
US AND BRITAIN END AFGHAN WAR 
SAME WAY THEY BEGAN IN 2001...

NO TO MORE IMPERIALIST BOMBING

 KILLING
  CHILDREN

Malika Ahmadi, age two, 
killed this week in US 

drone strike

Relatives and neighbours of the
Ahmadi family gather around the
incinerated husk of a vehicle hit by a
US drone strike, which killed ten people,
including children, in Kabul this week
Full story >>Pages 4&5
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AFGHANISTAN

Pro-imperialist 
feminism, bombs 
and liberation
LIES ARE being spun that 
most Afghan women’s 
lives improved under 
the US occupation.

Yet even the United Nations 
found that the lives of Afghan 
women were “seriously 
compromised by violence”. 
Judy Cox describes the reality 
for Afghan women after 
20 years of war.
>>Pages 14&15

BORDERS

Cruel asylum 
system awaits 
Afghan refugees
THE SITUATION for Afghan 
refugees fleeing the Taliban 
and arriving in Britain is 
becoming ever more critical.

The small number 
who have been lifted out 
of Kabul already face 
immediate shortages of 
clothes and assistance. They 
also face years of waiting in 
the asylum system.
>>Page 3

IMPERIALISM

US and Britain 
after defeat—
dangerous beasts 
EVIDENCE OF just how 
complete the US’s defeat 
was in Afghanistan is 
painted all over its final 
withdrawal from Kabul. 

But now president Joe 
Biden wants to turn his focus 
on China—and will rely on 
the US’s military might.
>>Pages 10&11
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Why weren’t the medical 
machines recalled here?   
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT company 
Philips has recalled millions of 
machines used to treat sleep apnoea 
in the United States because of fears 
of potential serious harm to users.

But it has not done the same in Britain. 
The decision could have serious health 
consequences.

On 14 June Philips announced a recall 
of many of its Continuous Positive Airway 
Pressure (Cpap) and Bilevel Positive 
Airway Pressure (Bipap) machines—used 
to treat sleep apnoea and other breathing 
problems. And it recalled  ventilators used 
to treat respiratory failure.

Sleep apnoea is a disorder in which 
breathing is disturbed temporarily 
during sleep. Serious cases can lead to 
 hypertension, heart attack or stroke.

Philips’ machines contain foam that 
lessens the sound they make. It has now 
been revealed that the foam may break 
down and be inhaled. And it may produce 
compounds resulting in adverse effects to 
organs—and even cancer.

In an announcement to doctors, 

Philips explained that these hazards 
could result in “serious injury which can 
be  life-threatening or cause permanent 
impairment”. Yet the recall notice was 
only for the US. For the rest of the world 
there was just a “field safety notice” that 
recommends “discontinued use”.

In June the British Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, 
a government body, put out a national 
patient safety alert. It called for a series 
of actions by health trusts and other 
bodies—by 17 December 2021. 

It includes an instruction to “source 

alternative devices where clinically 
appropriate”. But machine users that 
Socialist Worker spoke to say they 
haven’t heard from the hospitals that 
 provided their machines.

The US law firm Berger Montague is 
preparing a class action against the firm.

It alleges, “Philips knew about these 
substantial and material risks from its 
Cpap machines long before the recall.

“The complaint also alleges that Philips 
self-servingly timed its recall to coincide 
with its launch of its next generation of 
Cpap products that do not suffer from the 
same issues.

“Thus, the only safe option that Philips 
offers to its customers—many of whom 
rely on the recalled breathing machines—
is to purchase Philips’s newer model.”

The NHS should immediately take 
action to inform patients of what’s hap-
pening. Patients should be compensated 
and Philips must pay for its failures.
For a full list of machines affected go to 
bit.ly/philips0821 Consult a doctor before 
stopping use of a machine

l MORE THAN 2.4 million people in England 
will lose access to free prescriptions if the 

government goes ahead with plans to change 
the benefit in line with the state pension age. 

And it could lead to people skipping vital 
medication to avoid the costs of treatment.

Currently people qualify for free 
prescriptions—which cost £9.35 per 
medicine—at the age of 60.

However, last month the government 
launched a consultation on raising the age to 
66 to tie in with the present state pension age.

‘I can’t breathe’ plea 
ignored in police case 
THE INDEPENDENT Office 
for Police Conduct (IOPC) 
has been forced to reopen 
its investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding 
the death of Kevin Clarke. 

Clarke was a black man 
who could be heard saying 
the words “I can’t breathe” 
while he was being 
restrained by police shortly 
before he died.

The tame watchdog 
admitted the words heard 
on body-cam footage were 
not explored with officers 
when they were interviewed 
by IOPC officials.

The decision to look 
at the case again follows 
findings by an inquest jury 
last October. It found that 
police’s inappropriate use 

of restraints contributed to 
Clarke’s death.

Deborah Coles, director 
of the charity Inquest, 
said, “It defies belief that 
a black man can die at the 
hands of the police with 
audio recordings saying 
he cannot breathe and the 
IOPC fail to interrogate 
this with police officers. 
What an indictment of the 
investigation.” 

Vaccines made in 
Africa head to West  
JOHNSON & Johnson’s 
Covid vaccine was 
supposed to be one 
of Africa’s most 
important weapons 
against Covid-19.

The US-based firm 
said it would sell enough 
of its shots to eventually 
inoculate a third of the 
continent’s residents. 

And the vaccine 
would be produced 
in part by a South 
African manufacturer.

But South Africa is still 
waiting to receive the 
overwhelming majority 
of the 31 million vaccine 
doses it ordered.

At the same time, 
Johnson & Johnson has 

been exporting millions 
of doses that were 
bottled and packaged 
in South Africa for 
distribution in Europe.

Many Western 
countries have 
kept domestically 
manufactured doses for 
themselves. That wasn’t 
possible in South Africa 
because of an unusual 
stipulation in the contract 
the government signed 
with Johnson & Johnson. 

Popo Maja, a 
spokesman for the 
South African health 
ministry, said, “The 
government was not 
given any choice. Sign 
contract or no vaccine.”

300,000 homes 
from greens belt
LONDON’S GOLF Courses 
make up an area larger 
than the borough of Brent 
and there is enough space 
on publicly owned courses 
to house 300,000 people, 
according to new research.

Nearly half of the 
capital’s 94 active golf 
courses are owned by 
London boroughs or other 
public bodies, such as the 
Church Commissioners, 
and yet serve a tiny fraction 
of the capital’s nine million 
residents.

Russell Curtis, author if a 
new study said, “This is not 
a war on golf.

“There surely has to be a 
way of improving the social 
utility and accessibility of 
golf courses to benefit the 
wider population. 

“The redevelopment 
of golf courses is always 
presented as a binary 
choice between beautiful 
green fields or concrete.

“But there’s a model in 
the middle where you could 
provide new homes and 
social infrastructure while 
achieving biodiversity gain.”

Britain is home to a 
quarter of all the golf 
courses in Europe.

Troublemaker thinks a 
“war on golf” sounds like 
quite a good idea, actually.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The biggest 
debacle that 
Nato has 
suffered since its 
founding’
Armin Laschet, the 
conservative candidate to 
succeed Angela Merkel as 
Germany’s chancellor, on the 
defeat in Afghanistan

‘The greatest 
defeat for Nato in 
history’
Janez Jansa, Slovenian prime 
minister 

‘We’ve got to be 
the party of the 
police. We’ve 
got to be able 
to say at some 
point, if you want 
to ‘defund the 
police’, join the 
Tories’
A Labour Party insider gives 
details of the party’s policy 
strategy to the media

‘Our businesses 
are leaving no 
stone unturned 
to find workers, 
including 
contacting  the 
prison service’
Nick Allen of the British Meat 
Processors Association, 
explains employers’ hope 
to fill labour shortages with 
prisoners
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lBETTING SHOPS are ten 
times more likely to be 

found in deprived towns than 
in affluent areas, according to a 
study by the University of Bristol.

The areas with the highest 
number of betting shops per 
capita included Glasgow, 
Liverpool, London and 
Middlesbrough, the study 
found. Gambling sites in Britain 
outnumber supermarkets., 

Kevin Clarke

Pay until you are 66?

A CPAP machine in use

Dalian Atkinson

Black people 
tasered more
POLICE DEPLOY Taser stun 
guns too often, with black 
people more likely to face 
prolonged use lasting over 
five seconds, an official 
report has found.

Previous data have 
shown that black people 
face greater Taser use, 
leading to claims of racial 
bias. 

The report found that 
60 percent of black people 
who were subject to Taser 
discharges endured them 
for more than five seconds, 
compared with 29 peercent 
of white people.

In June PC Benjamin 
Monk was convicted of the 
manslaughter of the former 
Premier League footballer 
Dalian Atkinson in Telford, 
Shropshire. 

Monk used a Taser for 
33 seconds and kicked 
Atkinson twice in the head. 



Napier barracks stays open 
THE HOME Office plans to use the 
detention-like ex-military Napier 
Barrack in Kent to house  
asylum seekers until at least 
2025.

The decrepit barracks 
has been used since 
September 2020 and has 
housed more than 400 
asylum seekers in 14 
dormitories. 

Inspections and court 
cases have ruled the site 
unfit for purpose—but 
the Tories are pushing 
ahead.

Home secretary Priti 
Patel has already come 
under fire for going 
ahead with the use of the 

barracks despite being warned by 
Public Health England not to. 

A Covid-19 outbreak in January 
saw 197 asylum seekers catch 
the virus. But the Home Office 

has refilled the site since 
April with hundreds 
forced into the “filthy” 
conditions.

Many trapped in the 
camp have fled torture 
and camps—only to face 
yet another camp on 
arrival in Britain.

This is the 
punishment the Tories 
will give those who flee 
to Britain—dilapidated 
and run down 
accommodation.

Britain won’t 
provide help
THROUGHOUT the 
evacuation process, Britain 
has prioritised rescuing 
British nationals from 
Afghanistan, with almost all 
now being flown out.

Second on the list 
has been British-Afghan 
nationals—many who are 
now trapped in Kabul and 
face the reality of being left 
behind.

At the bottom of the 
pecking order are vulnerable 
people desperate to flee a 
war-torn country, abandoned 
by the very country that 
caused the war.

Hundreds of thousands 
will now try to travel to camps 
on the Pakistan border—a 
country already hosting 1.4 
million Afghan refugees.

Many Afghan nationals 
eligible to come to Britain 
under the Afghan relocations 
and assistance policy (Arap) 
launched earlier this year will 
also be left behind.

Processing
Thousands of people eligible 
for help, including their 
families, won’t receive any as 
the British processing centre 
was finally shut on Friday

And many more who could 
not get to the airports in time 
will also be left behind.

Mohamad, a 32 year old 
mechanic from Derby and 
a British citizen since 2012, 
had been waiting outside the 
airport gates for five days. 
“It’s horrible. The guards are 
shooting in the air, no one has 
been injured but everyone is 
scared,” he said.

Although his wife does not 
have British citizenship,  
he had been told she was 
eligible for evacuation 
alongside him. “We’re holding 
our passports up in the air 
and waving them. We need 
help. We are all very scared,” 
he added.

Having had months to 
prepare for removal from 
Afghanistan, the Tories have 
utterly failed to help people 
in need.

Cruel Tory asylum system 
awaits Afghan refugees
by ISABEL RINGROSE

THE SITUATION for Afghan ref-
ugees fleeing the Taliban and 
arriving in Britain is becoming 
ever more critical.

The small number who have 
been successfully lifted out of Kabul 
already face immediate shortages of 
clothes and assistance. They also face 
potentially years of waiting in limbo 
in the asylum system.

As of Sunday, around 5,000 British 
nationals and their families had been 
airlifted from Kabul. So had more 
than 8,000 Afghan former British 
staff and their families and those con-
sidered at risk from the Taliban.

For those who aren’t immediately 
granted refugees status and housing, 
a long wait in limbo in the asylum 
system awaits. 

In addition to those who’ve just 
arrived 3,000 other Afghans are 
already locked into the system and 
over 70,000 others have pending 
application.

In Birmingham refugees were 
forced to wait for eight hours on 
their plane with little food after it 
had landed—with no explanation as 
to why.

Passengers, including children, 
were eventually let off the plane 
and made to spend the night at the 
airport.

Eventually they were told the wait 
was due to a delay in processing the 
details of refugees from four previous 
flights—showing how disorganised 
the Tories’ rescue mission has been.

Some refugees arrived shoeless,  
and some toddlers had no change of 
nappies or sanitary products. 

The British Red Cross described 
scenes of “chaos”, with some refu-
gees passing out from exhaustion 
upon arrival.

Flights into London, Birmingham 
and Manchester have seen pregnant 
women and the sick being rushed to 

hospitals for urgent medical atten-
tion. For those on early flights doc-
tors weren’t provided to urgently 
prescribe medicine, meaning ambu-
lances became quickly overwhelmed.

Emergency workers described 
scenes at airports as “shocking” 
as thousands of people are being 
 processed then transported to quaran-
tine hotels up to 100 miles away.

Aid is urgently being rushed to 
Manchester too. The Care for Calais 
charity has been collecting essential 
items such baby food, toiletries, blan-
kets, headscarves, prayer mats and 
clothes.

Many refugees have also been 
forced to flee without their family. 

Afghan charity workers in Britain say 
the 20,000 the Tories are willing to 
accept is only a fifth of what is really 
needed for families to stay together.

And those who have made it over 
will now struggle to be reunited with 
family as strict earnings caps are in 
place before families can be reunited.

Medical experts have warned all 
the trauma suffered from the escape 
will be compounded if they are not 
settled quickly into Britain.

But the reality of what they face 
will be consistent with how asylum 
seekers in barracks and hotels are 
treated—with no help at all.

Experts are calling for quick 
and clear communication about 

rehousing and accommodation. But 
the Home Office’s prioritisation has 
never been the welfare of asylum 
seekers and refugees.

The Tories might be patting 
 themselves on the back but there is 
little to celebrate for refugees when 
they get to Britain. 

People who have suffered war 
and trauma are now  being left in 
the asylum system for years  without 
assistance or having their cases 
resolved. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Napier Barracks

AFGHAN REFUGEES waiting in Heathrow airport 
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 1666
The great fire of 
London
The great fire of London 
started, destroying large 
parts of the city.  

It is estimated to have 
destroyed the homes 
of 70,000 of the City’s 
80,000 inhabitants
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US military 
continued 
killings of 
children in 
Afghanistan
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE UNITED States military left 
Afghanistan as it arrived—by 
killing children.

A US drone strike blew up a vehi-
cle last Sunday slaughtering nine 
members of one family, including 
six children according to a relative 
of the dead. They spoke to a local 
journalist working with CNN news.

The youngest killed was a two 
year old girl, said the brother of one 
of those killed.

They were “an ordinary family,” 
he said. “We are not Isis or Daesh 
and this was a family home where 
my brothers lived with their 
families.”

Witnesses to the drone strike said 
it targeted two cars parked in a resi-
dential building near the airport.

The military, continuing its  
mangling of the truth, said the 
target was carrying “multiple sui-
cide bombers” who were about to 
attack the military evacuation at 
Kabul airport.

There are also unconfirmed 
reports that a substantial number 
of the Afghans killed in the sui-
cide bombing at Kabul airport last 
Wednesday were actually killed by 
US soldiers. 

They were apparently shooting to 
clear the area.

On Friday of last week, a US drone 
missile struck a vehicle in Jalalabad. 
Officials said two IS-K leaders were 
killed, but they admitted that nei-
ther had anything directly to do with 
the Kabul bombing.

The US said there had been no 
civilian casualties. 

But a community elder in 
Jalalabad said three people were 
killed, including children, and four 
were wounded. We can expect more 

attacks as the US tries to show it can 
still eliminate its enemies. But all 
this blood cannot hide the reality of 
the US defeat.

To withdraw its last troops and 
collaborators the US has relied on 
agreements with the Taliban, which 
it has described as the embodiment 
of evil for over 20 years.

The Taliban, dressed in  high-grade 
military gear seized from the US, 
was the only force that could stop 
the US forces being destroyed.

General Kenneth McKenzie, head 
of US Central Command, conceded 
that the military was using “the 
Taliban as a tool to protect us as 
much as possible”.

Zalmay Khalilzad, the veteran 
US diplomat and special envoy for 
Afghanistan, had been publicly 
silent for days after the Taliban’s 
takeover of Kabul.

But last weekend he emerged to 
praise the group’s leaders in a series 
of tweets.

 He lauded their public pledge to 
permit Afghans to leave the country 
if they wished even after the final US 
troops withdraw from the country.

On Monday, Britain and France 
submitted a resolution to an emer-
gency United Nations meeting. It 
proposed a “safe zone” in Kabul to 
protect people trying to leave the 
country.

Any such initiative would be 
wholly impossible without Taliban 
cooperation.

And of course those who entered 
any such zone would have no guar-
antee of being welcomed in the 
West—particularly by Britain and 
France.

AMERICAN SOLDIERS say they’re helping with evacuations, but they’re still causing deaths

What is IS-K and what is its 
relationship with the Taliban?
THE HORRIFIC attack on Kabul 
airport last week was claimed by 
a local branch of Islamic State 
called IS-K.

The IS network is a deeply 
sectarian formation that targets 
Shia Muslims, as well as other 
religious minorities and women. 
But it is best known for its 
attacks on Western forces and 
those who work with them.

Its IS-K group—Islamic State 
Khorasan Province—aims to form 
an Islamic state across Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, central Asia, Iran, 
Russia and parts of India.

Though small, the group 
recruits in both Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. It is now attracting 
some defecting members of the 
Taliban who are angry at their 
leaders’ negotiations with the US.

Like its parent group, IS-K 
has grown out of the bitterness 
and fragmentation of the region 
in the wake of Western military 
occupations.

In societies shattered by 
years of war, and where millions 
have fled their homes, IS-K 
provides an outlet for anger at 
imperialism. It also provides the 

stability of a “community” and 
the prospect of a job as a fighter 
with the group.

But it also channels anger 
against those who are in no way 
to blame for the West’s atrocities 
committed in Afghanistan and 
beyond.

And, as the Taliban moves 
to form a post-occupation 
government, IS-K increasingly 
sees it as an enemy too.

IS-K is widely thought to be 

linked to the Haqqani network, 
an offshoot of the Taliban that 
has overseen Kabul’s security for 
the past two weeks.

In the 1980s, the network was 
one of the most favoured US-
funded guerrilla groups fighting 
against the Russian invasion of 
Afghanistan.

Now, it’s possible that its 
adherents will be on both sides 
of a clash that could spread 
across the country.

In talks with the US prior to 
its pull out, the Taliban agreed 
that al-Qaeda and other Islamist 
fighters would not be allowed 
to use Afghanistan as a base for 
attacks on the West.

Taliban leaders are anxious to 
present a moderate face to the 
world to gain recognition from 
other states and governments. It 
wants access to investment that 
could help it rebuild the country.

But the more the Taliban 
pursues this aim, the more IS-K 
will target it. And that means 
fighting between the two forces 
could easily become a fracture 
line in the future.
Yuri Prasad

Tories want a scapegoat 
for evacuation failures
THE TORIES are looking to work 
out who, if any of them, will take 
the blame for the chaos in Kabul.

Downing Street and the 
military are accusing the 
Foreign Office of negligence in 
preparations for the evacuation

They are briefing that the 
effect of foreign secretary 
Dominic Raab remaining on 
holiday at the start of the crisis 
meant up to 1,000 people who 
would have been evacuated were 
not.

A conveniently anonymous 
minister said, “The PM wanted 
third countries involved and 
Raab did nothing. 

“Boris is exasperated that the 
Foreign Office has not done what 
he told them.

“They also took their people 
out and that cost us several days. 
I suspect we could have taken 
out 800 to 1,000 more people if 

they had not done that.”
A senior official in the 

Pakistani government joined in. 
They said Raab had shown no 

interest in talking to them. They 
claimed that he did not make a 
single phone call to the Afghan 
or Pakistani foreign ministers in 
the six months before the crisis. 
“He just didn’t care,” the official 
said. “He thought Afghanistan 
was yesterday’s war.”

The Foreign Office said Raab 
had spoken twice to the Pakistani 
foreign minister, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, on 22 and 27 August. 
But they could not point to 
earlier conversations.

The government is letting 
journalists know that Johnson is 
“furious” with Raab. 

If he goes he will likely be 
replaced by the odious Michael 
Gove, last seen raving in an 
Aberdeen nightclub.
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Pointless animal rescue  
comes before Afghan people
A MAN and his pets 
were safely evacuated 
with the help of the 
British government.

Paul “Pen” Farthing, 
founder of the Nowzad 
animal charity, sent 
a message to Peter 
Quentin, a special 
adviser to defence 
secretary Ben Wallace. 

He demanded he 
arrange for Farthing 
and his animals to 
leave Kabul.

“So here’s the deal 
buddy. You either 
get me that fucking 
Isaf [Afghan military] 
number and you get me 
permission to get on 
to that fucking airfield, 
or tomorrow morning 
I’m going to turn on you 
and the whole fucking 
country, and everybody 
else who’s invested in 

this rescue, is going 
to know it’s you, you, 
blocking this fucking 
move. All right?”

After the prime 
minister’s office upped 
the pressure, Farthing 
left Kabul with his pets 
on a chartered plane. 

He was “assisted 
through the system 
at Kabul airport”, 
according to the 
Ministry of Defence.

The Afghan staff 
working for his charity, 
who helped bring the 
pets to the airport in a 
convoy of cattle trucks, 
didn’t get on the plane.

Farthing had said 
he would not leave 
the country without 
them—but he did. At 
least the pets got out. 

Though it is possible 
a number will now be 
put down.

IS-K bombs at Kabul airport

A car blown up by US bombs

Dominic Raab

Dogs of war—Paul Farthing and pet
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BACK STORY
Throughout the evacuation of 
Kabul US soldiers have killed 
and caused violence
lReports say soldiers have been 
shooting to keep the crowds back
lA drone strike last Sunday killed 
six children from the same family
lAnd a missile killed two IS-K 
leaders as well as three people, 
despite the US claiming otherwise
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SAME LIES TO JUSTIFY 
KILLINGS TWO DECADES ON

 A
LL THE lies used to 
justify the terror the 
West inflicted on 
Afghanistan 20 years 
ago played out over its 

airstrike on children last week.
When the US and Britain began 

their first airstrikes on 7 October 
2001, they claimed they were only 
aimed at the Taliban and al-Qaeda.

Most of the mainstream 
politicians and press went along 
with this. Liberal newspapers 
such as the Guardian wrung their 
hands as they “cautioned” against 
“overreaction” and indiscriminate 
bombing. But they praised the 
then prime minister Tony Blair as 
he dressed the invasion up in the 
language of “freedom and justice”. 

They said the left who opposed 
and marched against the war were 
wrong.

And they dutifully reported 
Blair’s promise to the Labour 
conference that year—days before 
the invasion began—that “we will 
do all we humanly can to avoid 
civilian casualties”.

It would be a “proportionate” 
and “precise” war. The reality was 
much different.

Twenty years later, there is no 
“precise” figure for the number of 

Afghan civilians killed by the West’s 
airstrikes and wider war—as 
their killers never counted them. 
It’s certainly in the hundreds of 
thousands.

None of the media that backed 
the invasion have much to say about 
that. They want to move quickly on.

So, when the US launched one 
of its last airstrikes on 29 August 
2021, they claimed it was just 
aimed at the Islamist group IS-K.

Most of the mainstream 
politicians and press went along 
with this. Newspapers wrung 
their hands at the chaos “caused” 
by the West’s withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. But they praised US 
and British soldiers for working 

with the Taliban at Kabul airport 
to stop thousands of people from 
getting on a plane.

And they dutifully reported 
that an IS-K car bomb had been 
stopped with a “precise” airstrike. 
The reality was much different.

We do have a precise figure for 
the number of Afghan civilians the 
West’s airstrike killed—as their 
families had to count and clear up 
their remains.

Ten members of the Ahmadi 
and Nejrabi families—ranging 
from two to 40 years old—were 
slaughtered.

Neighbours spoke of a “horror 
scene”—flesh stuck to the walls, 
bones fallen into the bushes. 
Talking about one of the younger 
children, Farzad, a neighbour said, 
“We only found his legs.”

None of the media that cheered 
the US’s airstrike had much to 
say about that. They want to 
move quickly on. The Telegraph 
newspaper reported on Tuesday 
that the RAF is prepared to launch 
more airstrikes.

The left will be as correct to 
oppose and march against the lies 
used to justify the terror inflicted 
on Afghanistan now, as we were  
20 years ago. 

REBEL AGAINST POLICE POWERS
 AFTER A week of the 

“Impossible Rebellion” 
organised by Extinction 

Rebellion (XR), the police stepped 
up their repression to crush the 
climate protests. 

On Twitter the Metropolitan 
police gloated that they had 
intercepted a number of 
XR actions—including the 
construction of a bamboo 
structure to block a road in 
central London. 

In a video shared to social media 
the cops are seen rushing to pull 
down the structure. They knock it 
to the ground, with no regard for 

the protesters putting it up. 
The ramped-up actions against 

XR are a sign that the police 
already feel emboldened by the 
Tories’ incoming protest-smashing 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Bill. 

If the bill passes, cops across 
the country will have even more 
confidence to break up protests 
however they like. 

The only effective way to 
defend the right to protest is 
to exercise that right. Everyone 
should stand with XR rebels 
against the repression they face.

It’s tempting to think that the 

way around police assaults is to 
organise smaller actions to outwit 
the cops.

But movements are at their 
strongest when they combine 
militancy and mass involvement.

XR and the school climate 
strikes played a massive role in 
highlighting the urgent actions 
needed to combat the climate 
emergency.

They must not be driven off the 
streets. And there must be militant 
mass involvement at the climate 
protests around the Cop26 
climate conference in Glasgow in 
November.

The media  
that backed  
the invasion  
want to move 
quickly on

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Don’t obscure Marx’s 
valuable insights
DAVID HARVEY is probably the best-known living 
Marxist. He has written very important works of his 
own, but his online lectures on Marx’s Capital, against 
the backdrop of the Global Financial Crisis of 2007-8, 
reached a global audience. 

He followed these up with two volumes of commentary 
on Capital. Now Harvey has shifted focus to the Grundrisse, 
Foundations of the Critique of Political Economy. This is the 
massive economic manuscript Marx wrote in the white heat of 
the first global financial crisis, in 1857-8. 

Marx never published it, but his attempts to revise it led 
eventually to the appearance of Capital, Volume I, in 1867.

The Grundrisse is a very rich text, and develops themes that 
Marx was unable to pursue in depth in Capital. But, inevitably, 
he changed his mind and developed his analysis in the decade 
between starting it and finishing Capital, Volume I. 

This makes it hazardous to treat the Grundrisse as where we 
can find the real Marx. But it looks as if this is where Harvey 
is going in his forthcoming book on the Grundrisse. We get a 
preview in an article, “Rate and Mass”, in the latest issue of 
New Left Review. 

This is devoted to an apparently obscure issue. Harvey 
argues that economists, including many Marxists, don’t pay 
enough attention to absolute quantities and focus too much on 
the rate at which these quantities change. 

So, for example, it’s more important that China is now 
the second biggest economy in the world than that its rate of 
growth has slowed significantly. 

Harvey argues, more specifically, that Marxists are too 
interested in the rate of profit and too little in the mass of 
profit. These concepts are in fact closely related. The rate 
of profit measures the mass of surplus value extracted from 
workers relative to the total amount of capital invested to 
obtain this surplus value. 

The mass of surplus value is simply the absolute amount of 
surplus value on its own.

Marx explains capitalist crises by the economic law that, as 
competition drives firms to make labour-saving investments, 
the rate of profit tends to fall. 

But he also argues that, as the rate of profit starts to fall, 
the mass of surplus value initially continues to rise. This can 
mitigate the damaging impact of the falling rate of profit. 

Harvey has long dismissed the falling rate of profit theory, 
and accuses its supporters of ignoring the mass of surplus 
value.

I think he’s wrong about this but there’s a bigger problem. 
Harvey emphasises Marx’s conception of capital as “value 

in motion”. Capitalism is a process in which capital takes 
many forms. As well as productive capital where workers are 
employed to produce goods and services and create surplus 
value, there is also finance, retail, and so on. 

Harvey restates long-standing themes of his writing—for 
example the growing importance of fixed capital—as ways of 
absorbing surplus value.

Contradictions
He concludes, “Marx litters the conceptual landscape of 
capital with multiple contradictions. But some are more 
important than others. 

“If capital is defined as value in motion, then the 
foundational contradiction that propels and orients that 
motion surely takes pride of place in any theory of capital. 
The contradiction between alien capital and alien labour 
does not fit the bill. 

“But for ‘value in motion’, the contradiction of the falling 
rate and the rising mass is foundational.”

This is baffling. The rate and the mass are different ways of 
looking at the relationship between capital and surplus value. 
But where does this surplus value and indeed all the “value in 
motion” come from? 

For Marx, only labour creates new value. As Harvey shows 
very well in his Commentary on Capital, Volume I, profits 
come from the exploitation of wage labour by capital. If this 
isn’t “foundational”, how does Harvey now explain value? 

Worse still, the “contradiction between alien capital and 
alien labour” is another way of referring to the class struggle 
between bosses and workers. 

Sideline this, and Marx’s conception of socialism as working 
class self-emancipation vanishes.

PUPILS ARE no longer even recommended to wear masks in school  

Johnson will let 50,000 die 
a year for the bosses’ profits
by YURI PRASAD

B O R I S  J O H N S O N  i s 
 prepared to allow around 
1,000 Covid deaths a 
week as the price for 
keeping profits flowing 
during the pandemic.

Government advisers have 
admitted ministers are using 
a “cost-benefit” model to 
determine how many people 
they can let die.

This is the deadly price we 
will have to pay for what the 
Tories call “learning to live 
with the virus”.

According to the i news-
paper, Johnson has already 
accepted that there will be 
a further 30,000 deaths in 
Britain over the next year. 

He will “only consider 
imposing further restrictions 
if that figure looked like it 
could rise above 50,000,” it 
reports.

Only if the death rate is 
over 1,000 a week for two 
or three weeks will minis-
ters even start a discussion 
on re-imposing restrictions.

Cost
“Unfortunately, prime min-
isters have to weigh up the 
cost of saving lives to the 
impact on the economy. 
No one wants to talk about 
that’s how it works,” says the 
government adviser.

The return of schools 
in England and Wales in 
the coming days, followed 
by universities in the next 

weeks, could soon drive 
infection rates to new highs.

There is already some 
 evidence of a big rise among 
young people in Scotland, 
where schools returned two 
weeks ago.

A third of new covid 
cases in Scotland last week 
were among under-19 year 
olds. The government’s 
Sage group of scientists is 
 sounding a warning.

“Schools will represent a 
high proportion of  remaining 
susceptible individuals and it 
is highly likely that exponen-
tial increases will be seen in 

school-attending age groups 
after schools open,” it said 
last week.

I t  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t 
 vaccinations will have made 
“almost no difference in these 
population groups over the 
summer holidays”, and that 
when schools reopen meas-
ures to limit the spread of the 
virus will be “much reduced” 
compared to spring.

Pupils and staff will no 
longer be recommended to 
wear masks in secondary 
schools in England, although 
they are still advised in 
Scotland.

And, under new rules, 
even those pupils who are 
close contacts of positive 
cases will also no longer 
have to isolate.

Limited
These limited measures are 
almost a guarantee of the 
rapid spread of Covid-19 
among school populations, 
and then on to family and 
friends at home.

A study by the London 
School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine found that 
pupils have three times as 
many close contacts in school 
than during the holidays.

For the Tories, the deaths 
and serious illnesses are of 
far less importance than a 
return to “business as usual”.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Tories ditching safety
THE TORY government’s 
new safety measures 
in schools are grossly 
inadequate.

Students returning 
to secondary school in 
England will take two 
in-school lateral flow 
tests during their first 
week, and then be asked 
to self-test at home 
twice a week after that.

Only those who 
test positive will 
be sent home.

Mary Bousted, joint 
general secretary of 
the National Education 
Union, said, “They’ve 
divested themselves of 
key safety measures and 

are relying on testing, 
and children self-testing, 
which we know 
doesn’t really work.

There are ways 
to make schools far 
safer places than 
they are now.

But the government 
has abandoned those 
measures both because 
of cost, but perhaps 
more importantly 
because they signal 
that the virus remains 
a grave danger.

That shows most 
clearly that they care far 
more about the making 
of money than they do 
about people’s lives.

Johnson accepts mass deaths
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Extinction 
Rebellion 
hits back at 
the City
by  SOPHIE SQUIRE

EXTINCTION REBELLION (XR) 
took its Impossible Rebellion to 
the financial centre of Britain 
last Friday.

The protest began at the Bank of 
England and was clear in its mes-
sage that the bosses’ drive to make 
profit is hurling us into climate 
catastrophe.

There was a strong focus on how 
the system that puts profit before 
the planet must be disrupted.

NHS physiotherapist Alice who 
joined the protest at the Bank of 
England told Socialist Worker that 
capitalism needs to go.

“The root of the issue for me 
is capitalism, it’s why the earth’s 
resources are being exploited,” she 
said.

“The system is driving us to 
ruin. There’s only a finite amount 
of resources so we can’t keep going 
on as we are.”

After speeches outside the Bank 
of England protesters marched 
through the City of London  
chanting, “We don’t want your 
blood money” and “Sound the 
alarm”.

As the protesters marched around 
the City of London, rebels threw fake 
blood over the walls of  multinational 
bank Standard Chartered as well as 
the city’s Guildhall.

Secret
The rebellion has been a very posi-
tive week. And it has also sparked 
useful debates.

Some activists have criticised 
the leadership of XR for planning 
events in secret and without the 
 participation of those involved.

The knowledge that the state 
is out to stifle XR can lead to its 
 leaders restricting those who are 
“in the know” on a protest.

But this kind of organising 
runs the risk of alienating some 
members. 

XR is right to use disruptive 
 tactics to try and force action over 
the climate, but success will also 
mean building a mass movement.

That’s a challenge to XR, the 
broader climate movement and 
socialists who know that urgent cli-
mate action is desperately needed.

And more involvement by 
 organised workers is needed. 

This initiative has to come from 

trade unions, trade unionists and 
activists.

Unfortunately, there has been 
precious little concrete support for 
climate action from many union 
leaders. 

That weakens the climate 
 movement. There needs to be much 
more workers’ action around Cop26 
in Glasgow.

But after a week of the Impossible 
Rebellion it is clear that XR has 
made some important changes. 
Activists are far more ready to point 
to capitalism as the problem, not 
just general human activity. 

Most actions drew links between 
the struggle for climate justice 
and the fight against racism and  
sexism. 

And the relationship between XR 
and the police seems changed, with 
rebels encouraged not to speak to 
the police at all during the latest 
rebellion. 

This is likely to be a reaction to 
the repression XR has been met with 
in the last two years. 

It also shows that the group’s 
involvement in wider movements, 
particularly in the Black Lives 
Matter and Kill the Bill, has had a 
positive impact. 

As the Impossible Rebellion is 
set to continue, arguments about 
system change must continue.

CLIMATE ACTIVISTS targeted the City of London and the system last week                      Pictures: Guy smallman

‘We need to keep fighting for the future’
ON WEDNESDAY of last week  
Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
activists took part in multiple 
actions in central London as part 
of its Impossible Rebellion. 

In the morning XR joined 
with several charities, including 
Greenpeace, at the Brazilian 
embassy for a protest to say no 
to the destruction of the Amazon 
rainforest.

Protesters also raged at the 
treatment of Brazil’s indigenous 
people. They aimed their 
anger towards Brazil’s far right 
president Jair Bolsonaro.

They denounced his damaging 
views on the climate, handling 
of the pandemic and terrible 
treatment of minorities.

Lusiana is originally from 
Brazil. She told Socialist Worker 
that the struggle for indigenous 
rights and climate justice go 
hand in hand.

“Indigenous people’s homes, 
practices and culture are being 
destroyed by the presidency of 
Bolsonaro,” she explained.

“He has also sided with the 
agriculture bosses who want 
to destroy the Amazon. And 
of course, agriculture on such 
a large scale will be having a 
damaging effect on the planet.”

A short walk from the 
Brazilian embassy at Piccadilly 
Circus women, non-binary and 
trans activists gathered for more 
action.

Speakers were clear to 
highlight the plight of women 
in the climate crisis. The crowds 
chanted, “Black Lives Matter” 
and “Black Trans Lives Matter”.

Joanna, another protester, 
said that they had joined 
the rebellion because of the 
hypocrisy of leaders who talk 
about being climate leaders yet 
do nothing.

“I have no hope that the 
Cop26 talks will do anything. We 
need radical policies but those in 
power are just not prepared to 
do what is needed,” they added.

“We need to show that those 
in power are going against the 
people’s will by not addressing 
the crisis.”

Rebels then marched towards 
Oxford Circus, where smaller 
feeder marches joined and 
swelled the crowds.

At Oxford Circus, XR activists 
set up an occupation. Structures 

were built from pink crates that 
people were able to lock and 
glue themselves onto.

The police quickly attempted 
to forcibly remove those sitting 
on the ground.

One XR medic said that a 
police officer forcibly removed 
a woman who had glued their 
hands to the floor. She sustained 
injuries from the incident that 
had to be treated.

Mary from Dover pointed out 
that it is always the police who 
escalate fear and panic.

“You really see what kind of 
world we live in when you come 
to XR’s rebellions,” she said. 
“You see the police suppressing 
climate protesters—you see 
which side they’re on.”

She asked, “If we don’t, what 
have we got ahead of us? More 
droughts? Wars over water? We 
need to keep fighting for the 
future of the next generation.”

The ‘Impossible Rebellion’ in central London last week

More on line
For more on the climate emergency  
go to socialistworker.co.uk

Rebels threw fake blood at banks
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SW: What are Keir Starmer and 
the party’s general secretary 
David Evans trying to do with 
these threats against members 
and trade unions?

IAN HODSON: They’re certainly 
trying to lose the next election. 
My opinion is they don’t see 
any future of trade unions and 
members being part of their party. 
They want to be able to attract 
donors from the big corporations.

This is their attempt to ensure 
they silence any criticism in the 
party to make a safe place for these 
big corporations to come and invest.

I can’t see any other reason 
why Labour would embark on 
criminalising its own members.

The Labour Party has always 
been a place of debate. We 
understand that there will always 
be differences of opinions. 

But the right to debate 
and discuss issues I always 
thought was a fundamental 
belief of the labour movement, 
including the Labour Party.

SW: Your recent survey 
of members showed a 
small majority in favour of 
disaffiliation. Why do you think 
that was?

IH: Keir Starmer didn’t oppose 
relaxing social distancing measures 
last year, and supported the 
government reopening of the 
economy without measures in place, 
without consulting trade unions.

We received a lot of complaints 
from members about what he had 
done and the risks that opened 
up to them. This turned out to 
be true in the food sector.

The deaths in the food industry 
went up fivefold. They were right to 
raise those concerns and aggrieved 
that they hadn’t been asked whether 
the Labour Party should support the 
government’s approach on Covid.

Our members don’t see Starmer 
wanting to reconnect with them—
they see him moving further away.

SW: The bakers’ union has been 
affiliated to Labour for more 
than a century. That includes 
the years of Tony Blair, when 
the RMT and FBU unions voted 
to break away from Labour. 
Bfawu stayed affiliated—what’s 
changed now?

IH: We never faced this 
situation, even under Blair. We 
took the Labour Party to court 

over its changes to Clause 4 
of its constitution, which 
committed it to socialism. 

We didn’t get threatened 
with expulsion over that.

The feeling is that, can the 
Labour Party on its current 
trajectory win the next election? 

We don’t think so.
We can’t support their 

undermining of the position 
that we took in relation to 
scrapping Universal Credit. 

That needs to go, and we 
need to introduce a new welfare 
system that supports people 
and not punishes them.

We need to see the building 
of a million council houses. 

We need to tackle the issue 
of low pay, with a minimum 
wage of £15 an hour. 

We need to see an end 
to zero hours contracts.

Some of the stuff that Labour’s 
shadow employment rights 
minister Andy McDonald has 
been doing on that is good.

 If that was the trajectory of the 
rest of the Labour Party we would 

not be considering 
disaffiliation.

The Labour Party’s trajectory is 
to say we’ve lost the argument and 
we must adopt the agenda of the 
Conservative Party to win. I don’t 
think it’s right to tell the Labour 
movement that we’re beaten.

SW: If unions can’t rely on the 
Labour Party, will they have 
to look to their own strength? 

What’s the future of the union 
movement now?

IH: I’m not saying there 
aren’t decent people inside 
the Labour Party.

We’ll continue to work with those 
MPs that support the aims and 
ambitions of the union.

There’s still time for Keir Starmer 

to change his position on my 
expulsion and the proscription 
of some left wing groups. 

But “people close to Starmer” 
have told the Mirror newspaper 
he’s not prepared to back down.

We don’t agree with proscribing 
organisations of people who are 
asking to get a fair hearing.

I can’t talk for the 
union movement. 

I can only talk for our 
union—and our members 
will take that decision.

McSTRIKE ACTIVISTS, members of Bfawu, on the march in London in 2017  

Labour doesn’t want unions in the 
party, says bakers’ union leader 
Ian Hodson, president of the Bfawu bakers’ union, faces expulsion from the Labour Party. 
Now, Bfawu union members are set to debate whether the union should disaffiliate from 
Labour. Ian Hodson spoke to Socialist Worker about the issues at stake

LABOUR’S THREAT to expel Ian 
Hodson is the latest assault on by 
leader Keir Starmer on left wing 
activists and trade unions.

Hodson is right that Starmer 
is trying to rescue Labour’s 
reputation in the eyes of big 
business. 

When left wing Jeremy Corbyn 
was party leader, bosses and 
bankers threatened economic 
sabotage if Labour ever won a 
general election.

 Now, Labour is desperate to 

show them that they can trust it 
to run the economy “responsibly.”

That’s why workers and trade 
unionists can’t solely rely on the 
party to fight for their interests. 
Labour is a party where left wing 
politics aren’t welcome, and the 
demands of business come first.  

The alternative is the power 
that workers have in trade 
unions—to fight over low pay, 
workers’ rights, against racism, and 
climate change—with strikes and 
mass struggle.

Ian Hodson of the bakers’ union

WHAT WE THINK
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Manufacturing workers have power  
ROB HOVEMAN writes that 
“Thatcher presided over the 
destruction of much of 
manufacturing in the 
1980s” (Socialist Worker, 
18 August).

Though true, it’s 
important not to exaggerate 
this nor to ignore what’s 
happened since Thatcher.

For example, Toyota’s two 
factories, Nissan’s Derbyshire 
factory, JLR’s two engine 
factories and Coventry’s 
electric taxi factory were all 
built post-Thatcher.

Over the past 30 years, 
the value of manufacturing 
output has remained 
largely stable, but the 
number of people employed 
in the industry has fallen.

This actually increases the 
potential power of workers.

Britain remains the ninth 
largest manufacturing 
economy in the world. 

Output in 2018 is 
7 percent higher in real 
terms compared to 1990. 

But service sector output 
rose by 106 percent. 

The car industry here had 
record exports in 2012 and 
2015. This story is mirrored 
in the British aerospace 
industry where productivity 
grew 50 percent between 
2010 and 2016. 

Encouraging the belief 
that manufacturing has all 
but disappeared comes close 
to encouraging the belief 
that manufacturing workers 
have all but disappeared.

Of course Rob is not 
trying to say that, but 
Socialist Worker must take 
care to avoid that trap.

Clive Dixon
Former Jaguar Cars senior 

shop steward, Coventry
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Skinner right! 
Dave is dodgy 
YOUR REPORT on 
David Cameron making 
£7 million at Greensill 
before its collapse 
(Socialist Worker, 
18 August) reminded me 
of Labour MP Dennis 
Skinner.

He called Cameron 
“Dodgy Dave” while 
pointing at him in the 
House of Commons. 

The House speaker 
told Skinner to leave the 
floor and banned him 
for the rest of the day.

Dennis, how we miss 
your fighting principles 
today.

C SToll
Halesowen, West Midlands

War is bad... 
Vote for war
LIVERPOOL council 
recently discussed the 
arms fair coming to the 
city. The Labour mayor 
put forward a motion 
to say that the fair is 
not “compatible” with 
Liverpool’s socialist 
values.

Shamefully, the 
Labour Party then 
whipped its councillors 
not to vote against the 
fair.

Only a handful of 
Labour councillors 
defied the whip.

The Labour witch 
hunt has had the 
desired effect of 
silencing opposition 
within its own ranks.

But outside of them, 
the spirit of rebellion 
lives. There will be big 
protests against the fair 
on 11 September.

John Carr
Liverpool

Who runs 
the world?
IT’S GREAT to see the 
Unite union being run 
by a woman socialist.

Sharon Graham’s 
victory means that 
Unite, Unison and the 
TUC are now all run by 
women. 

What a wake up 
call to all those who 
think that unions are 
dominated by cloth 
cap‑wearing stereotypes 
from the 1950s.

Now all we need is for 
some of these leaders 
to put up the fight we’ve 
all been waiting for.

Martha
by email

lSHARON Graham’s 
win should remind the 
left that lots of rank 
and file members want 
something other than 
“business as usual”.

Emillia
by email

Just a 
thought...Fight to 

keep the 
£20 uplift 
SOCIALIST WORKER is 
right to highlight Labour’s 
failures on the £20 a week 
cut to the Universal Credit 
benefit (Socialist Worker 
online, 25 August).

The increase was 
supposed to help people 
meet the additional costs 
of living under lockdown.

The Tories are set to 
scrap the payment in the 
next few weeks. 

However, over 
1.9 million people—
including many disabled 
people—on older “legacy” 
benefits never got the 
uplift payments in the first 
place.

This has created a 
two-tier benefits system, 
with many of the poorest 
being reduced to poverty.

Nearly half of all 
claimants report being 
unable to pay bills due to 
the increased cost of 
living. For some, the 
choice is between paying 
rent or eating.

And, all this comes on 
top of ten years of 
austerity and cuts to 
welfare support—all of 
which hits disabled people 
hardest.

But disabled people 
have shown they can fight 
back and get their voices 
heard, including by using 
direct action.

Disabled People Against 
Cuts is campaigning to 
keep the £20 uplift and 
extend it to all other 
benefits.

Action is being prepared 
for the next few weeks. 

I hope many Socialist 
Worker readers will join 
the campaign.

Roger Lewis
South London

Unions must act on fossil 
fuel pension investments
UNION ACTIVISTS in the 
finance sector are 
concerned at investment 
in climate change 
industries and are trying 
to do something about it. 

Inspired by the 2019 
school student climate 
change strikes, one of our 
branches submitted a 
climate change resolution 
to the Unite union 
conference. 

It has become the basis 
for the Unite National 
Finance Sector Committee 
motion to the union’s 
next policy conference. 

The motion says, 
“Opposing climate change 

is a trade union issue”.
It notes that many 

pension schemes continue 
to invest into fossil fuels 
without any plan to 
switch to renewables.

Finally, it says Unite has 
a responsibility to act.

The union must “raise 
this with employers and 
demand that as soon as 
possible they create and 
act on a time-scaled plan 
to disinvest from fossil 
fuel producers”. 

We hope our motion 
gets passed and becomes 
Unite policy.  

Richard Milner 
Nottingham

Unions must fight for safety 
as new school term begins 
EDUCATION WORKERS are 
returning to schools across 
England and Wales with mixed 
emotions.

Some will look forward to a 
relaxation of the Covid 
regulations. They want “freedom” 
from masks, bubbles and other 
measures put in place to keep us 
safe during the pandemic.

Many others will be concerned 
about how the pandemic has 
affected the learning and social 
development of our students.

But a lot of us will be anxious 
about being in an environment 
where safety measures have been 
withdrawn.

Those with underlying health 
conditions and those who have 
seen loved ones suffer or even die 

from the virus will be working in 
an atmosphere of fear.

Recent data from Scotland 
suggest the return to school will 
see a spike in infections.

Many of us remember the 
shambles of government policy 
last school year and the return to 
lockdown in January.

How many lives were badly 
affected or even lost as a result of 
this?

The NEU union has played a 
brilliant role in trying to keep 
school communities safe during 
the pandemic.

Union activists always take 
health and safety issues seriously, 
from removing asbestos to 
installing ventilation.

The task facing reps and 

activists in the coming term is to 
push hard for the best protective 
measures we can get. 

But we will at the same time 
have to recognise the different 
viewpoints and experiences of 
members.

That means finding ways to 
keep people united.

We will need to bring NEU 
members together as early as 
possible to build a sense of 
strength.

No doubt the Tories will want to 
use the cost of the pandemic to 
justify further cuts to school 
budgets. Only with well organised 
union groups on the ground will 
we be able to resist. 

Name withheld
East London
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Myth of Blair’s ‘good wars’ 
Yuri Prasad looks at the 
origins of ‘humanitarian 
intervention’

WARS RARELY start with governments 
admitting that bloodthirst and 
greed drive them to battle.

Instead, far more laudable 
aims are proclaimed.

More than 100 years ago, 
Britain entered the First World 
War ostensibly to defend “gallant 
little Belgium” from German 
aggressors. Meanwhile, Germany 
said it was fighting the war to end 
Russian oppression of Poland.

In fact, both were fighting 
for imperial power.

The ruling class tradition of 
finding “atrocities” in selected 
foreign countries which demand 
a military response has since 
been repeated over and over.

But in the wake of the Vietnam 
War something changed.

That war had, by 1973, ended in 
a huge defeat for US imperialism. 
This was brought about by the 
combination of Vietnamese liberation 
fighters and a powerful anti-war 
movement in America itself.

The generation of people 
who lived through that era were 
far less likely to be taken in by 
the slew of misinformation and 
propaganda, such as that which 
had been used in the late 1960s.

The establishment needed a new 
strategy to promote war—and the 
man to deliver it was Tony Blair.

Blair talked of ending global 
poverty, healing great injustices, and 
cutting support to despotic regimes.

But he also insisted that it 
would be necessary to take “tough” 
action against states which flouted 
the authority of the West.

This, he said, would be done 
for the benefit of suffering people, 
rather than any big power politics.

Values
The Balkan War of 1999 was 
an early test of what Blair said 
was “a war for values” waged 
for humanitarian purposes.

Blair and US president Bill 
Clinton unleashed waves of Nato 
bombing against Serbia after 
its leader, Slobodan Milosevic 
launched a programme of expansion 
into neighbouring Kosovo.

Bombs fell nightly on Belgrade 
and destroyed hospitals, schools, 
monuments and bridges. Even 
the Chinese embassy was hit.

By attacking one side in a many 
sided civil war, Nato triggered 
waves of ethnic cleansing.

Ultimately, the US, the European 
Union and Russia carved up the 
whole territory on sectarian lines, 
and handed the resulting ethnic 
parcels of land over to gangsters 

to run. Such naked imperialism 
should have provoked a howl of 
outrage from the whole left.

But a section of its intellectuals 
and commentators peeled away 
to embrace the bombing.

This pro-war group espoused 
the philosophy of “good wars”. 
They invoked the moral superiority 
of the West when faced with the 
dictatorship, and even “fascism”, of 
Milosevic and his Yugoslavian army.

History
But their targets were selective. 
Vicious dictators backed by 
West were never in their sights, 
neither were the West’s own 
history of war crimes.

Crucially, this group served as a 
“radical” veneer for Blair’s imperial 
project. 

Less than a year later, the same 
process began again—this time 
with British military intervention 
in Sierra Leone in west Africa. 
And, again a selection of one-time 
radicals turned out to cheer.

The atrocities in Sierra Leone’s 
civil war real. But they were used 
by Britain as an excuse to show off 
military power—and to  satisfy the 
multinational mining corporations.

Even the pro-intervention 
International Crisis Group admitted 
the British invasion had failed 
to produce a state “that will be 
stable and capable of exercising 
the full range of sovereign 
responsibilities on behalf of its 
long-suffering population”.

Soon after the “successful” mission, 
malnutrition and disease ravaged 
the country in ways that were every 
bit as terrible as the civil war.

But by then the pro-war left had 
moved on. They never saw critiquing 
the system that stood behind conflict 
and poverty as part of their remit.

Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the group to play its greatest role 
so far—in defence of the invasion 
and occupation of Afghanistan.

They insisted the war, though 
motivated by revenge for the 
9/11 attacks in the US, could help 
spread “liberty and democracy”.

Though that sham has now 
been thoroughly exposed, don’t 
expect to hear many apologies.

HISTORY OF 
IMPERIALISM

Nato bombed Belgrade in 1999

E
VIDENCE OF just how com-
plete the US’s defeat was in 
Afghanistan is all painted 
all over its final withdrawal 
from Kabul. 

There was the bombing at 
Kabul airport, killing several US soldiers 
in an apparent attempt to pressure them 
to leave before the Taliban’s deadline. 

There’s the fact that the US—and 
so no other military in the occupying 
forces—wanted to defy the Taliban’s 
deadline in the first place. 

And there’s the US’s reliance on 
Taliban fighters—not only to protect it 
from Islamic State attacks, but to shut 
refugees out of the airport. 

It’s another echo of the US’s defeat 
in Iraq. 

That was also a war launched two 
decades ago in a bid to reassert the US’s 
dominance across the globe and begin 
a “second American century.” But as 
in Afghanistan, the US was forced to 
 withdraw by resistance made up of some 
of the poorest victims of its invasion. 

There too, the US had to rely on one 
of its enemies to try and get to grips with 
the chaos left in its wake. 

Unable to reinvade in 2014, the US 
left it to  Iranian-backed militias to fight 
Islamic State—one product of Iraq’s 
destroyed society. 

Just as the US’s defeat in Iraq allowed 
Iran to grow as a challenge to its dom-
inance, its defeat in Afghanistan has 
given openings to China. 

China is the greatest threat to the 
US’s global dominance as an economic 

and military power. Its share of global 
GDP—the value of all goods and services 
produced in the world—is already higher 
than the US’s. And it has spent the past 
decades developing trade deals and alli-
ances in countries around the world—
along with huge infrastructure projects 
to support them. 

That’s why US president Joe Biden 
has called China the US’s “top chal-
lenge,” and is fixated on corralling the 
West into confronting it. 

Culmination
Taliban officials have held meetings 
with Chinese diplomats and politicians, 
including one last week with China’s for-
eign minister Wang Yi. China also appar-
ently hopes to build further trade links 
with Afghanistan. 

So the retreat in Afghanistan 
 represents the culmination of an historic 
defeat two decades in the making—and 
for which Biden could shoulder lasting 
political damage. 

Yet despite all this, Biden and the 
rest of the ruling class in the US seemed 
ready to accept the loss. The  withdrawal 
was a conscious decision to give up on 
Afghanistan. 

US secretary of state Anthony Blinken 
even seemed to welcome China’s rela-
tionship with the Taliban as something 
that could keep a lid on Central Asia. 

“Neighbouring countries of Afghanistan 
have an interest in the region,” he said. 
“But no one has an  interest in the region 
falling into an enduring civil war or the 
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Taliban officials have 
held meeting with 
Chinese diplomats to 
further links

‘‘ 

hands of the Taliban.  If China and other 
countries are working on that interest, 
then it’s a  positive thing.” 

On one level, that’s another sign of the 
US’s weakness. It has to rely on its great-
est rival to keep control of Afghanistan 
and Central Asia. 

But at the same time, it shows Biden 
thinks he’s got something he wanted out 
of the withdrawal—for Afghanistan to 
stop being the US’s problem. 

Some ten years ago, the US’s previ-
ous Democratic president Barak Obama 
also tried to scale down the US’s occu-
pations in Iraq and Afghanistan. Instead, 
he wanted to begin a “pivot to Asia.” 

This meant not only new trade deals 
with allies in the Pacific to beat China, 
but also to build up the US’s military 
forces there. He was held back by his 
 failures to stop the resistance  movements 
in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Donald Trump wanted to do the same. 
He was the one who announced the US’s 
planned withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

Now Biden has actually done it and 
insists he won’t be dragged back—not 
even by Islamic State. He made sure to 
say the US would “get” Islamic State 
leaders for last week’s bombing “with-
out large military operations.” 

Biden might not be so worried about 
China’s links with the Taliban either. The 
Chinese government’s adviser, professor 
and Central Asia expert Zhu Yongbiao, 
says China wants to take advantage of 
the US’s defeat in Afghanistan. 

But he also says China doesn’t 
have much to gain economically in 
Afghanistan, while its rulers are wor-
ried about growing US military forces 
in the Pacific. 

The US still has by far the most pow-
erful military in the world. Biden and 
the US’s allies will rely on that strength 
more than ever. They’re already talking 
up the threat of a Chinese invasion of the 
island of Taiwan in the South China Sea. 

This just so happens to be a major 
shipping channel that China relies on. 
Now Biden wants to make it the new 
focus for US imperialism. 

Tory MP admits worst British crisis ‘since Suez’
THE DEFEAT in Afghanistan is even 
more devastating for Britain than it 
is for the US. 

Tory MP Tom Tugendhat, a former 
soldier who chairs parliament’s 
foreign affairs select committee, 
called it Britain’s “worst foreign 
policy failure since the Suez crisis of 
1956.” 

This was a defining moment in 
the collapse of the British Empire. 
Egypt’s president Gamal Abdul 
Nasser nationalised the Suez 
Canal—a hugely important shipping 
channel effectively controlled by 
Britain, key to its dominance in the 
Middle East. 

Britain invaded Egypt, along with 
France, and without the knowledge 
of the US. US president Dwight 
Eisenhower was outraged, and 
feared the outcome of the invasion 
would threaten its own interests in 
the Middle East. 

It intervened in the United Nations 
(UN) to demand Britain and France 
withdraw. It was a humiliation for 
Britain’s rulers, and the moment 
they realised they could never act 
independently of the US again. 

Since then, Britain tried to build 
itself a “special relationship” as 
the US’s junior partner. British 
governments thought this 
relationship would give it influence 
with the European Union (EU), and 

that its standing in the EU would 
give it influence with the US. 

It was backed up by massive 
military spending in the hope that 
this would give Britain special status 
as a military power. 

Tony Blair relied on this, as much 
of the evidence submitted to the 
Chilcot Inquiry into the Iraq war 
revealed. 

Moderating
He sold himself to George Bush as 
someone who could win support for 
the war among the EU. He would 
present Britain to the EU and the UN 
as a moderating influence, all the 
while arguing the case for invasion. 

Instead, the wars in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan were another 
humiliation for Britain. Its military 

was defeated by resistance in Basra 
in Iraq, and Helmand in Afghanistan. 

Now the US’s withdrawal exposes 
just how little influence Britain really 
has left. 

Biden pushed ahead with 
retreating from Afghanistan, even 
as many European states wanted to 
continue the occupation seemingly 
indefinitely. He ignored them all, 
including Britain. 

German chancellor Angela Merkel 
said no European country had 
the power to act independently of 
the US. Britain’s supposedly close 
relationship with the US couldn’t 
convince the US to stay. 

The idea that Britain has influence 
as a bridge between the EU and 
the US has been shattered. The fact 
that many of the people pining after 
permanent war in Afghanistan wail 
about Britain’s lost influence after 
Brexit is one reason to celebrate 
leaving the EU. 

A major foreign policy document 
published by Britain in March said 
that, after Brexit, Britain’s close 
support for the US against China 
would give it special influence. 

But now, though Britain clearly 
depends totally on the US, it has no 
real influence at all. For everyone 
who hates Britain’s blood soaked 
history as an imperial power, that 
can only be a good thing. 

Tom Tugendhat—Britain humiliated
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Biden, capital and the state
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BOURNEMOUTH
The bloody history of the 
British Empire in Palestine 
and the Middle East
Wed 8 Sep, 7pm
857-8029-9769
BRISTOL
After the Unite general 
secretary election—how 
can we rebuild our unions?
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
688-397-3148 

CAMBRIDGE
Let’s talk about 
sex—Marxism and 
sexual liberation
Thu 9 Sep, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Can capitalism ever 
be sustainable?
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Voice of the unheard? Ten 
years since the 2011 riots
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
828-532-8731

COVENTRY
Mary Wollstonecraft—
pioneer of women’s 
liberation
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
Big pharma and 
Covid‑19—how Johnson’s 
mob screwed us
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
HARLOW
Why and how workers 
can change the world
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

HOME COUNTIES
Booklaunch: Rebellious 
Daughters of History
Thu 9 Sep, 6.30pm
992-204-9372 
HUDDERSFIELD
How do we beat Johnson’s 
‘culture war’?
Wed 8 Sep, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Stonewall was a riot! The 
radical roots of Pride
Thu 9 Sep, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Covid, capitalism 
and disability
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
881-4770-0676

LONDON: HACKNEY
Decolonising the curriculum
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Can there be a progressive 
patriotism?
Thu 16 Sep, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 8 Sep, 
7.30pm
543-023-057

LONDON:WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
After the IPCC report—
can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
867-8194-6099
MANCHESTER
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 8 Sep, 7.15pm
323-178-7151 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Can a progressive alliance 
beat the Tories?
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
After the Unite general 
secretary election—how 
can we rebuild our unions?
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Climate change, 
anti‑racism and refugees
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
902-964-963
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Stonewall was a riot—
the radical roots of 
LGBT+ liberation
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

BRADFORD
Thu 9 Sep, 7.30pm
885-9187-7552

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 9 Sep, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749

EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 8 Sep, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
431-459-112

GLASGOW
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
879-2402-3259

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 8 Sep, 7pm
288-098-8827

NORWICH
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
906-652-5299

OXFORD & THAMES 
VALLEY
Wed 8 Sep, 7pm
861-2001-6477

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 8 Sep, 7.30pm
488-934-2809

WALES
Wed 15 Sep, 7pm
902 964 963

WIGAN
Thu 9 Sep, 7pm
872-5136-9540

George Bush and Tony Blair at Camp David, in 2003, where they plotted to invade Iraq

20 years after 9/11  
War, resistance and the 
failures of imperialism

Socialist Worker  1 September 2021
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Bush’s thirst for Afghanistan 
war—as told in his own words
Featuring interviews with George Bush and his closest advisers, this BBC 
documentary reveals how they thirsted for war—and why, writes Nick Clark
ONCE YOU get past the fawning 
over George Bush, 9/11—Inside 
the President’s War Room is an 
insight into a wounded imperial 
power.

This documentary tells the story 
of the 11 September attacks through 
interviews with then president Bush 
and his team. It also shows just how 
quickly Bush decided on war in 
Afghanistan.

One thing that shines through 
repeatedly is how stunned they were 
that anyone had dared to strike at 
them.

A shadow of what the US’s wars 
look like had momentarily been 
forced onto the US itself. This was an 
attack the US’s rulers felt very keenly 
as a blow to the image of their global 
dominance.

They almost seem to view the 
attack on the Pentagon—the 
 headquarters of the US defence 
department—as more significant 
than that on the World Trade Centre.

One aide remembers Bush 
 declaring, “The mightiest building in 
the world is on fire.”

Bush himself says the bombing of 
the Pentagon is the moment that the 
attacks became “a declaration of war.”

In fact, it’s Bush who decides 
almost immediately that he’s going 
to declare war.

Aides recall debating whether 
Bush’s address that night should 
focus on reassurance or promises of 
retaliation. 

In particular, former secretary of 
state Condoleezza Rice remembers 
questioning whether the line “We will 
make no distinction between the ter-
rorist who committed these acts and 
those who harbour them,” should 
appear in the speech.

Adamant
She knows it will mean war in 
Afghanistan. Bush is adamant that 
it should. He talks about how much 
he looked forward to the prosect of 
bombing back.

He laughs at how he felt just hours 
after the attack. “One thing on the to 
do list was kick their ass,” he says. “I 
didn’t know who they were yet.”

Now, he’s asked whether he thinks 
his wars made the world a safer 
place. He doesn’t quite answer.

“There weren’t any more attacks 
on America,” he says, presumably 
because that’s all that really mat-
ters to him. “We’ll let history sort all 
that out—I’m comfortable with the 
 decisions I made.”

History is sorting all that out 
now—and you’d hope it makes Bush 
feel a little more than uncomfortable.
9/11—Inside the President’s War Room 
is available now on BBC iPlayer

SOAUD (RIGHT) and her sister Rabab 

Souad—coming of age in Egypt
FILM
SOUAD
Dir: Ayten Amin  
In cinemas now

SOUAD IS a 19 year old living in 
the small city of Zagazig, Egypt. 

We first meet her on a bus, 
telling a woman next to her about 
her fiance. He’s an army officer 
in Sinai who she worries about 
when she watches the news. 

Minutes later, there’s a new 
woman sitting next to her. This 
time when she talks about him, 
he is a surgeon living in Cairo. 

It’s quickly apparent that these 
stories are her ideas of what 
ordinary relationships are like. 

The personas she creates give 
her a sense of control. 

In reality, the relationship 
she has with a man is one of 

frustration, as she watches 
his social media videos while 
waiting for his phone calls and 
replies to messages. 

When hanging out with friends 
and little sister Rabab, the 
young women laugh about their 
strict aunt. Souad makes a witty 
remark about excusing herself 
from prayers because she has her 
period.

Then, an unexpected event 
shakes the family. 

From now on the story focuses 
on Rabab and Souad’s illusive 
boyfriend, Ahmed.

Ahmed lives a contrasted 
life amid the wide streets of 
metropolitan Alexandria. 

He and his friends are 
seemingly free from the 
conversativism which sees 
Souad and her sister following 
paths already laid out for them. 

His position as a man affords 
him greater control over his 
choices—something he tests the 
boundaries of. 

In interviews, director Ayten 
Amin says she wanted to create 
a documentary feel, achieved 
through handheld shots and 
engulfing sounds of a living city. 

The film feels connected to the 
lives of many young people and 
has a universal coming of age 
appeal. 

Above all the story speaks 
to young women. It paints a 
portrait of sisterhood, and 
the bond between two sisters 
growing up within the traditions 
of faith and family. 

In this restrictive context 
Souad and Rabab try to find 
an identity they can claim for 
themselves.
Blythe Taylor

FILM 
PROSPECT
Available now on Amazon Prime 
Video

HERALDED AS the best 
indie sci-fi since Moon, 
Prospect is smart, 
entertaining and a treat for 
the eyes.

A teenage girl and her 
father travel to a remote 
alien moon, aiming to 
strike it rich. 

They’ve secured a 
contract to harvest elusive 
gems hidden in the depths 
of the moon’s toxic forest. 

But there are others 
roving the wilderness and 
the job quickly devolves 
into a fight to survive. 

Forced to contend not 
only with the forest’s other 
ruthless inhabitants, but 
with her own father’s 
judgment, the girl must 
carve her own path to 
escape. 

BOOK
PALESTINIAN TALES
By Alan Dent 
Otium Press

THIS IS a collection of 
short stories set in British-
madate era Palestine. They 
cover the run up to Britain’s 
withdrawal from Palestine 
and the creation of Israel—
known to Palestinians as the 
Nakba.

Prospect

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 A Rebel’s Guide to 
George Orwell
John Newsinger

2  Vygotsky, Education 
and Revolution
Shirley Franklin

3  The Dialectics of Art
John Molyneux

4 The Missing: The True 
Story of My Family in 
World War II
Michael Rosen

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels
Camilla Royle

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
You can visit the Bookmarks 
shop at 1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London WC1B 3QE
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D
O N ’ T  b e 
conned by 
the imperial-
ist feminists 
who justify 
the US inva-

sion of Afghanistan and 
help to perpetuate the 
oppression of Afghan 
women. 

It’s fiction that most 
Afghan women’s l ives 
improved dur ing  the 
20 years  of  the cor-
rupt US-backed puppet 
government.

T h o s e  w h o  c l a i m 
 otherwise have based their 
evidence on life in areas of 
Kabul where a small number 
of women accessed educa-
tion and employment oppor-
tunities. Their “evidence” is 
a handful of largely cosmetic 
measures. 

The Bonn Agreement in 
2001 set out a plan for gov-
erning Afghanistan, which 
enshrined the idea of wom-
en’s participation. The Afghan 
constitution guaranteed 
20  percent female representa-
tion in the Loya Jirga assembly.

In 2002, then  president 
Hamid Karzai signed a 
Declaration of the Essential 
Rights of Afghan Women. This 
promised women civil rights, 
access to education and choice 
over what to wear. 

Such measures justified 
international support for the 
regime and kept aid money 
gushing into the banks of 
Karzai’s corrupt government. 
But they meant little to the 
majority of Afghan women.

The UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (Unama) reported 
in 2009, “The current reality is 
that the lives of Afghan women 
were seriously compromised 
by violence and women were 
denied their most fundamental 
human rights”.

In the same year the Afghan 
government passed a law requir-
ing Afghan women to obey their 
husbands in sexual matters, vio-
lating the country’s constitution. 

Despite the talk of an increase  
the number of girls in educa-
tion, Afghan women today  
have the lowest literacy rate in 
the world, and the worst dispar-
ity with men. Among Afghans 
aged 15-24, 50 percent of men 
are  literate compared to just 
18  percent of women.

O
THER Unama 
r e p o r t s 
 published dur-
ing the 20 years 
of US occupa-
tion found that 

early marriage and frequent 
pregnancy led to maternal 
mortality rates of 1,900 per 
100,000. This is one of the 
highest in the world.

Afghanistan spent just 
0.6  percent of its GDP on 
health—the average for South 
Asia was 5 percent—and the life 
expectancy of Afghan women is 
just 44.

The government passed the 
Elimination of Violence against 
Women law in 2009. But six 
years later the Unama reported 

that Afghan women were 
 regularly attacked and killed for 
holding jobs considered disre-
spectful to traditional practices 
or “un-Islamic”.

Rape was also widespread 
and its perpetrators were often 
above the law. And women’s 
economic vulnerability left 
many trapped in abusive rela-
tionships, leading to record 
levels of self-immolation.

In December 2018, Time 
 magazine  reported that 

Afghanistan was still the worst 
place in the world to be a 
woman. 

A female Afghani diplomat 
told the paper, “Supporting 
women in Afghanistan is 
 something people from all over 
the world pay lip service to, 
but money and aid never get to 
them. It’s eaten by corruption, 
and the monster of war.”

Paper commitments to 
 women’s rights provided a 
 failing regime with legitimacy in 

the eyes of its foreign  backers, 
but not in the eyes of the women 
of Afghanistan.

Back in the late nineteenth 
century, European colonialists 
justified imperialism by  claiming 
that the West was superior, 
modern and  progressive and 
that the East was inferior and 
backward. 

Britain invaded and occupied 
Egypt in 1882 to seek access to 
the Suez Canal. But the com-
mander of operations Lord 
Cromer claimed to be liberat-
ing women from the “degrada-
tion” of Islam. He insisted that 
Egyptians must be “persuaded 
or forced to imbibe the true 
spirit of Western Civilisation”.

Yet Lord Cromer was a 
founding member and presi-
dent of the National League for 
Opposing Women’s Suffrage. 

Even some British feminists 
echoed the ideas of racial and 
cultural superiority in sup-
port of the British empire. 
Suffragettes Emmeline and 
Christabel Pankhurst sus-
pended their militant female 
suffrage campaign to support 
the First World War. 

Emmeline declared, “Some 
talk about the empire and 
imperialism as it if were 
 something to decry and be 
ashamed of. It is a great thing 
to be the inheritors of an 
empire like ours, great in terri-

tory, great in potential wealth.”

A
L L  c o l o n i a l 
 powers claimed 
the same right 
to impose values 
on women. Veils 
were ceremo-

nially burnt by the French 
forces who occupied Algeria. 

Emmanuel Macron’s current 
government still promotes an 
idea of “Frenchness” based on 
the exclusion of Muslims. But 
“colonial feminism” was a false 
feminism that offered no hope 
of real change to women. 

In November 2001 Laura 
Bush, the wife of then US pres-
ident George Bush, stated, 
“Because of our recent military 
gains in much of Afghanistan, 
women are no longer impris-
oned in their homes. The fight 
against terrorism is also a fight 
for the rights of women.”

The idea that US mili-
tary power was being used in 
the noble cause of women’s 
 freedom was echoed by a layer 
of so-called feminists includ-
ing Cherie Blair and Hilary “the 
Hawk” Clinton. 

The Feminist  Majority 
Foundation in the US cheered 
on the “Coalition of Hope”.

And the West is not  innocent 
when it comes to violence 
against women, or political 
and social inequality. In the US 
some 1,500 women a year are 
killed in “crimes of passion”.

War is incompatible with 
women’s rights—it means the 
deaths of women and their 
 families, and the destruction of 
vital infrastructure. 

An example from Afghanistan 
that illustrates the impact of war 
on women is the Wech Baghtu 
airstrike. On 3 November 2008, 
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FEMINISM, 
BOMBS AND 
LIBERATION
Lies are being spun that most Afghan women’s lives 
improved under the US occupation. Judy Cox explores 
the reality for Afghan women after 20 years of war

a US bombing of the village 
wedding party resulted in the 
deaths of 37 Afghan women and 
children.

As veteran US peace activist 
Tom Hayden wrote, “It’s hard 
to think that Afghan women 
can be liberated by an invading, 
bombing, imprisoning American 
army. It’s hard to believe 
that Predator drones, Special 
Forces, detention camps and 
foreign occupiers are solutions 
to Taliban fundamentalism.”

Pentagon feminists cuddle 
up to repressive regimes such 
as Saudi Arabia, while cyni-
cally manipulating the language 
of women’s rights to  justify 
 military interventions.

The imperial feminist agenda 
is also promoted by Western 
corporations seeking publicity 
and new markets. 

In 2009, Revlon and L’Oreal 
raised just under £550,000 to 
launch Beauty without Borders 
in Afghanistan.

A woman running the 
 program said, “When I first 
came to Kabul, I was shocked 
at what these women did to 
their hair and faces. They used 
 buckets from nearby wells to 
rinse their hair.” 

Afghan women may have 
preferred clean water to  lipstick 
liberation, but they weren’t 
consulted. 

F
EMINISM backed by 
military invasion and 
corporate feminism 
work manicured 
hand in glove. They 
both made it harder 

for women to organise and 
fight for their own interests.

Imperialist feminists have 
colluded in designating Afghan 
sons, brothers and fathers as the 
enemy. 

Left wing feminist Gayatri 
Spivak observed that coloni-
alism is justified by the idea 
that “white men must rescue 
brown women from brown 
men”. When this excuse is used, 
women are disempowered and 
men are dehumanised

But Afghan women are not 
passive victims waiting to be 
rescued by US bombs. 

Miriam Rawi is a member of 
The Revolutionary Association 
of the Women of Afghanistan, 
which opposed the Taliban 
government and US military 
intervention. 

She argues, “The ‘war on 
terror’ and the ‘liberation of 
Afghan women’ were more 
lies to cover the many hidden 
agendas of US  imperialism in 
Afghanistan.” Intersectional 

feminism over the last 20 years 
has seen many more people 
become aware of the necessity 
to take up issues such as race 
alongside gender.

Although intersectionality  
as a theory has limitations, it’s 
important that more feminists 
now insist that factors such as 
race and imperialism cannot 
be separated from questions of 
women’s rights.

This is a positive  development 
to the battle for women’s liber-
ation. The next step is to carry 
this further to the questions of 
the centrality of class, and to 
discuss how race and gender are 
affected by it.

The road to liberation is 
not through bombs—but by 
the actions of the oppressed 
themselves.

Struggle from below may 
seem very hard in Afghanistan 
today, but imperialist femi-
nism will always be a barrier to 
women from fighting for libera-
tion. Building opposition to war 
and imperialism lifts this barrier.

Death from the 
air killed women 
and men (top) 
Most Afghans still 
faced desperate 
poverty during 
the occupation 
(above) Bottom 
Picture: Guy Smallman

War is not 
compatible with 
women’s rights. 
Women and their 
families die 

‘‘ 
Laura Bush tried to 
justify the war in 
Afghanistan

WOMEN SUFFERED from the actions of the US occupation  and the Afghan National Army                                                            Picture: Guy Smallman

Cambo—how the state 
greases the wheels of profit 

Why do politicians 
look set to allow a 
new oil drill off the 
coast of Scotland? 
Sophie Squire has the 
answer
THE SCIENCE could not be 
clearer—there can be no new 
oil and gas developments 
if there is any hope of 
keeping global temperature 
rises within 1.5 degrees. 

But this has not stopped 
moves to develop the 
Cambo oil field, situated 
west of the Shetland Isles, 
with construction looking 
to start next year. 

And while anger and 
opposition to the oil 
field is growing those 
in government are 
sidestepping responsibility 
for its construction. 

According to charity 
Greenpeace, the oil field could 
produce 255 million barrels 
of crude oil over its lifetime. 

This would emit an 
estimated 132 million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions 
into the atmosphere. 

The opening of this oil 
field would make utterly 
ridiculous every statement 
made by the Tories that they 
are taking steps to mediate 
against the climate crisis. 

And it would almost 
certainly make the promise 
to achieve net zero by 
2050, which is already 
too late, impossible. 

Shirked
Scotland’s first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon has 
shirked the responsibility 
for Cambo, claiming the 
decision is Westminster’s. 

The Tories have only 
hinted that they would 
support the construction. 

Boris Johnson says 
that there was “a contract 
that was signed in 2001 
and we can’t just tear up 
contracts, there is a process 
to be gone through”. 

So who is really calling 
the shots about Cambo 
and its construction? 

A spokesperson for the 
government’s Department 
of Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy tried 
to answer this question 
by saying that the “final 

consent for preparatory 
work at the Cambo field 
must first be granted by the 
Oil and Gas Authority. 

“Without this consent, 
the work cannot commence. 
Ministers are not involved 
in this process.”

The Oil and Gas Authority 
is a government body that 
describes itself as working 
“with the industry and 
government on the economic 
recovery of UK oil and gas.” 

It’s just one example 
of a section of the state 
that is unelected and 
unaccountable yet is able to 
wield considerable power 
and make critical decisions.

And of course big 
business is always looking 
to influence the decisions 
made by the state. 

Only this year oil and 
gas linked companies 
and individuals gifted the 
Tory party £400,000 to 
try and win favours. 

Months later government 
ministers gave the go ahead 
for oil drillers to continue 
exploring the North Sea 
for new oil reserves.

It’s a glimpse into the 
relationship between 

businesses, politicians 
and the state.

Fossil fuel companies can’t 
operate without the support 
of nation states. Clearly, 
they need permission 
from governments 
to drill in territory 
claimed by the state. 

That permission in 
turn gives companies the 
legal right to carry on 
with their destruction—
the “right” to rip oil out 
of the seabed then pollute 
the atmosphere with it. 

With that legal protection 
comes the physical protection 
of the military and police. 

Protect
They protect them against 
rival companies and states 
that might want to claim 
the oil for themselves, as 
well as activists that might 
want to disrupt the drilling.

That gives governments a 
degree of power. Sturgeon 
could intervene against the 
drilling if she wanted to.

But just as businesses 
depend on politicians, so do 
states depend on the bosses. 
Under capitalism the health 
of the economy—and tax 
income—relies on businesses’ 
ability to keep making profits.

That explains why 
governments always seem 
to act in the interests of the 
fossil fuel industry—even 
if it threatens the future of 
the whole of humanity.

The often cosy, always 
co-dependent, relationship 
between governments and 
oil bosses reflects the needs 
of a system built on profit, 
not people or the planet.

ACTIVISTS CONFRONT a ship contracted by oil 

Fossil fuel 
companies can’t 
operate without 
the support of 
nation states
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Climate change and the Madagascar famine
by CHARLIE KIMBER

CATASTROPHIC climate 
change means floods, drought, 
fires—and famine.

If you want to see what 
that means today, look at 
Madagascar, an island of 
nearly 30 million people off 
the coast of east Africa. It is 
the site of what aid organi-
sations are calling the first 
famine in modern history to 
be caused solely by climate 
change alone.

More than 1.1  million 
p e o p l e  i n  s o u t h e r n 
Madagascar are unable to 
feed themselves because the 
country is suffering from its 
most acute drought in four 
decades.

Looming
With the country’s regular 
pre-harvest “lean season” 
looming, many more are 
expected to face the threat of 
death through hunger in the 
coming months.

“ T h e s e  a r e  f a m i n e 
 conditions and they’re being 
driven by climate, not con-
flict,” said Shelley Thakral, 
senior communications spe-
cialist for the World Food 

Programme. “These people 
have done nothing to contrib-
ute to climate change. They 
don’t burn fossil fuels and yet 
they are bearing the brunt of 
climate change.”

At the start of this year, 
60 percent of the annual agri-
cultural harvests had already 
been destroyed in the south 
of Madagascar.

Over the past six years 

s o u t h e r n  M a d a g a s c a r 
ha s  expe r i enced  f i v e 
 below- average rainy seasons. 
The past two consecutive 
below-average seasons have 
led to a severe reduction in 
the  production of foods that 
are considered staples. 

In addition to the drought 
itself, the changed climate 
saw an influx of once rare 
locusts and sandstorms that 

end up devastating crops.
Dry conditions combined 

with high levels of soil ero-
sion and deforestation have 
 transformed areas that once 
produced abundant crops into 
a wasteland. Unprecedented 
sandstorms have also covered 
cropland making it unusable.

Children in Madagascar 
are forced to eat locusts 
and cactus leaves as the 

 climate-led famine worsens.
Over 40 percent of the 

 population is younger than 
15 years old, and children are 
even more vulnerable to the 
famine and disease sweeping 
parts of the country.

Climate change never 
hits everyone equally. Its 
effects are layered on to class 
 inequality and other divisions.

So it is not wholly true to 
say that the present famine 
is caused entirely by climate 
change.

The Madagascan ruling 
class is centred predominantly 
on the politically and econom-
ically advantaged highlanders 
of the central plateau.

Superior
The upper strata of this group 
have imagined themselves as 
superior to those living on the 
coast and in the south.

The areas most hit by 
drought and famine have 
long been marginalised by 
the central government. They 
lack much of the basic infra-
structure of schools, medical 
facilities and roads.

And that means they are 
hit harder by crop failures.  

The way the world’s ruling 
classes have handled the 

Covid-19 pandemic has also 
seen steep rises in food prices. 
Instead of a planned response 
to make sure  everyone had 
enough to eat, food is left to 
market mechanisms.

Lockdowns, hoarding and 
transport disruption then 
enable producers—often 
giant agribusinesses—to force 
through price rises. Many 
basic food costs are up nearly 
a third in the last 18 months. 

A recent report from the 
Oxfam charity showed that 
the number of people facing 
severe hunger around the 
world has increased sixfold 
from the end of 2019 to June 
2021.  

The starving people of 
Madagascar cannot afford to 
buy the food that is available.

There can be, and must be, 
immediate measures to save 
lives in Madagascar. 

But unless there is urgent 
action to halt climate change, 
large parts of the country will 
become uninhabitable due to 
climate change. 

Madagascar is another 
example of how the fight 
to stop climate destruc-
tion cannot be separated 
from class battles against 
 capitalism and its priorities.

MARISOA WITH her three children suffering from malnutrition     Picture: WFP/tsiory AndriAntsoArAnA

16 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker  1 September 2021



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

Workers want change, not compromises from union
SHARON Graham’s 
promises now need to 
be turned into action. 

There need to be 
more workers’ fights 
from below rather 
than concentrating on  
manoeuvres from the top.

Helen McFarlane 
is a Unite national 
executive council 
member for Scotland. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s a huge 
amount of work to be 
done. Some people join 

the union but aren’t 
active. It has to be a 
priority to engage them.

“I think this will be 
part of Graham’s vision 
to focus on the workplace 
and make it real for 
more people what a 
union is for and about.”

Helen hopes this 
victory will “attract bigger 
women’s membership 
to the union”.

“I’d also like to see 
much more transparency 
to move away from dodgy 

deals,” she added.
Joe said, “Next for 

the members has to 
be organising their 
workplaces. 

“Workers are going to 
get the backup that they 
deserve. There needs to 
be the determination to 
see conditions and wages 
improve.”

John thinks the result 
“is a wakeup call for the 
Labour Party”. “Graham’s 
manifesto said no more 
blank cheques to Labour. 

We need to remember it’s 
not MPs who save jobs or 
stop plants from closing.

“I think Graham will 
also build combines 
between sectors—we in 
the automotive industry 
can come together with 
road transport workers.

“With the gig 
economy, fire and rehire, 
precarious work and 
zero hour contacts, 
trade unions have never 
been more relevant 
than they are now.”

Jackie hopes to see 
“increased strikes and 
Unite members having 
more confidence to 
vote for them”.

“This rhetoric will 
be coming from the 
leadership and reflect 
the hopes of people on 
the left,” she said. “I 
don’t want leadership 
compromising.

“And I’d like Unite to be 
challenging the leadership 
of Labour with confidence 
to hold them to account.”

Where next after Sharon 
Graham’s victory in Unite?
After a win for the left in the Unite union general secretary election, workers 
spoke to Isabel Ringrose about their hope for change and how it can be won 

SHARON GRAHAM’S success in 
the Unite union general secretary 
election, announced last week, is 
a victory for the left. It is a sign 
Unite members want change from 
business as usual.

Right wing candidate Gerard 
Coyne came in last with 35,334 
votes. The continuity candidate Steve 
Turner took 41,833 votes. Graham 
won with 46,696 votes based on her 
“back to the workplace” campaign.

Lyn Allan Scott, chair of the Unite 
health branch at Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Glasgow, told Socialist 
Worker the result “has been a long 
time coming”.

Lyn voted for Graham because “she 
builds activism from the ground up.”

“Reps will now be trained and sup-
ported in the  workplace.” she added. 

“That’s the key going  forward—to 
make people feel supported and that 
everything is achievable.

“Graham’s l istening to her 
 members. Without members the 
union is nothing. I’ve been feeling 
like I haven’t been listened to for a 
long time.”

Jackie Applebee, chair of Doctors 
in Unite, agreed. “It’s brilliant to 
have a general secretary who is a 
woman and someone rooted in the 
 workforce,” she said.

During the election Graham came 
under sustained pressure to capitu-
late to Turner’s campaign. Graham 
was accused of “splitting the left vote” 
and clearing the way for Coyne.

But not only did the majority of 
votes go towards her and the left, but 
workers made it clear they want a dif-
ferent type of leadership.

Jed Ellis works at the Rolls-Royce 
aerospace plant in Bristol. He said, 
“I think the rank and file have been 
slightly repressed within the union.

“Now the front line will be in the 
workplaces with reps speaking to 

activists, not in the office talking 
about television deals.

“It’ll start slow, but I think this will 
attract a lot more younger people. We 
can show the power of a rank and 
file movement—and Unite should be 
encouraging this.”

Joe Pisani from Unite’s Greater 
Glasgow Electrical Plumbing and 
Mechanical branch told Socialist 
Worker he is “overjoyed that the rank 
and file backed the right person.”

“I think Graham will make real 
change and people are ready for it,” 
he said.

“I’m more enthused than I’ve ever 
been knowing fresh ideas are coming 

to the forefront. It’ll lead the union 
back to what it should be—fighting 
for workers.”

John Cooper, the Unite convenor of 
Vauxhall Motors branch in Ellesmere 
Port, said the win was “fantastic”. 
“Back to the workplace’ resonated so 
well with people when campaigning,” 
he said. “It’s about class action—the 
need for struggle and fighting back.

“Now we need to win over 
 non-unionised workers who feel 
 disenfranchised. An example to aim 
at is hospitality. It’s one of the biggest 
growing sectors and least unionised.

Lyn added, “Some who had never 
been involved with a campaign 

before couldn’t have been more active 
in Graham’s.

“People had drive. We can’t lose 
momentum.”

Workers need to use Graham’s win 
to raise the level of resistance to the 
bosses and Tories. Who is at the top 
of the union makes a difference. But 
the general secretary is not the most 
important person. 

Rank and file Unite members, the 
strength of their organisation and 
whether they fight are what matters.

Independent organisation of 
 workers at the base is the key both to 
winning against the bosses and  putting 
pressure on the union leadership.

WORKERS PROTESTING last week at Royal London hospital. Struggle from below is the key     Picture: Guy Smallman

The political 
issues are 
so central
THERE IS a risk that 
Sharon’s Graham’s 
focus on the workplaces 
could become a retreat 
from wider politics. 
And throughout her 
campaign, Graham has 
been reserved on some 
political issues.

Jed said, “More could 
be put forward for 
things like green jobs 
and infrastructure. And 
more support for issues 
like Black Lives Matter.

“This is an important 
dynamic for the union—
if Unite can be really 
strong on these issues 
it can be a platform 
which everyone feels 
comfortable in. These 

topics are really 
important in society.”

Jed added that BLM, 
green jobs, LGBT+ 
rights and other social 
and political issues are 
things a union “should 
be involved in and 
supporting on marches 
in the streets.”

“Unite banners 
should be at the front 
of protests, not the 
back—hopefully under 
Graham we will see this 
happen,” he said.

Jackie added, “To 
hold the government to 
account with struggle 
can make a difference. 

“Mass struggle 
on the streets and 
workplaces can 
have a meaningful 
contribution to the 
fight against climate 
change, for instance.”

“We need to invite 
Graham to speak at 
meetings or on demos 
and be engaged with 
the street movements,” 
thinks Jackie.

“Unite has to be 
centrally involved in 
struggles that impact 
workers’ lives, such as 
racism, the pandemic 
and climate change.”

Sharon Graham
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Lorry crisis 
is a chance 
to drive up 
workers’ pay
Bosses are already under pressure—
giving drivers even more power to 
win, argues Isabel Ringrose
THE HUGE shortage of lorry 
drivers is a chance for trade 
unions to put serious pressure 
on bosses to improve pay and 
conditions for their members.

Britain currently has a  shortage 
of some 100,000 lorry drivers, 
which has caused chaos for profits. 
Food supplies are down,  builders 
can’t access materials, and the 
money‑making Christmas supply 
chain is under threat.

But the shortage is no accident, 
as migrant workers have left Britain 
during the pandemic, and after the 
Tories used Brexit to attack their 
rights. Appalling pay structures, 
holiday time, sick pay and working 
conditions also mean lorry drivers 
are walking away.

Multinational companies have 
driven down supply chain costs over 
the years.

In Britain, tax legislation reform 
has drastically reduced incomes for 
agency workers, and backlogs at 
testing centres have prevented new 
drivers from training. 

The government wants to 
 introduce a temporary stopgap so 
that drivers from EU countries can 
be given temporary visas. 

But this won’t solve the crisis 
in the long run—changes need to 
be made to address why so many 
 workers are unhappy. 

As supplies run lower, workers 
have an opportunity to squeeze 
their bosses who are already  looking 
desperate. 

Disruption
Any further disruption to supply 
chains would leave bosses even 
more vulnerable—and workers with 
the power. 

Already last week Yodel lorry 
drivers were balloted over strikes 
by GMB union. More than 250 HGV 
drivers are set to vote on industrial 
action over pay and conditions in a 
ballot that closes on 15 September.

Industrial action could take place 
during Yodel’s busiest period in the 
lead up to Christmas. 

Work/ l i f e  ba lance ,  pay , 
 outstanding annual leave payments, 
lack of pay enhancements and broken 

agreements around holiday pay and 
sick leave have angered workers.

And the IWGB union has 
 threatened posh delivery firm Ocado 
with strikes over poor pay.

Booker Retail Partners has been 
accused of bypassing negotiations 
made with Unite union by propos‑
ing a pay offer directly to workers. 

The drivers would receive a £70 
per week uplift for all HGV driv‑
ers, £1,000 bonus in December, 
£1,000 bonus in March and £1,500 
 signing‑on bonus.

Yet this falls short of the  settlement 
for Unite’s drivers at Booker’s depot 
in Hemel Hempstead, won in July. 

Dramatically
They should have received a £5 an 
hour increase in pay, but will now see 
their pay fall dramatically instead.

And over 40 Unite members at a 
depot in Thamesmead, south east 
London are balloting for action to 
win a similar uplift to the Hemel 
Hempstead workforce.

Mass coordinated strikes and 
workers’ actions could win much 
needed improvements in the 
industry. 

While bosses are on their knees 
worrying over Christmas shortages 
and profits, strikes can fight for and 
win better pay.

More disruption to supply chains 
will mean an extra hit to the bosses’ 
profits. This opportunity must not 
be missed for lorry drivers who have 
suffered reduced pay and worse 
conditions over many years.

BACK STORY
Up to 15,000 European haulage 
workers have left Britain in 
the last year amid the Tories’ 
clampdown on migrants
lTerrible conditions, long hours, 
poor pay and lack of facilities are 
all factors as to why workers are 
leaving the industry
lEven before the pandemic 
began there was already a 
shortage of around 60,000 
HGV drivers

MANY LORRY drivers have left Britain 

Labour Party is timid on benefits cut 
that will leave the poorest to struggle
AS MILLIONS of people are set to 
lose £20 a week from their Universal 
Credit (UC) claims, Boris Johnson 
could only snort with contempt.

Questioned about the cut, 
Johnson said, “I prefer people to 
see their wages rise through their 
efforts rather than taxation of 
other people, rather than welfare.”

Meanwhile, the 2.3 million 
claimants and their families are 
in fear, wondering how they will 
cope. Around half them are in 
work but on low wages.

The cut will affect 6 million 
people and hurl at least 500,000 
into poverty—many of them 
children. The scheme, introduced 
at the start of the pandemic, 
officially ends on 6 October.

However, the exact date the 
money stops being paid will vary.

For some people, this will mean 
the last higher rate payment will 
be at the end of September.

Few will be surprised by callous 
Tories.

But what of Keir Starmer’s 
Labour? The party recently 
announced what it would do with 
the UC system. Labour’s old policy 
was to scrap the benefit which has 
lurched from crisis to crisis since it 
was trialled in 2015.

But eager to show how 
much the party has changed 
since Jeremy Corbyn, Labour’s 
welfare chief Jonathan Reynolds 
announced a different approach. 
The benefit will be “renamed”.

To be fair to the shadow 
secretary for work and pensions, 
he did say he would have a good 
look at the “taper rate.” This 
currently takes away 63p of UC for 
every £1 a claimant earns in a job.

But he stopped short of saying 
what Labour’s new taper rate 
would be, mumbling something 
about needing to do some sums 
nearer the time. Reynolds says he 
is very angry about the £20 cut, 
and that Labour opposes it.

Quizzed
But when quizzed on what a 
Labour government would do to 
reverse the cut, again, he could 
only mutter something about more 
sums nearer the time.

Reynolds told the Mirror 
newspaper, “The overall level of 
any benefit I can only set out before 
an election. I can’t give a specific 
commitment on that at this stage.”

Labour’s feeble response to the 
crisis surrounding UC will be no 
use to people such as Tracey.

She lost her job at the start of 
the pandemic and had to claim the 
benefit for herself and her young 
child. “I had to take payment 
holidays on my loan and credit 
cards,” she told a reporter.

“I was hoping a suitable job 
would come up I could fit around 
my son. Nothing did, but I was 
offered a role as a carer, which 
allows me £160 a month through 
Universal Credit.”

“I live on a strict budget, which 
we’ve had to get used to,” she said. 
“My worry is that I’m now going to 
lose some of my Universal Credit 
allowance.”

Tracey says she has nothing of 
value left as she has no car and her 
TV is rented. Dan Paskins, director 
of the charity Save the Children, 
said, “The £20 increase has been a 
lifeline for many families.

“Parents we work with tell us 
that they’re relying on the extra 
£20 per week to buy essentials like 
food and clothes for their children.”

Labour should be turning 
Tracey’s case—and those of 
millions just like her—into a 
battering ram against the Tories.

Instead timidity, and fear of the 
left, means the best it can offer is a 
“re‑badged” system.
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   Resistance needed  
as council cuts loom 
COUNCILS IN England, 
Wales and Scotland face 
huge budget deficits of 
almost £3 billion for the 
next financial year. 

The analysis, published by 
the Unison union last week, 
underlines the necessity of 
councils fighting against the 
government and not meekly 
passing on cuts.

The record shortfall in 
2022-23 will lead to ser-
vice and staff cuts at local 
 authorities across Britain.

Hampshire county council 
faces £66 million cuts next 
year. 

Eight libraries across the 
county have already closed 
within the past year, at 
the cost of 50 jobs, and the 
county’s remaining library 
opening hours have been 
 significantly reduced.

Poverty
Hackney council in east 
London faces an £11 million 
deficit in a borough where 
48 percent of children live in 
poverty. 

Teaching assistant jobs 
have been cut during several 
school restructures over the 
past year.

Cheshire West and Chester 
council is expected to find 
another £26 million cuts. 

This is despite axing social 
care services by closing three 
respite centres. The move 
slashed 95 beds and 98 jobs.

Unison general  secretary 
Christina McAnea said, 
“These counci l - funding 
 shortfalls will result in cuts 
that are likely to hit the 
 poorest in society hardest.

“Children struggling in 
class won’t be able to get the 
extra help they need to suc-
ceed. Families of the elderly 

and people needing support 
will be denied the services on 
which so many of them rely.

“Access to parks, libraries 
and community facilities are 
at serious risk of being taken 
away.

“The government must 
step up and help local coun-
cils desperately trying to keep 
afloat.”

It ’s  r ight to demand 
more resources from the 
 government. But that won’t 

happen without a fightback 
by workers, and councils 
defying the Tories.

Counc i l  f und ing  in 
Scotland and Wales is a 
devolved issue.

But here too the Scottish 
National Party and Labour 
governments have cut  council 
finding.

Year after year there are 
alarms about council cuts. 
But the resistance is weak.

This has to stop.

TRANSPORT

Sainsbury lorry drivers  
move towards pay fight
SAINSBURY’S STORES in 
London and the south east 
of England could come 
under pressure as DHL lorry 
drivers at the supermarket’s 
Dartford distribution 
centre fight over pay.

The Unite union held a 
consultative strike action 
ballot of HGV drivers at 
the site over a 1 percent 
pay offer put forward 
by the very profitable 
logistics company. 

The ballot of around 
200 drivers resulted 
in a 98 percent vote in 
favour of taking industrial 
action, including strikes.

DHL is contracted to 
run Sainsbury’s Dartford 
regional distribution centre, 
including driving and 
warehouse operations.  

Unite regional officer Phil 
Silkstone said, “National 
HGV driver shortages are 
all over the news, so how 

DHL thought it was going to 
get away with an insulting 
offer of a 1 percent pay 
rise is beyond me. 

“Our members have 
signalled that they are 
willing to strike and we 
will now be moving to 
open a formal industrial 
action ballot.”

nPARKING wardens 
in Westminster in 
central London are set 
to strike over a freeze 
in their allowances. 

An outstanding 100 
percent of workers on 
an 80 percent turnout 
voted to reject a new offer 
brought to them by their 
bosses, NSL parking. 

The parking wardens 
have been offered a 
measly extra 21 pence 
per hour which, due to 
rises in inflation, would 
mean a real terms loss.

WORKERS IN Sandwell, West Midlands, are continuing their battle against fire and rehire

Vote coming 
at the DVLA
WORKERS AT the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency 
(DVLA) in Swansea have 
been voting on whether to 
continue their strikes.

The ballot was set to end 
on Friday of this week.

The members of the PCS 
union are in a long running 
battle over coronavirus safety. 

The vote comes as 
workers in the Drivers 
Medical department ended 
a month-long strike. 

The department, which 
processes applications for 
renewed driving licences, 
has a major backlog.

Bosses want to drive 
workers back to their offices, 
despite rising infections. 

The PCS says there have 
been at least 698 infections 
at the DVLA offices since 
the pandemic began.

Covid rates in Wales are 
now at their highest since the 
peak in January and Swansea 
has the highest infection 
rates in the whole country.

Solidarity for 
Paul Holmes
SUPPORTERS OF victimised 
union rep Paul Holmes are 
calling on trade unionists to 
join a solidarity lobby at the 
start of his disciplinary hearing.

Paul’s bosses at Kirklees 
council suspended him in 
November 2019. As branch 
secretary of Kirklees Unison, 
Paul has led strikes and 
campaigns against council cuts. 
There were four ballots among 
Kirklees workers resisting cuts 
and bullying at the time that 
Paul was suspended.

Now—after a 15 month 
investigation—Paul’s 
disciplinary hearing is set to 
begin on Monday of next week.

His supporters have 
organised a lobby in 
Huddersfield, and an online 
rally for those who can’t attend.
lLobby Paul’s hearing 9-10am 
Mon 6 September, The Clarion, 
Cedar Court Hotel, Ainsley Top, 
Huddersfield HD3 3RH. Or join 
a Zoom rally, 9am, Monday 6 
September at  
bit.ly/PaulHolmesZoom

Scottish council workers 
start strike vote on pay
SECTIONS OF Unison 
union members working 
in Scotland’s 32 councils 
began a strike ballot 
over pay this week.

The union is balloting  
waste and recycling services, 
school cleaning, catering, 
and janitorial services.

Cosla, the umbrella 
body representing council 
employers, had previously 
offered staff earning 
less than £25,000 a flat 
rate rise of £800. 

Recently Cosla came back 
with a revised offer of £850. 

This works out as just 
an additional 97p per week 
on top of the first offer.

Johanna Baxter, Unison 
Scotland’s head of local 
government, said, “Without 
these workers going above 

and beyond to keep services 
running during the past 
year, their colleagues in 
the NHS would have been 
left without childcare. 

“Our mortuaries would 
have been overwhelmed, our 
children would have been 
left without an education 
and our elderly would have 
been left without care.”

She added that to date 
they have received no 
reward or recognition of 
their efforts at all, which is 
“simply not good enough”.

Workers must now 
campaign to deliver a big 
Yes vote for strikes.

They must then fight to 
make sure the union leaders 
call action immediately 
and the sections on 
strike are not isolated. 

SCOTRAIL workers 
held another solid 
strike last Sunday.

The RMT union said 
the six month fight for 
pay justice and equality 
continues and that 
conductors have voted by 
80 percent to continue 
their action in a reballot.

Ticket examiners 
are also reballoting.

nUSDAW UNION members 
at BCM Fareva struck 
on Monday—the fifth 
stoppage in two months.

The Nottingham-based 
manufacturer of consumer 
pharma and beauty products 
for brands such as Boots and 
The Body Shop is threatening 
workers with fire and rehire.

nTHE 140 bin workers in 
Bexley have returned to work 
after weeks of strikes. The 
Unite union has made a deal 
with outsourcers Serco.

Workers have voted in 
favour of the new deal but 
are waiting for Serco to fulfil 
its promises before calling 
an official end to strikes.

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERSVICTIMISATION

ROUND-UP

ROYAL PARKS

SCOTLAND

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Royal Parks cleaners end 
strike with strong rally
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
working at Royal Parks in 
central London protested 
alongside their supporters 
at Speakers’ Corner on 
Monday to round off 
a two-week strike. 

The cleaners—members 
of the PCS and UVW 
unions—work for private 
contractor Just Ask Services. 

They are fighting against 

possible job cuts later this 
year, and are demanding 
the same sick pay, maternity 
pay, annual leave, and 
pension entitlement as 
workers employed directly.

lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/donate-royal-parks 
Messages of support to 
outsourcedworkers@pcs.
org.uk

Rallying on Monday                                                                       Picture: Guy Smallman 
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A ROOF blown off of a building in New Orleans by Hurricane Ida blocked the city roads on Monday

THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
FUELS HURRICANES
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

H U R R I CA N E  I DA h a s 
 spread panic across the US 
Gulf Coast as 150 mile an 
hour winds and torrential 
rains lashed the state of 
Louisiana.

It used to be rare for a 
storm to intensify into a 
 hurricane in just six hours.

But that is what  happened. 
And, global  warming is 
making the  process, known 
as “rapid intensification”, 
both more deadly and more 
frequent.

Warmer sea  temperatures 
are the crucial ingredient 
driving the change. They 
are yet another sign of why 
we need the most drastic 
of measures to stop more 
 climate change.

Ida was a  category four 
hurricane, one below the 
highest level.

But, as Socialist Worker 
went to press, it had at points 
reached the same strength as 
Hurricane  Katrina. This dev-
astated much of New Orleans 
in 2005, killing 1,800 people.

Just as then, motorways 
are at a standstill with thou-
sands of people desperately 
trying to heed orders to 
 evacuate. 

And, just as then, it is poor 
and black people who are 
most at risk of losing their 
homes—and their lives.

African Americans make 
up around 60 percent of the 
population of New Orleans, 
which was expected to be 
hardest hit.

Generations
And, generations of racism 
today mean there are six times 
as many African American 
households living in poverty 
there as in white households.

African Americans are three 
times more likely to be unem-
ployed than white people.

How these people are 
expected to “evacuate” is 
anyone’s guess.

But the plight of the 
 poorest is barely registering 
in media coverage. 

Pres ident  Joe Biden 
declared Hurricane Ida a 
“major disaster” and warned 
of immense devastation. 

But where is the federal gov-
ernment’s rescue  programme? 
One of the authorities’ first acts 
was to announce anti-looting 
measures.

In the days and weeks that 
follow, who will ensure that 
those who lost their homes 
are helped with the basics of 
shelter, food,  sanitation and 
electricity?

Some 16 years ago, these 
were some of the key gov-
ernmental failings in the 
 aftermath of Hurricane 

 Katrina. Many people are 
now asking what lessons were 
learned. Late last Sunday, 
power was completely cut off 
to the city, leaving thousands 
to suffer in darkness—reliant 
on generators, if they could 
afford them. 

Sewage pumping stations, 
which have no backup power, 
stopped working meaning no 
clean drinking water, and no 
water to flush toilets.

Power 
The power outages also led 
to fears that the pumps that 
are supposed to remove flood 
water could not run. 

There are also concerns 
about the state’s two nuclear 
power stations and various 
chemical plants.

And, this time around there 
is also a new  dimension—
Covid-19.

Hospitals in Louisiana are 
already filled with over 2,400 
patients with coronavirus, 
with the governor admit-
ting the state as in a “very 
 dangerous place with our 
hospitals”.

Evacuating hospitals, even 

those damaged by the hurri-
cane, was “never an option” 
because there are no facilities 
elsewhere with capacity.

Instead, hundreds of 
healthcare workers decided 
that rather than flee the 
storm, they would sleep at 
the hospital in order to take 
care of their patients.

Meanwhile, those who lose 
their houses are likely  to be 
forced to shelter together at 
close quarters, and this could 
raise infection levels still fur-
ther.  

Already healthcare  workers 
say the rapid spread of the 
virus in the Louisiana city of 
Lake Charles was worsened by 
the housing shortage caused 
by Hurricane Laura in 2020.

Nearly a year later, 
 residents remain displaced 
and are staying with friends 
where the virus can spread.

Hurricane Katrina was 
in 2006 a brutal reminder 
that your race and class can 
determine whether you will 
 survive the climate crisis. 

The system’s repeated 
 failures should drive us to 
overthrow it.

Hurricane Katrina—the ‘Superdome’ was a symbol of failure in 2006

In the weeks 
that follow, 
who will 
ensure people 
get the basics?

‘‘ 
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