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CULTURE

Music and the 
fight against 
fascism
AUTHOR RICK Blackman 
has released a new book, 
Babylon’s Burning.

It tells the story of three 
musical movements and 
their role in the fight against 
fascism, from the late 1950s 
to today. Rick told Socialist 
Worker about the tradition 
that links the movements 
across the decades.
>>Page 13

CLIMATE CHANGE

Activists from 
the Global South 
speak out
WE FEATURE a special 
report on the climate crisis 
in the Global South—where 
millions of people will 
be forced to leave their 
homes as it intensifies.

Contributors from Asia 
and Africa turn their fire on 
the rich “1 percent” largely 
in the North, and on leaders 
in their own continents.
>>Pages 9, 10&11

PALESTINE

Israel shoots and 
bombs protesters 
in the Gaza Strip 
HUNDREDS OF Palestinians 
marched on the border fence 
that keeps them penned inside 
the Gaza enclave last Saturday.

Israel responded with 
 gunfire and airstrikes, injuring  
at least 41 Palestinians, 
including a 13 year old boy 
who was shot in the head.
>>Page 8



Warmongers used racism then and now, say Muslims
LIFE FOR many Muslims changed 
for the worse when Britain 
invaded Afghanistan 20 years 
ago.

Politicians and the media 
used racist language to brand all 
Muslims who opposed the war as 
the enemy.

Tony Blair, then the prime 
minister, tried to justify the war 
as a way of liberating the Afghan 
people from the undemocratic 
Taliban.

But, as Nahella Ashraf, an 
activist in Manchester, told 
Socialist Worker, “I have not 
spoken to a single person in 
the Muslim community who 
said the invasion was the right 
way to solve the problems of 
Afghanistan. 

“We knew that an invasion 
meant the loss of Afghan lives 
and their freedom.

Impact
“We also recognised the impact 
it was going to have, not just on 
the Afghan people, but Muslims 
here in Britain as well.”

She added, “Britain and the US 
said it was going to be a really 
quick war and an easy victory. 
That didn’t happen, some Afghan 

people fought back.”
Nahella says Britain and the 

US relied on scapegoating and 
racism to justify their wars. 

One lie was that the war would 
stop terror attacks in Britain.

“The occupying forces always 
branded Afghan people as 
backward, claiming ‘they don’t 
want democracy, they don’t want 
freedom for women’ and so on,” 
said Nahella

“This way they talked about 
the Afghan people had a direct 
impact on the Muslims in this 
country.

“Things were bad for Muslims 
already, but I think it got 
continuously worse over that 
period. We saw a huge rise in 
Islamophobia.”

Opposed
Tahir Talati from Newham 
Muslim Engagement and 
Development told Socialist 
Worker, “Mainstream politicians 
spoke about Muslims as if we 
were terrorist sympathisers, 
just because we opposed the 
invasion. 

“The truth is many of 
us knew it was complete 
nonsense that the war would 

save Afghanistan.” Nahella 
says the government will use 
Islamophobia as an excuse for 
the war’s failure. 

They’ll say things like, ‘there’s 
only so much we could have 
done, the Afghan people are to 
blame, they didn’t want to fight 
against the Taliban’ and so on,” 
she said.

This will result in more racist 
attacks, claims Tahir. He said, 
“We’ve seen Islamophobia and 
unfortunately, we’re going 

to witness it again. The Tory 
government can make promises 
to take 20,000 refugees but 
how many Afghans have they 
deported, how many asylum 
cases have been refused?

“I hope today’s situation 
doesn’t lead to incidents on the 
street. 

“But we’ve seen in the past 
what happens when we’ve 
got people like Boris Johnson 
spewing their hate.”
Sam Ord

‘THEY HUMILIATE  
THE REFUGEES,’ 
SAYS AFGHAN 
CAMPAIGNER
The treatment of refugees already in Britain—or still 
trying to come here—exposes the Tories’ hypocrisy
by ISABEL RINGROSE

THOUSANDS OF people are 
desperately trying to f lee 
Afghanistan, but Western gov-
ernments are stalling their plans 
to take in refugees. 

In Britain, the new  resettlement 
scheme will allow just 20,000 
Afghan refugees to come to Britain 
over the next five years.

To put that in context, Germany’s 
government estimates as many 
as 5 million people could flee 
Afghanistan.

The Afghan Citizens’ Resettlement 
Scheme will supposedly bring over 
5,000 Afghans fleeing persecution 
from the Taliban by the end of the 
year.

But there are fears that by the 
time Britain has decided it will take 
them, many will already have died.

Mohammed Asif is the founder 
of the Afghan Human Rights 
Foundation. He told Socialist Worker, 
“It is Britain and America who should 
take responsibility for their failures.

“They failed and committed the 
biggest betrayal. The Afghan regime 
was corrupt and run by warlords, 
but it was a regime installed by 
Britain and the US. There should be 
no cap on the people coming.”

Limbo
Nothing has been arranged for the 
3,000 Afghans waiting in limbo on 
their asylum claims, with no refugee 
or settled status.

While waiting, asylum seekers 
cannot work or access benefits and 
get just £5.69 a day to survive on for 
an unknown amount of time.

Mohammed said, “In Britain you 
can’t bring your wife and children 
over if you can’t afford it.

“You have to earn a certain 
amount before, but for people 
with no education or in poverty or 

on minimum wage they’re never 
going to make the cap. The Tories 
blame all ills in society and fail-
ures on migrants and asylum seek-
ers. Britain has destroyed so many 
 countries around the world.”

Refugees brought to Britain 
should be housed in acceptable 
 conditions—not in decrepit army 
barracks such as Napier in Kent.

And after a five year old Afghan 
refugee fell out of a hotel window 
in Sheffield last week, many are 
demanding safer accommodation.

Underfunded local authorities say 
they have nowhere to house new 
 refugees. But there are plenty of 
empty properties across the country 
that can be re-purposed.

Boris Johnson has promised 
that deportations to Afghanistan 
won’t take place—for now. Yet on 
Tuesday morning the Home Office 
still claimed Kabul was a safe place 
to be deported to.

Now officials are to “consider the 
situation”. Those accepted under the 

scheme will receive housing, welfare 
and employment support. But no 
start date for the scheme has been 
announced.

And home secretary Priti Patel has 
said that any Afghans who arrive on 
boats across the Channel will be 
treated the same as any other who 
enters the country that way—with 
hostility.

On the radio she said that those 
travelling through “illegal” means 
will have travelled through a safe 
country and their eligibility for 
 assistance will be in doubt.

Mohammed slammed the Home 
Office, saying they “humiliate 
Afghan people—it’s insulting and 
degrading.

“I know one Afghan family with 
an 80 year old man who has a 
wife and daughter. He was refused 
asylum but won in an appeal tri-
bunal a five year status. Then the 
Home Office appealed against this.

“This man is 80 years old with 
mental health issues of the  highest 
form—he has physically harmed 
himself.”

Deported
The Home Office has continually 
deported Afghan asylum seekers 
since Britain invaded 20 years ago. 
Many are denied refugee status when 
they turn 18 despite having spent the 
majority of their childhood in Britain.

Between 2009 and 2015, the 
Home Office deported 605 Afghans 
who arrived as unaccompanied 
minors.

Until 2016, the Home Office 
operated monthly charter flights to 
return rejected asylum seekers to 
Afghanistan. Now the government 
uses commercial flights.

The Tories are also known to 
make false promises when it comes 
to resettlement schemes—the only 
“legal” route into Britain they rec-
ognise. Worldwide just 1 percent 

of refugees are accepted via these 
methods.

The Syrian vulnerable person’s 
resettlement scheme set out to 
 resettle 20,000 people in need of 
protection by 2020.

It ’s  taken since 2014 for 
20,000 Syrians to be resettled—
and Afghanistan has double the 
 population of Syria.

A government promise to support 
3,000 unaccompanied refugee chil-
dren in Calais 2016, many of them 
from Afghanistan, ended up only 
helping about 380.

A l r e a d y  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g 
 themselves, the Tories reek of hypoc-
risy. They want to use the issue to 
pretend they’re interested in helping 
ordinary Afghan people. 

But Britain and the US’s 20-year 
war has caused millions of Afghan 
refugees—tens of thousands of who 
are still stuck in refugee camps 
across Europe.

If governments were really 
 interested in helping people fleeing 
war, repression and poverty, they’d 
open the borders—for everyone.

PEOPLE AT a rally in Glasgow last week for no more wars and to support Afghan refugees Pictures: Duncan Brown 

CAPTION GOES

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Nor, by the way, 
will we allow 
people to come 
from Afghanistan 
to this country in 
an indiscriminate 
way. We want to be 
generous, but we 
must make sure that 
we look after our own 
security’
Tory prime minister Boris Johnson 
says not all Afghan refugees will be 
allowed in

‘The Taliban 
are in control of 
Afghanistan today 
not because we 
intervened in 2001 
but because we 
abandoned it in 2021’
Labour MP Pat McFadden is in denial

‘Why, despite all the 
effort, could we not 
build an Afghan state 
free of corruption?’
Former soldier and Labour MP 
Dan Jarvis goes off message

‘Regardless of all 
that, we must remain 
engaged; we must 
show leadership; we 
must use whatever 
influence we have’ 
Jarvis isn’t interested in the answer to 
his own question
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Anti-racists 
protest in 
solidarity
PROTESTS HAVE taken place 
across Britain to demand Afghan 
refugees are welcomed.

Hundreds of people joined 
a demonstration called by 
The Stop the War Coalition 
and the Afghan Human Rights 
Foundation on Wednesday of last 
week.

Daniel Mwangi told Socialist 
Worker, “Anti-racist activists 
who took the stage pointed at 
Britain’s major role in the war 
calling for the Home Office to 
provide safer routes for those 
fleeing Afghanistan.

“In Glasgow public memory 
of the hundreds of people 
who mobilised to block an 
immigration raid was brought to 
light with loud chants of refugees 
being welcome here.”

Stand Up To Racism called a 
series of protests. In Coventry 
last Saturday, up to 40 people 
attended an event to welcome 
refugees from Afghanistan into 
the city.

One speaker said, “People say 
there is not enough housing, 
but this is because of a Tory 
government that has not build 
enough housing for decades.”

Sayed, a young man from 
Afghanistan now living in 
Coventry, spoke of his fears for 
his family.

Shamiso, from Coventry 
Asylum and Refugee Action 
Group said, “The British 
government agreed to take 
20,000 refugees. This is not 
enough. What about the extra 
ones? Are they going to be left?”

In Portsmouth on Thursday,  
up to 60 people turned out to 
declare “Afghan refugees are 
welcome here”.

Portsmouth trades council sent 
its banner and there was also one 
from Unison and representation 
from other unions.

Among those speaking 
was Kurdish refugee Bavil 
Ahmad. “What is happening in 
Afghanistan is heartbreaking. 

Terrifying
“As a refugee myself, I understand 
the situation and plight of the 
Afghan people. It’s terrifying,” he 
said.

In Leeds on Saturday about 
50 people took part and many of 
them were local Afghan people.

There was also a refugees 
welcome protest of about 60 
people in Norwich.

And in Bristol on Saturday, 
around 40 people gathered in the 
town centre.

Speakers all slammed the 
government’s hypocrisy for 
pretending to care about 
refugees having pushed an 
anti-migrant agenda for years.

NEU education union 
national executive member John 
Reddiford said, “The government 
needs to be forced to provide the 
funding for more refugees.”

Mohammed Asif— ‘No cap on refugees’

United in 
resistance 
against wars
THE INVASIONS of Iraq and 
Afghanistan sparked a huge 
anti-war movement in Britain 
with protests hitting hundreds 
of towns and cities.

Nahella said, “For the Muslim 
community and any campaign 
group the main lesson from the 
movement is the importance 
of unity. We came together on 
the idea that we stand against 
illegal wars and Islamophobia. 

“When we come together, 
what we do makes a 
difference. Britain wanted to 
launch a bombing campaign 
against Syria in 2013 but 
they weren’t able to do that 
because of the power of the 
movement on the streets.

“When former prime 
minister, David Cameron put 
a vote to Parliament to bomb 
Syria he lost that vote. 

“That wasn’t because the 
Tories became humanitarian 
overnight. It was because they 
remembered the anger on the 
streets.”

Tahir said, “It wasn’t just 
Muslims who were against 
invasion, collectively we said 
‘we should not be sending 
young people to their deaths, 
and we shouldn’t be inflicting 
large scale damage and 
civilian fatalities’.

“Our collective voice gives 
hope that there’s light at the 
end of the tunnel.”

3AFGHANISTAN2
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Five crucial 
questions 
about end of 
Afghanistan 
occupation
Imperialists are desperately trying 
to justify their 20 year Afghanistan 
occupation. Socialist Worker answers 
the crucial questions
Did the US occupation 
benefit Afghan women?
NO. IT’S a myth that the US 
invaded Afghanistan to “save” 
Afghan women from the oppression 
of the Taliban.

It’s true that the Taliban’s regime 
is brutal and won’t benefit women’s 
rights, but it was the US that 
funded the Taliban before 1996. 

Women’s rights were only on 
the agenda when it suited the US’s 
invasion.

And the corrupt government 
regimes put in place by the 
US during the occupation saw 
war, poverty and starvation as 
the realities for women for two 
decades.

Bombing and torturing Afghan 
people—and their families—didn’t 
benefit women. Saving women by 
killing them was the 
imperialists’ logic. An 
estimated 70 percent 
of casualties from 
airstrikes were women 
and children.

Liberals now say that all the 
gains made for women will be 
rolled back. Yet the gains they talk 
about are mired in corruption and 
lies.

One development programme 
the US created was Promote. It cost 
£306 million and was supposed 
to provide 75,000 Afghan women 
with training and jobs.

Yet when it was audited in 2016, 
it was impossible to trace where 
the money had gone. Women still 
had a lack of jobs and opportunities 
because little was being done to 
change their material lives and 
conditions.

And women still suffered 
corporal punishment or 
imprisonment for adultery under 
the latest government.

The women now left behind at 
Kabul airport are evidence of how 
little the West cares about their 
rights.

Can Western feminists 
liberate Afghan 
women?
WANTING MUSLIM women 
to live in the image of certain 
types of Western feminism isn’t 
liberation.

Firstly, liberation cannot be 
given. It’s won by the oppressed 
for themselves. The only way to 
overthrow sexism and the system 
that creates it is by fighting from 
below.

Secondly, liberation doesn’t 
entail being told what to do by 
people who think they know 
better.

Some white Western women, 
from Hollywood actors to 
politicians, think they can tell 
Muslim women how not be 
oppressed.

This allows the views of a 
better-off section of Western 
women to be mobilised for war.

US first lady Laura Bush 
argued in 2001 that the war was 
to “liberate Afghan women.” 
Cherie Blair repeated the same 
line in Britain.

And both spoke out against 
women wearing headscarves.

Their brand of feminism didn’t 
favour women making their own 
decisions.

This also plays into 
Islamophobic ideas that were 
used to justify the war in 2001—
that all women in headscarves 
are oppressed by all Muslim men.

These arguments are now 
resurfacing.

But groups such as the 
Revolutionary Association of the 
Women of Afghanistan, founded 
in 1977, both denounced 
religious fundamentalism and 
the US attacks. 

Yet some feminists are still 
arguing that intervention is the 
only way forward despite it being 
an intervention that led to the 
current horrors.

Airstrikes and occupations 
by Western militaries will not 
improve the status of women. 
It’s just an excuse to carry on 
imperialist intervention.
Who is to blame for the 

situation in Kabul?

THOUSANDS OF Afghans are 
rushing to Kabul airport to try 
to escape the country. Scenes of 
desperate people and women giving 
birth in planes are harrowing.

But the chaos and fear are 
another deadly result of Western 
intervention and their tight controls.

Evacuation must be completed 
by 31 August, when troops are 
supposed to leave. 

Crushes and gunfire exchanges 
have killed civilians and guards. 
Ordinary people desperate to flee 
are being pushed back out onto 
the streets unless they have the 
correct paperwork. Embassies are 
telling those with dual and British 

nationalities to head to the airport 
to try to catch a flight.

Those trying to get to the airport 
with documents to back their 
claim have to go through Taliban 
checkpoints to reach the airport first. 

But many of these people also 
won’t make it past the Wests’s 
soldiers and onto a plane.

It means thousands of others 
who assisted foreign troops or 
are in fear for their lives under a 
Taliban regime will be left behind.

US soldiers screaming in faces 
and firing warning shots to keep 
people away from escaping are no 
better than the Taliban on the other 
side of the fence demanding order.
Once more Western interference is 
to blame for the mixed messages 

Mothers and children who fled fighting between the Taliban and Afghan army

and lack of regard for the lives of 
ordinary Afghans.

Who is involved in the 
protests against the 
Taliban?
THERE HAVE been small 
anti-Taliban demonstrations 
in Asadabad, Jalalabad and 
Kandahar as well as Kabul.

Some of the protests have seen 
mostly young people demanding 
civil rights and women’s rights.

They have faced repression, 
although nothing on the scale of 
the last 20 years of occupation.

Other protests involved people 
from the minority Hazara group 
in the central mountain region of 
Afghanistan. 

They are some of the poorest 
people in the country and are 
pushing for their rights.

But there is no doubt the US 
and its allies will be seeking to 
use any protests to undermine 
the Taliban and to create space 
for their old collaborators.  

The flags of the Northern 
Alliance have been raised in the 
province of Panjshir for the first 
time in two decades.

The Northern Alliance was the 
key force the US used to carry out 
the defeat of the Taliban in 2001.

Its key leaders include the 
former vice president of the 

corrupt Afghan government, 
Amrullah Saleh. Once president 
Ashraf Ghani fled, Saleh declared 
himself “the legitimate caretaker 
president”.

Alongside him is Ahmad 
Massoud, the son of the Northern 
Alliance’s former leader Ahmad 
Shah Massoud,

In the Washington Post, 
Massoud called for Western 
support to fight the Taliban. He 
has also made a particular push 
for French military support.

But the Northern Alliance is 
far weaker than it was in 2001. 
All the martial words may prove 
empty.

Should the British 
troops stay as long as 
possible?
BORIS JOHNSON is pushing US 
president Joe Biden to extend the 
31 August deadline for the US 
withdrawal from Afghanistan.

At the beginning of this week, 
there were 1,000 British troops in 
Kabul.

To think that US or British 
military force is ever an answer 
is to replay the mindset of the 20 
years of the “war on terror”.

It began by cloaking the real 
motives of boosting profits and 
entrenching imperial power in 
the language of humanitarian 
intervention.

They said bombing, invasion and 
brutality would result in the invaders 
implementing generous reforms 
benefiting women and minorities.

Then emerged groups of 
former leftists who swallowed this 
mythology. They emerged first 
during the 1991 invasion of Iraq. 
Their numbers grew during the 
Balkan War in 1999.

Some also lined up behind the 
invasion of Afghanistan—and Iraq 
and Libya. Liberals and former left 
wingers provided a crucial shield for 
the imperialist ravages over decades.

But the promised transformations 
in people’s lives never came. Instead 
there was mass killings and torture. 
Even the vaunted suppression of 
terrorism failed.

Out of the wreckage of Iraq 
emerged Islamic State.

Instead of calling for troops to 
stay, we should demand freedom 
for all refugees to come to the 
country of their choice—and for 
Britain to welcome as many as 
want to come here.

And we should redouble our 
opposition to imperial war and 
military intervention.

US SOLDIERS standing guard at Kabul airport in Afghanistan last week as thousands tried to escape the country

Laura Bush—a war to liberate women?

West’s soldiers were not widely welcomed

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T BE FOOLED—THERE IS 
MONEY FOR REFUGEES

T
HE RIGHT is spinning 
arguments against 
refugees coming to 
Britain. They claim there’s 
“no room” or “not 

enough money” to take them all in.
But these claims are false.
Britain officially spent some 

£22 billion on the Afghan war. 
Other estimates put the figure at 
nearly £40 billion.

If there’s money for military 
invasion, there’s money to 
welcome those who were made 
refugees by war. 

And there’s money to support 
them—rather than forcing 
asylum seekers to survive on 
£5.69 a day.

Almost a quarter of Britain’s 
44,825 asylum seekers supported 
by the Home Office are housed 
in just ten local authorities. 

Nine of these are in the most 
deprived areas in the country.

Across England last year there 
were 268,385 long-term empty 
homes—empty for more than six 
months.

Why can’t they be used for 
refugees and other people in 
housing need?

And there were 262,782 
second-homes without any 
permanent residents last year.

This year, as Covid-19 swept 
the world and ordinary people 
suffered, Britain created a record 
number of billionaires.

There are 171 billionaires in 
Britain, 24 more than a year ago.

Here is the money we could 
use for refugees and much more.   

Right wingers also argue that 
Britain should focus on its own 
citizens. But those same right 
wingers haven’t ever given a 
thought about poor people here. 

They are now just looking to 
scapegoat desperate refugees and 
divide people.

In fact, working class people in 
Britain have more in common with 
refugees than the rich. They’re 
both victims of a profit driven 

system—one that creates war and 
inequality.

We’re fed lie upon lie by Priti 
Patel and the Home Office that 
Britain cannot cope with a huge 
influx of refugees.

But applications for asylum 
have been higher in the past. 

The difference now is that 
after ten years of Tory austerity, 
resources have been cut back. 

It’s true that councils are 
underfunded, but it’s not because 
of a rush of people coming to 
Britain.

There is more than enough 
money—it’s just in the hands of 
the wrong people.

The enemy of ordinary people 
in Britain isn’t refugees. The 
enemy is the rich, the bosses and 
the system that they profit from.

Now the left and anti-racists 
must fight for every refugee to 
be welcomed into Britain. That 
should include all of those from 
Afghanistan and from other 
countries who are seeking refuge.

This means hitting back 
against the Tories’ racism and 
imperialism.

Britain’s war in Afghanistan has 
come crashing down—now it’s 
time the Tories faced the same 
fate here.

IGNORING COVID WON’T WORK
COVID-19 RELATED deaths 

in Britain stand at a shocking 
average of 100 each day 

according to official data. That’s a 
rise of 54 percent in a week.

As Socialist Worker went to 
press, 31,914 cases were reported 
in a day. And daily hospitalisations 
have risen by 276 since the 
beginning of August to 948.

But despite these statistics 
and the resurgence of Covid-19, 
politicians and the media remain 
silent. Perhaps neither the Tories 
nor Labour want to upset bosses 

by hinting at the possibility of an 
alternative to the policy of simply 
letting the virus rip through the 
population.

And as schools in England and 
Wales are due to return next 
week the situation could become 
much worse.

We need a strategy that goes 
further than just the reliance 
on the vaccination programme 
and the flawed track and trace 
system.

Researchers at the University of 
Oxford and the Office for National 

Statistics found that Pfizer–
BioNTech and Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccines are quite effective against 
the fast spreading Delta variant of 
Covid-19,

But they also found protection 
fades sharply after three months.

Education unions are calling for 
the installation of ventilation into 
school classrooms. 

The government makes only 
vague promises in reply.

In truth more than ventilation 
will be needed to win safety in 
schools—and society.

There are 171 
billionaires in 
Britain. That is  
24 more than a 
year ago

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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ANALYSIS 
YURI PRASAD

State tried to derail 
Black Lives Matter
SOMETHING OF an echo of the establishment panic 
of the late 1960s is reverberating around the seats of 
power in Britain and the US.

The calamitous end of the long war in Afghanistan—and 
the huge political crisis it has created—is one of those sounds. 
Our rulers’ continuing attempts to win back ground lost last 
summer to the Black Lives Matter uprising is another.

The last time the powerful faced such a pincer was in the 
combination of the Vietnam anti-war movement and Black 
Power.

A report last week by the US Movement for Black Lives 
showed how the ruling class is prepared to fight dirty to fend 
off such a threat. The Struggle for Power report analyses 
forensically the ways the state has tried to use repression to 
drive back the threat of anti-racism.

It shows that the government in Washington manipulated 
the legal system to ensure protesters’ alleged crimes were 
turned from state prosecutions to federal ones.

That meant the FBI rather than local police conducted 
investigations, and offences were routinely classified as a 
form of “domestic terrorism”.

The result was a higher rate of convictions and longer 
sentences to be served in prisons further away from family 
and friends.

The aim was to disrupt the movement by spreading fear.
Clearly, the thinking of the right in the US has influenced 

Priti Patel’s draconian Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts 
Bill still making its way through parliament.

Many fighting back against repression will also start to 
hear echoes. During the 1950s and 60s the FBI characterised 
first the Civil Rights Movement, and later Black Power, as 
the country’s main internal security threat.

The Cointelpro counterintelligence programme was 
developed by the FBI to “Expose, disrupt, discredit, or 
otherwise neutralize the activities of the black nationalists”.

The state was only too willing to use violent repression.
When the Watts area of Los Angeles exploded in riots in 

August 1965, it sent in thousands of National Guard troops 
to seal off black ghettos. Meanwhile an extra 14,000 police 
officers ran amok.

The aftermath of the assassination of Martin Luther King 
saw the biggest mobilisation of paramilitaries for a civilian 
purpose since the American Civil War. Some 34,000 National 
Guard, 21,000 federal troops and thousands of extra local 
police surrounded areas considered “militant”.

Intimidate
These attempts to intimidate continued through a 
succession of governments, both Republican and Democrat.

State repression, then and now, poses sharp questions to 
movements for justice.

Some people will inevitably draw the conclusion that the 
state is too powerful an enemy to confront on the streets. 
Therefore, they argue, we should look to safer ways to 
influence those in power. 

But this almost always leads to some form of incorporation 
into the system, and the blunting of meaningful demands.

Others will argue that we have to continue militant 
resistance. They think instead of using the tactic of mass 
movements, we should instead rely on actions by small 
groups of highly trained and committed activists.

This approach at least has the virtue of continuing the 
fight against oppression. Unfortunately, the record for 
groups who travelled this path is that the state found it 
relatively easy to defeat them.

There is another option—to try and maintain mass 
protests by widening the movement’s appeal.

In every era, huge confrontations over the issue of 
oppression are inevitably bound up with other injustices.

So during the Black Lives Matter movement millions of 
people in the US were confronted with a raging pandemic. 
And they suffered a pitiful response from the private 
medicine and public health system alike.

More people were losing their jobs as firms shut down, 
and many more were having their wages cut.

If the Black Lives Matter movement found a way to 
connect the growing anger in society to the rage against 
oppression it could have defied repression. And, no state 
forces would have been strong enough to contain it.

Blair claims war on Muslims 
is strategically vital for West 
T O N Y  B L A I R ,  t h e 
 blood-drenched architect 
of the Afghanistan war, 
finally came out of hid-
ing last weekend only to 
urge the West into more 
 military adventures.

His lengthy tirade was 
a broadside against sec-
tions of the ruling class that 
have lost faith in his strat-
egy of long wars and military 
occupations.

The promise of US presi-
dent Joe Biden to end the 
“Forever Wars” particularly 
irks Blair. For him, the best 
wars are the ones that last 
generations.

In one bizarre passage he 
analyses the role of Russia in 
Syria. 

President Putin threw his 
backing behind the Assad 
dictatorship and helped beat 
off both the democratic rev-
olution and the reactionary 
fighters of Islamic State.

Though Blair considers 
Putin an enemy, the Russian 
state is praised for its prepar-
edness to act, and stay for the 
long-term.

“Putin committed,” Blair 
writes. “He has spent ten years 
in open-ended commitment. 

“He, along with the 
Iranians, secured his goal.”

Blair peppers his statement 
with crocodile tears for the 
Afghan people. 

Bombing
But most of Blair’s effort is 
reserved for world leaders who 
have strayed from his path of 
bombing for democracy.

He insists that the US and 
Nato military withdrawal 
from Afghanistan is a stra-
tegic disaster for the main 
imperialist countries.

This, he said, would be 
a boost to the West’s main 
enemies—Russia, China and 
Iran.

It would leave the world 
“uncertain” about how the US 
would use its military muscle.

To underline his point, Blair 
paints a picture of a growing 
enemy, taking heart from the 
West’s defeat—Islam.

Like a faded pop star 
 rehashing earlier flops, Blair 
claims that Muslims from 
opposing religious and polit-
ical traditions can be thrown 
together as a threat to the 
West.

So Isis and al-Qaeda 
are lumped into the same 
 category as Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood, and even the 
Turkish state.

Blair’s axis of evil goes 
 further still. He includes even 
the parts of the Muslim world 
least associated with “radical 

Islam”—including Indonesia 
and Malaysia. 

They “all subscribe to 
basic elements of the same 
 ideology” he says. 

The West should liken this 
struggle to the Cold War, he 
adds.

“We are in the wrong 
rhythm of thinking in rela-
tion to Radical Islam,” Blair 
argues. “With Revolutionary 

Communism, we recognised 
it as a threat of a strategic 
nature. 

“We understood it was a 
real menace and we com-
bined across nations and 
 parties to deal with it. 

“This is what we need to 
decide now with Radical 
Islam.”

Blair knows that his 
 thinking is, for now, out of 

sync with Biden and those in 
the US who are concentrating 
on competition with China.

Few among them want to 
return to the days of having 
over 100,000 troops in 
Afghanistan while there are 
other battles to prepare for.

But for all his current iso-
lation, the danger of Blair 
is that he still exerts a terri-
ble influence on the political 
centre—within both Labour 
and the Tories.

TONY BLAIR (above) is 
impressed by Russia’s 
intervention in Syria (left) 
and says the West should 
emulate this by keeping 
soldiers in Afghanistan 
indefinitely

Corruption funded by West’s cash
AMONG THE many 
weaknesses in Blair’s 
thinking is that he 
has absolutely no 
explanation for why the 
Afghan government 
collapsed like a 
pack of cards.

Neither can he 
explain why the 
Afghan military, which 
had over years been 
pumped full of dollars 
and pounds, refused 
to fight the Taliban.

“There was 
endemic corruption 
in government,” Blair 

acknowledges. “But 
there were also good 
people doing good work 
to the benefit of the 
people.” In reality, the 

government’s tenuous 
hold on the main cities 
lasted only as long 
as it was able to dish 
out Western cash.

But Blair seems now to 
have cooled on his early 
fantasy of imposing a 
Western-style democracy 
in Afghanistan.

The “humanitarian” 
part of his drive 
for intervention 
has been lost.

All that remains is his 
demand to maintain the 
fight against Islam for 
“strategic” reasons.

President Ghani has fled

On other pages...
First Russia invaded—then the West 
>>Pages 14&15
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Politicians 
wallow in 
imperialist 
delusions
Tory and Labour MPs’ speeches last 
week revealed their longing for the 
days of war, writes Charlie Kimber

THE PARLIAMENTARY debate on 
the Afghanistan crisis last week 
heard repeated assaults on Boris 
Johnson from his own MPs.

But they did it from a delusional 
perspective that Britain was still a 
world power that could bully others 
even without US might.

Tory MP Tom Tugendhat 
attacked US president Joe Biden for 
 withdrawing troops. He added, “We 
can set out a vision for reinvigorat-
ing our European Nato partners, to 
make sure that we are not dependent 
on a single ally, on the decision of a 
single leader.

“That we can work together with 
Japan and Australia, France and 
Germany, with partners large and 
small and make sure we hold the line 
together.”

Such visions of an aggressive 
European military force are vicious. 
But they ignore the  shattering 
effects of the US defeats in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. On their own, British 
forces could not subdue  resistance in 
the province of Helmand—let alone 
the whole of Afghanistan.

The reality of the situation was 
brought home when Johnson said 
he would hold talks with other G7 
 leaders and that Russia and China 
are the key players after the US goes. 

Mournfully
Former prime minister Theresa May 
mournfully asked, “Where is global 
Britain on the streets of Kabul?”

In fact “global Britain” did try to 
assemble an alternative to the US 
and utterly failed. 

Defence secretary Ben Wallace 
said earlier this month that he had 
attempted to convince “like-minded” 
nations to stay in the country.

But “they were not interested,” 
said Wallace. And he added, “Some 
said they were keen, but their parlia-
ments weren’t.”

Wallace, it should be remembered, 
was from 2003 to 2005 the overseas 
director of the aerospace company 
QinetiQ, Britain’s former Defence 
Evaluation and Research Agency.

QinetiQ manufactured armaments 
used in Afghanistan.

Meanwhile Labour leader Keir 
Starmer defended the Western inva-
sion of Afghanistan and called for 
further Nato military alliance action 
to “apply pressure on the Taliban”.

He told British troops “You brought 
stability, reduced the  terrorist threat 
and enabled progress. We are all 
proud of what you did.”

Lies
Such lies echo the false claims used 
to launch and sustain the war. 
As more and more people aban-
don these fictions, Starmer loyally 
boosted them.

Western imperialism has suffered 
a grievous blow in the last few days, 
but Starmer is playing the usual role 
of the Labour Party and rushing to 
defend it.

Starmer added there should now 
be a push to “stamp out a resur-
gence of terror groups” and “to 
retain the liberties and human rights 
of Afghans”.

That is a green light to military 
action, such as bombing by the US 
from nearby countries.

BACK STORY
Labour politicians think they 
can make hay out of their 
support for continuing war
lLabour’s shadow foreign 
secretary Lisa Nandy said the 
withdrawal meant “abandoning 
the Afghan people”
lShe described the occupation—
which killed at least 100,000 
Afghan civilians—as 20 years of 
progress
lStarmer praised the British 
army—responsible for 
massacres—for “bringing stability” Mercenary firms who made a fortune 

from the slaughter in Afghanistan
ONE GROUP of people has 
emerged largely unscathed 
from the Taliban’s recapture of 
Afghanistan—the heads of private 
“contractor” firms.

Contractors played a crucial role 
in the occupation. 

They provided intelligence 
analysis, translation and 
interpreting, security, vehicle 
maintenance, training, maintaining 
supplies—and elite mercenaries.

Paid for largely out of military 
budgets, these firms have made 
a killing in Afghanistan, and 
their bosses hoped the military 
occupation there would never end.

Contractors
At its height in 2011 there were 
almost 120,000 US contractors 
in the country, compared to just 
100,000 US troops.

After troop numbers started to 
fall in 2013 that figure fell rapidly. 
But as late as a few weeks ago 
there were still almost 17,000 
contractors working for the US 
military alone in Afghanistan.

The Pentagon paid their 
employers some £136 billion over 
the eight years to 2019.

The five biggest US contractors 
are Boeing, Raytheon, Lockheed 
Martin, Northrop Grumman, and 

General Dynamics. And every 
other Nato power with troops 
in Afghanistan had their own 
contracting firms.

For politicians, there were clear 
advantages in using them. 

Operating without 
accountability, these businesses 
allowed governments to claim that 
military forces were withdrawing 
while keeping large numbers of 
people on the ground.

It also meant that the deaths of 
those performing military roles, but 
working for private firms, were not 
counted among the military “war 
dead”.

The Military Times news site 
used Afghanistan civilian staff 
casualty reports to paint a picture 
of contractors who died there.

It reports they were 
“predominantly white men in 
the 40s who choose contracting 
as a second career. Most are 
veterans with significant military 
experience.

“Many are former officers and 
about half are Special Forces 
veterans.”

But Military Times also reports 
that the industry routinely uses 
veterans from countries other than 
the US and Britain. They have 
examples of former fighters from 

Peru, Colombia and Uganda. It has 
also been revealed that industry 
has also used former child soldiers 
from Sierra Leone in west Africa.

Contractors are very efficient 
lobbyists, and recruit people with 
inside knowledge.

An investigation by Mandy 
Smithberger found that from 2008 
to 2018 at least 380 high-ranking 
US officials and military officers 
became lobbyists, board members, 
executives, or consultants for 
defence contractors within two 
years of leaving the military.

Grabbed
Lloyd Austin, the current US 
secretary of defence, grabbed much 
as £1.25 million worth of stock as a 
director of Raytheon, the country’s 
second-largest defence contractor. 

That was in the four years 
between retiring from the army 
and assuming his current post.

In the wake of their Afghanistan 
defeat, the US and British ruling 
classes will have to think hard 
before embarking on another 
potentially lengthy military 
occupation.

But somewhere in the shadows 
there will be bosses who lick their 
lips whenever they hear the words 
“humanitarian intervention”.

A US ‘contractor’ in an Afghan poppy field 
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Israel hits 
protesters 
and aid in 
Palestine
Palestinians resisting Israeli 
occupation have been shot at during 
protests, reports Nick Clark 

I S R A E L  R E S P O N D E D  t o 
Palestinian protests in the 
besieged Gaza Strip with  gunfire 
and airstrikes last Saturday.

Hundreds of  Palest inians 
marched on the border fence that 
keeps them penned inside the 
enclave. 

The Palestinian health  ministry 
said at least 41 protesters were 
injured, including a 13 year old boy 
who was shot in the head.

Israeli soldiers, who enforce the 
blockade and shoot at anyone who 
approaches the fence, attacked the 
protesters with live ammunition 
and tear gas.

Al Jazeera journalist Youmna 
al-Sayed said at least ten of those 
injured were children.

Protesters fought soldiers with 
rocks and petrol bombs,  screening 
 themselves from Israeli fire with 
smoke from burning tires. 

An Israeli sniper, who had been 
 pointing his weapon at protesters, 
was  reportedly shot in the face.

Israel then punished resistance 
group Hamas, which runs the Gaza 
Strip, with a series of air strikes.

It comes after Israel waged an 
horrific, sustained assault on Gaza 
in May this year. 

Its 11-day campaign of heavy 
air strikes killed at least 260 
Palestinians, including 67 children.

Destroyed
The bombardment also forced at 
least 58,000 Palestinians to flee 
their homes. 

It destroyed at least 1,000 homes, 
made 1,8000 unfit for living and 
damaged another 14,900.

It also damaged six hospitals, 
nine healthcare centres, and a 
desalination plant that supplies 
clean water to 250,000 people.

Now, Israel has used its total 
 control of Gaza’s borders to dis-
rupt the reconstruction process as 
a weapon against Hamas.

Israel’s government, led by right 
wing nationalist Naftali Bennett, 
blocked aid from Qatar as well 
as the import of key reconstruc-
tion materials. It only reinstated 

aid payments to families in the 
Gaza Strip after being given direct 
 oversight over the list of recipients.

It’s a demonstration of how Israel 
uses its siege of Gaza as a form of col-
lective punishment of Palestinians.

That’s especially true for those 
daring to resist military occupation 
and push for the right to return to 
their land.

Elected
Israel has kept Gaza under a state 
of siege since 2007 when Hamas 
won elections to run the Palestin-
ian  Authority.

Hamas had promised to continue 
resisting Israel, while its rival Fatah 
was committed to futile negotia-
tions and cooperation with Israel’s 
military occupation. 

Israel responded by supporting a 
coup against Hamas. It began the 
the siege after Hamas remained in 
control of the Gaza Strip.

The siege has forced more than 
56 percent of the Gaza Strip’s two 
million residents to live below the 
poverty line. A massive 43 percent 
are unemployed.

Israel also controls the import of 
fuel and electricity into the strip—
sometimes leaving Palestinian resi-
dents to live with just two or three 
hours of power a day.

. 
On other pages...
Muslims in Britain speak out 
against war >>Page 3

AUSTRALIA

Cruel policy Priti Patel wants to copy  
by JOHN NEWSINGER

HOME SECRETARY Priti Patel 
admires the anti-refugee policy 
of the Australian Liberal Party.

This policy originated in 
August 2001 when a Norwegian 
freighter, the Tampa, rescued 
433 Afghan refugees and five 
crew from a sinking fishing boat.

The Afghans were hungry, 
dehydrated, exhausted and 
included four pregnant women.

The Tampa’s captain was 
warned by John Howard’s right 
wing Liberal government that if 

he entered Australian waters, he 
would be prosecuted for people 
smuggling.

The Australian SAS was sent 
to seize the ship and eventually 
landed the refugees on the 
island of Nauru.

The Australians paid the 
island to allow it to establish 
detention centres for refugees 
trying to make their way to 
Australia. This is something 
Patel wants to copy.

At the time a general election 
was imminent in Australia with 
Howard’s government behind in 
the polls. Howard wanted to show 

how brutally callous he was by 
turning away a number of fishing 
boats carrying Afghan refugees.

On 19 October another 
sank, and 353 refugees 
drowned—146 of them children. 
The government accused the 
refugees of throwing their 
children into the sea.

While refusing to let in 
Afghan refugees, Howard 
nevertheless sent Australian 
troops to assist the US in 
occupying Afghanistan at the 
end of 2001.
Full story online at  
bit.ly/PritiPatelAustralia

HAITI

Marines and gunships after earthquake
THE DEATH toll from the major 
earthquake that hit Haiti earlier in 
August has risen to over 2,200.

The Haitian government says 
600,000 people are directly 
affected by the devastating 
7.2 magnitude quake and in need 
of urgent assistance. Over 12,000 
people have been seriously injured.

Near the quake’s epicentre in 
Les Cayes, on the south west coast, 
people have been left to organise 
aid and support themselves. This 
is mostly due to roads and bridges 

becoming damaged from the 
tremors.

The USS Arlington arrived from 
the United States last weekend, 
with two helicopters and 200 
Marines. Britain is sending a Royal 
Navy ship to serve as a landing pad 
for US military helicopters.

The last thing the shattered 
people of Haiti need is more US 
military intervention.

They need the resources that 
can always be mobilised for war, 
but are never available for the poor.

PALESTINIAN MEDICS carry off an injured protester last Saturday

Haiti—looking for survivors in rubble

BACK STORY
Israel bombed the Gaza Strip 
for 11 days in May
lMaterials needed to rebuild 
buildings and homes are being 
blocked 
lProtests last Saturday against 
the occupation led to injuries to at 
least 41 protesters 
lResistance was met with 
airstrikes and escalated attacks 
lIsrael’s brutal occupation is 
backed by the US and Britain 
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 CLIMATE CHANGE 
VOICES FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH
Wildfires across southern Europe 
focused attention on climate 
change, just as reports showed 
how Earth is heading for disaster. 
But the Global South got barely a 
mention. Socialist Worker spoke 
to activists in Asia and Africa 
about how the crisis is affecting 
the less developed world 

W
E ARE entering a new age 
of extremes. By 2050, life 
in many parts of Asia will 
become unbearable. The 
land is set to alternately 
suffer from extreme rain-

fall and severe hurricanes, then intense 
heat waves.

The coming decades could be worse still in 
Africa. The continent contributes almost noth-
ing to climate change. Even if its carbon emis-
sions fell to zero, the world would hardly notice. 
And yet five of the countries most affected by 
extreme weather events in 2019 were African.

Farmers up and down the continent report 
unfathomable weather fluctuations. But 
nowhere is it worse than in sub-Saharan Africa, 
where 95 percent of farmers have no irrigation.

This summer, in the wake of the wildfires 
still spreading across North America and 
southern Europe, came the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report. Its 

stark evidence of irreversible changes that 
have already happened and warnings of what 
is to come have focused the minds of millions 
of people. 

Even some world leaders and big business 
seem troubled by the prospects.

But all too easily they have tried to shift the 
debate from what the rich and their system 
has done to the planet, to a narrative in which 
all of humanity has to share the blame.

And as the climate crisis intensifies, mil-
lions of people in the Global South will be 
forced to leave their homes.

In this special Socialist Worker report, 
our contributors from Asia and Africa turn 
the debate on its head. They start with how 
those who contribute least to the problem are 
already paying the highest price.

In doing so, they turn their fire not only on 
the rich “1 percent” largely based in the North, 
but also upon leaders of their own continents.

It’s good that the heads of some countries 
are now arguing for the cancellation of debts 
owed by the Global South to the international 
bankers. This is so the money can be used on 
climate change preparations.

But, say our authors, many of these same 
leaders have been enthusiastic participants 
in the system of exploitation that has forced 
misery on the poor. And it has left them 
utterly exposed to the extreme weather now 
so commonplace.

Only by confronting the system that 
destroys lives and the planet do we have a 
chance to rescue humanity.

SCHOOL STUDENTS march on parliament in
Cape Town, South  Africa, in 2019.  They had
joined one of several global climate strikes in
2019

PHILIPPINES-BASED Walden Bello 
(pictured below) is a leading activist 
and theoretician in movements for 
the environment and social justice. 
He spoke to Yuri Prasad

What strikes you most about the 
impact of climate change on the 
Global South?
We've seen terrifying disasters triggered 
by climate change over the last decade. 
Some came in one massive blow, such as 
Typhoon Haiyan in 2013, which in one day 
levelled much of the central Philippines 
and took over 6,000 lives.

Some are gradual but irreversible, such 
as sea level change that is submerging 
island countries like the South Pacific 
island nations and the Maldives in 
the Indian Ocean. Or the inexorable 
desertification in many parts of Africa that 
is creating millions of climate refugees.

 
Much of the ruling elite in the Global 
South is determined to press ahead 
with a model of development that 
is historically similar to that of the 
West. Why are they not looking for 
alternatives?
I think that many of the elites in the South 
have bought into the model of high-
speed, carbon-intensive growth because 
they think it serves their interests.

In their view, high growth translates 
into a bigger economic pie, and a bigger 
pie means there is less pressure for 
wealth redistribution. 

What you see in China, for instance, 
is that high-speed growth has created a 
much bigger economic pie that has led to 
the rapid reduction of poverty.

So, as one economist puts it, if one’s 
boat is rising, there is less attention paid 
to other boats which may be rising much 
faster than one’s own boat. 

There’s some social pacification owing 
to the rapid reduction of poverty. 

But the trade-offs are greater 
inequality of wealth, climate change and 
massive environmental damage owing to 
continuing reliance on fossil fuels.

However, the impacts of climate 
change and other environmental 
disasters are now clearly impacting 
negatively on public health and 
boomeranging on the economy.

In many instances farmers know their 
vegetables are contaminated with heavy

>>Continued on next page 

9FEATURE Socialist Worker  25 August 2021



‘ONLY THE LEFT 
CAN ACHIEVE 
CHANGE, BUT IT 
MUST DO THIS 
IN WAYS THAT 
ARE NOT 
INFLEXIBLE’
>>Continued from previous page 

metals, such as cadmium 
or mercury. Therefore they don’t eat 
local produce.

A recently published analysis by the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences places 
the economic loss owing to climate 
change and other environmental 
problems at 13.5 percent of GDP.

I think the leadership of the Chinese 
Communist Party knows the score on 
climate change, but it still has to take 
decisive action to address it.

Maybe that’s because it is still 
daunted by the enormity of the 
challenge of blazing a new economic 
and ecological path that departs 
from high-speed growth-oriented 
capitalism.

 
The latest IPCC report talks about 
climate change as having been 
caused by “human action”. But 
the poor in the Global South have 
contributed very little to the crisis.  
Do you see dangers in approaching 
the climate crisis as a problem 
created by “all of humanity”?
Historically, the Global North 
has accounted for the bulk of 
the accumulated carbon in the 
atmosphere. And within countries, the 
carbon contribution of the rich per 
capita is so much greater than that of 
the poor.

The inequality of wealth is paralleled 
by the inequality in carbon emissions.  
The richer you are, the more carbon 
you fart.

In that sense, to say that the climate 
crisis is a problem created by “all of 
humanity” is incorrect. 

The better formulation is that all 
of humanity is responsible for taking 
collective action to address the climate 
crisis. Our responsibility is taking 
the political action to force both the 
Global North and the rich in the South 
to stop behaving in the same old 
climate-damaging ways.

De-growth is a must in the Global 
North. But it must be a strategy where 
it is the rich and the upper strata of 
the middle class who bear most of the 
burden of adjustment.

 
What attempts are being made to 
mobilise workers and the poor on 
climate issues in the Global South? 
There is now great awareness of the 
connection of coal and fossil fuels to 

proliferating disasters. But in many 
countries, mobilizing on climate and 
the environment is still largely a middle 
class affair.  

Workers, the poor, and the 
marginalised remain to be mobilized 
on climate and the environment. 

But this will only happen when they 
understand that a climate-friendly 
economic strategy is also one that 
promotes poverty reduction. As well as 
greater equality, and a better quality of 
life for them.

 
Does that mean we should be 
looking towards more radical 
solutions? And, if so, can you see 
the potential for alliances between 
the poor of the Global South and 
workers in the West?
Definitely. Capitalism, even a 
“reformed capitalism,” can no longer 
meet the challenges posed by the 
climate crisis. 

Environmental disasters are 
becoming ever-present. Only a 
post-capitalist system, whether you 
call it socialism or social democracy, 
is capable of connecting the welfare 
of the earth with the material and 
spiritual welfare of the majority of the 
people. 

Neither neoliberalism nor right wing 
populism is in a position to harness the 
energies of people who are concerned 
with drastically taking steps to stop 
the deepening of the climate crisis. 
This is because of the value they place 
on competition among people and 
dominating nature.

Only the left can achieve change, 
but it must go about this in ways 
that are not inflexible. A new 
internationalism yearns to be born, 
one where equality and the care of the 
planet are central.

ENERGY
Broken 
promises
UNLESS THERE is 
action very soon, 
climate change could 
force 100 million 
people in Africa into 
extreme poverty by 
2030.

Wealthy nations 
have long promised 
Africa the money 
needed to help 
agriculture on the 
continent survive.

Tanguy 
Gahouma‑Bekale, 
chair of the African 
group of negotiators 
at November’s Cop26 
climate conference 
in Glasgow, says they 
were promised an 
annual £88 billion 
fund.

“But we don’t see 
the money,” he says.

Millions of people 
in the continent 
are already forced 
to survive without 
electricity. Yet, the 
example of Morocco 
shows what is 
possible.

A 6,000‑acre solar 
energy complex 
serves as a clean 
energy source for 
around two million 
people and provides a 
huge number of jobs. 

If such projects 
were repeated across 
the continent the 
transition from fossil 
fuels could lead to 
the improvement of 
the lives of millions 
of people.

HEAT
Asia to be 
hit hardest
RISING temperatures 
and lethal heat 
waves predicted for 
Asia will hit hardest 
the countries with 
economies least able 
to respond.

But countries in 
“Advanced Asia”—
including Australia, 
Japan and South 
Korea—are expected 
to have a net 
agricultural benefit 
from climate change.

However, more 
frequent extreme 
rains and typhoons 
could wreck global 
supply chains.

Lethal heat will 
likely hit the number 
of hours people 
can work too. Some 
scientists predict 
that it will be 
impossible to work 
during the hottest 10 
percent of the day in 
most Asian countries.

‘We have world’s highest rate of deforestation’
Baba Aye 
Socialist Workers 
League, Nigeria
IN 2012, Nigeria witnessed the worst 
floods in its history. 

Some 7.7 million people were 
affected in 32 out of its 36 states. 
More than half a million homes were 
destroyed, leaving 363 people dead 
while 2.1 million were internally 
displaced.

Ever since, the rainy season has 
been marked with heavy floods. 
Ocean surges and rising sea levels 
have also submerged several villages 
in coastal states. 

By 2015, 35 percent of Nigeria’s 
total landmass had been affected by 
desertification. States affected are in 
the northern Sahel region. 

Lake Chad in this region used to 
be the sixth-largest lake in the world. 
But it has shrunk by 90 percent in 
the past 40 years. 

The combination of desertification 
and drying up of rivers and lakes 
has been a significant factor in the 
sharp increase of violent clashes 
between cattle herders and farming 
communities. In recent years these 
conflicts have killed thousands of 
poor people.

Deforestation is one of the reasons 
for desertification in the northern 
states. More than 14 percent of 
Nigerian primary forest has been lost 
in the past eight years. According 

to the Food and Agricultural 
Organization, the country has the 
highest rate of deforestation in the 
world.

This is driven by timber export, 
logging, construction, and 
subsistence agriculture.  

Our government’s response to 
climate change has been a sham.

It has failed to make oil companies 
stop gas flaring—despite setting 
a deadline six times. Flaring, 
burning off excess gas created by oil 
extraction, is a major contributor to 
greenhouse gases emissions.

Instead the state organises 
behavioural change campaigns 

demanding rural communities stop 
using wood for fuel. But these drives 
fail to address the poverty behind 
this use.

The price of kerosene, which most 
poor farmers use to cook with, has 
shot through the roof. 

Each year the government warns 
of impending floods and advises 
people to relocate. But most of 
those affected live in overcrowded 
shantytowns because they cannot 
afford better housing.

When floods come, private 
companies get tax breaks for 
donating food and clothing to 
internally displaced people. 

Most people are yet to connect 
this revenge of nature to the 
profiting-making system of 
capitalism that exploits working 
people and the environment alike.

The trade unions have not 
prioritised climate change 
campaigns. They have failed to speak 
out for poor people that need to be 
protected from floods and provided 
with alternatives to wood for fuel.

Socialist activists in the unions, 
colleges, and communities have 
argued we need struggle for “system 
change and not climate change.”

This led to the Young Workers 
Movement—which brings together 
young trade unionists from all 
sectors—joining the 2019 Climate 
Day of Action. 

We can stop the climate crisis and 
the barbarism of capitalism only 
with a solid international movement 
of working class people and youth. 

Every year the 
government warns of 
floods and advises 
people to relocate. 
But the poor cannot

‘‘ 

‘Women are bearing the brunt’
Laura Musanga 
International Socialist 
Organisation, Zimbabwe
ZIMBABWE HAS not been spared 
from climate change. Changes in 
temperature and rainfall patterns 
have severely threatened food 
security and have also opened 
natural boundaries for diseases.

For example, where there is 
extreme heat, natural pests like 
tsetse flies proliferate.

That may partly explain why 
malaria cases have been on the 
increase here. And why there is a 
need for more treated mosquito nets 
to be given to pregnant women and 
nursing mothers.

We also face food security threats.
Rainfall patterns have become 

unpredictable and this is coupled 
with the need to buy expensive seed. 
Ordinary people have been left with 
no option but to use varieties which 
may not adapt to environmental 
changes.

Our rulers’ efforts to counter the 
effects of climate change have been 
quite small compared to the scale 
of the challenge. There are some 
initiatives from companies such as 
Nyaradzo Assurance, which donates 
a tree to every customer they bury in 
an effort to reforest the country.

But it is not just climate change 
policies that are neglected.

Ordinary people are battling hard 

to get one meal a day, and for most 
that takes precedence. The frequent 
hikes in the price of basic goods and 
services such as water, electricity, 
hospital fees and food has further 
exacerbated the matter.

So climate change appears to 
the ordinary person as a simple 
proposition. Either way we will die, 
so we’d rather place food on the 
table and leave the fight against 
global climate change to the elites.

This is particularly disheartening 
because while the elites are the 
trigger for climatic change, women 
and girls continue to bear the brunt 
of it. 

Cultivation
From gathering firewood, to tilling 
the ground for cultivation of crops, 
all the way to caring for the sick in 
the family due to malnutrition or 
new diseases. This work is generally 
done by women.

And, after all the hustling, women 
and girls pay the price. It’s seen in 
poor health facilities, no sustainable 
pension, in some cases a fragmented 
family unit and no place to call 
home.

Climate change is an effect of 
capitalism, the commodification of 
all goods and services and disregard 
for the environment. It confronts 
both the rich and poor to various 
degrees.

But the sad reality is that the 
ordinary citizen, the working class, 
the poor and the peasants pay the 
biggest price.

‘Capitalism is not sustainable’
Lebogang Malebo 
Keep Left, South Africa
SOUTH AFRICA is not immune to global 
climate change and neither is able to 
declare itself innocent of its causes. 

The country is coal reliant for energy 
and is ranked 12th in the world for its 
total greenhouse gas emissions—the 
highest in Africa. 

South Africa’s state owned energy 
company Eskom is the biggest polluter 
in the continent. 

The power utility company has 
approached the threat posed by the 
climate catastrophe with a snail‑pace 
implementation of a plan to transition 
to renewable energy. It has given itself 
a target of 2050 to reach net zero 
carbon emissions. 

In recent years climate movements 
across South Africa have grown and 
even started to embed themselves in 
working class communities.

These movements have been at the 
forefront of organising protests and 
agitating for a just and socially owned 
renewable energy system. As well as 
protesting against the slowness of 
Eskom’s transition to renewable energy. 

However, the Achilles heel facing 
the movements has been the building 
of solidarity between communities and 
workers’ struggles.

Already the impact of climate 
change is being felt by people who 
have no access to food. This is because 
of the levels of poverty caused by 
the destruction of the environment. 

The recent IPCC report is right to 
sound the alarm bell for immediate 
transformation of our society and 
economies. But by pinning the blame 
on human activity as responsible for 
global warming, the report is shifting 
the blame from the current economic 
system.

It is this capitalism that is no longer 
sustainable, just as Eskom is no longer 
sustainable. 

The Global Climate Strike day on 
24 September marks an important 
step towards building international 
solidarity. Here we hope to include 
trade unions and other progressive 
movements as well as young people 
and students.

Baba Aye from Nigeria 
(top) Laura Musanga 
from Zimbabwe 
(middle) Lebogang 
Malebo from South 
Africa (above)

Protesting at the COP climate summit
in South Africa in 2017

Rains caused mud‑slides in India last month

RESIDENTS QUEUE to fill their containers
with water at a communal tap in Empompini in
Cowdray Park, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, in
August, 2019. Zimbabwe was in the grip of a 
nationwide drought that depleted dams and
caused harvests to fail 

Gas ‘flaring’ from oil pipes in Nigeria—laws have not stopped the practice
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
Is anarchism more 
radical than socialism? 
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Why is capitalism 
addicted to fossil fuels?
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Booklaunch: Breaking up 
the British State—Scotland, 
Independence & Socialism
Thu 2 Sep, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749
BRISTOL
How the Haitian Revolution 
defeated slavery
Thu 2 Sep, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Thu 2 Sep, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
Capitalism and the 
politics of sport
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the 
fight for liberation
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
828-532-8731
COVENTRY
Mary Wollstonecraft—
pioneer of women’s 
liberation
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
Booklaunch: Mindshift—
how culture transformed 
the human brain
Thu 2 Sep, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
No Pasaran!—Revolution 
and counter-revolution 
in the Spanish civil war 
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

EAST MIDLANDS
Education, racism and class
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Can the British economy 
bounce back from Covid?
Wed 1 Sep, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Crisis in the NHS—
privatisation, pay 
and pandemics
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HOME COUNTIES
Why socialists say 
no to borders
Thu 2 Sep,
 6.30pm
992-204-9372 
HUDDERSFIELD
Why the Cop process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 1 Sep, 
6.30pm
290-168-1804

KENT
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Thu 2 Sep, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Why the Cop process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
881-4770-0676 
LONDON: HACKNEY
Pamphlet launch: Capitalism 
and the Politics of Food 
Thu 2 Sep, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why the Cop process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 1 Sep, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Can the British economy 
bounce back after Covid?
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Climate change, 
anti-racism and refugees
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Capitalism and climate 
catastrophe
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
How can art help 
change the world?
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Booklaunch: Mindshift—
how Culture Transformed 
the Human Brain
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Stonewall was a riot—
the radical roots of 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 2 Sep, 7.30pm
867-8194-6099

NORWICH
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 1 Sep, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Soundtrack to the 
struggle—music 
and resistance
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Voice of the unheard? Ten 
years since the 2011 riots
Wed 1 Sep, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
528-174-9278
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Why won’t the trade 
unions fight back?
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
The world turned 
upside down—the 
English Revolution
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Booklaunch: Breaking 
up the British State—
Scotland, Independence 
& Socialism
Wed 1 Sep, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

BOURNEMOUTH
Wed 1 Sep, 7pm
857-8029-9769

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Thu 2 Sep, 7pm
992-204-9372

MANCHESTER
Wed 1 Sep, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 1 Sep, 7.30pm
381-513-5080

TALIBAN FIGHTERS on a humvee supplied to the Afghan army by the US

Afghanistan—the bloody 
defeat of US imperialism

Socialist Worker  25 August 2021
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Music, culture and the fight 
against racism and fascism
Music has always been part of anti-racism. Author Rick Blackman told Socialist 
Worker about his new book linking three campaigns, from 1958 to today
YOUR BOOK covers a lot of 
history and three movements. 
What can people active in Love 
Music Hate Racism (LMHR) 
today—as well as those very 
familiar with Rock Against Racism 
(Rar) in the 1970s—take from it?
The premise of the book was to see 
if there are connections between 
the three movements, LMHR, Rock 
Against Racism and Stars Campaign 
for Interracial Friendship (Scif).

All three organisations were 
reactive—formed in response to 
seismic events in British politics. 

For Scif it was the Notting Hill 
Riots, for Rar it was the National 
Front making gains in elections 
and a drunken, racist tirade by 
the guitarist Eric Clapton. For 
LMHR it was the rise of the BNP 
and English Defence League.

They’re all the cultural wings of a 
broader movement. LMHR, Rar and 
Scif are not necessarily the things 
that confront fascism on the street.

But their purpose is to challenge the 
periphery of the fascists—to challenge 
the hard racist ideas and show we 
have a shared experience and culture, 
whether you’re black, Asian or white.

As part of that shared tradition, 
Scif is probably the one least 
known about. Can you tell us how 
it was formed and what it did?
The Notting Hill Riots happened in 
west London at the end of August 
1958. They involved sustained 
violence against black people.

Fascists, such as Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement, and Colin 
Jordan’s White Defence League 
had been organising in the area. 

Wherever it really all kicked off, 
there had been rallies by Mosley 
where he’d encouraged people to go 
out and attack black people. We’re 
not talking 20 blokes after the pub—
we’re talking 1,000 people in some 
cases, just marching down the street 
attacking any black person they saw.

One group of people they 
organised around were the Teddy 
Boys. These were working class 
teenagers who were rebelling 

against rationing and not being 
able to wear sharp clothes—it 
had nothing to do with racism 
or even rock and roll at first.

It was a classic fascist tactic, recruit 
among the middle class for leaders 
and intellectuals, the respectable 
face of fascism, and among the 
working class for a street army.

In response to the riots a group of 
musicians wrote a letter to Melody 
Maker—a newspaper for the blues 
and jazz scene—saying they were 
appalled by the level of violence.

Most importantly they were 
saying they were against the 
racism of the violence, and that 
people should accept others, 
whatever the colour of their skin. 

Hundreds
It was on the front page of 
Melody Maker. And they received 
hundreds of replies from people. 

They also organised club 
nights where black and white 
teenagers could listen to 
musicians and dance together.

A lot of this was quite  localised, 
in Notting Hill, because that’s 
where Mosley and the Jordan 
concentrated their activities.

This was September 1958, 
literally just a couple of weeks 
after the end of the riots. It was 
also a time when there was 
ostensibly a colour bar in Britain.

Dancehalls might have signs on 
their doors saying “no coloureds”. 

Even in those that didn’t, it was 
very obvious that there was 
a colour bar in operation.

Scif was very flagrantly 
breaking the colour bar. 

It might sound quite tame by 
today’s standards, but for 1958 and 
1959 it was groundbreaking stuff.

Mosley tried to stand for election 
to parliament in nearby Kensington 
North, but he was defeated. 

The work that Scif did 
contributed to that.

The other thing that came out 
of it was Claudia Jones. She was a 
Scif member, and she went on to 
set up the Notting Hill Carnival.

So did this feed directly in to 
Rar and LMHR?
Between Scif and Rar there 
were no direct links. 

One of Rar’s activists David 
Widgery was aware of Scif, but there 
was no direct link at all—it had been 
lost from history.

But even if there wasn’t a 
baton being passed from one 
to the other, there are many 
similarities between the two. 

What happened with the founding 
letter of Scif, and Red Saunders’ 
letter to Melody Maker founding 
Rar, is almost exactly the same.

There were calls from Scif to 
people to put on their own gigs, the 
same as what happened with Rar.

But while Scif was localised 
in London, for Rar it was a 

nationwide thing. People always 
remember the big stuff. 

But there was a spontaneous 
growth of small Rar clubs that 
appeared all over the country. 

These were an important forum 
for people to get together and 
listen to music in an environment 
where there wasn’t any racism. 
But they were also places where 
organising could happen.

LMHR does a similar thing today, 
such as sponsoring the Becontree 
festival in east London earlier 
this month—a place that was big 
territory for the BNP back in the day.

All three organisations rose 
organically without necessarily 
knowing about each other.

It shows that when fascists start 
to organise, things spring up. 

People say what can we do to stop 
racism and fascism, how can we use 
our culture and the culture around 
us as weapons against fascism?

That’s what’s heartening about it.

ROCK AGAINST Racism events, such as the 1981 Leeds carnival, united people against the Nazis

Even if there were 
wasn’t a baton 
being passed from 
one to the other, 
there are links

‘‘ Babylon’s 
Burning
By Rick Blackman

Available at 
Bookmarks 
£10

020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 A Rebel’s Guide to 
George Orwell
John Newsinger

2  Vygotsky, Education 
and Revolution
Shirley Franklin

3  The Dialectics of Art
John Molyneux

4 The Missing: The True 
Story of My Family in 
World War II
Michael Rosen

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels
Camilla Royle

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
You can visit the Bookmarks 
shop at 1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London WC1B 3QE

STREAMING 
GONE FOR GOOD
Available on Netflix now

GUILLAUME Lucchesi 
thought he had drawn 
a line under the terrible 
tragedy which saw the two 
people he loved the most 
die—Sonia, his first love, 
and Fred, his brother.

But ten years later, 
Judith, whose love has 
made his life worth living 

again, suddenly disappears 
during his mother’s funeral. 

To find her, Guillaume 
will have to face all the 
truths that were hidden 
from him by his family and 
friends, as well as those 
that he’d long decided to 
ignore.

STREAMING
FEVER PITCH! THE RISE OF 
THE PREMIER LEAGUE
Available on BBC Iplayer now

IT’S 1991 and a secret plot 
is hatched by a group of five 
tightly knit football club 
chairmen to form an elite 
breakaway league

 At the same time, media 
tycoon Rupert Murdoch 
spots an opportunity. With 
his new satellite channel 
Sky TV haemorrhaging 
money, he takes a huge 
gamble, offering millions 
for new Premier League’s 
live TV rights.

Gone for Good
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A
fghanistan 
has suffered 
through 43 
years of war 
as a result 
of a series of 

imperialist interventions.
Revulsion at that is the  

central reason why Kabul 
and the country’s other 
major cities were captured  
by the Taliban in such a 
short space of time.

Even many of those who 
don’t back the Taliban’s ideas 
are not prepared to fight 
alongside the forces that 
have visited such horrors on 
the country and its people.

Prior to the US invasion 
in 2001, Afghanistan had 
already been at war for 23 
years—enduring civil wars, 
a brutal invasion by Russia, 
and the rise of warlords.

The country was ruled by 
a monarchy until 1973 when 
Mohammed Daoud Khan 
launched a military-backed 
coup to become the first 
 president of Afghanistan.

But, in a riposte to those 
who think Afghans are 
 naturally backward, he faced 
strong a strong challenge 
from the Communists.

Communists wanted to 
modernise Afghanistan and 
took as their model the state 
capitalist Soviet Union. They 
saw its economic development 
without any need for democ-
racy or popular participation as 
the blueprint to follow.  

In April 1978 the Communist 
People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) took power 
in a coup—known as the Saur 
Revolution. Nur Muhammad 
Taraki became president and 
prime minister.

The PDPA set out to bring 
in some social reforms, includ-
ing greater equality for women, 
and land distribution that 
would break the power of big 
landowners. 

They  a l so  conf ronted 
aspects of Islam and worked to 
 undermine the influence of the 
mosques.

I
N line with the PDPA’s 
Stalinist politics, this 
was all done from above, 
without any sense of 
people in the rural areas 
taking part in their own 

liberation.
People who are told by some 

state official from on high that 
they should cast off a religion 
that provides some meaning 
and shelter in a heartless world 
are unlikely to welcome the 
messenger.

And the Communists were 
not transforming the lives of the 
poor. They were told to aban-
don their beliefs and traditions 
on the vague promise of later 
gains.

Only a movement that is 
linked to the poor themselves, 
and which delivers real  material 
improvements at the same time, 
can win over people.

Instead the government was 
met with increasing opposition, 
both from fighters and ordi-
nary people. The Communists 

responded with still greater 
state interference and repres-
sion against those who resisted. 

A fghans  f i gh t ing  the 
Communists suffered arrest, 
torture and bombing—which 
only further fuelled their 
resistance.

In just over a year as many 
as 27,000 people were executed 
at Pul-e-Charkhi prison. And up 
to 165,000 fled to Pakistan. By 
1979 the unrest led to civil war.

Groups of guerrilla resistance 

fighters across the country—the 
Mujahideen—fought the regime 
with, initially, support provided 
by the governments of Pakistan 
and the US.

The idea was to give Moscow 
“its own Vietnam,” in the words 
of US president Jimmy Carter’s 
chief strategist, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. 

But the anti-Communist 
resistance wasn’t manufactured 
by the West. It came directly 
from Afghans  themselves. In 

March 1979 an uprising in 
the city of Herat in  western 
Afghanistan, saw both a 
 popular uprising and a mutiny 
by Afghan Army troops. 

People stormed the prison, 
sacked and torched banks, post 
offices, newspaper offices, and 
government buildings, and 
looted the bazaars. 

The rebels held the city 
for nearly a week, until they 
were defeated by aerial 
 bombardment. The recapture 
left around 15,000 of Herat’s 
inhabitants dead 

Meanwhile,  the Soviet 
Union was increasingly aware 
the Communist government in 
Afghanistan was going to fall. 

Its leaders feared the effect on 
the six republics— Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan—which had a 
Muslim majority.

T
HE Soviet army 
i n v a d e d  i n 
December 1979, 
launching the 
Soviet-Afghan 
war. The Russians 

installed a new leader that 
they hoped would prevent a 
victory for Islamist forces.

The aim was to smash 
 resistance with total war. War 
crimes committed by Soviet 
troops and the Communist 

Afghan army included intention-
ally targeting civilians, rape and 
torturing anyone who resisted—
from fighters to teachers.

The Russians bombed areas 
to drive out civilians and 
scorched the land to prevent 
them from returning if they 
lived near Mujahideen groups.

They set up booby traps 
and mines, and used chemical 
weapons. Some 10 to 15 million 
landmines were left  scattered 
in the countryside. Some esti-
mates say that 3 to 4 percent of 
the Afghan population was dis-
abled due to  landmines alone.

Irrigation systems that were 
crucial to agriculture in the arid 
climate were also destroyed. 
In 1985 half of all farmers 
who remained had their fields 
bombed.

By the end of the war the 
Russians had destroyed half of 
the country’s 24,000 villages.

Between half a million and 
two million Afghans were killed 
and a huge six to eight million 
people were displaced, mainly 
to Iran and Pakistan.

For a country with a 
 population of just 25 million 
people at the time, these losses 
were absolutely devastating.

And the gains for women 
that the Communists said they 
wanted to achieve became 
entangled with the barbarity 
of the Soviet war that they had 
backed.

D e s p i t e  t h e  R u s s i a n 
 invasion’s cruelty, the  resistance 
was not broken. Instead 
Russian  casualties mounted 
with  eventually at least 15,000 
soldiers killed.

Hostility to the war grew 
inside Russia, and opposition to 
the conscription of young men 
to fight and die in Afghanistan.

READ MORE
lThe American way of 
war: how Bush’s wars 
became Obama’s 
by Tom Engelhardt
lThe Case for 
Withdrawal from 
Afghanistan 
Edited by Nick Turse
lThe Great Gamble: 
The Soviet War in 
Afghanistan 
by Gregory Feifer 

 Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

FIRST THE 
RUSSIANS— 
THEN THE US
Afghanistan has seen successive imperialist occupations, 
and they were all disastrous. Isabel Ringrose looks at the 
Russian invasion that came before the Western assault

And the Soviet Union itself 
was coming under more and 
more strain itself as Mikhail 
Gorbachev tried to kick start the 
economy by opening the door 
to private capital and market 
mechanisms.

This meant clearing out some 
of the conservative bureaucrats, 
and the in-fighting helped to 
trigger national demands in the 
Soviet Union’s republics.

In December 1986 riots broke 
out in several Kazakh cities 
after a Russian was appointed 
head of the region.

The cost of the Afghan war 
was too much.

Soviet forces  withdrew in 
1987 but civil war  continued 
u n t i l  t h e  C o m m u n i s t 
 government fell in 1992.

The Soviet invasion that 
 shattered Afghan society cre-
ated the conditions for both 
entrenched poverty  and 
 resistance that were later 
accelerated by US and Britain 
intervention.

Different groups within the 
Mujahedin then rose to power, 
with local warlords fighting 
among themselves for  whatever 
authority they could grab. 

This unveiled their greed and 
corruption at the cost of ordi-
nary people, despite much of 
the poor having supported the 
warlords in the battle against 
the Communists.

Civil war broke out again.

I
N THE face of more 
unrest , the  Tal iban 
emerged in September 
1 9 9 4  i n  s o u t h e r n 
Afghanistan with  a 
pledge to bring stability.

It grew and continued to 
spread its control until it finally 
took power in 1996 with the sup-
port of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates.

Their peasant roots  combined 
with the anger at the corruption 
and hypocrisy of the governing 
forces meant the Taliban could 
gain popular  support, despite 
their brutality.

The US had helped the group 
to come to power. But the 
Taliban wasn’t simply  following 
orders from Washington. It did 
not agree to the US plans to 
control oil and gas pipelines in 
the region.

This helped make to the 
Taliban a new US enemy.

The situation took a deadly 
turn after 9/11. In October 2001 
the US invaded Afghanistan 
under the guise of hunting down 
al-Qaeda fighters. The Taliban 
had failed to hand over al-Qaeda 
leader Osama Bin Laden. 

In reality, the US wanted to 
demonstrate its vast military 
power and confirm its control 
over oil and the Middle East.

For two years there was no 
resistance to the American 
occupation. But in a grim repeat 
of the earlier intervention, the 
brutalities of the occupiers 
 produced resistance that was 
then met by more violence.

The governments hoisted 
into control by the West showed 
themselves to be utterly corrupt. 
The elite guzzled aid money, 
bribes, handouts from the occu-
piers and the profits of the vastly 
expanded opium trade.

To see president Ashraf 
Ghani flee in a getaway heli-
copter with a reported £120 
million next to him is no sur-
prise to most people.

Neither is it a surprise to see 
US and British forces prioritising 
the evacuation of their embassy 
ambassadors and security dogs 
over the thousands of now des-
perate Afghans who assisted 
them.

The remains of a 
Russian armoured 
personnel carrier 
on the outskirts 
of Kabul (top) The 
Russians used 
helicopters to 
attacks civilians 
(above) Top picTure: 
Guy Smallman

Russians had 
destroyed half 
the country’s 
villages by the 
war’s end

‘‘ 
Communist leader 
Nur Muhammad 
Taraki

THE RUSSIAN army rounding up the resitance in  Vardak in 1987. The repression was ruthless

We need a wildly different 
system to restore nature

Our current society 
is responsible for 
huge environmental 
destruction. But the 
problem isn’t humans, 
argues Sam Ord
ONE OF the responses 
to climate change and 
environmental destruction 
that gets some of the most 
consistent media attention 
is the idea of “rewilding.”

Often this is due to 
headline-grabbing stories 
about re-introducing 
wolves and lynxes to the 
British countryside. But 
it’s also about creating 
wild, uncultivated areas 
of land, seen as a way of 
preventing the extinction 
of plants that are vital to 
for human survival.

 “It’s about letting nature 
take care of itself, enabling 
natural processes to shape 
land and sea, repair damaged 
ecosystems and restore 
degraded landscapes,” says 
the charity rewilding Europe.

But often the thinking 
behind rewilding can lead to 
some reactionary solutions.

Some rewilding advocates 
argue that humans are 
inherently exploitative—
that our impact on the 
environment is inevitably 
destructive—and we 
should relocate away 
from biodiverse areas.

One recent argument 
blames the rise of 
“staycations” during 
the pandemic for 
environmental destruction. 

They say areas of 
natural beauty, such as 
the Lake District, have 
been overwhelmed by 
coachloads of people.

The danger is that this 
leads to a conclusion that 
denies people’s ability to 
escape the cities and access 
the countryside. This is a 
right hard fought for by 
working class campaigns 
to open up the land. 

We should be wary of 
arguments that can give rich 
landowners more powers to 
restrict our access once more.

Instead of treating 
people as a problem, it’s 
better to look at how we 
can restore a sustainable 
relationship between humans 

and the rest of nature.
It’s not true that 

human society is 
inevitably destructive.

Human society has always 
shaped the environment 
around it. But for most 
of human history, people 
have done this in a way 
that was sustainable.

Agriculture has existed for 
tens of thousands of years, 
and it’s true that this altered 
the environment. But people 
knew that their survival 
rested on methods of farming 
that preserved the land—
crop rotation and so on.

This benefited 
not just humans, but 
entire ecosystems.

The problem came with the 
development of capitalism. 

Commodify
Under capitalism, nature 
is seen as a resource for 
capitalists to commodify 
and turn a profit.

Britain has seen huge 
amounts of deforestation, 
quarrying, hunting 
animals to extinction 
and the introduction of 
farmland monocultures.

Rewilding can undo 

some of the damage done 
by capitalism, such as 
by planting more trees 
of various species.

Recently hundreds of 
beavers were reintroduced 
to Scotland in an attempt 
to limit floods and restore 
ecosystems. All of this 
is undoubtedly good.

But rewilding can also 
allow destructive practices 
to continue in other areas—
and even complement them.

One rewilding strategy 
includes grading natural 
spaces on their profitability. 
“Unsuccessful land”—or 
land that does not produce 
a high crop yield—is 
targeted for rewilding 
and left to grow wild.

The profitable land is 
presumably left to huge 
industrial farming complexes.

Without taking on 
exploitative practices—
such as oil exploration, 
big agribusiness and 
deforestation—directly, 
rewilding can’t restore the 
environment on a large scale.

Instead we have to 
think about more radical 
solutions to restore a 
sustainable relationship 
between humans and the 
rest of the environment. 

We can be encouraged that 
human society has done this 
in the past. It’s surely possible 
to build a new society that 
provides for everyone without 
destroying the environment.

But doing that means 
a break from capitalism, 
where humans’ relationship 
to the rest of the 
environment is based on 
exploitation for profit.

CAPITALIST AGRICULTURE causes mass destruction

Capitalism 
treats nature as 
a resource to 
commodify and 
turn a profit

‘‘ 
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Tory tax plan made houses less affordable
by ISABEL RINGROSE

HOUSE PRICES in Britain are 
rising faster than at any time 
in 17 years. The immediate 
reason was people rushing to 
beat a tax holiday deadline in 
England.

The longer-term reason is 
the dire lack of council house 
building and developers’ 
 concentration on profits.

The price boom means 
houses are now even more 
unaffordable.

According to f igures 
from the Office for National 
Statistics, the increase in 
house prices over the last 
year is almost equivalent to 
the average weekly earnings 
of a full-time worker.

And even as the stamp 
duty holiday deadline was 
reached at the end of June, 
prices continued to rise at a 
double-digit rate.

The rush to beat it pushed 
the rate of house price infla-
tion to 13.2 percent in June—
while in June 2020 it was at 
just 2 percent. 

Average house prices 
across Britain have increased 
by £31,000 over the last year 
alone to £266,000.

The sharp rise in inflation 
is a result of Tory chancel-
lor Rishi Sunak  temporarily 
 halting stamp duty on 
properties worth less than 
£500,000.

Stamp duty is a buyers’ tax 
put on properties when they 
are sold.

In July the threshold at 

which the tax has to be paid  
dropped to £250,000. 

That move saw house 
price inflation increase from 
9.8 percent in May to over 
 13  percent the following 
month.

Data from mortgage 
 provider Nationwide shows 
that the pace of house price 

growth relaxed on 1 July, 
as the first deadline for the 
stamp duty holiday passed.

Now the Tories plan to 
return the tax to its pre- crisis 
threshold of £125,000 by 
1 October, which is seeing 
another rise in house prices.

This is the same date that 
support for people through 

the furlough scheme and the 
£20 Universal Credit uplift is 
due to be removed.

Throughout the pandemic 
people who could afford to 
looked for bigger houses with 
more room to isolate in, or 
properties in more rural areas.

More people working from 
home and the closure of the 
entertainment and hospi-
tality industries also saw a 
bigger demand for houses 
outside of big cities.

Detached
Data from HM Land Registry 
showed the price rise in June 
was caused by a 16 percent 
annual growth for detached 
houses.

Prices of flats or  maisonettes 
increased at half that rate.

Houses in the north 
west of England saw the 
 biggest rise—up by 18.6 
percent. Whereas London 
saw the smallest increase at 
6.3 percent.

Who is benefiting from 
the rise in house prices? Top 
companies and rich bosses 
are raking in the cash.

FTSE 100 company and 
housebuilder Persimmon 
reported a 64 percent rise 
in profits for the first half of 

the year. Its profits for the 
first half of 2021 increased 
to £480 million, up from 
£292 million over the same 
period last year.

And its sales will likely 
remain above pre-crisis 
levels.

Persimmon said it would 
keep making money for inves-
tors, even as government 
 subsidies for the  housing 
market are removed.

Meanwhile, as the Tories 
plan to end furlough and 
slash benefits, hundreds of 
thousands of people will be 
plunged into poverty and 
homelessness.

An eviction crisis could 
see an estimated 686,000 
 furloughed workers that are 
privately renting, and another 
445,000 in rental arrears at 
risk of losing their homes.

The pandemic ban on evic-
tions was lifted on 31 May 
and the amount of notice 
required to evict tenants in 
rental arrears reduced to four 
months.

A housing crisis for some 
while others scramble to pur-
chase as prices soar shows 
how access to housing is 
determined not by need, but 
by class.

INFLATION—A tiny flat in outer east London can be yours for just under £500,000
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Only a fight will win real pay rises 
THERE IS much talk that 
British workers will benefit 
from pay rises following 
labour shortages 

But bosses never hand 
out anything without a 
struggle. 

A recent report found 
that fewer than a quarter of 
British companies 
struggling to hire staff after 
the easing of pandemic 
restrictions plan to increase 
the wages they offer to new 
recruits.

The Chartered Institute 
of Personnel and 
Development (CIPD) labour 
market outlook survey said 
that employers’ pay 
intentions were no higher 
than pre-pandemic levels. 

It showed the average 
employer’s expectation of 
basic pay settlements 
remained at the 2 percent 
reached last quarter, after 
four consecutive quarters at 

1 percent. The report found 
that 81 percent of 
employers planned a pay 
review between now and 
June 2022. 

Among this group, some 
33 percent expected a pay 
increase, 12 percent a 
freeze and 1 percent a 
decrease. 

Around a third said it 
was “hard to tell” and 17 
percent that they did not 
know.

Wage rises, real wage 
rises above inflation, won’t 
fall from the sky.

They have to be 
extracted from ruthless 
companies by struggle.

Holly Graham
East London

17

Stand with 
NHS workers
HEALTH WORKERS face 
a difficult time.

They saved my life 27 
years ago and they are 
there for us 24/7.

But it’s hard for them 
to take industrial action. 
So I say to the trade 
union movement it must 
wake up to save the NHS.

Don’t let this Tory 
scum government 
privatise any more of 
our NHS. 

And don’t wait for 
Keir Starmer and his 
Tory-lite party.

Organise days of 
action now to save our 
NHS. 

Mike Archer
Cornwall

Rabb should 
be driven out
WHATEVER YOUR views 
on the roots of the 
Afghanistan debacle, 
it’s clear the Tories have 
been criminally useless.

Foreign secretary 
Dominic Raab was too 
busy on his sun lounger 
to make vital phone 
calls that could have 
evacuated more people.

Surely he—and I hope 
Boris Johnson—should 
go. 

It happened in 1956 
over Suez when Anthony 
Eden was forced out 
as prime minister, and 
this is just as big a 
humiliation.

It will be a boost 
to everyone if history 
repeats itself.

Bob Summerby
Birmingham

Labour must 
apologise
KEIR STARMER needs to 
understand it was Tony 
Blair and the Labour 
government which 
invaded Afghanistan.

 He needs to 
apologise for his party!

Zulf Ali
On Facebook

Real terror is 
from West
THE US and Britain 
have been the greatest 
terrorists and cause 
of terror in the entire 
history of mankind.

Keir Starmer needs 
to be silent and quietly 
throw himself into a 
bottomless pit

Then perhaps we can 
get on with creating 
a party which offers 
something different 
from the crime 
syndicate currently in 
power.

James Marshall
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...A mood 

for LGBT+ 
liberation
THE RECENT Reclaim pride 
events in London and 
Manchester have shown 
that there is a larger section 
of LGBT+ people looking 
for radical solutions to 
oppression. They want 
something different to mere 
tolerance and acceptance. 
They want liberation. 

This shift comes after 
protests from Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) to Extinction 
Rebellion which politicised a 
largely, but not exclusively, 
new layer of younger people. 
They are anti-capitalist and 
want to put the system 
under the microscope. 

On a BLM protest last 
year people held signs 
saying “Black Trans Lives 
Matter”. This shows LGBT+ 
politics is moving up the 
political agenda. 

The other factor is the 
rotten Tory government’s 
failure to reform the Gender 
Recognition Act and ban 
conversion therapy. 

The former has been the 
subject of the toxic culture 
war. This has contributed 
to militant protests for 
trans rights such as the 
10,000-strong London 
Trans Pride. 

Even liberal events such 
as a vigil by Northern Pride 
had speakers attacking the 
government’s record and 
they were well received.

These changes go back to 
the heart of the early 
LGBT+ movements of 
Harry Hay and the 
homophile movement and 
later Stonewall. 

They are starting to bring 
together LGBT+ people in 
a political way. We need 
more of this. 

Nathan Johnston
Newcastle

Neither Labour nor 
Green politics deliver
WE CAN’T rely on 
politicians like Keir 
Starmer to solve the 
climate crisis. He won’t 
even back the Green New 
Deal that was Labour’s 
key policy on the climate 
crisis under Corbyn. 

The world’s political 
leaders, of every stripe 
have failed to stop climate 
change. The science on 
climate change was settled 
30 years ago with the 
establishment of the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. 

Had they acted then, 
gradualist policies might 
have worked. We might 

have avoided some of the 
worst of the extreme 
weather events now 
affecting every part of the 
globe.  

It’s too late for gradual 
reform of the carbon 
economy. We need 
immediate and radical 
action now to cut carbon 
emissions. 

This is something 
neither Labour nor Green 
politicians can deliver. 
Only system change 
delivered by mass action 
from below can now avert 
a total climate breakdown.

John Sinha 
North London

As an Afghan, I rejoice at the 
end of Western occupation 
BEING AN elderly Afghan, I have 
despaired about the two grim 
decades of the British invasion.

The cruel British occupiers, fond 
of their flash weaponry, would 
shoot up villages. 

They ceaselessly killed refugees 
with their high tech attack 
helicopters. 

Their robotic drones were 
merciless things of fear that 
assailed women and children 
above all. 

The British propaganda 
trumpeted a “humanitarian 
intervention”. 

The reality was massacre after 
massacre of the poorest people on 
Earth. 

Terrified Afghans quaked in 
caves and mud huts as the British 
went on the rampage.

Socialist Worker seems to have 
been just and appropriate about 
the viciousness of the British 
army—whereas most of the media 
was crudely belligerent and 
jingoistic on behalf of that vile rag 
of blood, the Union Jack.

The British imperialists came to 
Afghanistan as smirking bullies.

They are now abandoning it as 
pathetic cowards.

Zekria Ibrahimi
West London

THANK YOU for the article about 
the parliamentary debate on 
Afghanistan (Socialist Worker 
online, 18 August).

Labour leader Keir Starmer’s 
right wing attacks on Joe Biden’s 
“betrayal” were extraordinary.

I was also struck by the failure 

to engage with the issue of 
whether the war had been justified 
in the first place.

Jeremy Corbyn made some good 
points about the need to welcome 
all refugees. 

But the name Tony Blair, 
architect of the “war on terror” 
alongside George Bush did not 
escape his lips. Nor was there any 
criticism of Starmer.

At the end he called for a “sober 
reflection on the disaster that has 
happened in Afghanistan”. Maybe, 
but actually it’s time for anger, 
rage and bitterness at what the 
Labour Party did.

Only Zarah Sulatana made a 
speech that reflected some of this.

Labour is finished.
Alison Buchanan

Peterborough

Il
lu

s
t

r
a

t
Io

n
:t

Im
 s

a
n

d
e

r
s

Fighting for NHS pay



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker  25 August 2021

IN BRIEF 

Our pay is not fair, 
say bus drivers
DRIVERS AND engineers 
who work for bus company 
Stagecoach in Merthyr Tydfil in 
South Wales plan to strike at 
the beginning of September.

Members of the GMB 
union are demanding that 
they are paid the same as 
their colleagues at different 
depots.

Workers at other depots 
earn up to £1 more an hour 
than those in Merthyr Tydfil, 
despite being close by. 

Workers are set to strike 
on 6 September—the day the 
new school term begins.

Yodel drivers vote 
on Xmas action 
DRIVERS FOR delivery 
company Yodel will ballot over 
whether to strike this week. 

Workers are demanding 
that the company honour its 
agreements around sick and 
holiday leave, a better work‑life 
balance and the return of 
outstanding annual leave 
payments. 

They are also angry that 
agency drivers are being paid 
more than those directly 
employed by the company. 

If workers, who are 
members of the GMB union, 
vote to strike it could mean 
disruption for the company 
over the busy Christmas 
period.

The ballot will run from 
25 August to 15 September.

Workers take 
bosses to cleaners
CLEANERS AND security 
workers at the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine have been brought 
in house, after months of 
campaigning.

The members of the 
IWGB union, who are mostly 
migrant workers, threatened 
a full‑scale campaign if they 
weren’t brought in house by 
30 August. 

But pressure from workers 
meant that bosses were forced 
to give into their demands. 

Sheffield shows uni 
bosses some steel
UCU UNION members at the 
university of Sheffield have 
indicated that they would be 
prepared to strike to save the 
Archaeology department.

In an indicative ballot 
79 percent of members 
voted in favour of strikes and 
89 percent voted in favour of 
action short of a strike. 

The university has, so 
far, refused to engage with 
the campaign to save the 
department. 

Now workers are stepping 
up the fight and demanding 
that the university involve all 
members of the department in 
an action plan to keep it open. 

There are also calls for a 
pause in the restructuring of 
language and cultural studies 
departments and a review into 
how university management 
has conducted itself during 
this dispute. 

SCOTLAND

SNP-Green coalition deal 
avoids all the key issues
 by HECTOR SIERRA and ALAN BELL

THREE MONTHS after 
the Scottish parliament 
election, the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) 
and the Scottish Greens 
h a v e  a n n o u n c e d  a 
 power  sharing deal.

The SNP was one seat 
short of a majority in 
May, while the Greens, 
who also support Scottish 
 independence, won eight.

Three months before the 
Cop 26 climate summit takes 
place in Glasgow, there were 
hopes that the Greens’ pres-
ence in the new  government 
will put pressure on the SNP 
to take urgently needed 
action on climate change. 

But the detail of the deal 
shows that’s false.

Environmental
The environmental meas-
ures agreed are wholly inad-
equate to meet the scale of 
the climate crisis.

Like several of their sister 
parties elsewhere, the  Scottish 
Greens prioritise wining min-
isterial positions over  radical 
climate action.

The SNP has long claimed 
Scotland leads worldwide on 
environmental action.

But its record in office 
doesn’t bear this out.

T h e  G r e e n s  h a v e 
demanded an immediate ban 
on new North Sea fossil fuel 
extraction. The SNP recently 
came under attack from 
Scottish Labour and envi-
ronmental activists over the 
opening of the new oil field 
Cambo, near Shetland.

In a statement, First 

 Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said, “our responsibility to 
tackle climate change must 
govern the approach to any 
new licence applications”.

But she has refused to act 
over Cambo on the basis that 
the licence was given years 

ago, and instead passed the 
buck to Boris Johnson.

Scottish Greens co-leader 
Patrick Harvie also said the 
fact that decisions on energy 
are made by Westminster 
facilitated the deal.

This enabled him to swivel 
out of making stronger 
demands on the SNP.

B u t  h i d i n g  b e h i n d 
 Westminster is not good 
enough. If the Scottish gov-
ernment is serious about the 
climate crisis, and the Brit-
ish state is an obstacle, it 
should be prepared to defy 
and  disobey it.

Scottish Green party mem-
bers will have the chance next 
Saturday to vote on the deal at 
an emergency party  meeting.

The same approach of 
passing the buck will govern 

the government partners’ atti-
tude to issues such as the Tri-
dent nuclear base in Faslane.

The SNP says it is for 
scrapping Trident after inde-
pendence. Historically, the 
party had been opposed to 
membership of the Nato 
 military coalition.

But  the  2012  SNP 
 conference backed a  proposal 
by then leader Alex Salmond 
to drop this position. 

This was underpinned 
by the  leadership’s vision of 
independence of creating a 
successful  capitalist Scotland.

The natural conditions 
of the Faslane base mean 
it’s probably the only place 
where the British state could 
store submarine-based 
nuclear missiles. So Nato 
would make it a condition 

on an independent Scotland 
to keep Trident in order to 
accept it as a member.

The SNP has control over 
transport in Scotland. 

It could have used these 
powers to stop hazardous 
material being transported 
on Scottish roads, blocking 
trucks taking material to the 
Faslane nuclear base.

The Scottish government 
has also come under pres-
sure from the right-wing 
leaders of the GMB union. 

They said the SNP-Green 
deal could be a “one-way 
ticket to the dole queue”, 
implying environmental and 
anti-nuclear measures will 
mean job losses.

In fact, the £205 billion 
wasted on weapons and 
the nuclear base could be 
invested in the creation of 
climate jobs and to retrain 
the workers there.

The SNP and Greens have 
agreed a second independ-
ence referendum should 
take place “after the Covid 
 pandemic has passed”.

This vague language will 
allow them to kick the can 
down the road for years. This 
is to hide the fact that there 
is no strategy to take inde-
pendence forward in the face 
of the Tories’ unwillingness 
to grant indyref2.

Building a militant mass 
movement will be the key 
to winning climate action, 
an independence that really 
changes things, and an end 
to nuclear weapons.
lRally for independence and a 
nuclear‑free Scotland. Sat 28 
Aug, 1pm, Faslane nuclear base. 
Called by All Under One Banner

Hiding behind 
Westminster 
won’t help the 
fight against 
climate change 

‘‘ 

ALL SMILES from SNP and Green politicians last week, but their promises are vague

ANTI-RACISM

Protest makes Geffrye 
 uncomfortable at Home
OVER 150 people joined 
a Stand Up to Racism 
protest at the Museum 
of the Home in Hackney, 
east London, last week.

They were demanding 
the removal of the statue 
of the 17th century slaver 
Robert Geffrye that stands 
over the museum. 

Local MP Diane Abbott 
addressed the protest.

She said, “Bringing down 
this statue would be a victory 
for progressive politics, a 
victory for people of colour, 

a victory for young people 
of colour, and people who 
support anti-racism.

“I am committed to 
campaign with you all until 
we see Geffrye Fall.”  

Hoxton councillor 
Carole Williams agreed.
She declared, “There’s a 
movement here that the 
museum trustees don’t get.

“Change is coming.”
Campaigners plan to 

target museum bosses 
again in September.
Sasha SimicMP Diane Abbott joined anti-racist protesters at the Museum of the Home last week
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PUBLIC SECTOR

   Vote for pay fight in 
health and councils
HUNDREDS OF thousands 
of local government and 
school support workers in 
England and Wales are to 
vote on the employers’ pal-
try 1.75 percent pay offer.

With inflation running at 
twice that figure according 
to the RPI measure, the offer 
is another cut following years 
of real terms pay reductions.

The Unison union said, 
“Local government workers 
are mostly women, and are 
amongst the lowest paid in 
the country. 

“Counci l  and school 
 workers have endured years 
of pay freezes—25 percent 
has been wiped from the 
value of pay since 2010.”

Scotland
In Scotland workers are 
also organising against the 
employers’ offer of 2 percent 
for those earning £25-40,000 
and 1 percent for higher 
earners. 

Meanwhile activists from 
several health unions came 
together last week to mount 
protests outside hospitals and 
NHS workplaces. 

The action, which was 
in i t ia ted by  the  GMB 
union, highlighted the bal-
lots of health workers over 

the government’s imposed 
3 percent pay “increase” in 
England.

It’s vital that the turnout 
in the ballots is huge and 
returns a big No vote to the 
deal. That could then trigger 
ballots for strikes or other 
forms of industrial action.

Already activists are 
 posting pictures of  themselves 
and fellow workers  holding 
signs to show they have 

voted—and many are itching 
to take action.

Health workers should use 
the last weeks of the ballot to 
push for even more No votes.

The activist group Nurses 
United has a launched a 
“Three strikes, we’re out” 
campaign. They are asking 
nurses and supporters to take 
their demand for a 15 percent 
pay rise to health secretary 
Sajid Javid’s Bromsgrove 

const i tuency off ice on 
Saturday 11 September, at 
3pm.

Those that can’t join the 
protest in the Midlands are 
asked to fill in an online 
letter that will form part of 
the protest.

Public sector workers 
should fight together.
lGo to nursesunted.org.
uk/3strikes for details of the 
Bromsgrove protest

TRANSPORT

Battles on rail and ferries 
WOOLWICH ferry 
strikes in east London 
resumed this week.

Workers continue 
to take action over the 
victimisation of two 
union reps. Workers also 
oppose the failure to give 
adequate health and safety 
training to agency staff.

The workers have walked 
out for 30 days since May. 
The Unite union says actions 
could continue into autumn.

nEAST MIDLANDS Railway 
bosses are employing strike 
breaking staff which the 
RMT union claims aren’t 
“safety competent”.

Senior conductors 
and train managers have 
been taking action in 
two separate disputes.

East Midlands Railway 
has pushed through new 
working arrangements 
which will see just one train 
manager oversee operations 
on 12-carriage trains. The 
dispute also raises concerns 

over pay and contracts.
Strike breaking staff have 

received only one day’s 
training.

nRMT union members 
who work for Rail Gourmet 
in Edinburgh have 
escalated their strikes.

The new phase included 
a four day walkout in a 
continuing fight for respect 
and justice in the workplace.

One example is that 
workers are forced to eat 
their meals on the station 
platform after bosses 
removed a socially distanced 
area in the staff canteen.

nThe RMT union, has called 
off London Underground 
strikes set for this week.

Night tube drivers were 
initially due to strike for 
two days at the beginning 
of August over changes 
to shift patterns. 

But following 
negotiations, the union 
suspended the action.

HEALTH WORKERS joined a pay protest at St George’s hospital in south London last week

Sandwell fire 
and rehire
WORKERS AT leisure centres 
run by the Sandwell Leisure 
Trust in the West Midlands 
struck on Monday against 
fire and rehire tactics.

Bosses slashed the 
pay of some 280 workers 
after sacking them and 
then rehiring them on 
worse contracts.

The strikers’ Unison 
union is demanding that 
the trust restores workers’ 
terms and conditions. 

It also wants Labour-run 
Sandwell council—which 
outsources the running 
of its leisure centres to 
the trust—to intervene.

nWORKERS AT leisure 
centres in Lewisham, south 
London, are being balloted 
for strikes over pay.

The 31 Unite union 
members employed by 
Greenwich Leisure Limited 
at five leisure centres will 
be balloted from 27 August 
to 27 September.

Fightback at 
Royal Parks
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
working at Royal Parks in 
central London began their 
second week of a two-week 
strike on Monday of this week.

The cleaners—members of 
the PCS and UVW unions—
work for private contractor 
Just Ask Services. They are 
fighting against possible job 
cuts later this year, and are 
demanding the same sick pay, 
maternity pay, annual leave, 
and pension entitlement as 
workers employed directly.

Last week’s strike hit hard, 
with supervisors running 
a skeleton service. Strikers 
agreed to meet and discuss 
their action every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

They have also called for a 
mass meeting of worker and 
union activists, at Speakers 
Corner in Hyde Park, on 
Monday of next week.
lDonate to the strike fund 
at bit.ly/donate-royal-parks 
Messages of support to 
outsourcedworkers@pcs.org.uk

Solid strikes win a better 
pay offer at floor maker
WORKERS AT Polyflor, 
in Whitefield, Greater 
Manchester, have won a 
much improved pay offer 
after a series of strikes.

They forced a bullying 
and overconfident 
management to back down. 

The initial offer 
was 2 percent.

But it rose after a 
series of solid strikes.

GMB union members 
have now voted to accept 
a 3 percent rise backdated 
for 12 months and 
5 percent from July 2021. 

The pickets were well 
supported by the trades 
council, pensioners 
and socialists. 

During the dispute, 
workers had received letters 
justifying huge increases 
in management pay. They 

had also suggested that 
the workers, many of 
whom have many years 
of service, should leave 
and find work elsewhere 
if they didn’t like it. 

Workers were also 
angry that during the 
pandemic they were 
classed as key workers  
because they produced 
flooring for the NHS. 

They had worked 
lots of overtime. 

Then at the end of 
the lockdowns they got 
a pathetic pay rise. 

But the site in Whitefield 
still produces more than 
half of the company’s profits 
and the line completely 
stopped during the strike.

So bosses were 
forced to back down.
Adam Rose

A PROTEST outside the 
Nine Elms development in 
south London demanded 
developers pay for fire 
safety changes.

Some 30 people took 
part in the protest last 
Saturday called by Action 
for Fire Safety Justice.

A similar protest was 
called in Salford Quays in 
Manchester as organisers say 
people are “living in fear”.

Action for Fire Safety 
Justice wants remedial work 
carried out quickly and for 
residents and leaseholders 

to be compensated for 
money they have had to 
spend on safety measures.
Steve Norreys

nREFUSE workers in Bexley, 
south London, are still on 
strike after seven weeks. 

The 140 Unite union 
workers started industrial 
action on 12 July over 
pay and victimisation.

Talks between outsourcer 
Serco and Unite collapsed 
after the company refused 
to address the back pay 
owed to workers.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTOUTSOURCED WORKERS

ROUND-UP

ROADS PROTEST

POLYFLOR

Big demo out to stop a 
new polluting motorway
OVER 600 people joined 
a protest on Merseyside 
on Friday of last week 
against the building of a 
new four lane motorway. 

It is set to through the 
only green space in the area.

The motorway is planed 
to take extra traffic from the 
expanded Port of Liverpool 
to the motorway network.

This was the first 
demonstration over the issue 
since lockdown, and the 
biggest so far. People living 
next to the existing road 
to the docks already have 
a life expectancy ten years 
less than people living only 

a mile or so away because 
of the poor air quality.

A march from Rimrose 
Valley to Seaforth Dock was 
addressed by both local MPs, 
Bill Esterton and Peter Dowd. 

Sefton’s Labour council 
has proposed a rail tunnel 
from the Seaforth Dock 
complex to a lorry park 
near the motorway.

But the government 
has only considered 
the cheaper and more 
environmentally damaging 
option of road expansion.
lFor more information contact 
www.saverimrosevalley.org 
Dave Owens PCS ARMS (pc)

Hundreds joined the protest in Merseyside last week 
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MORE THAN 1,000 people gathered in Trafalgar Square, London, on Monday morning to launch the rebellion  Picture: Guy Smallman

CLIMATE REBELS 
ON THE STREETS
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

EXTINCTION Rebellion 
(XR) kicked off its fourth 
major rebellion on Monday, 
which it has named, “The 
Impossible Rebellion.”

For XR this rebellion  carries 
a new aim—to stop fossil fuel 
investment immediately.

Over 200 XR rebels 
 gathered outside the Guildhall 
in central London on Sunday. 

A handful of activists 
scaled the building and set 
off red flares. 

XR said that this action 
was to target the capital’s 
financial district. 

Then ,  more  than  a 
 thousand activists  gathered 
in Trafalgar Square on 
Monday morning with one 
instruction—to bring a chair. 

Michael is new to XR. He 
told Socialist Worker that at 
the root of the climate crisis is 
the “concentration on profit”. 

“It doesn’t seem like an 
emergency to those in power,” 
he added. 

Activists heard speeches 
from the XR International 

Solidarity Network, including 
some activists from Haiti. 

Istem, from Turkey, told 
Socialist Worker that she was 
pushed to join the rebellion 
after seeing extreme weather 
events in recent months. 

“In Turkey the wildfires 
mostly killed poor people, 
they suffered the most,” she 
said. “Also, Britain dumps 
millions of tonnes of rubbish 
in Turkey. 

“Rich countries everywhere 
are dumping in poor ones. For 
me, it’s easy to see where the 
problem is coming from.”

Threat
Ellie is an XR member from 
Medway, Kent. She decided 
to rebel because of the threat 
that the climate crisis poses to 
humanity. 

“Those in power don’t seem 
to understand that if we don’t 
act we’ll have no future, she 
said. “Yet it’s still poor people 
that are often blamed for not 
making ‘sustainable choices’. 

“It’s not people on low 
incomes who are driving this 
crisis, it’s the rich.” Activists in 
the crowd carried flags with 

XR’s iconic hourglass logo. 
Banners read, “How many 
more pollution deaths” and 
“Stop denying the planet is 
dying.”

Many activists carried 
placards that opposed plans 
for the construction of the 
new Cambo oil field, west of 
the Shetland Isles. 

Caroline is part of the 
XR Scientists group. She 
believes the proposed oil field 
would be “criminal”. “For 
this  rebellion, we have very 

 specific demands,” she said. 
“We want to stop the drilling 
and extraction of fossil fuels.

“We must leave the fossil 
fuels in the ground and those 
in power must break from the 
fossil fuel lobbyists such as 
Shell and BP.”

After speeches in  Trafalgar 
Square rebels marched 
from Trafalgar Square to 
St.   Martin’s lane. 

Pink
The march was able to 
 distract the police as activists 
erected a massive pink table. 
Sound systems and hundreds 
of chairs were also set up in 
the square. 

As crowds settled into 
the square, the police very 
quickly established lines to 
trap activists inside. 

Anna, an NHS nurse, 
 travelled from Leeds to be 
part of the rebellion. 

She told Socialist Worker 
that she is already noticing 
the impact of the environ-
mental crisis on her patients. 

“We are seeing increasing 
numbers of patients coming 
in with respiratory  problems 

caused by air  pollution,” 
she said. “It’s scary and 
 heartbreaking to see. 

“I had to come to the 
 rebellion to do something.” 

Anna said that the recent 
IPCC report—which warned 
that governments must 
take immediate action to 
avoid “worst case” climate 
 disaster—was terrifying. 

Call
But she said it should also 
should be a call to action. 

“I hope the report provided 
a wake-up call for people like 
the last report did three years 
ago,” said Anna.

The rebellion is set to 
 continue for two weeks, with 
various actions planned. 

The state has stepped up 
its repression against XR in 
the last year, and will likely 
want to crush the rebellion as 
quickly as possible. 

Climate activists and 
socialists everywhere must 
join and build the rebellion.

To find out how to join the 
 action go to  
extinctionrebellion.uk/ 
next-uk-rebellion

Lines of cops confronted protesters

It’s not people 
on low incomes 
who are driving 
this crisis—it’s 
the rich

‘‘ 
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