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SCOTLAND 

A militant 
fight needed 
to win indyref
BORIS JOHNSON should 
be facing another crisis—
a determined battle for 
Scottish independence.

But the Scottish National 
Party (SNP), which won’t break 
from mainstream methods, is 
holding back any such fight. 

The Tories say no to another 
referendum, and the SNP 
 leaders stamp their feet but 
won’t call action to force one.

Thousands of people are 
set to march in Edinburgh 
this  Saturday calling for 
 independence.

The campaign must be linked 
to working class demands 
for an end to poverty, a fight 
against racism and to take the 

wealth off the rich and the 
 corporations.

It has to be linked to the 
urgent fight for action over 
 climate chaos. Instead of 
 seeking to unify all Scots, the 
movement has to be based on 
class  struggle.

It has to be carried forward 
through militant and disruptive 
methods, not by meek appeals 
to the Westminster  government 
or hoping for justice from the 
courts. 

And battles such as  removing 
Trident nuclear submarines 
and missiles should not be on 
hold until independence. They 
have to be fought now.
Join the Edinburgh march 
for independence, Saturday 
25 September, assemble Johnston 
Terrace early, leave 12.30pm, for a 
march to the Scottish  parliament. 
Called by All Under One Banner

Marching to pressure the SNP
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Britain’s biggest tobacco 
companies bribed Mugabe
A BBC Panorama inves-
t i g a t i o n  h a s  f o u n d 
evidence that suggests 
one of Britain’s biggest 
companies paid a bribe to 
the former Zimbabwean 
leader Robert Mugabe.

Documents show British 
American Tobacco (BAT) 
was involved in negotiations 
to pay up to £360,000 to 
Mugabe’s Zanu-PF party in 
2013.

This was the year he 
won an election partly by 
 unleashing systematic vio-
lence on the opposition and 
trade unions.

In Zimbabwe fighting the 
unregulated tobacco trade 
was outsourced to a South 
African private security com-
pany called Forensic Security 
Services (FSS).

Internal documents show 
in one operation, FSS staff 

were instructed to close 
down three cigarette facto-
ries run by BAT’s competitors 
in Zimbabwe.

FSS paid a local firm to 
conduct surveillance on a 
Savanna Tobacco factory in 
2012, but the company got 
caught.

Three of its directors were 

charged in connection with 
illegal surveillance. 

The arrests prompted 
the then president, Robert 
Mugabe, to make a speech 
condemning the men’s 
actions and BAT’s suspected 
involvement.

However, Panorama found 
that behind the scenes, 

contractors working on 
behalf of BAT were  talking 
to Zimbabwean officials.

The man who was sent 
in to negotiate a deal told 
Panorama he bribed a 
number of government offi-
cials to secure a meeting to 
discuss the men’s case.

He said. “I had to make 
it clear that they’re going to 
expect a nice thick envelope 
of notes.”

The meeting led to an 
offer that the directors would 
receive favourable  treatment 
if a large donation was 
forthcoming.

Within days of the deal 
being offered, all three 
 directors were free.

The documents also reveal 
BAT was paying bribes in 
South Africa and using  illegal 
surveillance to damage 
rivals.

l ANDY HALDANE, former chief economist 
of the Bank of England and new 

head of Tory Levelling Up Taskforce said 
in 2016, “I consider myself moderately 
financially literate yet I confess to not 
being able to make the remotest sense of 
pensions.”  To be fair he didn’t have to. 

By  February 2021 his accrued 
pension was £97,946 a year when he 
reaches the age of 60 in 2027. That 
grew grow by 1/50th of his £194,228 
annual pay until he resigned in June.

French police and the 
‘smoothie of shame’
FRENCH supermarket 
Monoprix has withdrawn a 
“smoothie of shame” after 
complaints from a police 
“union”.

The bottles, containing 
mango juice, are part 
of the “Rentree 2021” 
collection—referring to the 
start of the school year. 

They were covered with 
sketches and expressions 
such as “fuck the system”, 
“I hate school” and “ACAB”, 

short for “all cops are 
bastards”. The union of 
the French National Police, 
tweeted that printing the 
slogan was “the perfect 
manual on how to destroy 
relations between the 
police and the people”.

True Fruit, the maker of 
the drink, responded that 
ACAB might have other 
meanings such as “All 
cats are beautiful” or “All 
clitorises are beautiful”.

Winchester, Eton and 
Harrow dares wins 
WHEN YOUR job involves 
kicking down doors and 
killing foreigners, you 
might be forgiven for 
thinking that it doesn’t 
really matter what 
school you went to.

But the SAS is 
getting worried that not 
enough posh officers are 
applying. The regiment 
has typically been 
led by former public 
schoolboys whose 
privileged education 
instils the leadership 
skills required.

But increasingly 
working class officers 
are applying to 
command the troops, to 
the annoyance of some.

One of the regiment’s 
warrant officers said, 
“Many of the most 
successful officers have 
been to the top public 
schools, but recently 
we have seen a number 
of guys coming forward 
who just don’t cut it. It’s 
a shame, but they are 
just not posh enough.”

Did Trump want 
to bomb china?
THE TOP US general 
secretly called his 
Chinese counterpart 
twice over concerns 
then-President Donald 
Trump could trigger 
a war with China as 
his potential election 
loss loomed and in its 
aftermath.

The Washington Post 
newspaper says US 
General Mark Milley, the 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, called 
General Li Zuocheng on 
30 October 2020—four 
days before the election. 

He did so again on 
8 January, two days 
after Trump supporters 
stormed the US Capitol.

In the calls, Milley 
sought to assure Li the 
United States was stable 
and not going to attack. 
And if there were to be 
an attack, he would alert 
his counterpart ahead of 
time, the report said.

Milley also reportedly 
discussed with other top 
officials, including the 
then-CIA Director Gina 
Haspel and National 
Security Agency head 
Paul Nakasone, the 
need to be vigilant amid 
concerns Trump could 
act irrationally.

Haspel was quoted as 
saying that they were 
in a “highly dangerous 
situation.”

But given what the US 
military and the CIA can 
do without Trump, who 
thinks they are a force 
for “moderation”?

Trump, in a statement, 
cast doubt on the story, 
calling it “fabricated.” 

He added if the story 
were true Milley should 
be tried for treason.

Problems with 
pittance pension
THOUSANDS OF people 
who have claimed 
the state pension for 
the first time have 
faced delays of weeks 
or months for their 
payments.

The government 
has now admitted 
to problems with 
processing claims. 

At the moment, men 
and women reaching the 
age of 66 are eligible 
to receive the state 
pension.

But the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
conceded this week 
that state pension 
payments to a number 
of individuals have 
been delayed due to 
“administrative reasons”.

The pension’s a 
pittance—and then they 
don’t give it to you.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s fine for 
Tory MPs not to 
wear masks in 
the Commons 
because  
they’re not 
strangers’
Health secretary Sajid Javid 
thinks you can’t catch Covid-19 
from people you know

‘Any indirect 
difference on 
treatment on the 
grounds of race 
is anticipated to 
be objectively 
justified’
Home Office document on the 
impact of the new police bill

‘The bill may 
place those from 
Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller 
communities 
at a particular 
disadvantage. 
It is our view 
that any indirect 
discrimination 
towards 
the above 
communities can 
be objectively 
justified.’
More from the Home Office 
document
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l TOBACCO FIRM Philip Morris 
has sealed a £1.1 billion 

takeover of British inhaler 
maker Vectura. The company 
derives 75 percent of its revenue 
from cigarettes. So it makes 
millions of people ill by selling 
tobacco products to make 
profits. Then it makes more 
money by selling treatments 
for asthma. Tip for the next 
investment—funeral directors.

Andy ‘not smug’ Haldane

The offending smoothie

Etonians prepare for the SAS

ZEMARI AHMADI’S family members mourning his death in Kabul.



Build pressure for action
THERE ARE rumours that Unison 
will announce a further consultative 
ballot before any move to put 
forward a strike vote.

The strategy is due to be 
discussed at the union’s online 
health conference this week.

A protracted 
consultation risks 
dissipating the anger of 
the moment, rather than 
building up forces over 
time, as many full time 
officials argue.

There are also some 
in the union’s leadership 
that argue against 
strikes, saying they would 
be seen as an attack on 
the NHS during a period 

of crisis. But unless health workers 
strike quickly, the Tories will ignore 
morale-busting understaffing, and 
the terrible conditions in the health 
service will get worse.

The GMB union says it will “move 
to a strike ballot” but is also calling 

for talks with ministers.
Health workers in all 

the unions must take 
seriously any further 
consultative ballots.

The more they are 
able to improve turnout 
out, and get a vote 
for action, the more 
pressure the union 
leaders will face— and 
the more likely the 
strikes will become. 

Patients die 
waiting for  
care to come
THERE IS growing anger in 
Scotland after a man was 
found dead after waiting 
more than 40 hours for an 
ambulance.

Reports say many 
vulnerable patients are 
waiting well over ten hours for 
urgent care as emergency call 
numbers rise.

The service is now so 
overwhelmed that soldiers 
have been drafted into drive 
emergency vehicles.

Politicians are quick to 
blame Covid-19 numbers for 
the backlog. 

In reality, it is decades of 
health service and social 
care cuts that have brought 
Scotland to this point.

Service
Long term understaffing in 
the ambulance service has 
been compounded by staff 
illness and the need to  
self-isolate.

But there’s also a huge 
problem getting patients out 
of hospital and into social 
care, because of the crisis 
there.

That leads to a lack of 
hospital beds, and then to 
a backlog of ambulances 
trying to drop off patients at 
hospital. 

Crews are often waiting 
hours to hand over their 
patients, and that stops  
them attending other urgent 
calls.

The private 
hospitals that  
make big bucks
PRIVATE HOSPITALS are 
raking in huge profits as the 
NHS suffers.

As health service waiting 
lists hit 5.6 million this 
summer many people 
suffering pain and worry have 
been forced to cough up 
hundreds of pounds to see a 
specialist.

Most of them are people 
without private medical 
insurance, and are using their 
savings to pay medical bills. 

Others, who have lost jobs 
during the pandemic, are 
having to take out loans in 
order to have vital procedures. 

Some dentists now say 
that the wait for a tooth 
extraction could be as long as 
three years.

No delays—turn anger over 
NHS pay into united strikes
by YURI PRASAD

FURIOUS HEALTH workers are 
pushing unions to step up the 
fight after record-breaking votes 
to reject the Tories’ imposed 3 
percent “pay rise”.

Members of the biggest NHS union, 
Unison, have voted by 80  percent to 
say “no” to the pay insult. In results 
released this week, just one in five 
said they would accept the offer.

The results of an RCN ballot in 
England and Wales announced last 
week showed over 90 percent of 
nurses who voted rejected the deal.

And 93 percent of GMB union 
members have rejected the award.

After 18 months of hell during the 
pandemic, no wonder health workers 
are livid at low pay and unbearable 
workloads.

Everyone knows that vacancies 
are at an all-time high, and that pov-
erty wages are stopping people from 
working in the NHS.

Now, with inflation rising fast, 
fuel bills rocketing and a National 
Insurance rise on the way, the Tories’ 
pay plan looks even worse.

The unions’ key task is to link the 
pay fight to patient safety and excess 
workloads—and thereby mobilise the 
anger to win a strike vote.

Danger
There is a danger that union leaders 
will ignore the whopping votes to 
reject 3 percent, and instead dwell 
on the moderate turnouts in ballots.

Just over a quarter of RCN mem-
bers voted in their ballot, with the 
Unison vote slightly higher.

Matt Tacey, a psychiatric nurse 
and RCN rep in Sheffield, thinks the 
unions must act fast to take advan-
tage of workers’ anger.

“Talking to ministers and having 
another consultative ballot on 
whether we want to take action 
is just delay,” he told Socialist  

Worker. “Getting a vote of over 90 
percent to reject the 3 percent pay 
offer should be enough to go ahead 
with a proper strike vote.”

Matt says the RCN should use 
the 25 percent turnout it got as a 
 “springboard” to win an industrial 
action ballot.

“If everyone who voted convinces 
just one other RCN member to do the 
same, we’ve got this,” he said. “We 
need to get face to face with people 

on wards and engage with them. 
Everyone is angry about being short 
staffed, so we should talk about how 
a pay fight could change that.

“The RCN has got a massive  
£35 million in its strike fund. We 
need to use it,” he said.

But RCN leaders say that after the 
ballot result the “ball is now with the 
government”. 

That means waiting weeks for 
some sort of reply from Sajid Javid’s 

department of health— a reply that 
everyone knows will be “No”.

Matt is right, the time for talking 
is past. 

Now health workers must strike, 
both for their pay and to protect the 
NHS.
 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

A Unison health worker

AN NHS protest in July  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Chaos of 
the market 
fuelled the 
gas crisis
Privatisation and deregulation mean 
swathes of people could lose their 
gas supplier—and the people to 
blame want us to pay
THE BRITISH economy is being 
thrown into a sudden and 
 profound crisis this week as 
rising gas prices wreak havoc.

There is now a grave risk of panic 
spreading into other industries in a 
ripple effect, in ways that are sim-
ilar to the banking crisis of 2007. 
Food production is threatened, and 
many more industries could suffer.

The crisis began as number of 
smaller home energy suppliers 
went broke in the summer. 

Many more now face closure. 
Their collapse could now spread to 
threaten even the biggest firms in 
the energy supply market.

Ministers have been warned that 
out of 55 companies in the industry, 
only between six and ten could be 
left standing by the end of the year.

This calamity is the end product 
of privatisation and de-regulation 
of state-owned utilities pushed by 
Tory and Labour governments.

Margaret Thatcher’s government  
floated British Gas and the regional 
electricity boards on the stock mar-
kets in the 1980s on the pretence 
of creating a  “shareholding democ-
racy”. In reality, the big investors 
piled in quickly to grab the profits.

Cast
The smaller companies that are 
now in so much trouble later cast 
themselves as “rebels” against the 
biggest firms. 

Without the burden of big offices 
and staff, they were nimble and 
efficient operations, they said.

They also insisted that, unlike 
the “big six” providers, they didn’t 
need large financial reserves to buy 
energy long in advance.

But that meant buying at current 
market prices, and taking a huge 
financial gamble on wholesale gas 
prices staying low.

For a time, this allowed them 
to undercut rival firms to offer the 
cheapest household energy deals. 

And, for a time, their owners 
got spectacularly rich. Government 
ministers repeatedly told us that 

this was an example of the free 
market at its best, and that com-
petition was in the interests of 
everyone. 

Price comparison website busi-
nesses grew plump as “consumer 
champions” told us to switch regu-
larly to get the cheapest deals.

But as wholesale gas prices rose 
sharply this spring, many smaller 
firms could no longer afford to 
honour the “great deals” they had 
offered customers. So they went to 
the wall.

Now, the energy supply industry 
which so loved the market has its 
begging bowl out—and it’s us they 
expect to cough up.

Bosses want the Tories to create 
a publicly-owned “bad bank” to 
absorb the debts of smaller firms, 
and allow the bigger ones to sur-
vive. The debts there would be 
underwritten by our money.

Billions
They also want billions of pounds 
from the government to support 
their “healthy” businesses if they 
take on loss-making customers of 
failed firms.

And they want the government 
to remove environmental levies that 
are designed to help people pay for 
more energy efficient homes.

Instead of bailing out the big 
firms that have made billions by 
fleecing the public, the whole 
sector should be taken into public 
ownership. 

The shareholders and bosses 
shouldn’t get a penny.

It could be the start of taking 
control of the entire industry—and 
using it to keep people safe and 
warm without fearing their  heating 
bills.

And it could herald the transition 
to a new green economy that we so 
desperately need.

VACCINE NATIONALISM 
Rich states hoard jabs as 
pharma companies profit
by SAM ORD

BRITAIN HAS ordered 
enough Covid-19 
vaccinations to 
vaccinate its entire 
population three times 
over.

If Britain’s vaccine 
hoarding and uptake 
trends continue, it 
will take the world’s 
poorest countries until 
2078 to vaccinate their 
populations.

Yet vaccine hoarding 
may get worse as 
the government 
announces the rollout 
of a booster jab 
programme for the 
over-50s and clinically 
vulnerable.

Sitting
Steve Cockburn, 
Head of Economic 
and Social Justice at 
Amnesty International 
said, “The UK is 
currently sitting on 
tens of millions of 
surplus vaccines 
that could be 
redistributed around 
the world, without 
impacting its domestic 
programme, and it 
is unconscionable to 
keep hoarding these 
vaccines while tens of 
thousands of people 
are dying every week.

“Quite apart from 
it making a mockery 
of vaccine equality, 
vaccine nationalism 

in richer countries 
is slowing the planet 
from overcoming the 
pandemic—allowing 
more time for variants 
to mutate and spread 
in lower and higher 
income countries alike.

“Boris and his 
government must yet 
again be reminded 
that nobody is safe 
until everyone is safe.”

Some 42 percent of 
the world’s population 
has received at least 
one vaccine dose. 
But fewer than two 
percent of these are 
in less economically 
developed countries.

The world’s 
richest countries are 
expected to finish 
initial vaccination 
programmes by 
January. These 
countries must look 
to providing vaccines 

to the global south as 
a priority rather than 
prioritising their own 
citizens for a third jab.

Many activists, 
NGOs and charities 
are calling for the 
vaccine patent to be 
waved. 

This would allow 
countries with low 
levels of vaccination 
to produce vaccines 
without the threat 
of legal action from 
medical monopolies.

Developers of the 
vaccines have received 
over £70 billion in 
public funding yet 
none have agreed to 
waive the patents. 

Nine new “vaccine 
billionaires” and 
companies such as 
Pfizer and Moderna 
have made huge 
profits thanks to the 
patents.

PATENTS MEAN profits for AstraZeneca

Surge in inflation shows the 
need for a fight over pay
WORKERS’ living 
standards have taken 
another hammering 
after inflation rose at 
its fastest recorded 
rate for at least a 
quarter of a century 
last month.

Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) 
figures showed the 
CPI measure of 
inflation jumped by 1.2 
percentage points to 
3.2 percent—a nine-
year high. 

Jonathan Athow, 
an ONS national 
statistician, said 
August “saw the 
largest rise in annual 
inflation month-on-
month since the 
series was introduced 
almost” 25 years 
ago. The British 

government prefers 
the CPI rate because 
it excludes housing 
costs and therefore 
minimises price rises. 

This is important 
when it comes to 
issues such as 
uprating benefits.

But the Retail Prices 
Index (RPI) includes 
some housing costs. 
That means it paints 
a better picture of 
how much ordinary 
people pay for goods 
and services. The RPI 
rate hit 4.8 percent in 
August.

Price rises are 
already hitting working 
class people in the 
pocket with increasing 
food and transport 
costs behind behind 
the surge. Petrol prices 

rose to their highest 
since September 2013.

This all underlines 
the need for unions 
to lead a fight for 
higher pay. Many 
workers have suffered 
substantial pay cuts in 
“real terms”—adjusted 
for inflation—since 
the beginning of the 
financial crash in 2008. 

Unions shouldn’t 
accept any below-
inflation pay offers, 
and demand money to 
make up for the losses.

A time of labour 
shortages is a good 
time to screw the 
employers. Union 
leaders must organise 
resistance—crucially 
strikes—and be willing 
to defy the Tories’ anti-
union laws.

Contagion raises further threats of 
food shortages, price rises and hunger
THE GAS price spiral is quickly 
spreading to other industries 
and deepening the sense of 
crisis.

Already the stock market 
is being hit as investors get 
nervous.

It shows how the anarchy of 
the free market threatens to 
unleash panic—and for some, 
the threat of hunger as food 
prices rise.

The collapse of a number of 
gas-dependent fertiliser firms 
in recent weeks has led to a 
shortage of carbon dioxide.

Sold
The gas is a by-product released 
when making ammonia used 
to enrich soil. It is sold on to 
the food industry where it 
is used both to stun animals 
before slaughter, and also as a 
preservative.

Firms in Ince, in Cheshire, and 
Billingham, in Country Durham, 
closed last week. 

Another big firm in Norway 

also closed its doors. Food 
industry bosses were quick to 
use the crisis to demand more 
state support and rule changes 
for their industries.

The 2 Sisters group, Britain’s 
biggest chicken producers, have 
warned the meat industry is 
now at “breaking point” as the 
carbon dioxide shortage hits.

They were backed by the 
British Meat Processors 
Association. 

It says only an estimated 14 
days of supplies are left and that 
some companies would have to 
stop taking animals and close 
production lines.

And Iceland supermarkets 
boss Richard Walker said, “This 
is no longer about whether or 
not Christmas will be OK. 

“This could become a problem 
over the coming days and weeks, 
so this is this is not an issue 
that’s months away.”

Whether or not their talk of a 
food shortage becomes real, the 
crisis raises a big question. How 

much longer can we allow the 
free market to dominate food 
production?

The pursuit of profit already 
means that many people 
struggle to fill a basket for their 
weekly shop. 

And the methods of 
production used to line 
shareholders’ pockets mean 
worse quality food, terrible 
conditions for animals and 
environmental destruction.

Cut
At every stage, food producing 
bosses are looking to cut 
corners while supermarkets 
have seen their profits soar 
during the pandemic.

Capitalism is showing us that 
production without democratic 
planning means disaster, and 
that crisis in one sector of the 
economy can quickly spread to 
another. 

That’s why we need to fight 
to replace the whole rotten 
system.

BRITISH GAS bosses and friend march to the stock exchange on 8 December 1986 for its first shares 
trading following privatisation   Picture: John Sturrock
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PRIORITISE PEOPLE’S ENERGY 
NEEDS AND DUMP FOSSIL FUELS

 F
REEZING HOMES, soaring 
bills and empty shelves 
are all the Tories and their 
deadly system can provide 
for working class people 

this winter.
Chaos in the fuel industry 

means that households could be 
slapped with an extra £280 a year 
for their gas and electricity on top 
of the £139 already in the pipeline.

And that comes just as the 
furlough scheme is set to end, and 
the £20 Universal Credit uplift is 
scrapped.

This massive hike in prices will 
push struggling people to the 
brink and force many to choose 
between a warm home or food on 
the table.

Last winter 8,500 people died 
in England and Wales because 
they couldn’t afford to heat their 
homes. Most of these deaths are 
comprised of the elderly, who the 
Tories decided were expendable 
during the pandemic.

Add to this already existing 
fuel poverty, rising bills and a 
respiratory virus like Covid-19 and 
the death toll is likely to be much 
higher this year.

Fuel bosses are already 
clamouring for the Tories to bail 
them out. But saving the industry 

as it currently stands is not a 
solution.

Instead, we need to change 
the whole way energy is supplied. 
A planned energy system would 
start from ensuring people get 
the energy they need, not from 
whether private firms can rake off 
profits.

It would scrap the ridiculous 
regime of “competition” that sees 
endless “special offers” followed 
by swift price rises.

And it would also integrate 
working class people’s 
requirements with the crucial move 
to a system of renewable power.

The gas crisis is about supplies 
and bills, as well as the issue of 
whether fossil fuel use is going 

to drive us to climate chaos and 
mass extinction.

Far too often action on the 
climate is portrayed as a threat to 
workers. There are already calls to 
lift environmental curbs in order 
to drive down prices.

And some trade union leaders 
still parrot the lie that jobs serious 
measures to deal with climate 
change will hit jobs.

A planned system would mean 
many more jobs in renewable 
production, insulating homes and 
refitting factories and offices.

This week has seen a stark 
crisis—and it’s the result of Tory 
policies and capitalist priorities. 

The solution is democratic 
public ownership of the whole 
energy industry to bring a 
fundamental shift to sustainable 
production geared to ordinary 
people’s needs. 

A power industry run for profit, 
which leads to poverty, starvation, 
death and environmental 
destruction, must go up in  
smoke.
Join the People’s Assembly 
demonstration at the Tory Party 
conference on Sunday 3 October. 
Assemble 12 noon, Oxford Road, near 
Whitworth Park, Manchester M14 
4PW. For events on 2-5 October go to 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

DON’T LET UNION LAWS WIN 
 THE LATEST round of anti-

union laws, passed in 2016, 
is being used to stop a strike 

in the NHS across England and 
Wales. Health workers have voted 
in vast numbers that they reject 
the Tories’ insulting 3 percent pay 
award. After inflation that’s a pay 
cut.

Many have also said they want 
industrial action. They want to 
confront the government and 
press for a well-deserved 15 
percent rise. But under the anti-
union laws, the turnout in such 

votes must be 50 percent. And 
if the consultative ballot doesn’t 
show that yet, union leaders often 
say further action is impossible. 

When the laws were being 
debated, union leaders made 
speeches about fighting to repeal 
them. They said they would defend 
the right to strike and be ready to 
defy the laws.

The cause for more pay for 
NHS staff is very popular, as is not 
letting the Tories off the hook for 
their treatment of health workers. 
Every activist has to throw 

themselves into building and 
winning future votes over NHS 
pay. They can be won.

But we should also say that 
whatever the turnout there has to 
be action. 

A priority for the ruling class is 
fighting trade union organisation 
because it threatens their profits. 
So the Tories will never back down 
from the anti-union laws—unless 
they face a mass revolt.

Whether it’s over pay or 
climate chaos, we can’t let the 
anti-union laws stop crucial fights.

A planned system 
would take action 
on high prices 
and sustainable 
production 

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Biden ramps up new 
arms race with China
AUKUS IS the agreement by the United States and 
Britain to supply Australia with the technology to build 
eight nuclear submarines. 

Its significance is not the tantrum thrown by French 
president Emmanuel Macron. He has recalled his ambassadors 
to Washington and Canberra because Australia is cancelling a 
£47 billion contract to buy 12 French-built diesel submarines.

The real significance is summed up by a headline in the 
Financial Times, “For Biden—and America—it’s basically 
China from now on.” Aukus is a major step towards a real 
Cold War between the US and China.

The nuclear submarines would allow the Australian navy 
to operate undetected and at long range close to the shores of 
Asia. China has been building up its naval capabilities fast—
Aukus is intended to counter this. 

The much-hyped first operational voyage of Britain’s new 
aircraft carrier Queen Elizabeth II is part of the same process. 
Carrying US Marine as well as Royal Navy aircraft, it will pass 
through the hotly disputed South China Sea. And it will carry 
out exercises in the Pacific with the US, Japanese, Australian, 
New Zealand, and Singaporean navies.

Zhu Feng of Tsinghua University in China’s capital Beijing 
said the Aukus agreement “is directly aimed at containing 
China’s rise. The Biden administration’s China policy is 
‘Trumpism without Trump’.” Feng added it was “essentially a 
continuation” of Trump’s “strategic suppression of China.”

Macron’s anger and the bemusement of the rest of the 
European Union reflects the fact they weren’t consulted 
before the announcement of Aukus. 

The analyst Ben Judah tweeted that he was “struck by 
the humiliation inflicted on Macron” at the G7 summit in 
Cornwall in June. “As he dressed down Boris Johnson over 
Northern Ireland and boasted of ties to Australia in the 
Indo-Pacific, the Anglo three literally made a move on the 
sidelines.”

The EU was frozen out probably because Germany and 
France have been resisting Joe Biden’s efforts to brigade them 
against China. But it’s also, as “a senior EU member state 
official” told the Financial Times, “Another example of how 
Europe might be rich but isn’t powerful”.

Isolation
Aukus is good news for Boris Johnson, since it shows that 
Brexit doesn’t necessarily mean isolation. 

But it’s also an interesting example of the US’s increasingly 
close cooperation with what used to be called the “White 
Dominions”—the old settler colonies of Australia, Canada, 
and New Zealand. They all belong, together with the US and 
Britain, to the “Five Eyes” intelligence-sharing pact.

Australia and New Zealand have aligned with the US ever 
since Britain suffered severe defeats in Asia at the hands 
of Japan during the Second World War. Right wing prime 
minister John Howard said in 1999 Australia would act as the 
US’s “deputy sheriff” in the Pacific region. 

Australia subsequently veered towards China, as its 
economy reoriented as a supplier of raw materials during 
China’s boom. But it is now firmly back in the US camp.

The US and Australia also belong to the “Quad”—a 
new anti-China bloc in the Indo-Pacific promoted by both 
Trump and Biden. The other members are India, yet another 
ex-British colony, and Japan.  

It looks as if Biden has embraced the “league of 
democracies” advocated by John McCain, the unsuccessful 
Republican candidate in the 2008 presidential election. 

Barack Obama, who defeated him, rejected this idea. It 
was thought up by the neoconservative intellectual Robert 
Kaplan. He was a founder of the Project for a New American 
Century that lobbied for George W Bush’s disastrous invasion 
of Iraq.

Biden may have tilted left in domestic policy, but the 
continuities with the Republicans in foreign policy are 
striking. And he is choosing as his most trusted allies what 
was once the core of the British Empire. 

The growing inter-imperialist rivalry between the US and 
China is becoming increasingly ideological.

Aukus is a stark reminder that US imperialism is far from 
finished. Compared to the escalating arms race in the Indo-
Pacific—make no mistake, China will react—Kabul’s fall was 
a sideshow.

NEW CABINET members will promote racism, imperial bluster and scapegoating

Johnson’s cabinet holds his 
fans and ‘culture war’ warriors
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE BIG Tory reshuffle of 
government positions last 
week matters—but not for 
the reasons that excite 
political journalists.

The ups and downs of right 
wingers’ political careers 
are froth. More important 
is that the reshuffle tells us 
 something about where the 
Tories are going.

Boris Johnson, a man 
obsessed with holding 
office for himself, dis-
patched a number of obvious 
incompetents. 

These  inc luded  the 
 permanently failing education 
secretary Gavin Williamson 
and the  “holidaying while 
Afghanistan burns” foreign 
secretary Dominic Rabb.

Having removed them, 
t h e y  b e c o m e  u s e f u l 
 scapegoats for past failure. 
Covid-19 deaths? That was 
the fault of that awful Matt 
Hancock who had to go.

Humiliation
Problems with schools? 
“B lame  Wi l l i amson—I 
removed him,” Johnson can 
say. Death and humiliation 
abroad? That’s the fault of 
Raab who was axed.

Of course, they are not 
all hurled into the darkness. 
Raab, having failed as foreign 
secretary, becomes justice 
secretary with deputy prime 
minister as a consolation. 

That means he’s prime 
minister when Johnson is on 
holiday—unless he too is on 
a beach. And Williamson is 

being tipped for a  knighthood. 
Priti Patel remains at the 
Home Office to impose more 
attacks on migrants, ram 
through the measures in the 
police bill and call for longer 
prison sentences.

Liz Truss, the new  foreign 
secretary, is a noted “China 
hawk” who will always 
be good for a jingoist 
 sabre-rattling tirade against 
perceived threats from abroad.

One of her first acts was 
to tell the European Union to 
stop moaning about the new 
submarine deal between the 
US, Britain and Australia. 

The Financial  Times 
 newspaper editorial board 
advises Johnson that after 
the reshuffle he should 

concentrate on key economic 
questions. 

It said he should not be 
“sidetracked into divisive and 
unnecessary culture wars”.

But for Johnson such 
 matters are not a distraction, 
they are central to a plan for 

grabbing votes. New culture 
secretary Nadine Dorries is a 
long-time Johnson supporter, 
a ranter against “woke” ideas 
and an opponent of supposed 
left wing bias at the BBC.

A leaked recording shows 
new equalities minister Kemi 
Badenoch mocking LGBT+ 
and trans people.

Therese Coffey remains as 
work and pensions secretary 
to carry on her contemptu-
ous pronouncements against 
 benefit claimants.

None of this  should 
obscure the real problems 
that Johnson faces. 

One key task for the Tories 
is supposed to be  “levelling 
up”—but nobody really 
knows what this means. 

T h i s  i s  n o w  t h e 
 responsibility of Michael 
Gove—who Johnson doesn’t 
trust—and might be another 
convenient sacking in a year’s 
time.

Fakery
And Johnson’s fakery about 
standing up for ordinary 
people is more threadbare 
by the minute. He is raising 
national insurance, taking 
away the Universal Credit 
uplift and setting aside the 
pensions triple lock.

The real issue is at what 
point is there enough oppo-
sition outside parliament to 
carry out the key “reshuf-
f l e ”—sack ing  Johnson 
himself.

Tactics for an election
THERE ARE some 
analysts who say that the 
reshuffle is a sign that 
Boris Johnson is preparing 
for an early election. This 
could help him to have the 
vote before the revelations 
of an inquiry into the 
handling of Covid-19.

And it’s true that 
Oliver Dowden, the new 
Tory party co-chair, 
immediately told staff to 
intensify preparations 
for an election.

But even “early 
election” here 
means 2023. 

And Tory officials 
insist Johnson is still 

eyeing an election in 
the summer of 2024.

Other analysts have 
tried—and failed—to 
find some ideological 
vision of Toryism that 
Johnson is promoting.

The real guiding 
principles are simpler, 
more opportunistic, 
and nastier. 

One is that people 
who don’t question 
Johnson are promoted. 

Simon Clarke, the new 
chief secretary to the 
Treasury, is one Johnson 
fan going up. Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan, the new trade 
secretary, is another.

Sacked— Gavin Williamson

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk
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Labour uses 
transphobia 
in an appeal 
to right and 
Tory voters
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party is throwing 
oppressed people under the bus 
in a bid to win over Tory voters.

The party allowed one of its 
MPs, Rosie Duffield, to attack trans 
rights activists on the front page of 
a national newspaper on Sunday.

Just days earlier, one of its most 
prominent black, women MPs 
resigned as its shadow equali-
ties minister over the leadership’s 
refusal to take up racial injustice.

Meanwhile the right wing 
 faction, Progressive Britain said the 
party had to ditch so-called “culture 
war issues.” 

It said this was because Labour 
has to win over “soft Tory” voters 
supposedly  uninterested in 
 anti- racism or LGBT+ rights.

Party activists were furious 
after the Sunday Times newspa-
per claimed trans rights campaign-
ers had effectively stopped Duffield 
from attending the upcoming 
Labour conference.

Duffield implied to the  newspaper 
that the LGBT+ Labour Group had 
threatened her.

Supporters of trans rights in the 
Labour Party have rightly criticised 
Duffield for her bigoted views. 

These include that  trans 
women should be excluded from 
women-only spaces such as refuges.

In an interview with the Times, 
Duffield said LGBT+ Labour “now 
seem to hate my guts and I feared 
they’d have a massive go at me at 
conference.”

She also suggested women who 
support trans rights simply “want to 
be seen to be very woke”.

Party activists demanded to know 
why Keir Starmer was silent over 
Duffield’s attack on trans people.

It  came after Labour MP 
Marsha de Cordova resigned as 
Starmer’s shadow equalities min-
ister. Well placed sources told 
African-Caribbean newspaper, 
The Voice that she quit after party 
 leadership sidelined her plans for 
tackling racial injustice.

They also say Labour failed to 
send her to a single media interview 

during her 17 months in the role.  
A friend of de Cordova said, “She 
always had a goal that she wanted 
Keir to speak authentically about 
race and, despite her trying, it just 
was never going to happen.

“Marsha wanted to develop 
Labour’s vision for race equality 
but kept meeting stumbling blocks, 
even to just put out comments on 
things, it was watered down.”

MP Clive Lewis added that the 
party under Starmer has “nothing 
to say on racial justice”.

Meanwhile Progressive Britain 
published a report that said Labour 
has to win over “soft Tory voters” in 
the so-called “Red Wall” areas. 

These are parts of Britain where 
Labour’s support has collapsed after 
years of attacks on jobs and living 
standards, which the party has 
refused to oppose.

The right in Labour claim that 
winning them back means refusing 
to challenge—or worse, go along 
with—Tory attacks on migrants, 
black people and trans rights.

They say Labour has lost support 
because it is seen as too left wing. 
In fact, repeated polls and surveys 
of former Labour voters have shown 
very few of them see Labour as “too 
woke”.

But for Labour’s leadership, being 
electable and respectable means 
refusing to challenge the Tories—
and pandering to the worst of their 
bigotry.

On other pages...
A ‘just transition’ to climate jobs is 
essential >>Page 16

READ MORE  
ONLINE
lKeir Starmer is ‘determined’ 
to pull Labour further right 
bit.ly/3hOstrt
lIt’s time to leave Labour 
bit.ly/3AueEWc
lLabour Party is timid on 
benefits cut that will leave the 
poorest to struggle 
bit.ly/3kpj3V1

A HUGE march for trans rights through central London in June  Picture: Guy Smallman

Pandemic was a ‘golden ticket’ for 
the police to harass black people 
BLACK PEOPLE were more likely 
to be stopped by cops, threatened 
or subject to police violence and 
falsely accused of rule-breaking 
during the pandemic.

That’s the conclusion of a new 
report from the Institute of Race 
Relations. It quotes one of those 
interviewed saying that it felt 
like the police had been handed 
a “golden ticket” to harass black 
people.

The report argues that 
lockdown conditions, new 
police powers, and histories of 
institutionally racist policing 
have combined to pose a threat 
to already over-policed groups.

The report’s lead author 
Dr Scarlet Harris says the 
“Covid-19 pandemic ushered 
in a period of extraordinary 
police powers”. And this 
“arrived in a broader context of 
racist over-policing and police 
violence”.

“The findings dismantle the 
myth that the police contribute 
to public safety. Instead, they 
demonstrate how policing 
such a ‘crisis’ has reproduced 
profound harms for those from 
racially minoritised groups and 
communities,” she said.

There was a drop in crime 
rates as the first lockdown came 
into effect. Yet stop and search 
rates more than doubled in May 
2020 compared to the previous 
year.

Between April and June 2020, 
there was also a 12.5 percent 
increase in recorded police 
“use of force” across England 
and Wales with black people 
disproportionately subject to it. 

Over that same time period, 
38 percent of the Met Police’s 
use of force was targeted at 
black people, who make up 

just 13 percent of London’s 
population.

Khalifa, who was interviewed 
for the report, said the racism 
of particular police officers was 
“like a rage which comes out 
in them when they see black 
people”. And she recognised this 
“rage” as having deep historic 
roots.

Kieran, another interviewee, 
said, “A leopard is not going to 
change its spots because there’s 
a disease outside.”

Fixed penalty notices 
issued for breaking Covid-19 
regulations are one clear 
example of what happened.

Black people constitute 
3.3 percent of the population, but 
they represent 8 percent of those 
fined with fixed penalty notices.

The report also notes that 
class matters. People from more 
deprived areas are far more 
likely to be stopped and fined.

Remi Joseph-Salisbury, 
another of the report’s authors, 
said, “The evidence in this report 
really urges us to question the 
state’s reliance on the police to 
solve social and public health 
problems.
Charlie Kimber 

38 percent of the Met Police’s use of 
force targeted black people
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‘We’re not 
criminals,’ 
say migrants 
trapped in 
Mexico
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

H U N D R E D S  O F m i g r a n t s 
trapped in southern Mexico 
protested on Wednesday of 
last week against the state’s 
 immigration rules.

The demonstrators, who are from 
central and Latin America, are trying 
to make it to the US. But Mexican 
authorities have forced them to stay 
in the city of Tapachula for months, 
blocking their journey towards the 
country’s northern border.

One migrant, Juliana, says 
they’re fearful of catching corona-
virus in the squalid conditions. “We 
sleep on the street, in the rain,” she 
said, “We are getting sick, they want 
to kill us and even more so with that 
disease.

“We are begging to be let out of 
Tapachula, they are starving us.”

Protesters chanted, “We are not 
criminals—we are international 
workers.”

They are fleeing conflict, poverty 
and the effects of climate change. 
Many have fled poverty in Haiti. 

The Caribbean island has been 
hit by hurricanes and earthquakes 
recently—and plundered by 
Western imperialism for more than 
200 years. 

Expel
The US is moving to expel all of 
the refugees from Haiti who are 
camped at the Texas border in one 
of the biggest operations of its kind 
in US history. 

More than 3,000 refugees have 
already been forcibly put on flights 
and taken back to Haiti since last 
Friday. Six more deportation flights 
are expected to take hundreds more 
in the next week. 

Haitian refugees are among the 
12,000 refugees camped under and 
around a bridge in Del Rio, Texas 
after having made the perilous Rio 
Grande river crossing. 

At least 100 Haitian refugees 
crossed the Rio Grande again and 
returned to Mexico saying that they 
couldn’t return to Haiti. 

The refugee crisis isn’t just 
 centred on Mexico’s southern 
border or in US border towns. 

At a makeshift camp in the town 
of Reynosa, near the US,  thousands 
of asylum seekers are left in limbo. 
They live in squalid conditions 
with little access to sanitation and 
 drinking water.

Most of those who live in the 
Reynosa camp were deported by 
former US president Donald Trump.

Robbed
Many were deported under an emer-
gency public health order called Title 
42, which meant asylum  seekers 
could be robbed of their status. 

Under Joe Biden, this act is still in 
place. And while Trump may have 
left the White House another one of 
his policies is still causing misery for 
migrants. 

The Migrant Protection Protocols 
(MPP) were dubbed the “return to 
Mexico” programme.

Biden suspended MPP on his first 
day in office, but it still has a huge 
impact on those waiting at the US 
border. 

Charlene D’Cruz, the director 
of charity Project Corazon said, 
“Under Biden, people are still being 
returned and getting stuck. 

“The border is not really any 
different.”

Despite his promises, Biden has 
largely stood by as migrant chil-
dren are separated from their par-
ents and thousands forced to live in 
filthy camps.

Biden’s immigration policies 
expose that the Democrats are not 
a solution, but part of the problem. 

PALESTINE

Revenge raids escalate after prison escape  
ISRAELI SOLDIERS have 
captured the last two of six 
Palestinian prisoners who 
liberated themselves from a 
high security jail nearly two 
weeks ago.

The two prisoners’ capture 
last Sunday came amid mass 
arrests and violent repression 
against protesters by Israeli 
soldiers in the militarily 
occupied West Bank.

The self-liberation of the six 
prisoners from the Gilboa prison 
earlier this month humiliated 

Israel and cheered Palestinians.
In response, Israeli soldiers 

launched a campaign of 
raids across the West Bank 
and arrested more than 100 
Palestinians, including children.

Targets for raids and arrests 
included the family members 
of the liberated prisoners, but 
also organisations such as trade 
unions and human rights groups.

And soldiers attacked a 
number of Palestinian protests, 
including demonstrations in 
solidarity with the prisoners 

and against Israeli land grabs.
The Palestinian Red Crescent 

said soldiers injured 217 
protesters on Friday alone, 
including 35 shot by rubber 
coated metal bullets, and 182 
suffocated with tear gas.

Red Crescent paramedic 
Abu Latifa told the Al Jazeera 
network he had “dealt with 
many cases of minors being 
beaten, including with rifle 
butts, leading to fractures, 
bleeding and deep facial 
wounds.”

UNITED STATES

US admits Afghan children were massacred 
THE US military has admitted 
that ten civilians, including 
seven children, were murdered 
by a drone strike in the last days 
of its retreat from Afghanistan.

The US had said they were 
“terrorists” and blowing them 
apart was justified

But last week the commander 
of US Central Command Gen 
Kenneth McKenzie said he now 
believes “it was unlikely that 
those who died were Islamic 
State militants or posed a direct 
threat to US forces at Kabul’s 
airport”.

The US now says the massacre 
was a mistake

It wasn’t a “mistake”. 
It was a direct result of 

Western imperialism’s brutal 
invasion and its contempt for 
Afghans.

Nobody will be held to account 
for these deaths or jailed.

Meanwhile Daniel Hale, a 
former US Air Force intelligence 
analyst, was sentenced to 45 
months in prison in July. 

He had leaked documents 
about the murderous drone 
programme.

MIGRANTS FROM Central America and the Caribbean are trying to reach the US

Malika Ahmadi, aged two, was killed in 
the US drone strike

BACK STORY
Protesting migrants tapped 
in Mexico are living in squalid 
conditions
lThe US is blocking a caravan of 
migrants desperate to cross its 
border
lMany are fleeing countries, 
including Haiti, that are the 
victims of imperialism and 
climate change
lDeportations and new racist 
laws came in under Donald 
Trump, but Joe Biden has done 
little to rectify the situation

8 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 22 September 2021



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJLETTERS Socialist Worker  22 September 2021

Action now as LGBT+ hate crimes soar
IT’S 2021, and LGBT+ 
people still face oppression, 
stigma, and violent attacks. 

Last month a gay couple, 
Rob and Patrick, were 
violently attacked with 
glass bottles by a mob of 
men in Birmingham’s Gay 
Village. 

The appalling hate crime 
included homophobic slurs 
that were hurled at them. 

LGBT+ spaces also face 
attacks with a rainbow arch 
at Milton Keynes Pride set 
alight by homophobes 
recently.

Since Brexit chaos led by 
the right, homophobic 
attacks have risen a huge 
147 percent. 

Racist and Islamophobic 

hate crimes have also 
risen within these five 
years, suggesting that all 
kinds of marginalised 
people have been 
negatively affected.

Acts of violence against 
transgender people have 
also risen, partially due to 
more exposure and 
visibility. 

Unfortunately with 
higher visibility, we have 
received more backlash 
from many who want to 
oppress transgender and 
non-binary individuals. 

This includes some of the 
vocal trans-exclusionary 
feminists and gender 
criticals.

It seems that with a right 
wing government in place, 
these attacks are on the rise 
and almost nothing is being 
done to stop them.

Alex Bright
Black Country

9

Trespass will 
be celebrated
“TIME FOR another 
trespass movement?” 
asks Julia Richardson 
as the Police and Crime 
bill threatens to make 
trespass a criminal 
offence (Letters,  
8 September).

“It’s already 
happening” is the 
answer from the 
1,000 marchers who 
celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of the 
Winter Hill trespass 
in Bolton. In 1896, 
marching in their 
thousands, people 
successfully defeated 
the landlord in his 
attempt to put his 
grouse before people’s 
right to roam. 

We need to do this 
again.

Geoff Brownl
Manchester

Don’t forget 
pension hit
FACING THE prospect 
of having to increase 
the state pension by 
8 percent next April, it’s 
no wonder the Tories 
recently trashed their 
triple lock policy. 

It followed that in 
order do this quietly 
it rushed through its 
social care programme.

It worked. There 
has been very little 
media coverage of the 
effect the ending of the 
triple lock will have on 
pensioners, and the fact 
that pensions will now 
rise by only 2.5 percent 
in April. 

The value of Britain’s 
state pension is still 
among the lowest in the 
developed world.  

A recent Commons 
briefing on pensions 
showed Britain at 30th 
position in a table of 36 
countries.  

Alan Gibson
East Londonl

Feminism and  
imperialism
CRITICISM OF Judy 
Cox’s article (Letters, 
8 September) is 
unfounded. 

“Imperial feminism” 
is an accurate 
description of the 
phenomenon of 
supporting the allies 
in their vicious wars 
in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. This is done by 
claiming that these wars 
are fought in part to 
liberate Afghan women. 

As Judy Cox explains 
only a handful of women 
were actually helped in 
this regard. 

Jamie Rankin
St Martin d’Uriage, France

Just a 
thought...Betrayal 

in Tower 
Hamlets 
TOWER HAMLETS Labour 
council has approved a new 
shopping mall on the 
historic Truman Brewery in 
Brick Lane, east London. 

The area—feted as 
Bangla Town—is the centre 
of Tower Hamlets’ large 
Bangladeshi community. 

The markets, food stalls 
and curry houses have also 
attracted many visitors and 
tourists in the past. 

But recently, Brick Lane 
businesses have been 
struggling, exacerbated by 
Covid restrictions. Some 
shops are derelict and 
restaurants have closed. 

Brick Lane and the 
community need real help, 
but the proposed five-storey 
office block and shopping 
mall will undermine any 
chance of meaningful 
recovery.

Following a vigorous 
campaign, and 7,000 letters 
of opposition, the council 
deferred planning 
permission last year. 

Detailed alternative 
plans, focusing on the 
needs of small businesses 
and residents, have been 
drawn up.

Tower Hamlets council 
has ignored this in favour 
of modest adjustments 
made by the owners of 
Truman Brewery. They’ll 
grant a little more space to 
local businesses alongside a 
mass of high street chains.  

Their new mall will likely 
lead to rent rises and a loss 
of culture.

Yet again, Labour defers 
to big business, riding 
rough-shod over the 
communities they are 
meant to serve.

Rob Hoveman
East London

Reality of social care is 
grossly exploited workers
I WORK in social care in 
Derbyshire and visit 
service users at home or 
in care settings. 

I see every day the 
commitment and care of 
the staff who support 
them. This is a skilled and 
diverse workforce on low 
pay and working very 
long hours. 

Most work in the 
private sector, where care 
is a business and 
produces profits for those 
who own and run the 
companies.

People are often on 
zero hours contracts or 
insecure work 

The Tory plans to 
increase national 
insurance contributions 
for working class people 
mean these same staff 
will pay even more. 

The service users who 
rely on them have 
contributed throughout 
their own working lives as 
well. 

They deserve to be 
cared for when they get 
sick, are older or need 
help. 

This is a vile attack that 
can be resisted—tax the 
rich instead.

Jane Hindle
Chesterfield

Unions should boost climate 
fight, not back nuclear power 
THE NEU union was wrong to 
support the GMB’s motion on 
climate change at this years TUC 
congress. 

The motion contained within it 
support for nuclear power.

Nuclear power should be 
opposed.

It creates nuclear waste which 
remains active for tens to 
hundreds of thousands of years. 

There is no safe way to store 
this waste and most is currently 
stored above ground in facilities 
that are running out of space.

Moreover, nuclear power 
increases the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. 

As more states develop the 
infrastructure for nuclear power, 
their capacity to build nuclear 

weapons similarly develops.
Investment should be switched 

to renewables such as solar, wind 
and tidal power and not to the 
powerful interests behind 
nuclear. 

The nuclear industry shouldn’t 
take the funding that ought to be 
going to wind, solar and tidal. 

The GMB argues that we need to 
“save British jobs” in nuclear. 

But a just transition would see 
investment in green industries and 
job creation.

All trade unionists need to do all 
they can to build the movement 
against climate change and 
mobilise for the protests around 
Cop26.

Jess Edwards
NEU executive member

nTHE CLIMATE resolution passed 
by the TUC is bad for the climate. 
Its support for nuclear and gas is a 
vote against a transition to 
renewables. 

Nuclear is a very poor match for 
renewables because of its 
inflexibility. 

Nuclear only provides base load 
power which is supplemented with 
gas generation. 

Nuclear is not renewable energy 
because it forms an integral part 
of a fossil fuel energy system. 

The choice is either renewables 
with energy storage or gas with 
nuclear. 

You can’t have both and the TUC 
has voted for the latter

John Sinha
North London
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Until very recently, Germany’s 
Labour‑type SPD looked out for the 
count. Now, with a right wing leader, 
it looks set to come top in the coming 
general election. But, say Yuri Prasad 
and Charlie Kimber, behind this 
apparent revival is a crisis for all 
mainstream parties

O
NE OF Europe’s most 
successful conserva-
t i ve  pa r t i es  fa ces 
humiliation at a general 
election on Sunday. The 
right wing CDU and its 

CSU ally have ruled Germany for 50 
of the past 70 years. But now they are 
trailing well behind the Labour-type 
SPD party. 

It’s not hard to see why the right is in 
trouble. It has presided over 93,000 cor‑
onavirus deaths—not as bad as Britain, 
but in Germany too the demands of big 
business came before public health. 

Angela Merkel, who is retiring as 
chancellor, was first elected in 2005. 
Despite economic growth, it’s been a 
time of poverty for many and soaring 
fortunes for a few. 

The top one percent now have 
30  percent of the wealth and Germany 
is one of the most unequal countries in 
Europe. 

In 2015 a third of unemployed people 
lived in poverty. Now it’s two‑thirds. 
Meanwhile the wealth of German bil‑
lionaires increased by £130 billion last 
year alone. 

Klaus Meyer, a trade unionist in 
Frankfurt, told Socialist Worker, “Some 
people at work used to say that Merkel 
was reliable and fair. Now many of these 
same people say things have gone too far 
and it’s not a country where workers can 
have a good life. 

“Others have always been against 
the CDU, but now they absolutely hate 
them. 

Merkel has been a reliable friend of 
German capitalism. She played a  leading 
role in insisting that Greece must be 
crushed under the debt burden despite 
its voters choosing the anti‑austerity 
party Syriza in 2015. 

Deportations
Although she briefly was seen as  opening 
Germany to refugees from Syria, Merkel 
swiftly changed course to encouraging 
deportations. And at the same time she 
said the burqa was “not acceptable in 
Germany” and “should be banned”. 

The right have lost some urban votes 
to the Greens and the SPD. In rural areas 
sections have backed the far right AfD. 
There is a much deeper political crisis 

for the mainstream parties. 
When Angela Merkel became 

 chancellor in 2005, the CDU/CSU and 
the SPD took nearly 70 percent of the 
vote between them. Now together they 
grab well under half. 

For the first time ever in Germany, it’s 
even possible that no party will win the 
backing of a quarter of those who vote. 
No party is really popular. 

Mainstream
Recent polls show the SPD on around 24 
percent, the CDU/CSU on 20 percent, 
the Greens on 15 percent and the liberal 
free‑market FDP on 11 percent. The AfD 
is on 11 percent and the socialists of Die 
Linke are on 7 percent. 

If the election results correspond to 
the polls, at least three parties would 
be needed to form a majority capable 
of governing. 

Gisela Kaya, an anti‑racist activist in 
Frankfurt, told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
time for a real change. We have had 
enough of parties that are for the rich 
and don’t listen to people over climate 
change or proper benefits or wages you 
can live on. 

“Germany is seen as a rich  country, 
but it is a country with many poor 
people.” 

After the election there will be much 
mainstream attention on what sort of 
coalition will eventually emerge. The 
reality is that there will be very little 
difference except who takes the top job. 

The SPD has been in coalition with 
the right for most of Merkel’s reign. It 
has happily accepted her right wing 
assaults. 

A recent series of rail strikes has 
 highlighted how all the main parties are 
the enemies of workers fighting back.  

The CDU is considering tighter 
anti‑union laws, while the SPD has 
attacked the strikers for not giving more 
notice and therefore being too effec‑
tive. The Greens said the action risked 
increasing emissions as people used 
their cars more. 

Workers will need more struggle 
 whoever ends up as chancellor. 

Angela Merkel’s CDU party is in trouble

For the first time ever 
in Germany it is 
possible that no party 
will get a quarter of 
the total vote

‘‘ 

How the Greens swung behind big business and war 
THE GREEN party is currently 
running third in the battle to become 
Germany’s next chancellor. 

Millions of people hope that the 
party can rein in big businesses’ 
pursuit of profit at the expense of 
the planet. But Green party leaders 
have very different ideas. 

Annalena Baerbock, the party’s 
candidate for chancellor, has spent 
the last decade in a dialogue with 
Germany’s industrial bosses, looking 
for a “pact”. 

“The markets of the future will be 
climate-neutral,” she told her party 
conference. “The question is not 
whether this will happen, but who 
will do it best. I want [Germany] to 
be at the forefront.” 

That sought after pact saw 
the former chief executive of the 
multinational giant Siemens address 
the Greens’ conference. Siemens is 
knee-deep in coal mining and other 
destructive infrastructure projects. 

The party also recently helped 
broker talks between car maker 
Porsche and battery maker Custom 
Cells to make an electric racing car. 

Torge Thonnessen, the battery 
firm’s chief executive, describes the 
change in approach by the Greens 
as a transition from a hard line 
environmental party to “a party of 
the bourgeoisie”. 

“Their goals haven’t necessarily 
changed,” he says. “But they have 
become less radical”. 

Afghanistan
The Greens are also anxious to show 
their support for the kind of “active 
foreign policy” that saw German 
troops in Afghanistan. 

For Baerbock such missions must 
continue. “As Germans, we have a 
responsibility in the world,” she said. 

That responsibility apparently 
includes massive re-armament. The 
party leader argued that Nato’s 

target of 2 percent of output being 
spent annually on the military is far 
too small. 

The turn of the Greens toward not 
only “green capitalism”, but “green 
big business”, has consequences for 
the climate movement in Germany 
and beyond. 

Capitalism pollutes not because its 
leaders are ignorant of the damage it 
does, but because of the competition 
at the heart of the system. 

The profit-based race against 
rivals pushes firms to act in ever 
more destructive ways. That is why 
millions of people have concluded 
that rescuing the planet means 
rejecting the free market and the 
global system that goes with it. 

 Green leaders once claimed to 
understand this, but are now trying to 
help capitalism restore its shattered 
credibility. 

How the SPD grew on the 
backs of rivals’ failures
ONLY A few months ago the SPD party, 
which is similar to Labour in Britain, 
looked dead in the water. 

Trailing in the polls to both the 
Greens and the conservative CDU, 
many said the party’s long term decline 
was irreversible. 

Now, the SPD’s chancellor 
candidate, Olaf Scholz, is riding high. 
He is widely expected to form the next 
government in coalition with other 
parties of the centre and centre left. 

But Scholz, the finance minister 
in the current coalition, is walking a 
political tightrope. 

On the one hand, he claims to be the 
natural heir to CDU chancellor Angela 
Merkel. 

But on the other, Scholz says he 
wants a new “respect” agenda that will 
see the minimum wage rise, housing 
costs brought down, and better 
pensions. 

Though his reforms are moderate, 
they will encounter resistance and no 
one is really sure how this “technocratic” 
and centrist leader will respond. 

Much of the SPD’s bounce‑back 
stems from the failure of its rivals. 

The CDU candidate Armin Laschet is 
so disliked that his party branches are 
asking for posters without his picture 
on them. 

Meanwhile, the Greens saw their 
ratings plummet after its candidate, 
Annalena Baerbock, was found to have 
falsified her CV. 

This has allowed Scholz to grab 
votes from both parties, while making 
very few commitments about what an 
SPD government will offer working 
class people. 

Austerity
But the last time the party led a 
coalition with the Greens it pushed 
through an austerity programme that 
slashed benefits and attacked living 
standards. 

That led millions of voters to desert 
the party, first at regional elections, 
and then at national polls. The SPD 
has not won a parliamentary majority 
since. 

There is a widespread fear that, 
under pressure from the bosses, the 
SPD could again mount such an attack 
under the guise of “reform”.

AfD—the right’s rabid dog
FOR MAINSTREAM commentators 
the threat of the far-right AfD party no 
longer needs discussing. 

The party is today battling to keep its 
opinion poll ratings in double figures, a 
far cry from its popularity in 2015. 

Back then the AfD was on course to 
become the Bundestag parliament’s 
largest opposition party. 

Today, the party’s leaders have a 
longer term strategy, and one that is 
not restricted to elections. 

In its heartlands of Saxony the 
party is gathering its supporters with 
rallies. Nazi thugs in full black bomber 
jacket and boots regalia mix easily with 
mostly retired middle classes. 

The discussion is always centred 
on immigrants and crime—and the 
need for “action”.  A key element in the 

AfD strategy is confirmed in a leaked 
document that calls for “carefully 
planned provocations” mixed with far 
right statements. 

Party officials have been only too 
happy to oblige, suggesting that illegal 
immigrants be “gassed”. 

While the party is set to do badly 
everywhere outside of its limited 
regional base, the threat it poses must 
be taken seriously. 

Even 10 percent of the nationwide 
vote is very considerable. And the 
mixing of hard right and former 
conservative voters with open fascists 
is potent. 

The AfD may yet capture some 
of the growing disillusionment and 
Covid frustration building in German 
society.

Left fights racism and war
THE MAIN socialist force standing 
in the elections is Die Linke (The 
Left). 

It was formed as a combination 
of the old Communists from the 
east of Germany and a split from 
the SPD and other socialists in the 
west. 

It therefore includes very 
reformist elements and far more 
radical forces that see struggle as 
the key to change. 

It has already shown it is ready 
to compromise by joining governing 
coalitions in Berlin and Bremen with 
the SPD and the Greens. These have 
implemented cuts. 

And some of its leaders hope they 
could be part of such a coalition 
nationally after the elections. But 
the SPD is unlikely to join with a 
party that says it is against Nato. 

Anti-racism and anti-war themes 
are strong in the campaign by 
Christine Buchholz, a member of 

parliament for Die Linke. She said, 
“We are for giving a clear no to 
deportations, yes to the right to 
vote for all people permanently 
living here on all levels and a no to 
the ban on headscarves. 

“It’s an outrage that 9.7 million 
people won’t be able to vote 
because they do not have German 
citizenship. The SPD wants it to 
stay that way. The Greens are 
calling for the right to vote at the 
local level. 

“Only Die Linke says all those 
who live in Germany in the long 
term should be allowed to vote at 
all levels.” 

And Christine added, “Die Linke 
stands for ending foreign wars 
and halting arms exports. Despite 
the experience of Afghanistan, the 
SPD and the Greens continue to be 
champions of Nato.” 

SPD leader Olaf Scholz 
mimics Merkel’s heart 
gesture, just as he 
mimicks her policies

Afd regional leader 
Björn Höcke lets his 
real politics out of the 
bag

Die Linke’s Christine 
Buchhholz protesting 
against growing 
German arms spending

Anti-racist protester 
calls for the interior 
minister Horst 
Seehofer to resign

Baerbock wants an alliance with industry
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
As Starmer puts the 
boot in—socialists and 
the Labour Party
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD
After the Unite 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Thu 30 Sep, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRISTOL
Nuclear power—why 
it isn’t the answer
Thu 30 Sep, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
A rebel’s guide to 
George Orwell
Thu 30 Sep, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Neoliberal collapse and the 
growth of the far right
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
630-181-4857

CHESTERFIELD
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Thu 30 Sep, 7pm
828-532-8731
COVENTRY
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DEVON & CORNWALL
Socialists and the 
politics of sport
Thu 30 Sep, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
EDINBURGH
Peterloo to Cable 
Street—how the working 
class fought back
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Is the independence 
movement in crisis? 
Thu 30 Sep, 7pm
879-2402-3259

HARLOW
How revolution 
smashed slavery
Thu 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HASTINGS
Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
880-5464-3685
HOME COUNTIES
After the Unite 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Thu 30 Sep, 6.30pm
992-204-9372 
HUDDERSFIELD
Can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Wed 29 Sep, 
6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Education, racism and class
Thu 30 Sep, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LIVERPOOL
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 6 Oct, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Climate change, 
anti‑racism and refugees
Thu 30 Sep, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715
LONDON: HARINGEY
Socialists, trade unions 
and the fightback
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Can we stop climate 
catastrophe?
Thu 30 Sep, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON:NEWHAM
Alexei Navalny and the 
political crisis in Russia
Wed 29 Sep, 7pm
818-391-0420 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Sexism and the 
system—the origins of 
women’s oppression
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Can capitalism ever 
be sustainable?
Wed 29 Sep, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON:WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Our bodies, our rights—
defending a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
867-8194-6099
MANCHESTER
How the working class 
can change the world
Wed 29 Sep, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151

NORWICH
After the Unite 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Wed 6 Oct, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Wed 29 Sep, 
7pm
861-2001-6477
PORTSMOUTH
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Wed 29 Sep, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
100 years since 
Partition—can there 
be a united Ireland?
Thu 30 Sep, 
7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Capitalism and the 
fossil fuel economy
Wed 29 Sep, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
WIGAN
After the Unite 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Thu 30 Sep, 
7pm
872-5136-9540

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does Privilege 
Explain Racism?
by Esme Choonara, Ken 
Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 30 Sep, 6.30pm
874-3262-3749

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
& PERTH
Wed 29 Sep, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

LEEDS
Thu 7 Oct, 6pm
881-4770-0676

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
Thu 30 Sep, 7pm
902-964-963

YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Wed 6 Oct, 7pm
827-489-7492

CAPITALISM WRECKS the climate and our lives

F**K the system—is 
socialism possible?

Socialist Worker  22 September 2021
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West Midlands city that spawned a musical movement
TELEVISION
2 TONE: THE SOUND OF 
 COVENTRY
On BBC One across the West Midlands, 
Thurs 30 September, and on BBC2 
across Britain later in the year

THIS SPECIAL hour long 
documentary takes a deep dive 
into the history of the 2 Tone 
movement.

It features a rare interview 
with Jerry Dammers, founder of 
2 Tone. He talks about why he 
launched this independent record 
label and how he came up with 
the ideas for the music and the 
style. There are also interviews 

with The Specials’ Neville 
Staple, and Pauline Black and 
Neol Davies of The Selecter. 

The programme celebrates 
the sense of hope and pride 
embodied in 2 Tone at a time of 
fierce battles against racism.

Personal testimonies, photos 
and archive footage reveal the 
social and cultural significance of 
the music as well as the energy 
and fun of the live gigs and the 
fashion.

The film also charts the story 
of how 2 Tone went on to have a 
global impact and a unique place 
in popular music discovering 
bands and launching the careers 
of Madness and The Beat

Gagarine—a council estate 
where dreams are housed
Facing impending demolition, teenager Youri turns his block of flats into a 
space station, in a film that blends the real and imaginary, writes Yuri Prasad
IN THE cinematic imagination 
council flats are often places of 
danger and degradation. But in 
Gagarine they can be  something 
else entirely—they can be 
spaceships.

This tells the story of the  real-life 
demolition of Paris’s giant Cite 
Gagarine estate through the eyes 
of space obsessed, teenage resident 
Youri (Alseni Bathily).

Abandoned by his mum, the 16 
year old lives alone in the flat they 
once shared, but is cared for by 
a variety of people in his block. In 
many ways, the building itself seems 
to nurture him.

In return,  Youri  uses  his 
 engineering skills to repair the 
estate’s ever-growing faults, and to 
improve people’s lives.

In one simple scene he and his 
friends erect a black canvas cover 
near the building’s entrance. Later 
that day, hundreds of people crowd 
under it to watch a solar eclipse. 

The material allows them to see 
the shadow of the moon slowly 
 blocking out the sun.

The crowd chants Youri’s name, 
and his friend Houssam (Jamil 
McCraven) looks towards him admir-
ingly and tells him to bask in his glory.

Hopes
Youri exchanges the last of his mum’s 
jewellery for light fittings that he 
hopes will help the building pass a 
coming health and safety inspection.

But despite his efforts, Gagarine is 
doomed. 

When the estate opened in 1963, 
it was supposed to be the future—
a place where working class people 
could live in dignity. The  legendary 
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, whose 
name it borrowed, even came to cut 

the ribbon. But more than 50 years 
later there is dangerous subsidence, 
exposed asbestos and lifts that are 
constantly broken. 

Unsurprisingly, the flats fail the 
inspection and demolition is quickly 
announced. Soon everyone has left, 
and builders are busy shuttering the 
place. 

Only one person secretly stays on—
Youri. Though apparently loved by 
everyone, he falls through the cracks.

Alone in his flat he busies himself 
constructing a space station. It is a 
work of genius. 

There are plants that grow through 
a mixture of feed and artificial light, 
and a white panel-lined sleeping 
quarters that looks like a film set. All 
manner of devices ensure that Youri 
survives despite essential services 
having been cut off.

Brutal
In the brutal “real world” the build-
ers are busy smashing the life 
out of his building. But in Youri’s 
 semi-imaginary world the future is 
still one of bold possibilities.

The way the film handles the 
 transition between these two spheres 
is perhaps its greatest strength. 

Memories of the estate are 
 intertwined with the contemporary, 
and set to music, with French old 
school rock legend Serge Gainsbourg 
remixed as dub reggae.

In the end, of course, there has to 
be a clash between the real and the 
imagined. The buildings are wired, 
the charges are set and a crowd of 
former residents are gathered to see 
a big part of their lives blown away.

But where is Youri? His  imagination 
has one last trick to play.
Gagarine, in cinemas and on demand from 
Friday. Go to curzonartificialeye.comIN HIS mind, Youri’s flat is a space station

THE SPECIALS photographed in 1980

RADIO 
ART OF NOW: HONG KONG
Tuesday 28 September, 
11.30am, BBC Radio 4, and then 
on BBC Sounds

ART HAS been part of 
the Hong Kong protest 
movement. A new 
generation of artists has 
creatively responded to 
curbs on civil and political 
freedoms since 2014’s 
Umbrella Revolution. 

But the introduction of 
the National Security Law 
in 2020 gave the Chinese 
state far reaching powers 
to crush any political 
dissent in Hong Kong. 

Many artists have since 
gone to ground. Over 18 
months, producer Neil 
McCarthy spent time with 
two artists, Lumli and 
Lumlong, as they adapted 
to increasing political 
repression.

RADIO 
THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF 
THE WINDOW
Tuesday 28 September, 4pm, 
BBC Radio 4, and then on BBC 
Sounds

RACHEL Hurdley opens 
the window on a story of 
conflict, hierarchy, status 
and ventilation.

The history of windows 
in our homes begins with 
simple openings, designed 
to let in some light and air 
but small enough to stop 
intruders.

Glass was rare and 
expensive so only the 
wealthiest could afford to 
show off their affluence 
with glazed windows. 

But as the technology of 
glass making developed, 
windows became larger 
and made a statement 
about sophistication and 
modernity. 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 A Rebel’s Guide to 
George Orwell
John Newsinger

2  Vygotsky, Education 
and Revolution
Shirley Franklin

3  The Dialectics of Art
John Molyneux
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C
AN I make a 
difference? 
We are often 
told that we 
can achieve 
anything. 

But at the same time we 
are reduced to passively 
watching the decisions or 
the performances of our 
“betters”. We are bombarded 
with the idea that history is 
made by great individuals, 
usually white men.

And so the “failure” to get 
a job, or be an influencer or 
a billionaire, is said to be 
the result of poor individual 
choices.

Yet material reality shapes 
all our lives, and limits the 
space for decision-making. 

Economic crisis, oppres-
sion, poverty and unemploy-
ment are features of capitalist 
society that no individual on 
their own can alter.

There are two responses 
to this harsh corrective to the 
idea we can do anything. 

One is “We cannot make 
history,” as the 19th cen-
tury German politician Otto 
Bismarck wrote. “We must 
wait while it is being made.”

In contrast Karl Marx said 
human beings “make their own 
history, but they do not make 
it as they please; they do not 
make it under self-selected cir-
cumstances, but under circum-
stances existing already, given 
and transmitted from the past.”

But at the same time, “History 
does nothing, it ‘possesses no 
immense wealth,’ it ‘wages no 
battles.’ It is man, real, living 
man who does all that.”

Marx’s great insight, despite 
the gender-specific language, 
was to point out that people 
make history. But they cannot 
influence society in any direc-
tion they choose.

I
NDIVIDUALS  cannot 
exert their will inde-
p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e 
conditions in which 
they find  themselves. As 
the playwright Bertolt 

Brecht put it, “first food then 
morality.”

If there is not enough food 
to go around, then feeding 
 everyone is not possible. But 
if there is enough food to go 
around—and there is—there 
must also be subjective condi-
tions to make a world free of 
hunger possible.

There must be a level of con-
sciousness and organisation 
among a sufficient number of 
people to change the way soci-
ety is organised.

So the extent of influence an 
individual has is determined by 
the weight of social forces on 
them.

As the Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky wrote, “Similar 
(of course, far from identical) 
irritations in similar condi-
tions call out similar reflexes—
the more powerful the irrita-
tion, the sooner it overcomes 
 personal peculiarities. 

“To a tickle, people react 
differently, but to a red-hot 
iron, alike. As a steam-hammer 

converts a sphere and a cube 
alike into sheet metal, so under 
the blow of too great and inex-
orable events resistances are 
smashed and the boundaries of 
‘individuality’ lost.”

So under the pressure of 
class society, we cannot simply 
move to something else by force 
of will. Now the anger, exploi-
tation and alienation existing 
within society results in strife. 

This manifests itself in a 
variety of ways, not all of 
them positive. But many are— 
complaining, meetings, dem-
onstrations, strikes and, even 

occasionally, revolutions. 
There are all sorts of divi-

sions in society that can lead 
to one group dominating and 
oppressing another. 

But suffering and oppression 
in themselves aren’t necessarily 
a source of power.

The key group in this  context 
are workers. They make up 
a powerful class in capitalist 
societies. 

The system relies on their 
labour so that bosses can make 
profits. If workers withdraw it, 
they can stop production and 
the flow of profit. But most 

days most workers don’t feel 
powerful. 

They are central to produc-
tion but they have no control 
over it. Workers don’t decide 
what is produced, how it’s 
 produced or how much is made. 
All of these decisions are in the 
hands of bosses.

W
orkers aren’t 
in charge of 
their labour 
a n d  f e e l 
a l i e n a t e d 
f r o m  t h e 

whole process.
This is why some can accept 

the dominant right wing ideas. 
It’s easier to blame a migrant 

for attacks on jobs when a col-
lective response targeting the 
boss seems impossible.

And a great deal of ruling 
class expense and energy is 
expended on dividing and 
atomising us on the basis of 
oppressions based on  sexuality, 
gender and race.

The idea that there is no 
alternative seems to make 
sense if you don’t feel there’s a 
force that can change it.

Many people will go along 
with some right wing ideas 
while rejecting others.

This is why socialists put 
so much stress on workers’ 
 self-activity. It isn’t just that 
action can win real reforms—

though that would be enough 
reason to resist. 

Action can also shake peo-
ple’s ideas about how the world 
works and their position within 
it. 

From thinking that it ’s 
impossible to beat the boss, 
someone who won something 
after striking can see things 
very differently.

Every struggle has the poten-
tial to shift ideas. 

Even small gains plant the 
seed of future ones. But this 
process isn’t automatic, it is 
contested. 

The return of normality 
can make gains seem distant 
and the victories coming not  
from self-activity but from 
above.

T
HE PROBLEM is 
soc ia l ists  can 
expect  radical 
r e s p o n s e s  t o 
events that may 
not occur. 

In William Shakespeare’s 
Henry IV, Owen Glendower 
brags, “I can call the sprits 
from the vasty deep.” To which 
Hotspur retorts, “Why, so can I, 
or so can any man, but will they 
come when you call them?”

Repeatedly urging for a mass 
strike or revolution will be a 
cry in the wilderness without a 
strong workers’ movement, in 
which our class has established 
the confidence and know-how 
to fight.

This is not an argument for 
passivity even in the worst of 
times. 

Sometimes holding a torch 
in a dark room is better than 
nothing. 

But while people at the top 
of the labour movement are 

READ MORE
lDo activists really 
need to join a party?  
by Joseph Choonara 
bit.ly/3tNCzNW

lThe Point Is To 
Change It : an 
introduction to Marxist 
Philosophy
by John Molyneux, £7

lOn the Role of the 
Individual in History  
by Georgi Plekhanov, 
£14.50 and at bit.ly/
Plekhanov0921

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Individuals and collectives

CAN I MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE?
We often hear the idea that history is made by great acts 
from great individuals. Simon Basketter explores this idea 
and the strengths and weaknesses of individual activism

fond of rhetorically saying 
it’s better to die fighting than 
to live on your knees, it is far 
better to fight and win. The task 
is to constantly spread and link 
struggles. 

Fighting every attack and 
taking up every opportunity 
for resistance can shape a 
 workplace or a campaign. 

Building solidarity for the 
fights of others can help confi-
dence in one’s fights and opens 
the prospect of building united 
action and breaking down 
barriers.

Standing up again oppres-
sion on principle and encour-
aging every possible chance 
of resistance lay the basis for 
better organised resistance in 
the future.

And when large forces of 
people rise, these links and 
experiences become vital. 

History is full of situations in 
which a point of extreme ten-
sion—because the wider social 
forces are balanced—is broken 
in one direction or another by 
the action or inaction of indi-
viduals. Do we go forwards or 
back?

T
HIS tension lies 
w i t h i n  e v e r y 
 m o v e m e n t 
o f  r e s i s t a n c e 
and campaign. 
W h e t h e r  t o 

resist and in what way is a 
constant debate. How indi-
viduals respond and how 
they  convince others to act 
is of vital importance.

One aspect of this is  building 
up a counterweight to the 
respect for the establishment, 
and the status quo. 

There is no shortage of 
people who will argue that it’s 
in the best interest of all to calm 
things down. 

But when someone urges 
caution are they right or 
conservative? 

When another urges charging 
at the cops are they  foolhardy 
or grasping the potential of the 
moment?

At one level this is simply the 
lived experience of a  movement, 
but it is important not just to re-
enact experience. 

So when a revolutionary 
says, “We must occupy this fac-
tory”, do they have the respect 
of their workmates to know that 
they are not a fool but are to be 
trusted and are convincing? 

One way to make that more 
likely is through the previous 
experience of shared struggle 
and resistance.

Knowing when to fight and 

what it is possible to achieve 
at any moment comes through 
both individual experiences  
and those of the class as a 
whole. 

A key mechanism for distill-
ing that experience is for people 
to organise together as a revolu-
tionary party.

And it makes absolute sense 
not to wait for a big moment for 
people to organise together. 

Any revolutionary party has 
to be full of “leaders”—people 
who can take initiatives, think 
on their feet and most impor-
tantly learn from the battles 
that they are part of to take the 
struggle forward.

So can I make difference? Of 
course you can. 

And you’ll make a real differ-
ence if you get organised.

An individual 
man protests 
(top) Russian 
revolutionaries 
organised 
together in the 
Bolshevik Party 
(above)

We cannot 
simply move to 
something else 
by force of will 

‘‘ 
Otto Bismarck

STRIKING UNIVERSITY lecturers hold a banner reading, “Unity is strength.”

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Attica riot 1971—‘We aren’t 
beasts, we won’t be beaten’

Fifty years ago 
prisoners in a US jail 
exploded in revolt. 
Sam Ord looks at the 
resistance—and the 
state’s revenge

A PRISON uprising can leave 
even presidents shaken. 

That was certainly the 
case in August 1971 when 
people caged in Attica 
prison in upstate New 
York revolted against the 
system of incarceration. 

The revolt was a powerful 
element that formed part 
of a period of rage and 
revolt  against the racism 
ingrained within US society. 

It also showed that 
determination to resist 
was so strong that it could 
appear anywhere, even 
within prison walls. 

Attica prison held a 
majority black and Latino 
population in terrible 
conditions with very little 
access to medical care. 

Such conditions 
were commonplace in 
prisons across the US. 

White guards, some of 
them members of white 
supremacist organisations, 
watched over the inmates.

Racism
The prisoners faced brutal 
racism, with guards forcing 
white inmates to remain 
segregated and banning 
Islamic religious practices. 

The civil rights movement 
had inspired many of 
the inmates. And the 
recent murders of Black 
Panther Fred Hampton 
and Malcolm X led them to 
revolutionary conclusions. 

Inmate Herbert X Blyden 
co-founded the Attica 
Liberation Faction (ALF). 

The group understood 
that the violent prison 
system was a tool of the 
state to oppress individuals 
based on race and class. 

They argued for prison 
reforms such as a minimum 
wage and better conditions. 

But they also argued for 
prisons to be replaced with 
educational programmes 
that gave more opportunities 
to working class people. 

In August 1971, 700 
Attica prisoners refused food 

in response to the murder 
of Black Panther George 
Jackson at San Quentin 
State Prison, California. 

In the following weeks, 
tensions between guards 
and inmates rose and 
culminated in a riot 
beginning on 9 September. 

Twelve hundred prisoners 
occupied the yard. They 
seized tear gas canisters and 
took 40 guards hostage.

They organised first aid, 
rationed food and elected 
a strike committee.

Elliott Barkley was 
elected speaker. He told 
the press, “We are men, 
we are not beasts, and 
we do not intend to be 
beaten or driven as such.

“What has happened 
here is but the sound 
before the fury of those 
who are oppressed.”

In the yard rivalries 
between prisoners started 
to break down. One older 
man reportedly began to 
cry as it had been so long 
since he was “allowed to 
get close to someone.” The 

revolt shook the ruling class 
leading President Richard 
Nixon to intervene. 

Nixon and the prison 
bosses wanted to set a 
clear example to black 
inmates and their families 
and supporters that their 
resistance would be futile. 

They called for the uprising 
to be crushed and demands 
for an amnesty to be ignored.

Prisoners refused to back 
down, and so the prison 
commissioner ordered 
troops into the yard.

Helicopters dropped tear 
gas, and guards fired 2,000 
shots blindly into the haze. 

They massacred 
29 prisoners and shot 
Barkley in the back.

Tortured
Survivors were stripped, 
tortured and deprived of 
medical attention. Blyden 
was starved for days, 
and others were sexually 
assaulted and had their 
genitals mutilated.

Prison bosses branded 
their rampage a “beautiful 
operation”. Nixon agreed, 
saying the way to stop 
“radicals” was to “kill a few”.

Attica has been a model 
for many following prison 
strikes, including the 2016 
strike, which began on 
Attica’s 45th anniversary. 

Those strikes spread 
to 45 facilities.

It showed that some of 
the most downtrodden 
and oppressed people 
would fight back fiercely 
by any means necessary.

FIGHTING FOR freedom in Attica

Prisoners 
seized tear gas 
canisters and 
took 40 guards 
hostage

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
RESISTANCE
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A ‘just transition’ to climate jobs is essential  
by SOPHIE SQUIRE  

A “JUST transit ion” for 
 workers is a phrase that 
was initially coined by trade 
unions and taken up by envi-
ronmental activists and NGOs 
alike. 

It refers to a plan for 
 workers in polluting indus-
tries to be retrained for green 
jobs in the renewable sector. 

This year a just transition 
was a top priority for many 
union leaders at the TUC 
union federation congress. 

Many voiced their concern 
that the essential shutting 
down of polluting industries 
would mean job losses for 
their members. 

Fossil
But in the face of rising tem-
peratures and global emis-
sions, the reports are clear—
we must stop burning fossil 
fuels. 

That means writing off 
masses of infrastructure 
including polluting power 
stations. 

Such high stakes mean 
that trade unions either con-
tinue to support toxic indus-
tries or take up a radical 

and transformative program 
around jobs and the climate. 

This program wouldn’t 
only replace jobs lost in the 
fossil fuel industry but would 
offer safer and cleaner jobs. 

It would alleviate  workers 
from the heavy mental 
burden of working in an 
industry that many are keenly 
aware is costing the planet. 

But this is not what some 
trade union leaders, who 

represent workers in the oil 
and gas industry, are cur-
rently proposing. Some 
unions use a just transition 
to justify the construction of 
new nuclear power plants.  

But despite unions, includ-
ing Unite and GMB, claiming 
nuclear power is safe, it never 
will be. 

Even if it were safe, each 
plant would take over a 
decade to build. 

This means a nuclear strat-
egy to replace fossil fuels 
would come too late to offset 
emissions. A just transition 
cannot be solely about retain-
ing jobs, and it certainly 
should not be about creating 
jobs in a dangerous and dirty 
industry like nuclear power.

It must be about the 
 transformation of the econ-
omy as a whole. 

When the Fiddlers Ferry 

coal-fired power station 
in Cheshire was closed for 
good last year, workers were 
reported to have been rede-
ployed to other SSE power 
stations. 

The power plant’s closing 
could have been an oppor-
tunity for unions to fight for 
workers to be reemployed in 
green jobs. 

But this opportunity was 
missed and there was no sug-
gestion of a just transition by 
either GMB or Unite. 

The Tories are indeed 
 failing to provide enough 
investment into green jobs. 

Britain only invests a quar-
ter of what France spends 
on green infrastructure. 

Justification
But some union leaders have 
used this as a justification to 
argue for  maintaining the 
oil and gas industry, while 
developing nuclear power 
capabilities. 

This compromise is a 
 dangerous and defeatist one  
that fails to address the imme-
diacy of the climate crisis. 

Other union leaders that 
won’t wade into this argu-
ment are complicit. 

Their silence allows right 

wing opinions to dominate 
and set the agenda. As always 
these debates often leave 
little room for what work-
ers in the oil and gas indus-
try think.

A poll conducted last year 
found that 51 percent of 
 offshore oil and gas workers 
said they would be interested 
in working in the renewable 
industry. 

Unions with members in 
the oil and gas industry must 
listen to these workers and 
offer them much more than 
continuing to climate chaos. 

It was disappointing that 
there was little talk at the 
TUC of  joining protests out-
side Cop26 in November. 

Trade unionists ought to 
be leading the charge that 
could force the Tories to 
invest in green jobs. 

But workers must go 
 further. A truly just transi-
tion would transform every 
industry to preserve the envi-
ronment, which is impossible 
under the current system. 

Workers must look beyond 
the often limited thinking of 
trade union bureaucrats to 
implement the radical trans-
formation needed to save us 
all from climate disaster.

WORKERS AT a climate rally in Minneapolis, United States  Picture: Lorie ShauLL
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Complicated process means democracy is left at the door 
FOR THE Labour left, 
conference seems one 

of the only opportunities 
to influence and 
challenge the leadership 
and MPs.

But its workings 
reveal just how little 
power they have. 

For a start, the 
whole process is 
tightly controlled by 
the party’s machine.

It’s a struggle even to 
get motions heard—as 
was shown just last week. 

Constituency Labour 
Parties had submitted a 
motion on a Green New 

Deal to be considered for 
debate at conference.

Yet before the 
conference even began, the 
Conference Arrangements 
Committee—which 
controls what happens on 
conference floor—decided 
it couldn’t be heard.

Even if a motion gets 
past the committee, 
there’s still a long 
journey before it even 
gets close to becoming 
party policy.

First, the conference 
has to decide whether 
to even discuss it by 
voting on broad topics 

for debate during the 
rest of the conference.

If your topic is chosen, 
your motion is sent 
to a “compositing” 
meeting, where it is 
mashed together with 
other motions on the 
same topic and most 
likely watered down.

Constituency delegates 
have to wrangle 
over precise wording 
against experienced 
officials and MPs. 

Whatever comes out 
of that is finally sent to 
the conference floor. 

It is discussed 

simultaneously with 
similar motions, and the 
chair tightly controls 
who gets to speak.

And after all that, even 
if your motion passes, 
MPs are entitled to ignore 
conference decisions. 

When Labour MPs were 
first elected in significant 
numbers in 1906, they 
immediately began defying 
supporters’ wishes.

After supporters 
complained, Labour’s 
response was to make 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party “independent” 
of conference. 

Parliament was 
more important.

This reveals a 
broader truth about 
the Labour Party.

As an organisation 
focussed on change 
through parliament, 
Labour prioritises the 
power of MPs, who feel 
much more sharply the 
need to be “respectable.”

Members—who look to 
the Labour Party for more 
progressive change—are 
deliberately marginalised.

No wonder many 
Labour activists are 
starting to look elsewhere.

Union leaders 
back the MPs

 SOME left wing 
activists want 

the conference to 
vote through a rule 
that would make MPs 
accountable once again.

But its success 
depends on the support 
of union leaders in a 
“block vote”.

And historically, 
union leaders have 
consistently acted 
to protect the 
independence of the 
party MPs.

Voting power 
at the conference 
is divided 50/50 
between delegates 
from Constituency 
Labour Parties and 
those from affiliated 
organisations—mostly 
trade unions.

So although affiliates 
have many fewer 
delegates than CLPs, 
their votes end up 
carrying much more 
weight.

A relative handful of 
trade union delegates, 
usually following the 
instructions of their 
union leaders, can 
defeat thousands of 
Labour Party members 
from CLPs.

This reflects the role 
of union leaders inside 
the Labour Party. Unions 
founded Labour in 1900 
to do in parliament what 
they did in workplaces—
mediate between the 
bosses and workers.

Sometimes they have 
clashed with MPs—but 
ultimately, because 
they also see electing 
a Labour government 
as the way to get 
social change—they 
protect MPs’ power over 
members.

One very recent 
example of this came at 
a Labour conference in 
2018. 

Party members 
wanted the right to 
“reselect” MPs ahead of 
elections.

 But union 
delegates—including 
those from Unite, who 
claimed to be on the 
side of the members—
used their block vote to 
thwart it.

Labour conference won’t 
give members a real say  
Labour Party conference is approaching. Nick Clark investigates its limitations 
and talks to left Labour activists about what they think this year’s will bring 

 THE last time the Labour 
Party had a proper confer-

ence, Jeremy Corbyn was still 
leader and the 2019 general elec-
tion hadn’t even been called.

Though Corbyn had retreated over 
Brexit and Palestinian rights under a 
battering from Labour MPs, the left still 
dominated on the conference floor.

It’s a world away from the 
 conference left wing activists expect 
now. 

After Starmer banned four left 
wing groups from the party, there are 
reports that many elected delegates 
have been suspended on the  flimsiest 
of pretexts.

It’s left delegates feeling angry, but 
also under siege. Two left wing party 
activists spoke to Socialist Worker—
but neither want to be named for fear 
of being expelled.

Investigation
One, a Momentum activist from the 
south of England, said, “Delegates 
should be angry at good Labour Party 
people being put under investigation 
because they were photographed two 
years ago with the Socialist Appeal 
newspaper under their arm.

“There will be people angry 
at what’s happening to their left 
comrades.”

Another member—a  leading 
member of Jewish Voice for Labour 
(JVL)—said it was all part of 
Starmer’s effort to make the party 
acceptable to the rich again. “It’s 
all about making it very clear to the 
ruling class that Labour is ready to be 
the bosses’ second 11 again.

“That’s what this is all about—
trying to return to Blairite  centralised 
control and members having very 
little say in policy.”

In response, left wing  organisations 
are pushing to try and defend left 
wing politics in Labour.

There are protests planned  outside 
the conference venue—and battles 
inside to vote through left wing policy 
motions and rule changes.

The left are organising to reject 
the appointment of David Evans as 
 general secretary if it’s put to a vote—
and will apparently be joined by dele-
gates from the powerful Unite union. 
But even these activists are realistic 
about what they can achieve in the 
circumstances. 

“Whether there are enough left 
wing delegates to make that a reality, 
I don’t know,” said the JVL member. 

“The right are worried and that’s 
why they’re targeting delegates in 
purges. And under Starmer a lot 
of members have stopped paying 
their fees, stopped turning out for 
leafleting.”

And the Momentum activist said, 
“Labour is a mass party of the people 
and I believe it can change. But 
 sometimes you wonder, what can you 
do? If we can have a spark of hope 
out of this conference we can reignite 
things. But I’ve got a feeling it might 
be a bit flat. We might not get those 
gains, and change might look hard.” Union leaders control large 

numbers of votes

Socialist Worker  22 September 2021
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Union rep 
sacked for 
reporting 
racism
A NEU union rep at 
Shrewsbury Colleges Group in 
Shropshire has been sacked 
for taking a stand against 
racism in their workplace.

John Boken, who was 
sacked last week, claimed 
that he worked in a “toxic 
workplace”. 

As John’s victimisation 
began workers rallied around 
him and joined pickets 
lines at all three college 
campuses which span across 
Shrewsbury.

Many protests and rallies 
were also called in defence of 
John. 

As John’s case developed, 
staff members understood 
that his victimisation and 
subsequent sacking is a part 
of a wider pattern of attacks 
on NEU reps. 

Criticism
He initially feared raising the 
complaint of racism as other 
workers had been forced out 
of the profession as a result of 
similar actions.

Wanting to protect his 
position he complained 
anonymously.

Following his complaint, 
John received criticism for 
union activities such as 
conducting surveys and 
visiting other campuses to 
oversee health and safety 
measures.

He was also victimised 
for hosting a meeting about 
the unsafe return to schools 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Over 1,200 people have 
signed a petition in defence of 
John.

John was sacked for 
receiving student complaints. 

John’s manager also 
refused to speak to the unions 
and college’s intermediary 
body to find a resolution.

Disappointing
“Ultimately they have sacked 
a rep who reported a racist 
incident,” John told Socialist 
Worker. “They have come for 
me to attempt to break the 
union.

“It’s disappointing and 
incredibly upsetting but, I 
hope they reinstate me so I 
can continue fighting for NEU 
members’ workplace rights. 
But more importantly, I want 
to get back into the classroom 
doing what I love the most,” 
said John.

The toxic workplace 
environment has restricted 
many workers. 

As Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group workers in the NEU plan 
petitions, rallies and protests, 
activists call for the local trade 
union movement to offer 
solidarity.
nMessages of support to jean.
evanson@neu.org.uk. 
Updates can be found on Twitter 
@NEUWestMidlands

New term signals big battles ahead 
for university and college workers
WORKERS ARE launching 
a fightback in universities 
and colleges as the new 
term begins with a number 
of strikes and disputes set 
to kick off in the next few 
weeks.  

Strikes are set to begin at 
15 colleges on 28-29 Sep-
tember and then from 5-15 
October. 

Workers in further educa-
tion have seen as much as a 
30 percent pay deduction in 
the last 10 years. They will 
also strike over workload and 
conditions. 

Activists in the UCU union 
are getting ready for signifi-
cant strikes in higher educa-
tion in defence of the USS 
pension scheme. 

If the scheme is slashed, 
some workers could see a 35 
 percent cut to their pensions. 

Along with the attacks on 
pensions, university  workers 
also plan to strike over 
equal pay, casual contracts, 
 workload and a real-term 
pay rise. 

Disputes
Last week, delegates to UCU’s 
special HE Sector Confer-
ence voted in large num-
bers to pursue both disputes 
together. 

The new term and an 
influx of students will bring 
a fresh threat of covid out-
breaks in universities. 

Many UCU activists are 
making it clear that staff 
should feel confident enough 

to walk out if they think 
their working environment 
is unsafe.

Already there is potential 
for action at Dundee univer-
sity which has ignored the 
Scottish government’s Covid 
safety guidelines. 

And Dundee is also the 
subject of another dispute 
this time around “pension 
poverty”. 

University bosses want to 
scrap the workers’ pension 
scheme and replace it with 
one that leaves their wages 
after retirement at the mercy 

of the market. The attack 
affects as many as 900 work-
ers at the university.

 Members of the Unison 
union are set to strike for five 
days from Wednesday of next 
week, with a rally in the city 
centre on the first day. 

It is clear that workers in 
higher and further education 
are pushing hard against 
the further marketisation of 
an education system run for 
profit. 

 Linking up these disputes 
for a unified fight will be 
essential. 

WORKERS AT Queen’s university Belfast on strike last year 

Fight back continues at 
Oaks Park High school
EIGHTY TEACHERS and 
student support staff 
employed at Oaks Park 
High school in Redbridge, 
east London walked out for 
three more days last week.

Workers who are NEU 
union members are fighting 
back against severe bullying 
from school management that 
led to the sacking of a rep. 

The sacked rep raised 
safety concerns during the 
height of the pandemic at 
the beginning of this year.

Four staff members used 
Section 44 to refuse the 
return to unsafe workplaces 
in January and demanded 
to work from home. All four 
were then denied permanent 
employment positions.

Workers also joined 
picket lines for three days 
last week which followed 
12 days of action in June 

and July. Strikers keep 
maintaining pressure on 
the council. Last week 
staff rallied outside Labour 
MP Wes Streeting’s office 
and held banners reading, 
“Stop backing bullies”.

These actions follow a 
100-strong protest outside 
Redbridge town hall which 
highlighted the Labour 
council’s refusal to back the 
workers over the school’s 
use of strikebreakers.

Redbridge NEU secretary, 
Venda Premkumar said, 
“It is shocking to see the 
school is hiring strike 
breakers. This is unlawful. 
Why is a Labour council 
allowing union busting 
practices in our borough?”
nStrikers are asking for people 
to write their frustrations to the 
leader of Redbridge council, Jas.
athwal@redbridge.gov.uk

EDUCATION

OBITUARY
Martin Pitt
1944-2021
MARTIN WAS a lifelong 
anti-racist who opposed 
South African apartheid 
during the 1969 all-white 
Springbok rugby tour, fought 
the National Front in the 
1970s and Boris Johnson 
and Nigel Farage today.

He joined the 
International Socialists, the 
forerunner of the SWP, in 
the 1970s when there was a 
string of important industrial 
victories.

He was inspired by a 
vision of a world with no 
wars, no ethnic hatred, and 
an end to poverty. He was 
committed to doing his bit to 
bring about a better world.

His knowledge of our 
politics meant that he had 
the confidence to listen to 
newer comrades, mull over 
their concerns, and give a 
well thought out reply.

He gave up a soul-
destroying job in Glaxo to 

get his PhD in biochemistry. 
After that, he worked in 
further education.

During the Iranian 
revolution of 1979 Martin 
went to Iran. He was 
learning Farsi and had strong 
personal ties with Mujgan, 
an Iranian comrade he later 
married.

I remember him telling 
me about being ordered off a 
plane from Tehran. 

He had done SWP 
meetings and written about 
the revolution, so he was 
worried that the Mullahs’ 
regime was going to shoot 

him. He survived because 
there were businessmen on 
the plane who the regime did 
not want to touch.

With his partner Anne, 
he was totally committed 
to the task of SWP branch 
building, the phone rounds, 
getting materials and tables to 
Socialist Worker sales, setting 
agendas and phoning speakers. 

He was always confident 
and cheerful, and ready to 
make jokes. When in hospital 
with cancer, he wrote the 
humorous pamphlet “Men in 
nappies”.

He loved Chris Harman’s 
book A People’s History of 
the World. But he realised 
many people would probably 
not have the time to read 
it so decided to write a 
pamphlet explaining the 
basic analysis.

In close collaboration with  
Anne he wrote the pamphlet 
The Myths of Capitalism.

We all have lost a lovely 
human being and comrade. I 
have lost my brother.
Dick Pitt

SCHOOLS

Protesting outside Redbridge council earlier this month

Martin Pitt
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Pay battles on the 
Manchester trams
by SAM ORD

OVER 300 drivers and 
supervisors on the Greater 
Manchester Metrolink tram 
network were set to strike 
this weekend over pay.

Workers in the Unite union 
returned a 97 percent vote for 
strikes after bosses offered a 
rise of just 1 percent—a cut 
in real terms.

Unite general secretary 
Sharon Graham said, “Unite 
will not allow members’ pay 
and living standards to be 
eroded.” Strikes this Saturday 
and Sunday would cause 
severe disruption, coinciding 
with the Great Manchester 
Run and a Manchester United 
home game.

Further strikes are also 
set for Sunday 10 October 
to clash with the Manchester 
marathon and on Sunday 
24 October the day of the 
Manchester United and 
Liverpool football match.

Manchester trams are 
operated by Keolis and Amey. 
Amey’s profit more than dou‑
bled in the first half of 2021.
lMessages of support to dave.
roberts@unitetheunion.org  
Tweet support to 
@Unite_NorthWest

nHUNDREDS OF ticket 
examiners and train conduc‑
tors employed by ScotRail 
continue their Sunday strikes 
after their six month re‑ ballot 
showed an overwhelming 
will to continue their strike.

The workers in the RMT 
union are f ighting for 
 overtime pay equal with train 
drivers.

ScotRail bosses continue 
to endanger public safety 

by employing under‑trained 
strikebreakers, claims the 
RMT.

Team managers in the 
TSSA, rail workers’ union 
voted to strike against being 
drafted as strikebreakers.

Train cleaners have taken 
action short of a strike by 
refusing to work on their rest 
days. Gateline workers are 
refusing to work overtime. 
Further strikes could disrupt 

Cop26, despite pressure from 
the Scottish National Party to 
bow down to bosses.

Meanwhile 250 ScotRail 
engineers in Unite the union 
have voted 78 percent for 
strikes to win better pay and 
no compulsory redundancies.

Action short of a strike was 
set to begin on Friday of this 
week.

nSENIOR conductors and 
train managers on East 
Midlands Railway  continue 
the i r  24 ‑hour  week ly 
walkouts

They ’ re  invo lved  in 
 separate disputes  regarding 
the safety of operating 
12‑carriage trains that have 
no connecting walkway 
between some units.

Workers oppose bosses’ 
plans to position just one 
manager or senior conductor 
on board.

nSOUTH WESTERN Railway  
(SWR) workers in the RMT 
union are protesting over 
cuts.

SWR bosses  p lan  a 
15  percent cut to all services 
as part of a wider attack on 
workers’ pay and jobs.
lSign the petition at  
bit.ly/SWRcuts

ROUND-UP

New fight at Royal Parks
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
working at Royal Parks 
in central London are 
set to strike for the 
whole of  October.

The cleaners—members 
of the PCS and UVW 
unions—work for private 
contractor Just Ask Services. 

They are fighting against 
possible job cuts later this 
year, and are demanding 
the same sick pay, maternity 
pay, annual leave, and 
pension entitlement as 
workers employed directly.

The workers have already 
held 18 days of strikes, and 
now want to escalate.
lSend a message of support 
to outsourcedworkers@
pcs.org.uk Donate to the 
strike fund. The Royal Parks 
Crowdfunder closes soon. 
Members have raised £8,572 
and agreed to try and get this 
up to £9,000 by the deadline. 
Check the PCS website and @
pcs_union twitter for activities 
you can support throughout 
the strike in October.

nTHE DISABLED People 
Against Cuts campaign 
group has called a protest 
for Saturday against 
cuts in Universal Credit. 
It is also demanding 
the £20 a week uplift is 
applied to all benefits.
lProtest Saturday 28 
September, 11.30am, Kings 
Cross station courtyard, 
Euston Road London N1 9AL

nTHOUSANDS OF lorry 
drivers and warehouse 
workers at four Tesco 
distribution centres 
have rejected a below 
inflation pay offer. 

If workers vote for 
strikes, Tesco’s shelves will 
become empty this winter

In a consultative ballot, 
Unite union members 
overwhelmingly rejected 
Tesco’s offer of a 2.5 percent 
pay increase. The centres 
affected are Belfast, 
Didcot, Doncaster and 
Thurrock with more than 
3,500 workers involved.

EAST MIDLANDS Railway strikers are standing firm

Stand with 
Paul Holmes
SUPPORTERS OF victimised 
trade unionist Paul Holmes 
were set to hold a lobby 
and a solidarity rally in his 
support on Thursday and 
Saturday of this week.

Paul’s bosses at Kirklees 
council suspended him 
in November 2019. 

As branch secretary of 
Kirklees Unison, Paul has 
led strikes and campaigns 
against cuts and bullying.

There were four ballots 
among Kirklees workers at the 
time that Paul was suspended. 

Kirklees council deputy 
leader, a Labour councillor, 
said “there is a Father 
Christmas” after hearing 
of Paul’s suspension.
lLobby Paul’s hearing—
Thursday 23 September and 
Friday 8 October, 9-10am, 
Cedar Court Hotel, Ainley 
Top, Huddersfield, HD3 3RH.
Solidarity rally—Saturday 25 
September, 12-2pm, The Red 
Shed, 18 Vicarage St South, 
Wakefield, WF1 1QX

Strike at GKN 
and Weetabix
WORKERS AT GKN Drivelines’ 
factory in Erdington, 
Birmingham, are set to 
begin an all out continuous 
strike from Monday to 
keep the factory open.

In January parent company 
Melrose GKN announced that 
the factory would lose in 2022 
at the cost of 500 jobs.

The Unite union delayed 
strikes to arrange talks, but 
Melrose GKN refused to attend. 
Strikes will impact production 
at car plants such as Jaguar, 
Land Rover, Nissan and Toyota.

nUNITE UNION members 
at Weetabix factories in 
Kettering and Corby in 
Northamptonshire were set 
to begin a series of 48‑hour 
strikes on Tuesday this week. 

This will be followed by 
strikes on the same days every 
week until December. The 
workers face changes to their 
shifts and working patterns 
that could leave them £5,000 a 
year worse off.

Not enough lorry drivers? 
Make them work for longer 
THE government has 
responded to the shortage 
of lorry drivers by 
further extending the 
maximum driving timing 
for lorry drivers.

A “temporary extension” is 
already in place since 12 July. 
But now the government 
seems to be planning to 
push this until 23 January.

Under the government’s 
relaxation, drivers can drive 
for up to 11 hours a day 
and a total of 99 hours a 
fortnight. That compares to 
10 hours a day and 90 hours 
a fortnight previously. Rest 
periods are also reduced.

The government has 
repeatedly relaxed the 
driving regulations since the 
beginning of the pandemic. 

Since March 2020 
the driving regulations 

have been relaxed for 
ten out of 18 months.

The Unite union says 
it is very concerned that 
extended driving hours 
is having a cumulative 
effect on driver fatigue. 

With the increased hours 
now continuing throughout 
the autumn and winter 
months—with longer 
periods of darkness and 
poorer weather—Unite fears 
accidents will increase.

There are a number 
of lorry drivers’ disputes 
taking place.

They include at 
Booker and Hanson.

The unions should 
be fighting for big pay 
rises and safe conditions 
for all lorry drivers.

The shortage of workers 
should be a spur to struggle.

GLASGOW PEOPLE Before 
Profit activists protested 
last Saturday against 
the rise in National 
Insurance Contributions. 

They also called on the 
Scottish government to offset 
the losses that the lowest 
paid workers will face.

A group of around 1,000 
anti-vaxxers swamped the 
area where the protest 
was assembling.

But People Before Profit 
moved to the city’s George 
Square where there was 
a lot of public support.
Pauline Brady

nAROUND 70 union 
members working on the 
Canadian Natural Resources 
contract for offshore 
contractor Petrofac are 
voting on strikes over pay.

The Unite union members 
are employed on the Ninian 

Central, Ninian South and 
Tiffany platforms. The ballot 
will close on 18 October.

nBUS DRIVERS for 
operating company 
Stagecoach in South Wales 
are balloting over pay.

The workers in the Unite 
union are fighting for at least 
£10.50 an hour to match 
drivers’ pay at other firms.

The dispute affects workers 
at the Cwmbran, Brynmawr 
and Blackwood depots.

nSOME 57 Unite union 
members on the Woolwich 
ferry in east London 
continue to strike three 
times a week throughout 
September having taken 
action since May.

Workers oppose the 
victimisation of two 
Unite union reps and the 
use of agency staff.

VICTIMISATIONOUTSOURCED WORKERS

ROUND-UP

RECLAIM PRIDE

HEALTH AND SAFETY

‘Pride is not for profit,’ 
say Merseyside marchers
HUNDREDS OF people joined 
a Reclaim Pride protest in 
Liverpool on Saturday. 

The rally and march were 
in response to a series of 
violent homophobic and 
transphobic attacks in 
the city and a rise in hate 
crimes across Merseyside. 

Speakers called to reclaim 
Pride as a protest after years 
of corporate sponsorships 
and a shift towards the 
event simply as a party.

Protesters chanted, 
“Pride is not for profit, 
keep your hands off it”.
John Carr

Hundreds joined the protest in Merseyside last week 
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INSULATE BRITAIN activists blocked the A1 slip road in Hatfield, Hertfordshire on Monday  Picures:Guy smallman

The Tories and right wing media have launched huge attacks on the climate action group, Insulate Britain. But 
Sophie Squire argues that in the face of government inaction and repression it’s right for protests to be disruptive
TORY HOME secretary 
Priti  Patel last week 
ordered the cops to take 
“decisive action” against 
climate protesters.

And the police followed 
her orders, cracking down on 
 protesters who blocked the 
M25, one of Britain’s busiest 
motorways.

Cops arrested almost 70 
people on Monday morn-
ing this week on suspicion of 
 conspiracy to cause a public 
nuisance. 

They had already arrested 
more than 120 activists from 
the Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
linked group, Insulate Britain. 

Patel said, “This govern-
ment will not stand by and 
allow a small minority of 
 selfish protesters to cause sig-
nificant disruption.”

She promised that the 
protest-smashing Police Bill, 
which the House of Lords is 
currently debating, would 
hand cops more repressive 
powers.

Top cops complained 
that the present legisla-
tion  prevented police from 
 crushing Insulate Britain 
quickly. Richard Walton, 

former head of counter-ter-
ror at the London Metropol-
itan Police, said, “The illegal 
blockading of motorways is 
environmental extremism, not 
legal protest.

“Environmental extrem-
ists using planned, illegal tac-
tics of the blockading of main 
roads need to be dealt with as 
robustly as Islamist extrem-
ists.”

Insulate Britain first 
blocked the M25 and M3 
motorways on 13 September, 
and then other busy roads 
later that week. They returned 
to block the M25 on Monday  
of this week.

The group demanded the 
British government “immedi-
ately promises to fully fund 
and take responsibility for the 
insulation of all social housing 
in Britain by 2025”.

One member of the group 
said, “Unfortunately, 10,000 
won’t make it through this 
winter because of fuel pov-
erty, which is totally avoida-
ble in this country. 

“We’ll keep going until the 
government take meaningful 
action. We’re causing disrup-
tion but we are trying to take 

meaningful action, and unfor-
tunately direct action is the 
only way to make the govern-
ment act.”

In a letter to the Highway 
Agency, Insulate Britain said 
their actions were “entirely 
proportionate to create dis-
ruption”. The group is right. 

The scale of the emergency 
that the whole of humanity is 
facing requires bold actions 
to save us from climate 
 breakdown.

What are traffic jams com-
pared to the destruction that 
climate chaos brings? As 

Insulate Britain said, “In the 
 context of the horror of the 
climate crisis we believe that 
it is entirely proportionate 
to create disruption on the 
motorway network.”

 But the Tories and the right 
wing press have whipped uo 
a backlash against the “eco 
mob” and “enviro zealots”.

The left must not line up 
behind this onslaught and 
has to defend the need for 
protests to be disruptive.

With 50,000 people 
expected at protests for Cop26 
in Glasgow and London and 
tens of thousands more in 
other cities, direct action will 
play an important part during 
these mobilisations. 

This kind of action could 
target corporations and banks 
that are driving the climate 
crisis. 

It could also create huge 
disruptions to the Cop26 con-
ference. 

It would humiliate world 
leaders and make an uncom-
promising statement that ordi-
nary people have the power to 
disrupt their system.

Direct action is most effec-
tive when large numbers of 

people take part. Thousands 
participating in this kind of 
action at the Cop26 protest 
could not only block a road 
but have the power to shut 
down a whole city. 

And workers must be part 
of this. Already a poten-
tial strike at ScotRail during 
Cop26 has got the Scottish 
government worried.

More strikes and stoppages 
could create even more dis-
ruption. 

With the heads of major 
unions largely silent about 
supporting protests at Cop26, 
rank and file union mem-
bers must take the initiative 
to organise activities in their 
workplaces.

Building a mass climate 
movement is essential in the 
fight against the climate crisis. 

Everyone should throw 
themselves into building for 
the global climate strikes on 
5 November and mass mobi-
lisations on 6 November for 
Cop26. 

Join the marches on Saturday 
6 November. London, 12 noon, 
Bank of England, Glasgow 12 
noon Kelvingrove Park. Other 
cities at cop26coalition.org

Police arrested 70 activists

Union members 
must take the 
initiative to 
organise 
activities in 
their workplaces

‘‘ 

CLIMATE ACTIVISTS ARE 
RIGHT TO BLOCK ROADS
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