starmer lays down the 
line
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lPRITI PATEL has appointed a 
former head of a hard-right 

pressure group and former 
editor of a conservative blog to a 
“politically neutral”civil service 
job. Jonathan Isaby, previously 
chief executive of the Taxpayers’ 
Alliance, which campaigns for 
lower government spending, is 
Patel’s new communications 
private secretary.

What’s coming from the pipes? 

PwC boss Kevin Ellis as Scrooge

GOVE MIGHT be nervous

Cressida Dick

Lex Greensill



US doesn’t 
care about 
women
IN 2001 Britain and the 
US justified the invasion 
of Afghanistan as a war of 
“humanitarian intervention”.

In reality, they wanted to 
reassert the US’s control of 
the Middle East and beyond.

Rulers do not care about 
improving the lives of people 
anywhere—they care only 
for domination, markets and 
control. 

If they did give the slightest 
care to civilian lives, bombing 
them wouldn’t be the way to 
show it.

The West claimed that the 
war was justified because 
democracy and human rights 
had to be defended from the 
Taliban, in particular women’s 
rights.

Yet the West allies itself 

with regimes such as the 
one in Saudi Arabia that 
systematically crushes 
women’s lives.

Now the situation looks 
perilous for those left behind.

As a result of Western 
intervention and a 20-year 
war, the lives of people in 
Afghanistan have been made 
much worse. The Taliban 
grew because of foreign 
intervention and the repeated 
murder of civilians by Western 
forces.

Life for women under 
the Taliban will indeed be 
repressive and harsh. It will 
be a regime that tramples on 
people’s rights.

But military intervention is 
not the answer

Liberation is never 
handed over or given to the 
oppressed. And it certainly 
isn’t granted through years of 
bombs, war and bloodshed.

The only way for the 
oppressed to free themselves 
is through self-action and 
self-emancipation.

The US and Britain don’t 
care for women’s rights. 
They will shut their borders 
to many refugees attempting 
to flee Afghanistan and their 
treatment of oppressed 
people at home.

The only way to win true 
liberation is to fight for it from 
below—not for it to be used as 
an excuse to fight a war.

The bloody defeat of the 
West’s Afghanistan war
by ISABEL RINGROSE

AFTER 20 years, at least a 
 quarter of a million killings and 
trillions of pounds spent on mil-
itary assaults, the Taliban has 
overthrown the Western-backed 
government in Afghanistan.

It is a colossal defeat for British 
and US imperialism. Even decades 
of bloody war could not ensure they 
won.

On Sunday it took one day for the 
Taliban to declare victory in the capi-
tal city Kabul after Afghan president 
Ashraf Ghani rushed to flee the coun-
try and his government collapsed.

Ghani fled without warning as 
Taliban forces moved in on Kabul.

Dramatic footage of a Chinook 
helicopter evacuating US diplomatic 
staff from Kabul evoked memories of 
famous photographs of overloaded 
aircraft leaving Saigon, Vietnam, in 
1975.

Kabul was the last city to fall 
into the hands of the Taliban as its 
 progress across the country took 
place at astonishing speed.

Over the weekend the second and 
third biggest cities were taken over, 
as were whole regions following the 
collapse of the Afghan army. 

Many of the Afghan army 
 commanders did deals with the 
Taliban and offered no armed 
resistance.

Photos emerged on Sunday of the 
Taliban in the presidential palace in 
Kabul.

Posed
Taliban fighters posed next to 
US-made Black Hawk helicop-
ters and other aircraft seized from 
Afghanistan’s military.

In the same video, Taliban fight-
ers also showed off Russian-made 
 military helicopters. 

The footage appeared to be 
filmed in a hangar at Kandahar air 

base, which until recently was one 
of the US’s most important bases in 
Afghanistan.

A fighter can be heard claiming 
that at least five helicopters and 
 several jets were inside the base. 

The US-made aircraf t  are 
 estimated to be worth several mil-
lion dollars each.

This is what total defeat of US and 
British invasion looks like.

Britain and the US rapidly moved 
to send in thousands of troops. They 
say this will be to evacuate their 
national citizens, including diplo-
mats and embassy staff who are 
“eligible”.

But US troops fired shots at Kabul 
 airport to stop people attempting to 
reach flights “only meant to ferry 
diplomats, foreign staff and local 
embassy staff”. 

Stampedes
Five people are reported to have died 
as a result of stampedes triggered by 
confusion and chaos.

In Britain, parliament was recalled 
for Wednesday this week to discuss 
the unfolding events.

Many are now rightly asking why 
so much money was spent, and so 
many mostly young lives wasted, for 
nothing except murder and bloody 
mayhem.

The blame for the desperate 
 situation lies solely with the West. 
Imperialist forces threw everything 
they had at the Middle East to secure 
their control and influence.

The US-led and British backed 
campaign that lasted two decades 
has been a complete failure. 

And now, after it’s too late, they 
are retreating as fast as possible 
and leaving behind the destruction 
they’ve caused.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Make refugees welcome 
THE BRITISH government has 
said it will allow in some Afghan 
refugees, but not how many.

It is likely to restrict access to 
those who worked most closely 
with the West’s military and the 
Afghan government.

The one useful action Britain 
could take now is to say 
that all Afghan refugees 
should be allowed to 
come here, and all 
deportations should end.

European Union 
states are now panicking 
about when they can 
deport asylum seekers to 
Afghanistan. And they’re 
worried about how many 
people might now try to 

flee west. Six EU member states 
have warned against halting 
deportations of rejected Afghan 
asylum seekers.

“Stopping returns sends the 
wrong signal and is likely to 
motivate even more Afghan 
citizens to leave their home 

for the EU,” Austria, 
Denmark, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Greece and 
Germany said in a letter to 
the European Commission.

The answer isn’t to send 
people back to dangerous 
situations. 

Instead, borders must 
open to all those fleeing 
from horrors triggered by 
the West.Fleeing Kabul

TALIBAN FIGHTERS take control of the presidential palace  
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Britain had 
bloody role 
in war on 
Afghanistan 
Never forget that Tony Blair’s Labour 
government lined up behind US 
imperialism, writes  Yuri Prasad 
NO ONE should be in any doubt 
that Afghanistan was Britain’s 
war as much as it was the US’s.

Even before the 2001 invasion, 
Labour prime minister Tony Blair 
was trumpeting Britain’s use of mil-
itary power to replace governments 
it didn’t like.

When Britain sent troops into 
Sierra Leone and then Kosovo, his 
New Labour supporters called it 
“humanitarian intervention”.

Only the West could save 
these “backward” societies from 
 themselves, they argued. They said 
“liberation” could best be achieved 
with aerial bombardment.

Blair took his bombast with him 
into Afghanistan. He told the Labour 
Party conference in 2001, “This is a 
battle with only one outcome—our 
victory not theirs.”

The entire political establishment 
fell into line with Blair as soon as the 
first Western shots were fired.

Liberal newspapers ran gushing 
pieces that talked of Britain acting 
as a civilising force, helping to build 
a new nation of democratic rights 
where previously there had been 
none.

Rushed 
They rushed to give Blair crucial 
 ideological support as the British 
public became increasingly sceptical.

A foreign policy mentor to 
Tony Blair wrote in The Observer 
 newspaper, in 2002, “When  dealing 
with old-fashioned states outside the 
postmodern  continent of Europe, 
we need to revert to the rougher 
 methods of an earlier era”. 

These were “force, pre-emp-
tive attack, deception, whatever is 
 necessary to deal with those who 
still live in the 19th century world 
of every state for itself.”

But the talk of surgical strikes 
and quick victory soon gave way to 
a long occupation, and Nato moved 
the conflict from “peace keeping” to 
“combat mission”.

Lance Corporal Joe Glenton 
spoke to Socialist Worker in 2009—
the bloodiest year for British troops 
occupying Afghanistan. 

He faced prison after going on 

the run rather than returning to the 
fighting.

Recalling his posting in Kandahar 
in 2006 he said, “The Afghan people 
were attacking us, even though our 
politicians said we were going in to 
help them.

“It came as a real shock. That’s 
when I became aware that there was 
something seriously wrong with the 
war.”

But the pressure to stay in 
Afghanistan continued into the 
 coalition government in 2010 and the 
Tory administrations that followed.

To leave now would be to admit 
defeat, said the generals—and 
 hundreds of British lives would have 
been lost for nothing. The thousands 
of Afghan lives lost barely rated a 
mention.

As the US under president Trump 
started withdrawal negotiations 
with the Taliban, the British fought 
a rear-guard action to stay in.

Tory defence secretary Ben 
Wallace last week told the Daily 
Mail newspaper, “It became appar-
ent pretty quickly that, without the 
United States as the framework 
nation it had been, these options 
were closed off.

“All of us were saddened, from 
the Prime Minister down, about 
all the blood and treasure that had 
been spent, that this was how it was 
ending.”

WAR CRIMINALS—then British prime minister Tony Blair with then US president George Bush

Resistance saw biggest anti-war 
movement come onto the streets
ANTI-WAR SENTIMENT spread 
quickly after Britain and the US 
launched its first wave of bombs on 
Afghanistan on 7 October 2001.

Over 50,000 people joined the 
first national protest in London the 
following weekend.

The scale and breadth of the 
demonstration convinced many 
that a mass anti-war could be built. 
One of its distinguishing features 
was the large presence of Muslims 
and young people.

Demonstrate  
The Guardian newspaper reported, 
“Government ministers were 
surprised by the size of the anti-war 
demonstration.”

Riaz Ali told Socialist Worker 
at the time, “I have come down 
with friends from the mosque in 
Birmingham. 

“When the missiles started to fall 
on ordinary people in Afghanistan I 
knew I had to be here.

“I do not care if people are 
Muslim or not. If they are prepared 
to fight to stop this war then they 
are my brothers and sisters.”

As Tony Blair and president 
George Bush ramped up their war 

drive, anti-Muslim sentiment rose 
quickly too. Muslims were portrayed 
in the media as “Medieval”, 
“backward” and “easily led”.

An understanding of this gave 
rise to the term “Islamophobia”. 
The newly formed Stop the War 
Coalition made combatting it one 
of the group’s core aims. The next 

demonstration came in November 
and was around double the size of 
the first. 

But despite the pressure, 
Tony Blair and his liberal 
backers ensured there was no 
parliamentary vote on whether 
British troops should be in 
Afghanistan until 2010.

Just 22 MPs signed an Early Day 
Motion calling for a vote in 2009.

The pressure of the anti-war 
movement continued to grow as 
casualties mounted, despite the 
rapid fall of the Taliban government.

United Nations buildings were 
hit. There were multiple incidents 
of “friendly fire” in which Western 
troops mistakenly killed each other. 

And a Taliban bombing 
campaign killed even leading 
government officials. As 
Afghanistan quickly descended into 
the chaos of Western bloodshed 
and then civil war, a new conflict 
was looming.

Bush and Blair now had their 
sights set on Iraq. 

The 2003 invasion would 
lead to a storm of anger against 
imperialism—and the biggest street 
protest in British history.

What does Afghan defeat 
mean for US imperialism?
THE WORDS of US president Joe 
Biden have come back to haunt 
him awfully quickly.

A little more than five weeks 
ago he said, “There’s going to be 
no circumstance where you see 
people being lifted off the roof of 
an embassy of the United States 
in Afghanistan.”

He continued, saying, “The 
likelihood there’s going to be the 
Taliban overrunning everything 
and owning the whole country is 
highly unlikely.”

That the pictures of helicopters 
taking off with embassy staff last 
weekend came from a landing 
pad adjacent to the embassy, 
rather than the roof, is not going 
to help Biden.

But this may be the least of his 
worries.

The US has spent two decades 
bogged down in unwinnable 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet 
its main rival, China, has been 
using its power to buy global 
influence.

While most of its investments 
are concentrated in the West and 
in neighbouring states, China 
now has considerable sway 
across Asia, Latin America and 
parts of Africa.

Biden and his allies have 
responded to this aggressively, 
calling for a military and 
economic alliance of North 
America and Europe against the 
Asian superpower.

Ambitions
The New York Times newspaper 
summarised it—“Years of 
refashioning American foreign 
policy in reaction to the 9/11 
attacks gave China the room to 
rise, Russia the room to disrupt 
and Iran and North Korea 
room to focus on their nuclear 
ambitions.”

But after the recent military 
failures, how can Biden ensure 
that US muscle is still respected 
in the regions it intends to 
dominate?

The most likely answer is 

to use its long-held military 
superiority. The US may now 
have a serious economic 
competitor, but its military power 
is unrivalled.

With bases all over the world, 
and remote technology readily at 
hand, Biden can easily lash out 
at any state that steps over his 
lines.

US drones can deliver deadly 
bombs to almost anywhere 
within hours.

And if a more powerful 
show of force is required, 
heavy bomber planes can be 
dispatched.

And he can draw on a range 
of supplicant nations to act as a 
proxy on the US’s behalf.

Long wars and military 
occupation are now deeply 
unpopular with the US public—
and terribly risky.

So it is unlikely that the Biden 
administration will look to 
quickly embark on another.

But that is not going to 
make the world a safer place. 
Instead, the US is perhaps more 
unpredictable and therefore 
more dangerous.

Socialist Worker  18 August 2021

 Stop the War 2003 anti-Iraq war
protest in London

BACK STORY
Britain joined a coalition of 
Nato forces, led by the US, to 
conquer Afghanistan in 2001
lThe Taliban  was quickly 
overturned 
lThe US installed a totally corrupt 
regime that relied on the drug 
trade 
lTaliban fighters turned to 
guerrilla fighting, and the West 
poured in more troops and guns
lIn 2011 the US had 110,000 
troops in Afghanistan but still 
could not win.
lThe cost of the war to the US 
alone grew to £72 billion a year

Politicians know that US military occupations are not popular

Joe Biden’s US have failed in 
Afghanistan

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

MASSACRES WERE THE 
TRUE FACE OF AFGHAN WAR 

U
S PRESIDENT Joe 
Biden broke open a 
decades‑long lie on 
Monday. Seeking to 
justify his policies, he said 

the brutal war on Afghanistan was 
never about “nation‑building”.

That is directly contrary to what 
George Bush and Tony Blair claimed 
the “war on terror” was for.

Instead Biden reverted to saying 
the war was to combat terrorism. 
In truth it brought terror to the 
Afghan people.

British, US and other troops 
from their alliance committed 
atrocities that flowed from the 
imperialist nature of the war.

They used Afghan civilians as 
target practice in broad daylight, 
raided homes at night to execute 
people and tortured “suspected” 
Taliban fighters.

It was the occupation and its 
brutalities that drove support for 
the Taliban.

Soldiers took pictures with 
murdered victims, or collected 
body parts as “trophies”—as in 
the Maywand District murders 
from June 2009 to June 2010.

US soldiers murdered a 15 
year old boy, Gul Mudin, who was 
working on his father’s farm.

After being shot dead he was 

stripped as soldiers posed with him. 
They also killed 22 year old Marach 
Aghar and kept part of his skull.

In the Kandahar massacre 
in March 2012, US soldiers 
intentionally murdered 16 civilians 
and injured a further six. Nine of 
their victims were children.

And the Wech Baghtu US 
airstrike caused 37 civilian deaths 
and 27 injuries at a wedding.

US soldiers also backed Afghan 
warmongers with a history of 
corruption, murder, torture and 
rape.

True numbers of civilian deaths 
have been purposefully covered up. 
One airstrike in December 2001 
blew up 65 civilians. 

But the US claimed those hit 

were al‑Qaeda members, despite 
evidence to the contrary.

The US’s Bagram airbase was, 
until this week, a prison full of 
torture and abuse for some 5,000 
people.

Most victims were civilians 
“suspected” of being Taliban 
fighters—or would-be fighters—
based on little to no evidence. 
Dr Aafia Siddiqui was kept locked 
in the airbase for seven years with 
her three young children.

Britain was in on the abuses 
too. One particular horror came 
in 2012 after four children were 
murdered by special forces.

And Britain held a prison at 
Camp Bastion—where captives 
were held indefinitely without 
charge.

Human rights abuses are just 
one reason to shut down all 
military operations in Afghanistan.

For the soldiers, instilling fear in 
their victims or playing sport with 
innocent lives was part of the fun 
of their war.

There is now an attempt to 
say the chaos and suffering of 
Afghanistan is the product of 
Western forces leaving too quickly. 

It is a result of a war that 
should never have been started, 
and which continued far too long.

LABOUR’S WAR GUILT
NOT TWO weeks ago, 

Labour’s leader Keir 
Starmer said his party 

should be “very proud” of its right 
wing governments’ “achievements” 
under Tony Blair.

Afghanistan is Tony Blair’s 
“achievement”. Will Starmer be 
proud of that? He certainly can’t 
criticise it or admit the whole 
thing was wrong. He probably 
doesn’t want to do that anyway.

Instead, he and shadow foreign 
secretary Lisa Nandy criticise 
the US for “abandoning the 

Afghan people”. Ending 20 years 
of war and pulling out US troops 
was, says Nandy, a “catastrophic 
miscalculation.”

For them, the horror is an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
Labour’s renewed support for US 
military intervention. They want to 
revive the idea that this is about 
democracy and human rights.

It’s a world away from the days 
when Labour’s former left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn apologised 
in parliament for the Blair 
government’s invasion of Iraq.

“Hundreds of thousands of lives 
have been lost and the country 
is still living with the devastating 
consequences of the war,” he said.

“They have paid the greatest 
price for the most serious foreign 
policy calamity of the last 60 
years.”

The same could be said for 
Afghanistan today. But we won’t 
get any apology from Starmer.

Instead, Labour will only attack 
the Tories from the right—and 
bring back the lies that launched 
the war in the first place.

The Western 
occupation and 
its brutalities 
built support for 
the Taliban

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK 

West’s Afghan failures  
led to reborn Taliban
WHEN THE West invaded Afghanistan some two 
 decades ago, their cheerleaders in the media earnestly 
claimed the regime change would bring with it liberal 
progress.

Now that war has ended—and its inevitable, catastrophic 
consequences play out—that claim is back.

Once again, there’s an effort to prettify the 20 year 
 occupation, and shift the weight of the blame for its awful 
reality onto Afghan people.

“Will the Taliban take Afghanistan back to the past,” 
 wonders the BBC’s world affairs editor John Simpson as he 
lays it on thick.

He recounts how he and his colleagues “marched into 
Kabul” in November 2001, “battling our way through the 
joyful crowds” who shout at them “thanks to god you are 
come.”

Now, Simpson is impressed to find more cars in Kabul 
than there were 20 years ago, and “there are new buildings 
 everywhere.”

The “commercial life” of Afghan cities is evidence, for him, 
that “living standards have shot up.”

The truth is that, by some measures, up to 47 percent of 
people in Afghanistan live below the poverty line. And most of 
them don’t live in the cities—some 73 percent of Afghanistan’s 
population is rural.

The level of inequality in Afghanistan is at least as bad as 
it was twenty years ago.

The richest 10 percent of people in Afghanistan earn 43 per-
cent of all incomes in Afghanistan. The poorest 50  percent 
earn just 16 percent.

That’s the legacy of the US-backed governments since 2001.
True to form, the US imposed a regime that left services, 

jobs and pay open to privatisation, the market and NGOs. 
They were the sort of governments that might also 

 measure their success in buildings, cars and commerce, and 
where pockets of wealth grow amid poverty—and rampant 
corruption.

Collapse
Corruption at least partly explains the total collapse of the 
Afghan army in the face of the Taliban’s assault.

The Associated Press reported in May that Afghanistan’s 
military is “rife with corruption.”

Its official count of 300,000 soldiers is exaggerated by the 
number of “ghost soldiers”—where officers list non-existent 
fighters to collect their wages. The actual soldiers were badly 
equipped and demoralised.

That touches on to the other legacy of the occupation—its 
rule of violence and brutality.

Human Rights Watch reported in 2019 how the Afghan 
army and paramilitary groups killed civilians in routine “night 
raids” of villages.

In that sense, they were just carrying on the job of the 
Western soldiers they were being trained to replace—as 
 atrocities by US, British and Australian soldiers show.

They were backed by indiscriminate airstrikes, in which 
the US has never bothered to count properly the number of 
civilians killed.

All of that offers some explanation for how the Taliban 
has survived 20 years as an insurgent armed opposition, 
which the US and its puppet government never managed 
to crush.

Some reports say the Taliban has as many as 100,000 
fighters. They’ve been recruited in rural areas impoverished 
and terrorised by Afghan and occupation soldiers, and in the 
Afghan refugee camps across the southern border in Pakistan.

To those Afghans at least, the Taliban looked like an alter-
native, or a chance to hit back.

When the Taliban was founded in the 1990s, its strict 
conservative version of Islam was presented as a conscious 
alternative to the chaos of an Afghanistan divided between 
Western-backed warlords.

Now it plays the same role, as an alternative to the 
 corruption of the regime imposed by the US.

As one Taliban military commander told the New York 
Times recently, “Our problem isn’t with their flesh and bones. 
It is with the system.”

The return of the Taliban to government is bleak. But it’s 
the direct consequence of decades of US intervention.

One in 16 firms could close 
when furlough pay ends
by SAM ORD

ONE MILLION workers are 
employed by businesses 
at critical risk of closing 
operations within the next 
three months.

This wil l  happen as 
the government is set to 
 withdraw Covid-19 support 
schemes such as furlough 
from the end of September.

One in 16 companies now 
say that they are in danger 
of closure in the next three 
months.

Concerns are also being 
raised that as furlough ends 
workers will have no choice 
but to claim Universal Credit 
just as it’s cut by £20 a week.

The reduction of Universal 
Credit will push many into 
peril.

It will result in 683,000 
households no longer having 
enough to afford essentials 
such as food and rent. 

And 824,000 children who 
benefit from Universal Credit 
will also suffer as a result.

The study, conducted by the 
London School of Economics 
Programme on Innovation 
and Diffusion (POID)  outlines 
that many firms are in a much 
better position than in January 
this year.

But the risk to workers 
hasn’t gone away.

Measures
Deven  Ghe lan i ,  ch i e f 
 executive of the analysts 
Policy in Practice said, “By 
removing the pandemic’s 
 protective measures too 
early, the government is 
introducing an autumn of 
income shocks to families 
who depend on this support.”

The study shows how the 
uncertainty of the economy 
and the Covid-19 impact hits 
some industries and their 
workers harder than others. 

T r a v e l ,  f o o d  a n d 
 entertainment workers still 
rely heavily on the use of the 
furlough scheme. 

At the end of June, 
1.9  million workers were 
using the furlough scheme, 
despite the changes imple-
mented in August. Now 
employers are made to pay 
20 percent of wages and the 
state will pay 60 percent. 

At its peak in January this 
year, 5.1 million workers 
relied on furlough.

POID Researcher Peter 
Lambert said, “I think there 
will probably need to be 
some continuation of support 
in specific sectors.

“My bet is there’ll be more 
targeted support, because 

unless the economy really, 
really picks up, there’s going 
to be lots of people still left in 
the lurch in specific sectors.”

Scheme
The TUC union grouping has 
called on the  government 
to create a permanent 
 short-time working scheme 
as “a post pandemic legacy”. 

It hopes this will protect 
workers through periods of 
future economic turmoil. 

T h e  T U C  s a y s  t h e 
 furlough scheme, while not 
 perfect, is a major success, 

protecting millions of jobs 
and  livelihoods. 

The federation encourages 
the government to build on 
furlough, “not throw away its 
good work”.  

TUC general  secretary 
Frances O’Grady said, “Setting 
up a ‘daughter of  furlough’ to 
provide certainty to  workers 
and firms through future 
industrial change would be a 
fitting pandemic legacy.”

A furlough scheme should 
be available to all  workers 
who are laid off, and it should 
cover 100 percent of wages.

A MILLION people could lose their jobs as furlough 
ends, unfortunately Johnson isn’t one of them (above) 
TUC’s Frances O’Grady (left) 

Bosses stressing out homeworkers
WORKING FROM home 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic has caused 
a huge rise in unpaid 
overtime, according 
to a report from the 
Autonomy think tank.

Bosses exploiting the 
pandemic for unpaid 
labour particularly 
impacts women. 

Women are 43 percent 
more likely to work 
hours beyond their 
contracted amount. 

Unpaid labour during 
home working is a 
huge factor in negative 
physical health and 
mental distress. 

Women, especially 
those with children, 
face subsequent 

mental distress at a 
much higher level than 
their colleagues.

Autonomy believes 
“right to disconnect” 
laws must be 
implemented.

This would mean 
workers taking 
measures such as 
work calls or emails 
not being answered 
during rest breaks.

The report suggests 
employers should 
“not require a worker 
employed by him to 
monitor or respond 
to any work-related 
communications, or 
to carry out any work, 
outside the worker’s 
agreed working hours”.

Will Stronge, the 
director of research 
at Autonomy, said 
there is a “need to 
create much clearer 
boundaries between 
work-life and home-life”.

Stress of working at home
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Filmmaker
Ken Loach
booted out 
of Labour
Another principled left winger 
purged from the Labour Party means 
the ‘stay and fight’ strategy is even 
less credible, argues Nick Clark
THERE IS no place inside the 
Labour Party for the politics of 
socialist filmmaker Ken Loach.

That’s the message Labour’s 
 leaders have sent to their members 
after expelling Loach from the party.

Loach announced last  weekend 
that he had been expelled for 
 standing with other left wing Labour 
Party members booted out, often 
under accusations of antisemitism.

He was one of the few inside 
Labour—even among leading 
 figures among the Labour left—
who was unequivocal in opposing 
the smears coming from the right.

He wouldn’t give ground to the 
central claim that the left’s sup-
port for Palestinians encouraged or 
 represented antisemitism.

Disown
In a post on Twitter on Saturday, 
Loach said, “Labour HQ finally 
decided I’m not fit to be a member 
of their party, as I will not disown 
those already expelled. 

“Well I am proud to stand with 
the good friends and comrades vic-
timised by the purge.

“Starmer and his clique will never 
lead a party of the people.”

Loach’s films—especially I, 
Daniel Blake—spoke for the left’s 
anger at life in Tory Britain, and 
carried their want for a radically 
better world.

That’s why he was welcomed 
into the Labour Party after Jeremy 
Corbyn was elected leader in 2015. 
He was a guest at Labour Party con-
ferences and even filmed some of 
the party’s political broadcasts.

Now he has been castigated as an 
antisemite.

That means it won’t even be 
 possible to speak positively about 
him in Labour meetings. 

Many of those cheering on his 
expulsion from Labour also joined 
in the campaign to have him banned 
from speaking at an event in Oxford 
University.

It’s a sure sign that the future 
for the left inside the Labour Party 

is bleak. Some left wing activists 
cling to the hope of winning votes 
at Labour’s conference next month. 

Yet as Starmer and decades of 
Labour leaders before him have 
shown, there’s nothing to stop 
him or his MPs simply ignoring 
 conference decisions.

More to the point, staying 
inside the Labour Party ultimately 
means refusing to break free of the 
 constraints imposed by the right.

When Corbyn was suspended 
from Labour in 2020, left wing MPs 
had a choice—rebel and resign, or 
complain but stay put. 

Argument
Their argument—“stay and fight” 
in Labour—in reality, meant doing 
nothing.

That constant bind with the right 
makes Labour a dead end for the 
left. Loach himself knew this when 
he spent decades trying to build an 
alternative.

There still is one. The defeat of 
the left in Labour doesn’t mean the 
end of the fight against the world 
that Loach’s films rail against.

It just means that fight is  outside 
Labour—building the struggles, 
strikes and protests that can 
 challenge both the Tories and 
Starmer.

THOUSANDS HAVE protested against the new police bill Picture: Guy Smallman

Day of action called to Kill the Bill
A DAY of action against the Tories’ 
protest-smashing police bill has 
been called for Saturday.

Demonstrations are set to 
take place in London and other 
cities to resist the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts bill. 

It is currently going through its 
second reading in the House of 
Lords.

The Kill the Bill movement has 
joined Black Lives Matter groups, 
anti-racists and climate activists 
together in a coalition against the 
Tories’ repression.

This is because home secretary 
Priti Patel’s new bill hands the 
police further powers to limit any 
opposition to the Tories’ racism, 
sexism and denial of rights.

The best way to defend the 
right to protest is to use it by 
taking it to the streets.

Under the bill, the police will 
be able to impose any limitations 
they arbitrarily deem “necessary” 
on both static protests and 
marches 

“Intentionally or recklessly 
causing public nuisance” will 
make a criminal out of anyone 
who causes “serious annoyance”—

or even risks causing it. A 
protester can be locked up if they 
ought to have known their action 
would cause a disturbance.

But causing a disturbance to 
public life, making a noise, filling 
public spaces or blocking roads, 
is the intention of protests. Now 
the police will shut down protests 
they “reasonably” believe could be 
too loud. 

The punishment? Up to ten 
years in prison. 

Prison
And you could find yourself in 
prison for ten years if you tear down 
a statue of a slaver or racist too.

The bill had its second reading 
in the House of Commons 
less than a week after it was 
published, and was given just two 
days of debate.

Yet resistance to the police 
murder of Sarah Everard and 
police brutality in Bristol 
coincided with this timetable.

Attacks on protesters both in 
the wake of Everard’s murder and 
in Bristol showed why powers 
need to be taken away from the 
police, not more given.

And it’s not just protests 
under attack. The policing bill 
also targets Gypsy, Roma and 
Travellers.

The bill would give the police 
powers to fine Travellers up to 
£2,500. 

They will even be able to send 
people to prison, despite a lack 
of legal stopping places for those 
living nomadically.

It also makes sentences for 
certain crimes longer and will see 
more disproportionate policing of 
black people and Muslims.

This is seen in the new police 
power to have the “automatic 
right to search those who pose 
the greatest risk” and allow for 
“known criminals to be stopped at 
any time”.

Police already have powers to 
limit protest.

Now the Tories want to stop 
protests having any impact.

They must be confronted and 
the law made unworkable.

London Kill the Bill protest on Saturday 
21 August at 1pm in Parliament Square, 
London SW1P 3BD. Further informa-
tion available at @killthe bill_offical on 
Instagram

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Ken Loach has been in the 
Labour Party and other 
socialist alternatives
lLoach was involved in Respect 
—The Unity Coalition from its 
beginnings in January 2004
lHe joined the Labour party after 
Jeremy Corbyn became leader
lBut he has now been driven out 
by Keir Starmer
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Earthquake 
causes new 
devastation 
across Haiti
As Haiti is struck by earthquakes, 
Sam Ord explores the damage that 
imperialism has done

AS  R E S C U E R S  r u m m a g e 
through the rubble searching 
for survivors, officials in Haiti 
have confirmed at least 1,297 
people have been killed and 
5,700 injured by last Saturday’s 
earthquake.

The huge 7.2 magnitude 
 earthquake had a devastating effect 
on Haiti, just as tropical storm Grace 
was expected to hit the country.

Vast amounts of infrastructure 
including schools, water pipes and 
homes were all destroyed.

Saturday’s earthquake was 
stronger than the one that occurred 
in 2010, killing around 230,000 
people. It has had a stronger effect 
on the west of the nation in the 
provinces of Grand’Anse, Nippes 
and Sud.

The number of people missing 
remains unknown as search and 
rescue attempts escalate.

As rescuers attempted to save 
people, a further tremor  reaching 
5.8 magnitude was recorded. 
This set back many of the rescue 
attempts.

In the south west city of Les 
Cayes, local people attempted to 
pull bodies from a collapsed hotel. 
But the material was so dense and 
heavy they only discovered one 
body—a seven year old girl.

Archdeacon Abiade Lozama, the 
head of an Anglican church in Les 
Cayes, told the New York Times, 
“The streets are filled with  screaming. 
People are searching for loved ones 
or resources, medical help, water.”

Haiti is one of the world’s poor-
est countries. US intervention fol-
lowing the 2010 earthquake has 
left a legacy of poverty and polit-
ical crisis—especially after the 
 assassination of the Haitian presi-
dent last month.

Hai t i  undoubtedly  needs 
 international aid, but if it arrives in 
the form of more US soldiers, impe-
rialism and army bases as it did in 
2010 we can expect Haiti’s turmoil 
to continue.

As Afghanistan should remind us, 
military intervention is never the 
solution. Haiti has been smashed 

by decades of imperialism. The US 
military supported the brutal dicta-
torship of Francois Duvalier in 1957 
and US marines invaded in 1959 to 
prop him up.

In 1991, a US-backed coup 
 overthrew Jean-Bertrand Astride, 
who had been elected on left wing, 
anti-imperialist promises.

The US only restored him after 
he agreed to its demands—then 
backed another coup against him 
in 2004.

Haiti’s new prime minister Ariel 
Henry has declared a state of emer-
gency. Elections due to take place 
in the upcoming months are likely 
to be set back.

The real solution was seen in 
2019 when Haitians rose in revolt 
against the US-backed regime of 
president Jovenel Moise.

They destroyed several police 
headquarters, attacked residences 
of government officials, and burned 
a jail and courts to the ground.

In the capital Port-au-Prince’s 
wealthier neighbourhoods of 
Delmas and Petion Ville, angry 
crowds looted several stores, banks 
and money transfer offices, cash 
machines and pharmacies.

More resistance is needed to pull 
Haiti out of poverty.

. 
On other pages...
The City—adding fuel to the 
fires>>Pages 10&11

ALGERIA

Government fiddles as country burns 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

AT LEAST 90 people have died 
in Algeria as forest fires sweep 
through large parts of the north 
African country.

The fundamental cause is the 
rising temperatures and climate 
chaos that has also seen raging 
fires in other parts of the world.

This is the reality of climate 
change—soaring heat, spreading 
drought and walls of fire.

Wildfires are common in 

Algeria. In 2020, nearly 44,000 
hectares of Algerian forests went 
up in smoke—a hectare is about 
the size of an international 
football field. But the scale and 
ferocity of the fires grows as 
temperatures rise.

Many of those who have died 
are rural labourers living in 
desperate poverty who were 
trying to protect their homes and 
crops. 

People have shared images 
on shared media of trapped 
villagers, terrified livestock and 

forested hillsides reduced to 
blackened stumps.

Villagers forced to evacuate in 
order to escape the flames began 
trickling back to their homes, 
overwhelmed by the scale of the 
damage.

The state has been criminally 
complacent about the threat. In 
June there were forest fires in 
the Khenchela area. 

But there was no serious 
preparation for further blazes 
of the mobilisation of resources 
such as firefighting aircraft.

Covid crisis spreads and hits children in US
HEALTH AUTHORITIES say 1,902 
children are hospitalised with Covid 
in the US and coronavirus cases 
are hitting record highs as the delta 
variant takes hold.

The spread is greater among 
the unvaccinated part of the 
population, particularly in the 
southern states. 

Now the state of Florida 
accounts for a fifth of the US total, 
with around 16,100 cases on the 
wards. Children currently make 
up 2.4 percent of hospitalisations 
there. The US Centre for Disease 
Control said that every county 

in the states of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts is experiencing high 
or substantial transmission rates.

Top health officials say the US 
could soon see more than 200,000 
new Covid cases every day and 
some 90 million people are still 
unvaccinated.

Many hospitals are already on 
the brink of collapse. One CNN 
journalist reported that hospitals 
have resorted to putting beds in 
“parking structures” and cafeterias.

But they simply don’t have 
enough doctors and nurses to take 
care of the patients.

DESTRUCTION after last Saturday’s earthquake in Haiti  

Protesters in Haiti in 2019

Nearly 2,000 children are hospitalised
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Build a struggle to protect the NHS  
WHILE LEAFLETING at the 
local hospital people turned 
to pass us, until they saw 
the headline of Socialist 
Worker. 

It called for a strike to 
beat the Tories’ pay insult.

Then, people stopped to 
talk. 

Some reported that they 
were very angry “to put it 
mildly”.

But they also expressed 
doubt as to whether this 
will translate into a vote for 
action “as we’ve been here 
before and nothing 
happened”.

Management-type figures 
made comments like, “They 
have no pay rise in social 
services so they should be 

grateful for any rise they 
get”. 

Dividing workers against 
each other is always the 
bosses’ first instinct. 

Pretending there is no 
money for pay rises is 
another.

We have to counter this 
with meetings and 
discussions, as the Tories 
and their media will be 
shouting loudly.

Fighting Tory attacks on 
workers is the best way to 
resist the cuts to patient 
care that have progressed 
for decades.

Union leaders have long 
been hell bent on calling 
off action or minimising it.

If we don’t fight, patient 
care will worsen, more staff 
will leave and the vultures 
will land.

Julia Richardson
Swansea

9

Tory assault 
on animals 

THE TORIES’ decision to 
allow animal testing for 
cosmetics is barbaric.

They claim the move 
is to align with a board 
of appeal decision by 
the European Chemicals 
Agency that says 
certain ingredients 
must be tested before 
human use.

This is a lie. 
The Tories see 

animals as raw 
ingredients for the 
profit machine and 
bloodsports fun. 

They don’t want that 
machine choked by 
sentimentality.

With polls suggesting 
84 percent of us won’t 
buy these cosmetics, 
I can only hope their 
disregard for life assists 
their own demise.

Kim Hunter
Scarborough

Don’t engage 
the fascists
OVER THE last five 
years YouTube has been 
an increasing platform 
for the radicalisation of 
young people.

It was dominated by 
the far right, but the 
left has been growing in 
retaliation.

Now a new 
undercurrent of 
streamers are 
self‑proclaimed 
anarchists who discuss 
current events from 
the comfort of their 
computers.

A culture of “debate 
me bro” has been 
created where these 
streamers proclaim to be 
willing to debate anyone, 
including some well 
known fascist figures.

Inadvertently, 
this builds far right 
movements by offering 
a platform to usually 
de‑platformed fascist 
figures.

Sky Golding
Manchester

Starmer’s for 
the bosses
WHEN YOU represent 
the businesses and 
the bosses rather than 
the workforce, you are 
no longer the Labour 
Party.

Matt Link
on Facebook

lRelationship 
between Labour 

and businesses? What 
about the relationship 
between Labour and 
the people who do the 
work?

Mark Johnson
on Facebook

Just a 
thought... Fight for 

health and 
social care
DR KAMBIZ Boomla’s 
article on the new Health 
and Care Bill (Socialist 
Worker, 13 July) shows the 
need to resist the Tories’ 
offensive on health and 
social care.

Although the bill is still 
making its way through 
parliament, restructuring of 
the delivery of health and 
care services has been 
taking place since 2015.

These changes are based 
on a growing view among 
some politicians and 
hospital managers that there 
needs to be a more 
integrated model of health 
and social care.

More collaborative 
working may, on the 
surface, appear to be 
common sense. However, 
it’s a trap.

It will end up with 
dismantling hard fought for 
current levels of pay and 
conditions of services.

The bosses will attempt 
to change contracts to 
increase the flexibility and 
“skill mix”. This means 
social care, health and 
housing workers taking on 
each other’s current roles.

As workers become more 
hybrid, it will become easier 
to privatise the services.

Tower Hamlets council 
workers in east London 
have shown us how to fight. 

We must learn from them 
and remember the bill will 
undermine what’s left of 
public services.

Integrated care cannot 
solve the problems created 
by Tory austerity. Paying 
health care workers a 
decent wage and increased 
funding is a start.

Dave Lowe
Wigan

Stop scapgoating of 
students for Covid chaos
MINISTERS recently 
suggested making double 
vaccinations against 
Covid-19 mandatory for 
students to attend lectures 
and even to stay in 
university halls.

They say this is to 
increase vaccine uptake 
amongst younger people. 

But it is unfair for 
students who for whatever 
reason cannot be 
vaccinated, and those who 
fear it. We need 
persuasion, not coercion. 

Plus, it puts the onus on 
individuals to keep others 
safe, when this is what the 
government should have 

been doing.
Getting the vaccine 

should not be the only tool 
we have against Covid-19.

Not getting it should not 
be a barrier to education.

Although these plans 
are now probably being 
dropped, they are 
indicative of how the 
pandemic has been dealt 
with by the Tories. 

That’s especially true 
when considering the 
scapegoating of young 
people by the government 
to cover its failings.

Elisa Rowland
East London. 

The latest vaccine failure 
exposes more Tory greed 
TORY HEALTH secretary Sajid 
Javid confirmed this week that the 
government is to begin 
administering booster vaccines in 
the autumn.

This is despite scientists, 
including the head of the Oxford 
Vaccine Group that developed the 
AstraZeneca jab, stating there is 
no evidence a booster programme 
is needed.

Again, contrary to the science, 
the government has bulldozed 
ahead and ordered 35 million 
doses for its “booster programme”.

The order comes on top of the 
500 million vaccines Britain 
already has, which is enough for 
two jabs for four times the adult 
population.

For every 100 people in Europe, 

84 people have received one dose. 
Compare this to the 59 per 100 in 
South America, 54 in Asia and in 
Africa fewer than five doses per 100. 

Currently only 1.1 percent of 
people living in low income 
countries have one dose of a 
vaccine. The Tories are hoarding 
supplies while claiming to be 
global philanthropists by sending 
vaccines to the poorest countries.

Last month, they committed to 
sending 30 million doses overseas 
by the end of the year. However, 
the World Health Organisation has 
stated that vaccinating the world 
will take 11 billion doses.

A meagre 30 million is a drop in 
the ocean. The Tories are doing 
what they do best—attempting to 
fool the public into believing that 

they care about anything other 
than protecting their system.

The Tories claim to care about 
creating a “global Britain”. But 
they have decided to not 
immediately donate more vaccines 
to those in need globally.

Why has Britain not donated 
more vaccines to the world’s 
vulnerable? Simple.

Unfortunately the Tories are 
only interested in protecting 
wealth. As Boris Johnson said 
himself, Britain’s vaccine success is 
thanks to greed and capitalism.

If those in need are not 
financially beneficial to the Tories, 
they will be left to fight this global 
battle against Covid themselves.

Liam Mayhew
North London
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Fighting for pay



 THE CITY
ADDING
 FUEL
THE
 FIRES
Extinction Rebellion is preparing to launch action 
against the City of London. Nick Clark investigates how 
the mysterious district finances climate catastrophe, and 
how the secret world of the bosses runs

E
XTINCTION REBELLION is 
on the money. The climate 
movement’s return to mass 
action on 23 August will 
turn its sights on the City 
of London—the financial 

district in the centre of the capital.
From its skyscrapers and guildhalls, 

bankers and spivs handle the billions 
that pay for the world’s oil wells, coal 
mines and gas pipelines. They’re the 
ones who fuel the fossil fuel industry.

“Ultimately the City of London and 
money is like the blood flowing through 
the veins of the system,” Andrew 
Medhurst, a former City banker turned 
climate activist, told Socialist Worker.

“The banks provide the money and 
the insurance companies insure the 
 projects. If the banks and insurance 
companies stopped this then the fossil 
fuel industry would be one step closer 

to teetering on the brink.” 
They certainly would. If the City was 

a country, it would be the ninth biggest 
emitter of carbon dioxide—or CO2—in 
the world.

That’s according to a report by 
 charities Greenpeace and WWF, who 
estimated that British banks and asset 
managers financed 805 million tonnes 
of CO2 in 2019. This, says Greenpeace, 
“is just the tip of the iceberg.” 

Estimates were based on public infor-
mation released by just the top 15 banks 
and ten asset managers in Britain. It also 
said it couldn’t calculate the impact of 
some forms of finance such as insurance, 
due to a lack of public information.

Emissions
All this means that “the true extent of 
the carbon emissions funded by the 
UK’s finance sector is expected to be far 
greater.”

London is by far the biggest insur-
ance market, says Greenpeace. So the 
carbon emissions enabled by insur-
ance provided by British banks will be 
“substantial.”

Some figures we do know.
We know, for instance, that Barclays 

is the largest funder of fossil fuels among 
European banks—and the seventh larg-
est in the world. Its total funding for all 
fossil fuels between 2016 and 2018 was 
over £85 billion.

HSBC isn’t far behind. It’s the second 

largest funder in Europe, at some £63 
billion. Both banks are also among the 
top ten highest funders in the world of 
the tar sands, arctic oil and gas, and off-
shore oil and gas industries.

But don’t let the other banks off the 
hook. The annual report that collects this 
data—The Fossil Fuel Finance Report 
written by a number of NGOs—praised 
the Royal Bank of Scotland. This is 
because it has spent less than most other 
banks on funding fossil fuels since 2016.

It has still spent nearly £9 billion since 
then. That includes nearly £2 billion on 
fossil fuel expansion—efforts by busi-
nesses to exploit new fossil fuel reserves. 

This is a practice the report calls 
“simply indefensible.”

In fact, since 2016—when the Paris 

agreement sought to limit global heating 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius was signed—bank 
financing for fossil fuels has increased 
each year. What’s galling is that all of 
those banks profess to know the damage 
that the fossil fuel industry is doing. 

Most of them have made some sort of 
slippery commitment to reducing their 
emissions. But they do this while giving 
themselves loopholes and free passes to 
carry on lending and investing.

As long as there is money to be made 
from fossil fuels, competing banks and 
investment companies will want to grab 
a share of the profits. None of them plan 
to miss out.

Burning
And while the banks and investment 
companies keep the funds coming, the 
fossil fuel industries will keep digging, 
drilling and burning.

That’s why breaking the cycle has to 
mean more than reforming banks, or 
choosing the “good” ones. It has to strike 
at the profit system itself.

After spending 30 years as a trader—
a career that included high up positions 
for HSBC and Lloyds—Andrew jacked in 
the job in 2018.

“I did not feel comfortable working in 
a pension scheme telling people to save 
for 20 years when society’s collapse is 
imminent,” he said. “It felt like mis-sell-
ing at its worst.

“Capitalism in its current guise 

If the City were a 
country, it would be 
the world’s 9th 
biggest emitter of CO2

‘‘ LOCAL PEOPLE try 
to stop forest fires in 
Algeria (top) After 30 
years as a City banker 
Andrew Medhurst has 
turned against the 
system (above) 

Diverse bunch aren’t 
they? The City of 
London’s Court of 
Aldermen (right) Big 
business is given 
the power to run the 
Square Mile on its own 
terms 

is destroying itself, and it’s taking a 
 liveable planet for most of humans on 
the planet with it.

“The only way you repay debt is per-
petual economic growth. We’re already 
using many more resources than the 
Earth can sustain.”

“It’s the system that’s broken,” he 
added. “We all know we’ve got to keep 
oil and coal and gas in the ground, but it 
seems HSBC and Barclays are continuing 
to fund fossil fuel projects to the tune of 
billions of pounds.

“So that’s why Extinction Rebellion 
may target Barclays and HSBC—they are 
the worst in the league for funding fossil 
fuel projects. But all companies are com-
plicit because all are involved in this.”
For details of XR’s actions from Monday 23 
August go to bit.ly/XR2308

Guess who’s financing 
new coal mines... 
THE CITY is the third biggest financial 
centre providing loans to the coal 
industry, after Japan and the US. 

British banks together loaned 
nearly £16 billion to coal industry 
companies between October 2018 
and October 2020.

Add on the amount that the five 
main British banks provide to coal 
companies through underwriting 
in the same period, and that figure 
becomes £40 billion.

Then there’s the cash coughed 
up by British investment 
companies—£34 billion. Again, that 
makes British institutions the third 
largest investors in coal, after the US 
and Japan.

The City has its own by-laws and 
even its own police force (right)

Ancient prerogatives are used 
for very modern exploitation
THE CITY is a strange place—almost 
literally a law unto itself.

At the size of a square mile, the 
City has its own police force. More 
to the point, it’s the only place in 
Britain where businesses don’t just 
get a vote in its local elections, but 
more votes than people do.

Of the few people who live in 
the City—about 8,000—each gets a 
single vote. Businesses get allocated 
several votes each depending on how 
many people work for it. 

Not that the workers get a say 
in where those votes go, as it’s the 
bosses that cast them.

That—and the fact that the 
elections are for something called 
The Corporation of the City of 
London—should be a sign of what’s 
going on here.

This is a literal bosses’ club. Its 
workings are deliberately opaque 
and exclusive.

There are four layers of 
representatives—common 
councilmen, aldermen, sheriffs and 
the Lord Mayor. 

Most of the positions go 
uncontested. This is usually the 
result of an agreement before the 
election takes place, and it’s not the 
done thing to stand for a party.

Sheriffs
If you want to stand for election, 
you first must be a freeman of the 
City of London, which means being 
approved by an alderman. That in 
turn usually means having to be a 
member of one of the City livery 
companies—guilds.

Some of them claim medieval 
roots—the Worshipful Company of 
Cordwainers for instance. Others, 
such as the Worshipful Company of 
International Bankers, are a bit more 
modern.

Only the livery companies can 
elect the sheriffs from the aldermen, 
and to become Lord Mayor you have 
to have been both. You also must 
have lots of money. But there’s more 

to this than silly names and even 
sillier clothes. It all serves a purpose.

A big part of what the Corporation 
does is manage its giant pool of 
cash—its 800 year old “endowment 
fund.” 

Despite being a public body, 
exactly how much money is in the 
fund is private—usually said to be in 
the billions.

Some of this it spends on the 
land it has bought up. Most of it is 
spent lobbying on behalf of banks, 
businesses and financial institutions 
to help them to avoid tax and 
regulations.

The Corporation even gets 
to appoint a representative to 
parliament—the Remembrancer. It’s 
their job to make sure nothing gets 
passed that damages the special 
rights and privileges of the City.

Importance
Again, this isn’t just some throwback 
to older times. It reflects the actual 
role of the City and its importance to 
the British state.

During the British Empire, the 
City established its central role as 
the place where the slavers and 
plunderers could be financed. It was 
also the place where the loot and 
profits of the Empire could be traded 
and speculated on.

It kept its importance by making 
sure it stays the place where the 
world’s rich go to trade, lend and 
speculate.

This is very important to the 
British government, which celebrates 
that financial services “contributed” 
£132 billion to the economy in 
2019. That’s about 7 percent of total 
economic output.

The Corporation of the City of 
London says this is exactly why the 
banks and businesses there should 
stay as untaxed and unregulated as 
possible.

But if this is where the bosses 
rake in their cash, then it’s also 
where they set the prices that make 
basic commodities unaffordable to 
millions of people across the world. 

It’s where they buy up the land 
that drives up housing prices. It’s 
where they gamble so recklessly with 
each other’s debt that they trigger 
financial crashes.

And, of course, it’s where they 
cough up the money that funds the 
climate crisis.

If beating that crisis means taking 
on the City of London, it also means 
taking on the whole global system of 
capitalism.

During the Empire, 
the City was the place 
where plunders could 
be financed

‘‘ 
Extinction Rebellion taking on banks
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BIRMINGHAM
20 years after 9/11 
—Afghanistan and the 
failures of US imperialism 
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 26 Aug, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Thu 26 Aug, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BRISTOL
20 years after 9/11 
—Afghanistan and the 
failures of US imperialism
Thu 26 Aug, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
Pamphlet launch: Capitalism 
and the politics of food
Thu 26 Aug, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
Why we don’t like 
Mondays—Marxism 
and alienation
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Why socialists should 
support reform of the 
Gender Recognition Act
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
828-532-8731
DEVON & CORNWALL
Can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Thu 26 Aug, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
From the Olympics 
to taking the knee—
capitalism and sport
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
354-874-4790

GLASGOW
20 years after Genoa— 
anti-capitalism and the state
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HARLOW
Why and how workers 
can change the world
Thu 26 Aug, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES
Stonewall was a riot—
the radical roots of 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 26 Aug, 
6.30pm
915-544-1237
HUDDERSFIELD
France—Macron, racism 
and Islamophobia
Wed 25 Aug, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
France – Macron, racism 
and Islamophobia
Thu 26 Aug, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Stonewall was a riot—
the radical roots of 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Is this democracy? People, 
parliament and power
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protest
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HARINGEY
After Corbyn—has 
Labour lost its way?
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
20 years after Genoa—
anti-capitalism and the state
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The British Raj and the fight 
for Indian independence
Wed 25 Aug, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The US and China—
imperialism and the 
shifting balance of power
Wed 25 Aug, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON:WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
The radical roots of 
Notting Hill Carnival
Thu 26 Aug, 
7.30pm
816-2991-5859
MANCHESTER
Pride is a protest—how do 
we get LGBT+ liberation?
Wed 25 Aug, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151

NEWCASTLE
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
368-595-2712
NORWICH
Coup in Tunisia—
counter-revolution 
and the Arab Spring
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Will the unions fight back?
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Education, racism and class
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
WIGAN
The British Raj and the fight 
for Indian independence
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
From factories to 
fracking wells—a brief 
history of occupations
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and Charlie 
Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism,  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

EDINBURGH
Wed 25 Aug, 7.30pm
431-459-112

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 26 Aug, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 25 Aug, 7pm
497-196-1801

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
Thu 26 Aug, 7pm
902-964-963

ORDINARY PEOPLE face off against the cops in north London in 2011

Voice of the unheard? 
Ten years since the 2011 riots
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Cult horror film that’s a gory 
tribute to cult horror films
Censor has plenty of knowing references to the video nasties of the 1980s. 
But has it lost its way among all the in-jokes, asks Simon Basketter
A TERRIFIED teenage girl runs 
through a forest, tortured by 
 filtered lighting effects, strobey 
editing and a John Carpenter‑style 
score. 

A hand clicks a clunky remote 
and the frame freezes. Two censors 
watching, Enid (Niamh Algar) and 
Sanderson (Nicholas Burns) discuss 
what’s to be done with the gorier 
parts. 

The decapitation is fine because 
it’s ridiculous, claims Enid, but the 
eye-gouging will need to be cut. 
Sanderson does the pompous thing 
people do citing Shakespeare, Homer 
and Bunuel, but Enid holds her 
ground.

As she points out she’s already 
“salvaged the tug of war with the 
intestines” and “only trimmed the 
tiniest bit off the end of the genitals”.

A montage of on screen carnage 
bleeds into news footage of miners 
at Orgreave being beaten by cops.

“If they’re so worried about the 
general public, why do they keep 
slashing social services?” one of 
Enid’s peers rhetorically asks while 
Margaret Thatcher reprimands the 
unions on TV. 

But that’s as big-picture  political 
as it gets, and this brief window 
dressing disappears fairly quickly as 
a more rote genre-horror storyline 
comes into focus

The script digs at the era’s  paranoia 
about VHS turning the nation’s youth 
into serial killers.

Steeped in the gory look, grimy 
feel of the so-called “video nasties” 
from the 1980s, the meta-minded 
horror movie offers a pastiche, spiked 
with black humour.

Censor posits that repeated 
 viewing of proscribed material could 
create an unhealthy appetite for 

the very stuff they’re meant to be 
 regulating. Or does it?

The slightly too many in-jokes and 
allusions reveal nobody really gets 
anywhere by talking about violent 
movies.

“What is it with these directors?” 
asks one, Anne (Clare Perkins).

“Male inadequacy, revenge 
 catharsis,” replies Enid. Enid’s a 
cliche of uptight  conservativism and 
an archetype of the “final girl”.

She suffers guilt at having blanked 
out the details of a childhood  incident 
in which her sister Nina went  missing, 
never to be seen again. 

So the censor is self-censoring, 
but who is she protecting and from 
what? 

She starts to believe that her sister 
lives on, as an actress (Sophia La 
Porta) who shows up in the latest 
trashy offering she watches.

So a rabbit hole gets jumped down.
There are some nice subtle 

 flourishes, such as when a  projector 
beam turns red implying the 
 bloodiness of the image.

This is more of an exercise in style 
rather than a discussion about horror, 
art and censorship.

Censor remembers what horror 

films do, and that they’re rooted in a 
return of the repressed. 

It takes a while but we do get a 
“ridiculous” decapitation, and a 
Cronenberg talking wound. 

But the film’s focus is on Enid not 
the gore, and it’s better for it.

Full of eerie creaks and just audi-
ble screams, it bleeds seamlessly 
as everything narrows down to 4:3 
aspect ratio.

Any potential line between reality 
and fiction and movies and folly gets 
blurry at best.
Censor is in cinemas from Friday  
20 August

CENSOR, A stylistic homage to old horror films 

When earning a living also means losing your life
FILM
RED SOIL
Available now on digital 
platforms

RED SOIL grapples with 
conflict and loyalty. 

Based on a chilling 
reality, Nour uncovers 
hidden truths while 
working as a nurse at the 
French chemical plant her 
father has been at for 30 
years. 

Her father Slimane is 
also the workers’ union 
representative fighting to 
keep the plant open at all 

costs to secure jobs for the 
workforce. But ultimately, 
the sacrifices they make 
are to their detriment.

Arkalu is a giant 
chemical factory providing 
jobs and infrastructure in 
the small town.

But Nour discovers the 
plant’s old toxic dumping 
ground and is left asking 
whether the company has 
done anything to address 
the toxic material.

Caught between her 
moral need to reveal 
the truth and her family 
who rely on the factory, 
Nour is conflicted. The 

film’s slow build up 
reveals problems to come. 
Workers have laboured 
breathing, are unable to 
smell, or develop cancers 
and respiratory problems. 
The lack of safety 
equipment is an early 
warning sign.

As she investigates, 
Nour meets red tape and 
excuses such as “Tests 
have been run”, “It’s all 
legal” or “We’re following 
regulations”.

And many are in denial 
that the material they 
work with, breathe and 
handle every day is toxic 

because of a fear of the 
plant being closed.

Red Soil shows the 
reality for workers caught 
up in unethical practices 
that risk the environment 
and people’s lives. It’s an 
example of how corporate 
greed comes before 
everything.

The battle to keep the 
plant running is tied to a 
dilemma for the workers—
earning a living or keeping 
their lives.

Nour doesn’t see why 
there has to be a choice 
between the two.
Isabel RingroseNour has to investigate

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 A Rebel’s Guide to 
George Orwell
John Newsinger

2  Vygotsky, Education 
and Revolution
Shirley Franklin

3  The Dialectics of Art
John Molyneux

4 The Missing: The True 
Story of My Family in 
World War II
Michael Rosen

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels
Camilla Royle

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
You can visit the Bookmarks 
shop at 1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London WC1B 3QE

STREAMING 
PRAY AWAY
Available on Netflix now

“PRAY AWAY,” which 
premiered on Netflix last 
week, charts the rise and 
fall of Exodus International. 
It’s a Florida-based 
Christian organisation that 
for nearly 40 years claimed 
to offer participants a 
“cure” for their same-sex 
attraction or gender 
identity. 

Featured prominently 
are former “ex-gay” 
figures like John Paulk and 
Julie Rodgers. 

They explain how 
they came to embrace 
reparative or “gay 
conversion” therapy, only 
to denounce the practice 
and acknowledge their true 
LGBT+ selves later. 

EXHIBITION 
BECKETT
Available on Netflix now

WHILE holidaying in 
Greece, Beckett, an 
American tourist, becomes 
the target of a manhunt 

after a devastating accident.
He is forced to run for 

his life and is desperate to 
reach the US embassy in 
Athens to clear his name. 

Tensions escalate as 
the authorities close in, 
political unrest mounts, and 
Beckett falls even deeper 
into a dangerous web of 
conspiracy.

Beckett
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 WHY IS the 
government 
optimistic 

that the economy will 
bounce back?

THE HUGE contraction 
of the British economy 
from March of last year 
was based on a deliberate 
if belated decision to 
lock down in the face 
of the Covid crisis. 

This is different from 
previous crises which 
ultimately resulted from 
falls in the rate of profit 
leading to bankruptcies, 
unemployment and so on. 

However the contraction 
was also far larger than 
previous contractions—the 
biggest for 300 years the 
experts claim. The British 
economy was particularly 
badly hit because of its 
dependence on so-called 
service industries ever since 
Thatcher presided over 
the destruction of much of 
manufacturing in the 1980s.

Once Covid restrictions 
were eased or abolished, 
there was bound to be some 
recovery as people used 
restaurants, pubs and other 
service industries again. 

The more optimistic 
forecasts are based on 
the assumption that 
companies and consumers 
have been forced to save 
during the lockdown. They 
expect that saving to be 
unleashed in a spending 
and investing bonanza. 

The limited recovery 
we have seen so far is 
undoubtedly due to a rise 
in spending on services. 

Optimism about the 
international environment has 
also increased as a result of 
the decision by US president 
Joe Biden to boost government 
spending by trillions of dollars.

The issue is not whether 
the economy will experience 
a recovery but rather how 
big and how sustained that 
recovery will be and how 
vulnerable it is to future crises.

 WHAT ABOUT the 
growth of debt as 
well as saving?

SOME COMPANIES and 
individuals may have saved 
during the lockdown, 
but for many workers 
saving is impossible. 

Moreover debt has grown 
enormously during lockdown, 
going from 300 percent of 
total annual world production 
to over 350 percent. 

Much of this has been the 
growth of government debt 
as governments have sought 
to limit the long-term effects 
of lockdown. But companies 
and some workers have 
also had to go into debt. 

The levels of debt are 
bound to break on recovery.

For example, the bond 
markets on which much 
borrowing depends want 
to be reassured—now the 
Covid crisis seems to be 

over or at least abating—
that government debt is 
going to be reduced.

Otherwise, they may be 
unwilling to lend unless 
interest rates rise. Any rise 
in interest rates are likely to 
inhibit growth and could even 
trigger a financial crisis. 

That is why orthodox 
economists are urging Rishi 
Sunak to plan to reduce 
government spending. 
And it’s why he’s cutting 

teachers pay, giving NHS 
staff a derisory pay rise and 
threatening to cut the triple 
lock on the state pension. 

Cutting government 
spending will however reduce 
economic growth. On top of 
that, the number of companies 
that can only just cover 
their debt repayments has 
increased during lockdown. 
They will not be leading 
any investment recovery. 

The limited spending 

power of people returning 
to work will be further cut 
by unemployment which 
threatens following the end 
of the furlough scheme.

 IS  A high inflation  
rate a real   
threat?

THE BANK of England has 
also been pumping money into 
the economy since lockdown 
to keep interest rates low 
and try and prevent further 
damage to the economy. 

This is on top of the easy 
money policy they have 
been pursuing since the 
great financial crisis of 2008. 
This increase in the supply 
of money has not so far 
fed into rampant inflation 
of prices in general. 

Instead, it has encouraged 
banks to improve their 
solvency against further 
shocks and to fuel financial 
speculation which has seen 
stock markets and at least 
some property prices rise. 

However, there are all sorts 
of supply problems that have 
developed during lockdown 
which have been pushing up 
prices which are now forecast 
to rise quite significantly. 

It is unclear whether these 
inflationary pressures are 
going to continue to build. 

The Bank of England 
has relaxed its inflation 
targets and is extremely 
cautious about raising 
interest rates because of the 
fragility of the economy. 

If serious inflation does 
set in, interest rates will 
rise. This will have possibly 
disastrous consequences for 
many companies in debt 
and of course for many 
indebted workers and the real 
possibility of a financial crash.

 WHAT ABOUT the 
continued threat of 
Covid?

COVID HAS not gone away. 
The government has spent £37 
billion on a track and trace 
system and now it’s finally 
working, they are urging 
some workers to ignore it. 

The surge in infections 
among younger people 
who are at work is causing 
serious shortages of 
workers in key areas which 
is increasing the supply 
problems mentioned above.

On top of that, there are 
many countries now suffering 
a second, third and even 
fourth wave of Covid. 

This is making the situation 
in the international economy 
more precarious and has led 
the OECD to cut its predictions 
of world economic growth. 

 ARE THERE broader 
international threats 
to the British 

economy?

ON TOP of the threat from 
Covid, there are growing 
trade tensions between the 
United States and China with 

READ MORE
lThe pandemic, debt 
and economic power
by Alex Callinicos
bit.ly/SWdebt2020 

lThe Debt System: A 
History of Sovereign 
Debts and their 
Repudiation
by Eric Toussaint  
£14.99

lUnravelling 
Capitalism: A Guide 
to Marxist Political 
Economy 
by Joseph Choonara, 
£8.99

 Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or www.bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

WILL THE  
ECONOMY 
RECOVER? 
As we begin to emerge from lockdown restrictions with 
companies reopening, Rob Hoveman examines what’s behind 
the turmoil and if the economy will now bounce back

sanctions being imposed. 
There are also the problems 

posed by the hard Brexit 
negotiated by Johnson.

 The British economy 
now faces many of the tariff 
barriers that the government 
was previously very happy to 
impose on countries outside 
the European Union. 

The difficulties and the 
threat of a serious breakdown 
in relations with principal 
trading partners is clear 
in the absurd situation 
which has arisen with 
the North of Ireland. 

The EU is prepared to accept 
a soft border between the 
North and the Irish Republic 
so long as there is a hard 
border down the Irish Sea.

And we shouldn’t ignore 
the growing disruption 
to the world economy 
from the climate crisis. 

Floods in Belgium and 
Germany have caused billions 
worth of damage and the 
raging fires in the North 
West of the United States 
have also cost billions. 

All the forecasts are for 
these economically disruptive 
and sometimes disastrous 
events to increase in number.

 IS THE world economy  
over the “Great 
Recession”?

THE WORLD economy was 
already faltering when the 
major economies locked down. 

From a weak recovery from 
the 2008 financial crisis, the 
financial system was again 
showing signs of stress in late 
2019 and growth in the EU 
was heading downwards. 

This is all part of a 
pattern of weak growth 
and financial instability 
over the last fifty years. 

Back in the late 1970s 
and 1980s this led to the 
abandonment of Keynesian 
state intervention for 
a much more market-
orientated neoliberalism. 

But financial instability, 
lacklustre growth and 
austerity and growing 
inequality have become 
central features of the new 
economic order bringing with 
it more political instability.

Now we see a change of 
thinking in the US away from 
that consensus and particularly 
with the perceived rising threat 
from state capitalist China. 

But there is no reason to 
think that the underlying 
problems of the capitalist 

system have been in 
any way resolved. 

Rather they seem to 
have become worse. 

And those underlying 
problems are the generalised 
fall in rates of profit as a result 
of the displacement of workers 
from whom profit is derived 
through exploitation by ever 
more sophisticated technology. 

The excess capital in the 
system which is depressing 
profit rates might have 
been eliminated in the 
financial crisis of 2008. But 
it came with an enormous 
economic cost, with unknown 
political consequences. 

That is why central banks 
and governments have 
sought to prop up the system. 
But that means the world 
economy and with it, the 
British economy remains 
trapped in relatively low rates 
of profit and the repeated 
economic instability and 
crises that inevitably follow. 

Only by replacing 
the system of capitalist 
exploitation and profit—
with workers controlling and 
planning production—will we 
finally be rid of the suffering 
and destruction that are 
endemic to  
capitalism.

President Biden 
with President 
Xi Jinping (top)  
Travel workers 
demand job 
safety(above) 

Spending power 
of workers  
will be further 
cut by 
unemployment

‘‘ 
Thatcher made the 
shift to service 

WORKERS WILL be made to pay for the pandemics devastating effect on the economy

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

What we said as the war  
began in Afghanistan

In September 2001, 
as the West moved 
to start bombing 
Afghanistan, Socialist 
Worker spoke out 
against the war. This 
was our editorial 
comment

GEORGE W Bush’s 
speech to the US Congress 
last week was a chilling 
combination of threats, 
arrogance and hypocrisy. 

“Either you are with 
us or you are with the 
terrorists,” he warned. 

If Bush had thought 
about it, that was a 
declaration of war on more 
than half the world. 

Billions of people across 
the globe hate what the 
US government stands 
for. They hate what 
the US does through its 
domination of the IMF, 
World Trade Organisation 
and World Bank.

These organisations 
impose crushing austerity 
programmes on Third World 
countries and hold millions 
in the deadly vice of debt. 

They hate the US state’s 
military interventions from 
the Gulf to Somalia to 
Panama—all for Western 
power and profit. 

Ultimatum
Bush delivered an ultimatum 
to Afghanistan. It was 
issued in the certainty that 
it would be rejected.

The Afghan government 
was required to allow US 
troops free movement within 
their country and to hand 
over anyone the US defines 
as a “terrorist supporter”. 

It is the sort of ultimatum 
that Austria-Hungary used 
against Serbia to start 
the First World War and 
that Hitler delivered to 
Czechoslovakia in 1939. 

Bush’s war will not stop 
at Afghanistan. He said 
openly that it would include 
any state the US believed 
was supporting terrorism. 

US Defence Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld claims there 
are over 60 countries where 
“terrorist networks” operate, 
and that “you take care of 
the Afghanistan situation and 

move on to other areas”.
Just a month ago the US 

Senate voted to extend for 
five years a law punishing 
anyone who trades with Iran 
because of its “terrorist links”. 

This is the same Iran which 
British foreign secretary Jack 
Straw was trying to tempt 
into the “alliance against 
terrorism” this week. 

This alliance is a living 
hypocrisy. It includes 
Vladimir Putin, the Russian 
leader who allowed the 
slaughter of tens of thousands 
of Chechen civilians.

It includes China, which 
cracks down on opposition 
and holds Tibet in chains. 

And at its centre is the 
US government, which 
has spread violence 
across the globe.

 In his Congress speech 
Bush said he mourned 
those who had died in 
the World Trade Centre 
“from countries such as 
El Salvador and Iran”. 

He did not mention the 
40,000 people who died in 
El Salvador during the 1980s 
as a result of US backing for 

death squads. 
He neglected to mention US 
support for the murderous 
Shah of Iran during the 
1970s, or the two decades 
of attempts to undermine 
the Iranian government. 

The US and its allies 
will not bring any sort of 
freedom and justice. 

Their war on Afghanistan 
will see thousands more 
innocent people killed, and 
spark a huge refugee crisis.

Bush and Rumsfeld 
threaten to create a new 
and terrible twist to the 
conflicts in the Middle 
East, and the nuclear arms 
race between India and 
Pakistan, and to fan the 
flames of every smouldering 
hostility across the world. 

Hope
Amid this horror the 
hope is the anti-capitalist 
movement which has sprung 
up in the last two years.

It is a good sign that 
across the globe much of 
this movement has thrown 
itself into organising 
against the war. 

The stronger the anti-
capitalist movement 
the more we can block 
the warmongers.

It also offers a powerful 
focus which draws people 
away from terrorism, 
and towards a mass 
collective assault on our 
rulers and the system.

This text is taken from Socialist 
Worker, 29 September 2001. 
The front page headline 
was “Stop this war now”

MARCHING AGAINST war in Afghanistan in 2009

The US and its 
allies will not 
bring any sort 
of freedom and 
justice

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
IMPERIALISM
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Tories need exams to justify class system
by SAM ORD

TOP TORIES are  demanding 
a complete overhaul of educa-
tion because so many pupils 
were successful in their 
A   levels and GCSEs this year.

Rightwingers are enraged 
that nearly half of A levels, 
44.8 percent, were given A or 
A* grades this year.

They blame this so-called 
“grade inflation” on the 
system of teacher  assessment 
that has to some extent 
replaced exams during the 
pandemic.

Gavin Williamson, the 
education secretary, presided 
over last year’s scandal of 
pupils in poorer areas being 
automatically downgraded 
by a computer algorithm 
approved by his department.

He is now leading the 
charge against teacher 
assessment.

He told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme that 
his department would be 
 “looking at different meas-
ures” to tackle students doing 
too well.

A senior Department for 
Education source told the 
Daily Telegraph newspaper 

that a “big conversation” 
had already started in 
 government about how to fix 
the rise in grades.

“Obviously ministers don’t 
want it to continue, and that’s 
exactly why we want to move 
back to exams,” it said.

“Changing the actual 
 grading system—like when 

GCSE grading was changed—
would take a while to imple-
ment. There is debate to 
be had about that, and we 
would need a consultation. 
We are not ruling it out.”

The Tories’ objection to 
pupils doing better under 
continual assessment than 
one-off exams reveals the 

real purpose of grades—
the division of society into 
 hierarchies supposedly based 
on merit.

Vision
Slotting pupils into league 
tables invented to reflect 
“intelligence” is part of the 
right wing vision.

It insists that only the most 
“talented” can rise to the top 
and that this reflects the 
 natural order of things.

This system helps those 
in private schools, and a few 
state grammar schools, to 
progress to the top courses 
at  university, and then into 
the top jobs in society. The 

purpose of exams is not actu-
ally to measure what pupils 
are good at, or  interested in, 
but to justify the rigid class 
hierarchy that surrounds us 
from birth.

Exams are a terrible part of 
that system, but even under 
the teacher-assessed system, 
sharp divisions remain.

The gap between private 
school students and state 
school students gaining A 
or A* grades at A level has 
grown recently.

The Joint Council for 
Qualifications says there was 
a more than 20 percentage 
point gap in the proportion 
of top grades between inde-
pendent schools and state 
schools in 2019, the last year 
when formal exams were 
taken.

This year the gap  widened 
to 31 percentage points 
b e t w e e n  i n d e p e n d e n t 
schools and comprehensives 
in England, while the gap 
between independents and 
state sixth form colleges was 
even wider, at 35 percentage 
points.

This shows it will take 
more than getting rid of 
exams to break the pattern 
of privilege in education.

PUPILS AT private schools do better than those at state schools in both exams and teacher assessed marking
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There are jobs in renewables—unions have no excuse
SOME UNIONS have 
used the need to 

defend their members’ 
jobs as an excuse not to 
join demands for a rapid 
ending of fossil fuel 
power.

The GMB union, for 
example, has fiercely 
opposed setting an 
accelerated target for 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, warning of 
widespread job losses.

The Unite union, while 
accepting the need for 
ambitious climate goals, 
has supported a third 

runway at London’s 
Heathrow airport for 
much the same reason.

Both unions urge 
caution, arguing there 
must be enough time 
for a transition from 
one form of energy 
generation to another. 

In their vision, gas-fired 
power stations would 
slowly be replaced by 
greener alternatives.

There would then 
be time for workers to 
transition from one set 
of skills to another.

But, as the recent report 

from the International 
Panel on Climate Change 
shows, time is desperately 
short. To prevent disaster 
radical action must 
start immediately.

There is no 
contradiction between 
demanding the ending 
of fossil fuel power 
generation and wanting 
to protect jobs.

Extinction Rebellion 
and the IEA both point 
out that moving to 
renewable and clean 
energy would require 
the biggest ever shift in 

resources, and huge new 
manufacturing processes. 
Millions of highly skilled 
jobs would be created.

Thankfully, there 
are many in the trade 
union movement that 
have grasped this. 

In September 2019, as 
school student climate 
protesters took to the 
streets, the TUC union 
grouping called for 
workers to join them with 
30 minutes of action. 

Some workers walked 
out to join school 
students’ protests, while 

others held meetings.
Even some employers 

were pushed to allow staff 
to join in local rallies.

The coming together 
of the environmental 
movement with unions 
did more than just 
add extra numbers. 

It showed that working 
class people increasingly 
felt that the changing 
climate effected them, and 
their families, as workers.

And it offered the 
movement the prospect 
of greater social and 
economic power.

Strategy must 
address poverty

 THERE ARE more 
than 2.5 million 

“fuel-poor” households 
in England, some 13 
percent of households.

This means being 
forced to spend a “high 
proportion” of their 
household income to 
keep their home at a 
reasonable temperature.

In Scotland, around a 
quarter are affected.

Free market 
mechanisms to push 
people to use less power 
will just mean more 
misery for the poorest.

Any strategy for 
reducing energy 
consumption must 
address the way poor 
people are already 
struggling to pay their 
bills. 

Too much or 
not enough? 

 TALK OF humanity 
being too “energy 

hungry” finds a ready 
echo among many in the 
West.

But the picture is 
different in the Global 
South where many 
people are unable 
to consume enough 
electricity.

Nigeria is one of the 
world’s big oil producers 
but nearly 80 million 
people there have no 
access to electricity. 
Many villages have no 
electric lights and there 
is no way to refrigerate 
food or vital medicines.

Rural areas that are 
cut off have no means to 
charge mobile phones so 
vital to communication.

And, because the 
country’s electricity 
grid is in a poor state, 
a further 60 million 
people own diesel 
generators to provide 
the basics when 
“outages” occur. 

These generators are 
a grossly inefficient way 
to provide electricity 
and produce an 
enormous amount of 
pollution.

It’s a situation echoed 
all across even the most 
developed of poorer 
nations.

Any plan to reshape 
the world’s energy 
use must include the 
building of renewable 
energy plants and new 
distribution networks in 
the Global South.

For many this will 
mean that they have 
regular electricity for 
the first time.

Be realistic—why we can 
stop fossil fuel investment
Impossible? Yuri Prasad says stopping investment in fossil fuels immediately 
can be done—but it takes a break from the priorities of the system to do it

 “DEMAND the impossible,” 
says Extinction Rebellion, as 

it campaigns for banks stop all 
new fossi l  fuel  investment 
immediately.

Some will question whether an 
immediate halt is really possible. 
Won’t that lead to millions of people 
going without power, they ask.

But an answer to that question 
comes from an unusual quarter—the 
International Energy Agency (IEA). 

The IEA was formed by Western 
governments in the midst of the 
1973 oil crisis which cut global fuel 
supplies.

The establishment body now sees 
the danger of rapid climate change as 
far more pressing. 

It says the only way to save the 
planet is for rich countries to achieve 
zero-emissions from electricity by 
2035, and the rest of the world by 
2040.

The body insists that this can be 
done without plunging humanity into 
darkness. 

Unprecedented
But that’s only if there is “unpar-
alleled” investment in renewa-
ble energy and clean energy—and 
there are “unprecedented” levels of 
international cooperation between 
governments.

Perhaps its most uncompromis-
ing insistence is that countries must 
halt all investment in new fossil fuel 
supply projects, and approve no new 
coal plants.

The IEA wants all internal combus-
tion engine cars phased out by 2035 
and all coal and oil power plants by 
2040. 

It says clean energy  investment 
across the world would have to more 
than triple in the next nine years to 

around £3 trillion to meet its initial 
targets. That’s even if global power 
usage per person on the planet falls 
to reflect more efficient energy use.

And, in order to meet the more 
ambitious targets for 2050, the 
IEA says the billions would need to 
be invested today in research and 
development. 

This, it says, will require “huge 
increases in electricity system 
flexibility”. 

That means new batteries, 
 hydrogen-based fuels, hydropower 
and more investment will be needed 
to ensure reliable electricity supplies.

Wi th in  the  env i ronmenta l 
 movement there is some debate on 
whether it is possible to make such 
drastic changes in time without 
reducing global power usage.

Chris Smith, from the School of 
Earth and Environment at Leeds uni-
versity, is enthusiastic about the IEA 
report but says more must be done to 
curb demand for energy.

“The key driver of reducing 
emissions, reducing global energy 
demand, remains underexplored,” he 
says. “While the final world energy 
demand in the IEA’s net-zero 2050 
scenario is below today’s levels, it 
is still more than twice the energy 
requirements for all of the 10 billion 
people projected to be alive in 2050 
to have a decent quality of life.”

The most important question 
raised by both Smith and the IEA is 
whether such radical changes can 
be made within the context of our 
 economic system. 

Extinction Rebellion’s “Impossible 
demand” is only deemed absurd 
because of the  constraints capitalism 
imposes on us. 

On other pages...
Why we should burn all the bosses 
to solve unemployment >>Page 2
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GKN strike ballot 
to save factory
WORKERS AT the GKN 
Automotive factory in 
Birmingham are being balloted 
for strikes after owners Melrose 
announced closure plans.

In May, bosses rejected 
a proposal put forward by 
workers and Unite union 
officials to keep the factory 
open. But plans have been 
announced to close it by 2022 
for “short term profit hikes”.

Work will be moved aboard, 
but the 500 remaining 
workers will vote from Monday 
until 31 August.

DHL workers claw 
back at Jaguar
DHL WORKERS at Jaguar 
Land Rover plants in the West 
Midlands and Merseyside 
are being balloted to strike 
over wage arrears and an 
“insulting” pay offer.

The Unite union members 
have been given incorrect pay 
slips for months, with some 
owed up to £800. And DHL 
has refused to offer a pay rise.

Some 2,000 members 
will now vote at plants in 
Halewood, Castle Bromwich, 
Solihull, Tyrefort, Midpoint 
and Hams Hall. This is the 
latest round of action at a DHL 
workplace, following action in 
Liverpool and Kent. 

Will taps run dry as 
beer strike starts?
WORKERS AT GXO Logistics 
Drinks who deliver beer have 
voted for strikes.

The 1,000 Unite members 
will take part in two 24-hour 
strikes on 24 August and 
2 September. And an overtime 
ban will start in August and 
end on 15 November.

Workers are based at 26 
sites and are responsible for 
40 percent of beer deliveries 
to pubs in Britain.

They voted for strikes 
by 9 percent and after the 
company offered a 1.4 percent 
pay rise, despite RPI inflation 
currently at 3.9 percent.

They have also lost between 
£8,000 to £10,000 due to 
furlough and no pay increase 
for 2020.

Scientists test 
positive for strikes 
BIOMEDICAL scientists in 
Lancashire plan to continue 
their strike until the middle 
of November. The 21 Unite 
union members from the East 
Lancashire Hospitals NHS 
Trust struck from 31 May to 28 
July and will resume strikes on 
20 August to 11 November.

Strikers can’t 
conceal their anger
USDAW UNION members 
struck at BCM Fareva again last 
week following three previous 
strikes at the end of July.

The Nottingham based 
manufacturer of consumer 
pharma and beauty products 
are pushing ahead with fire 
and rehire threats.

FIGHTING RACISM

HIGHER EDUCATION

FAST FOOD

ANTI-RACISM

CROWDS AT the Beacontree Festival in Dagenham, east London last weekend. The event 
was hosted by Barking and Dagenham council and Love Music Hate Racism. It celebrated 
10 years since the Nazis of the British National Party lost all 12 of the seats they’d won in 
the borough in 2006 Picture: Guy Smallman

Liverpool stands 
firm on job cuts
STRIKING UCU union 
members at the University 
of Liverpool brought their 
second round of action 
to a close on Saturday. 
But they are fighting on 
against redundancies.

The fight for jobs at the 
university has already had a 
big impact. An initial list of 
47 compulsory redundancies 
has been reduced to two.

Rightly the UCU branch 
is determined to carry on 
 fighting for the two  remaining 
jobs on the “at risk” list.

Action continues in the 
form of “working-to-contract”. 
Discussion is now taking place 
on further strikes timed to hit 
the start of the new academic 
year in September.

Throughout the fight 
 strikers have maintained 
momentum with regular 

 morning meetings of around 
200 members. Friday saw the 
sixtieth of these meetings.

At the beginning of the 
dispute a WhatsApp group 
was set up that quickly rose 
to over 200 participants.

Campaign
A constant discussion goes 
on between members about 
the issues within the action. 

This includes discussing 
the behaviour of managers, 
how to bring in more solidar-
ity, and the whole range of 
daily ups and downs that go 
on within the dispute.

Mass online events and 
demos have been the public 
face of the campaign. They’ve 
featured speakers from other 
UCU branches in struggle, 
national UCU officials and 
representatives of other 

trade unions. On Monday 
Jeremy Corbyn spoke to a 
rally of 500 at the University 
Square. 

Networks such as the 
UCU Solidarity Movement, 
 Merseyside People Before 
Profit and Liverpool Trades 
Council have been crucially 
important for the fantastic 
turnouts at these events.

All of this activity has 
kept members involved. It 
has helped the branch to 
hold the line in the face of 
 management intimidation, 
and threats of 100 percent 
pay deductions for refusing 
to mark students’ work.

The official industrial 
action in defence of the jobs 
at Liverpool began on 10 
May. A total win with the 
saving of every job is now 
within reach.

Leicester workers are ready to strike
UCU MEMBERS at the 
University of Leicester have 
voted for strikes at the start 
of the new academic year.

The decision came at a 
UCU general meeting on 
Monday, two days before 
22 academics lost their jobs 
as part of a restructuring 
programme. A second 
phase of restructuring 
threatens several more jobs 
in professional services.

Already the university has 
been subject to a “global 
academic boycott” and 
the summer saw members 

participate in a marking 
and assessment boycott.

But as academics 
are faced with the 
threat of swingeing pay 
deductions, it was clear 
that this was insufficient 
to defeat the attacks.

Redundancy
At the general meeting 
the example was given 
of Liverpool, where UCU 
members are driving 
back redundancy plans 
through sustained strikes.

UCU members at Leicester 

accepted a deal to end the 
marking and assessment 
boycott in return for 
promises that they would 
receive their full pay.

But they also voted for 
“sustained strike action” 
from 27 September. 
They are demanding the 
reinstatement of those 
made redundant and the 
ruling out of compulsory 
redundancies in the second 
phase of restructuring. 

The UCU will now hold a 
consultative ballot to secure 
support for the strike action.

Pret A Manger attacks 
show unions must fight
PRET A Manger workers may 
go on strike after the company 
told them their pandemic 
“emergency” pay cuts were 
being made permanent.

Workers communicated on 
an anonymous social media 
account to voice their concerns. 
They have now received the 
backing of the Bfawu union.

The vast majority of 
Pret workers are paid the 
pittance of £8.91 an hour, 
the basic minimum wage. 

They were told that they 
would temporarily not be 
paid for breaks and that 
a service bonus would be 
axed in July last year.

But bosses have now told 
workers that the cut to pay 
for breaks is permanent.

The service bonus was 
reinstated in April this year at 
50p an hour, down from £1 
before the pandemic struck.

Workers have been told that 
change is also permanent.

The combined changes for 
a worker on an eight-hour 
shift, who regularly gets 
a mystery shopper bonus, 
amount to an 11 percent pay 
cut per shift. This is compared 
to pre-pandemic levels.

Pret is owned by the giant 
multinational JAB Holding 
Company. It also has a major 
stake in JDE, which has 
recently pushed through its 
own vicious fire and rehire 
attack on workers. Bfawu 

has backed the workers. Real 
struggle will be needed, in 
both the public and private 
sectors, to stop the attacks 
on wages and benefits.

As Financial Times 
newspaper columnist Sarah 
O’Connor said, “Maybe Pret 
has misjudged a very tight 
labour market and will 
have to reverse course.

“But I think this is a 
reminder that many businesses 
have got very used to not 
raising wages and won’t 
change course readily.”

Indeed they won’t. The 
trade union leaders have 
to organise resistance.

Ian Hodson, national Bfawu 
president, said, “We call on 
Pret to think again. We can 
no longer sit back and allow 
these companies to boost their 
profits from workers’ wages.”

Those words need to 
be turned into action.

Stop deportation flights
THE TORIES last week 
pushed ahead with a 
deportation flight to 
Jamaica in the face of 
coronavirus fears and legal 
challenges.

The Home Office 
deported seven people to 
Jamaica in the early hours 
of last Wednesday.

It had rounded up 90 
people for deportation and 
the flight held a capacity 
of 50. But two positive 
coronavirus cases were 
confirmed in the detention 
centre, forcing many to 
self‑isolate.

Two men who had arrived 
in Britain as children tried 
to kill themselves before 
the flight and were rushed 
to hospital.

Legal challenges to the 
High Court in the days 
and hours before the 
flight blocked some of the 
deportations.

The Home Office made 
an agreement with the 
Jamaican high commission 
last November to not 
remove people who came to 
Britain under the age of 12.

But ministers seemingly 
ignored it.

Sanjay McLean 
managed to secure a stay 
of execution in an out of 
hours court hearing, but the 
Home Office appealed in an 

attempt to get him on the 
plane.

He moved to Britain aged 
12 and said as he waited at 
London Stansted airport 
for the judge’s decision 
following the appeal,“I’m 
not in a good place.” Sanjay 
added, “I thought a weight 
was lifted off my shoulder, 
and now they’re doing this 
again. I’m an emotional 
wreck right now.”

Dehumanise
Zita Holbourne from Black 
Activists Rising against 
Cuts UK slammed the Home 
Office as having “no regard 
for people’s conditions”. 
“They don’t care, they 
dehumanise people on the 
basis that they’re foreign 
national criminals,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

She says the small 
number of people able 
to be deported “exposes 
the government and 
demonstrates they weren’t 
people who should be 
targeted in the first place”.

“But they still took seven 
people, and ripped them 
from the only home they 
know and tore them apart 
from their family,” Zita said. 

“They don’t know 
what their fate is going 
to be when they arrive in 
Jamaica.”

Pret is attacking workers
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TRANSPORT

   New ferry strikes at 
bosses’ rotten offer
by SAM ORD

WOOLWICH FERRY workers 
in London have launched 
more strikes after talks 
with Transport for London 
bosses broke down.

Unite union members have 
struck for 26 days in support 
of two victimised union reps. 
And there has also been a 
failure to agree a new pay 
and reward scheme.

In January last year TfL 
took over the ferry ser-
vice from Briggs Marine 
Contractors. Many hoped 
this would improve workers’ 
 conditions. But they have 
gone from bad to worse.

Since TfL took over it 
has used more agency staff 
and has failed to provide 
adequate health and safety 
training to new employees. 

Vehicles
Before lockdown restrictions 
were implemented at the 
start of 2020 about 20,000 
vehicles a week were using 
the free service across the 
Thames. 

The union also claims that 
the workers’ recent saving of 
a drowning person and the 
identification of a missing 

person shows that the service 
they provide is invaluable.

Unite regional officer Onay 
Kasab said, “We were making 
good progress with the union 
agreeing to a proposal from 
TfL to meet through work-
shops to discuss a new 
collective agreement. 

“However, the employers 
made their pay offer which 
was worse than the last offer. 

“Our members feel that 
they have been badly let 
down by another abject 

example of TfL’s bad faith 
and as a result, they are back 
on strike today. 

“Strikes into the autumn 
are very much on the cards.” 

nTHE UNITE union has 
r a i s ed  conce rn s  ove r 
Transport for London’s (TfL) 
pension review. It fears that 
the government could have 
plans to privatise the London 
Underground. 

G r a n t  S h a p p s ,  t h e 
 transport secretary said 

the recent bailout of TfL is 
 conditional on its pension 
fund being reviewed. 

Unions fear that pensions 
will be slashed. It could also 
encourage private bidders 
hoping to make profit from 
London’s Underground.

nTHE RMT union has 
demanded that the head 
of the safety regulatory 
body acts as East Midlands 
Railways risk lives during 
weekly Sunday strikes.

Senior conductors and train 
managers on East Midlands 
Railways are continuing their 
strikes in two separate dis-
putes over pay, contracts and 
safety.

The union is compiling a 
dossier of safety breaches 
as the company employs 
strikebreakers to try and 
undermine the rail workers.

nSCOTRAIL WORKERS in 
the RMT union continue 
striking weekly for justice as 
Abellio seeks to punish them 
with a pay freeze.

Workers remain  resilient 
in their fight despite bosses’ 
threats. They have been 
taking action for six months 
with regular  walkouts on 
Sundays.

OUTSOURCING

Workers at the Royal 
Parks are now in revolt 
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
working for Royal Parks 
in central London began 
a two week strike on 
Monday of this week.

The cleaners—members 
of the PCS and UVW 
unions—work for private 
contractor Just Ask Services. 
They are fighting against 
possible job cuts later this 
year, and are demanding 
the same sick pay, maternity 
pay, annual leave, and, 
pension entitlement 
as workers employed 
directly by Royal Parks.

Bosses had asked union 
officials to postpone the 
strikes until 9 September, 
claiming they needed 
time to come up with an 
offer. But union members 
said the bosses’ plea 
was just a ploy to keep 
them working during the 
busy summer weeks.

They agreed at a meeting 

that bosses had already had 
plenty of time to come up 
with an offer. They voted 
to go ahead with the full 
strike, which is set to end 
on Monday 30 August.

UVW said, “Support 
the Royal Parks 
striking workers.

“The cleaners, toilet, 
and playground attendants 
have had enough.

“UVW and PCS members 
—all black, brown, and 
migrant workers—receive 
lower wages and fewer 
benefits than their directly 
employed counterparts.

“This dispute could 
result in all public bodies 
being required to take into 
account the discriminatory 
effect of having double 
standards between their 
directly employed staff and  
outsourced workforces
lDonate to the strikers’ fund 
at bit.ly/Parks0821

WOOLWICH FERRY workers on strike in May                                                                           

More ballots 
on NHS pay 
MORE HEALTH unions are 
balloting their members over 
the government’s appalling 
3 percent pay rise for NHS 
workers in England.

The Chartered Society 
of Physiotherapy, the Royal 
College of Podiatry and the 
Society of Radiographers 
have all announced a vote 
on the imposed pay plan.

They join with Unison, 
the GMB, the RCN and 
Unite unions that are 
already emailing ballot 
papers to their members, 
or are set to start shortly.

This week GMB members 
in the NHS were preparing 
for a day of action over pay.

The union had organised 
scores of protests.

The union indicative 
votes are a step towards 
the strikes needed.

The bigger the size of 
the reject vote, the more 
pressure the union leaders 
will come under to call 
hard-hitting action.

Time to vote 
for Graham
BALLOTS FOR the 
Unite union general 
secretary election close 
on Monday 23 August. 

The choice is between the 
right wing Gerard Coyne, 
and two left candidates Steve 
Turner and Sharon Graham.

Despite being part of the 
union bureaucracy, Graham 
is the only candidate that is 
looking to “get back to the 
workplace” by supporting 
rank and file action.

Voting for Turner as 
the “left unity” candidate 
would be a mistake. 

He does not offer the 
decisive break from the 
past that’s needed.

Graham has the ability 
to beat both Coyne and 
Turner in the election 
and ensure Unite isn’t 
pulled further right.
lGet a ballot paper by calling 
08007833856 or email 
support@cesvotes.com with 
name, membership number and 
postal address

DVLA battle goes on, as 
backlogs are still growing
WORKERS AT the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency 
offices in Swansea are 
voting on whether to renew 
their mandate to strike.

PCS union members there 
are in a long-running battle 
over workplace safety.

Action by workers 
has already caused 
huge backlogs. 

The PCS reports that 
over two thirds of a million 
driving licenses are waiting 
to be approved or renewed.

A current strike by 
workers in the Drivers 
Medical team is set 
to continue until the 
end of the month. 

The ballot—a consultative 
vote—is set to end on 
Friday 3 September.
lDonate to the strike fund. 
Name: Fighting Fund Levy. 

Account number: 20331490 
Sort code: 60-83-01, Ref: DVLA.

nAIR TRAFFIC Systems 
workers have voted by 
88 percent in favour of 
strikes and 94 percent for 
action short of strikes.

The consultative ballot 
by PCS union members 
came as bosses threaten 
to tear up a long standing 
redundancy agreement. 

nDRIVING EXAMINERS have 
lodged an official dispute 
with bosses in the Driver and 
Vehicle Standards Agency.

Bosses want to introduce 
an extra driving exam 
to the working day. 

The workers’ PCS union 
says it “cannot rule out 
balloting members over 
possible strike action.”

AFTER A decade of having 
their allowances frozen, 
parking wardens working 
for NSL in Westminster, 
London, are set to strike 
over pay and conditions

The workers, in the GMB 
union, have dismissed the 
company’s pay offer.

A magnificent 100 percent 
voted to reject in a high 
turnout ballot, with 
nearly 80 percent of 
those eligible voting.

Currently NSL workers  
are effectively just above 
the breadline, earning 
the basic London Living 
Wage of £10.75

Staff have not had their 

allowances uplifted for 
over a decade and do not 
get London Weighting.

NSL has offered only 
an extra 21p an hour 
in a three-year deal.

This would see workers 
losing in real terms.

GMB officer, Paul Grafton 
said, “It’s clear that this isn’t 
the action of a responsible 
employer, and we believe 
now NSL doesn’t want the 
contract in Westminster

“If this is the case then 
they should walk away now 
and leave Westminster City 
council to run it in house.”

Strikes could cause 
major disruption.

HEALTHUNITE ELECTION

PARKING WARDENS

FLOORING

CIVIL SERVICE

Manchester strikers want 
to floor greedy company
PRODUCTION staff at 
Greater Manchester 
flooring firm Polyflor are 
continuing their strikes.

Polyflor is a manufacturer 
of vinyl floor coverings.

After numerous 
membership rejections 
of the company offers, 
the GMB union members 
are determined to 
fight on over pay.

They want a proper 
percentage rise and not 
the proposed one-off cash 
payment that the company 

keeps proposing.
Workers were further 

angered recently when 
the release of company 
accounts showed it 
had paid a dividend to 
shareholders of £20 million 
during the pandemic.

The accounts also show 
directors’ pay increased by 
25 percent year on year.

Further strike dates 
have been confirmed 
throughout August.
lMessages of support to 
johnswadd@gmail.com

Determined on the picket line  Picture: Geoff Brown
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LEAKED CLIMATE REPORT 
LAYS BLAME ON THE RICH
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE terrifying conclusions 
of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report last week 
dominated the media for 
a day. 

Most polit ic ians and 
 newspapers  have  now 
 seamlessly moved on.

But there is daily evidence 
of the need for action. The 
Extinction Rebellion  protests 
on Monday come not a 
moment too soon. 

Now a group of  scientists 
have leaked their own 
 forthcoming report because 
they think politicians will 
interfere to blunt their policy 
recommendations.

It says major changes will 
be needed to avoid climate 
breakdown. 

Greenhouse gas emissions 
must peak in the next four 
years, and coal and gas-fired 
power plants must close in 
the next decade.

The report adds that rich 
people in every country 
are overwhelmingly more 
responsible for global heating 
than the poor. It also ques-
tions the high-carbon basis 
for future economic growth.

The leak is from the 

 forthcoming third part of the 
landmark report by the IPCC. 

Part three is not scheduled 
to be released before next 
March. 

But a small group of scien-
tists decided to leak the draft 
via the Spanish branch of Sci-
entist Rebellion, an offshoot 
of the Extinction  Rebellion 

movement. The leak reflected 
the concern of some of those 
involved in drawing up the 
document that their conclu-
sions could be watered down 
before publication. 

Governments have the 
right to make changes to the 
“summary for policymakers”.

The draft says the top 

10 percent of  emitters 
 g lobal ly ,  who are the 
 wealthiest  10 percent, 
 contribute between 36 and 
45 percent of emissions.

This is ten times as much 
as the poorest 10 percent, 
who are responsible for only 
about three to 5 percent, the 
report finds. 

“The consumption  patterns 
of higher income consum-
ers are associated with large 
carbon footprints.

“Top emitters dominate 
emissions in key sectors, for 
example the top 1 percent 
account for 50 percent of 
emissions from aviation,” the 
summary says.

It adds that providing 
modern energy to all those 
who currently lack it—800 
million people have no access 
to electricity—would have a 
“negligible” effect on increas-
ing emissions.

Stranded assets will be a 
growing problem, the report 
finds. 

Coal-fired and gas power 
plants with working lives usu-
ally measured in  decades will 
have to be  decommissioned 
within nine to 12 years of 
construction.

The scientists echo recent 
advice from the International 
Energy Agency (see page 17). 

This says that no new fossil 
fuel development can take 
place if the world is to stay 
within 1.5C of heating.

C T X T ,  t h e  S p a n i s h 
 publication that leaked the 
draft, said it showed the 
global economy must be 
shifted rapidly away from 
a reliance on conventional 
 economic growth.

“The essential  radical 
change in an economic 
system whose perverse oper-
ation of accumulation and 
reproduction of capital in 
perpetuity has brought us 
to the current critical point 
is not clearly mentioned,” 
CTXT wrote.

COAL AND gas-fired power stations must be closed within a decade, a new report warns

Cancel debts to Global South to help fund action 
POLITICIANS IN the Global 
South are demanding 
the cancellation of 
debts owed to banks, 
governments and financial 
institutions to release 
funds for climate action.

Sheikh Hasina, 
the prime minister 
of Bangladesh, is 
calling for developing 
countries to stop paying 
debts in order to fund 
essential adaptation.

Hasina said, “It is 
unjust of the world to 
expect climate-vulnerable 
countries to pay such 
a heavy price for the 
emissions of others. 

“Financing flows 
provided by the carbon 
debtor nations—those 
with the tremendous 

historical responsibility 
for causing this 
problem—are well 
below levels agreed in 
Copenhagen in 2009 and 
all subsequent COPs. 

“The high emitters 
have not kept their side 

of the bargain, therefore, 
climate-vulnerable 
countries must change 
their position too.”

Maldives former 
President Nasheed 
urged a debt strike by 
vulnerable developing 

countries in response to 
last week’s IPCC report.

He said, “This report is 
devastating news for the 
most climate-vulnerable 
countries because it 
confirms we are on the 
edge of extinction.”

Climate change 
intensifies the argument 
to cancel the debts which 
ought to be lifted anyway.

But some of those 
making the argument 
preside over countries 
where climate action 
is wholly lacking. 

Hasina, who has been 
prime minister for a 
combined total of over 
17 years, has consistently 
defended bosses who 
impose unsafe conditions 
on their workers.

‘First place is worst place’
JULY WAS the world’s 
hottest month ever 
recorded, a US 
federal scientific and 
regulatory agency 
has reported.

The data shows that 
the combined land 
and ocean surface 
temperature was 0.93C 
above the 20th Century 
average of 15.8C.

It is the highest 
temperature since 
record-keeping began 
142 years ago. 

The previous 
record, set in July 
2016, was equalled 
in 2019 and 2020.

In a statement, 
the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 

Administration 
(NOAA) said that 
July’s “unenviable 
distinction” was a 
cause for concern.

“In this case, first 
place is the worst 
place to be,” NOAA 
administrator Rick 
Spinrad said.

“This new record 
adds to the disturbing 
and disruptive path 
that climate change 
has set for the globe.”

In the Northern 
Hemisphere, the 
 land-surface 
temperature reached an 
“unprecedented” 1.54C 
higher than average, 
surpassing a previous 
record set in 2012.

The Maldives is at threat from rising sea levels
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