
AS TORIES BAIL OUT BOSSES  
AND JOHNSON LIES ON A BEACH,  

BENEFITS CUT VICTIM SAYS... 

‘I DON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH TO 
LIVE ON’

 Benefits cut is ‘all part of a plan to make us pay’  >>Page 3

‘I DON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH  TO 

LIVE ON’
NOT EVEN a week after 
cutting Universal Credit, 
Boris Johnson swanned off 
on holiday to a luxury villa 
in the south of Spain.

The estate has its own heli-
pad and two swimming pools, 
and reportedly costs up to 
£25,000 a week to rent. But 
Johnson probably won’t have 
to pay—it belongs to his Tory 
chum Baron Zac Goldsmith.

Meanwhile, the people 
whose  benefits he’s cut can 
barely afford to survive at 
home. As Universal Credit 

claimant Peter told Socialist 
Worker, “People were close—
if not over the edge—before 
the cut, now it’s not enough 
to live on. 

“The Tories say ‘we can’t 
afford to give you this or that, 
you need you to tighten your 
belt’ but then they can go off 
to Marbella.

“I wish I had mates that 
could put me up. The closest 
I’m going to get to a holiday is 
sitting in the local park.

“They live on a different 
planet.”

Universal Credit claimant Peter Boris Johnson on holiday

HOW CARS ARE DRIVING US TO DISASTERHOW CARS ARE DRIVING US TO DISASTER
Nick Clark investigates how cars became such an essential part of capitalism—and asks whether Nick Clark investigates how cars became such an essential part of capitalism—and asks whether 
it’s time to pull them over once and for all  it’s time to pull them over once and for all  >>>Pages  10 & 11>>>Pages  10 & 11
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CLIMATE 
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MIGRATION

Cold truth of the 
‘warm’ welcome for 
Afghan refugees
MIGRANTS WHO have 
overcome fearsome obstacles 
to reach Britain have 
been met with appalling 
treatment and lack of basic 
care once they are here.

S o m e  r e f u g e e s  f r o m 
Afghanistan who recently 
arrived have received such bad 
treatment that they have asked 
to be sent back.
>>Page 3

LABOUR

Union leader 
defends break 
from Labour
THE BFAWU bakers’ union 
recently voted to disaffiliate 
from the Labour Party. 

Bfawu general secretary 
Sarah Woolley spoke to 
Socialist Worker about the 
move and what she hopes 
will come next. 

She says the union will 
seek to be more political, 
not less.
>>Page 17

AUTOMATION

Why new tech 
can’t replace the 
working class
AMAZON’S ROLL-OUT of 
new supermarkets without 
cashiers seems to raise a vision 
of a world without workers. 

But who made the machines 
they rely on, and who is 
working behind the scenes?  

Bosses can’t get rid of us so 
easily. 
>>Pages 14&15
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Cops’ horrific sexism meant 
victimisation for speaking out
A WOMAN firearms officer was 
victimised by Police Scotland col-
leagues in a “horrific” workplace 
culture condemned as an “absolute 
boys’ club”, an employment tribunal 
found last week.

The damning judgment accepted evi-
dence of a sexist culture in the armed 
response vehicles unit in the east of 
Scotland, after the former officer Rhona 
Malone brought the tribunal alleging sex 
discrimination and victimisation.

Malone’s solicitor, Margaret Gribbon, 
said, “The employment tribunal upheld 
my client’s claims that Police Scotland 
victimised her over a lengthy period 
after she complained about an inspec-
tor’s overtly sexist email. 

“The employment tribunal’s findings 
lay bare the misogynistic attitudes and 
culture within armed policing and the 
hostile treatment police officers face 
when they try to call it out.”

Following the judgment, Malone 
claimed Police Scotland had offered her 
a payout if she signed a non-disclosure 

agreement. The tribunal found that 
that Malone’s senior officer, Insp Keith 
Warhurst, posted images of topless 
women to a WhatsApp group of male 
sergeants. 

Two other female officers left the 
division because they “felt their sex 
was always going to be a barrier to 
promotion”.

l ALMOST a third of police forces 
in England and Wales referred 

allegations of sexual assault and 
harassment against their own offic-
ers to the tame police watchdog in 
the days following the sentencing 
of Wayne Couzens for the murder of 
Sarah Everard. 

The allegations involve 14 forces in 
England and Wales.

The watchdog is investigating 
five serving officers and Couzens for 
allegedly distributing shared “dis-
criminatory” messages—including 
misogynistic content—which were  
discovered during Everard’s murder 
investigation.

An officer from Nottinghamshire 
Police was dismissed after sending 
sexual messages to a vulnerable woman 
he had stopped for a possible driving 
offence.

Days earlier another officer was dis-
missed from Dover Police after entering 
into an inappropriate relationship—with 
another vunerable woman.

l RAILWAY ROLLING stock fat cats paid out £1 
billion in dividends during the pandemic. A  

report from the RMT union it was the equivalent 
of half the £2 billion in fares paid by passengers 
and nearly a quarter of the £8.3 billion in taxpayer 
support to the industry in the same year.  
     Three rolling stock companies—Angel, 
Eversholt and Porterbrook—paid £950 million in 
dividends through their complex group structures 
last year. Most of it disappeared into opaque 
companies based in Luxembourg and Jersey, 
traditionally used to minimise tax liabilities.

Nationalised NatWest 
laundering millions
NATWEST BANK has 
pleaded guilty to failing 
to prevent alleged money 
laundering of nearly £400 
million by one customer.

The state-backed 
bank, formerly Royal 
Bank of Scotland, is the 
first British lender to 
admit such an offence.

The case was brought 
by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA). 

It alleged the bank 
failed to monitor suspect 
activity by a client that 
deposited £365 million 
in its accounts over five 
years, of which £264 
million was in cash.

The FCA said NatWest 
failed to adhere to 
the requirements of 

anti-money laundering 
legislation in relation 
to Fowler Oldfield 
Ltd’s account between 
7 November 2013 
and 23 June 2016.

Fowler Oldfield was a 
jeweller based in Bradford. 

FCA prosecutor Clare 
Montgomery QC told 
Westminster magistrates 
that when Fowler Oldfield 
was taken on as a client 
by NatWest, its predicted 
turnover was said to be 
£15 million per annum.

But it deposited nearly 
25 times that in the space 
of less than five years.

She said that at its 
height, Fowler Oldfield 
deposited up to  
£1.8 million a day.

Queen backs abuser 
prince with cash
The Queen is funding 
Prince Andrew’s legal 
fight against sex 
abuse allegations.

She, and therefore you, 
is stumping up funds 
potentially stretching 
into the millions of 
pounds to help her 
son as he navigates 
the American courts.

The Duke of York is 
being sued in New York 
by Virginia Giuffre. 
He sexually abused 
her on three separate 
occasions when she was 
17—in London, New 
York and on billionaire 
paedophile Jeffrey 
Epstein’s Caribbean 

island. The royal is now 
back at his 30-room 
mansion at Royal Lodge 
in Windsor. He spent 
three weeks in Balmoral 
with the queen and his 
ex-wife Sarah Ferguson, 
getting the butler to not 
answer the door in case 
it was a lawyer to avoid 
having papers notifying 
him about the case.

The queen looked 
under the matress for 
some spare change 
shortly after the duke’s 
disastrous Newsnight 
interview, in which 
he claimed he was in 
Pizza Express at the 
time of the rape.

Covid drug 
profiteering
A FIVE-DAY course of 
molnupiravir, the new 
medicine being hailed as 
a “huge advance” in the 
treatment of Covid-19, costs 
£13 to produce.  
     That’s according to a 
report issued recently by 
drug pricing experts at the 
Harvard School of Public 
Health and King’s College 
Hospital in London.

Drugs firm Merck 
is charging the US 
government £522 for the 
same amount of medicine, 
or 40 times the price.

The drug was developed 
using government funds 
and grants.

£90,000 extra 
for working Tory 
A TORY pocketed £90,000 
on top of his wages as an 
MP, just days before his 
party slashed Universal 
Credit for the poorest.
    Former attorney general 
Sir Geoffrey Cox charges 
around £1,250 an hour as a 
barrister.
    In total, Cox has made 
almost a million pounds 
in outside earnings since 
August 2020—working an 
average of 21 hours a week.
Yet he charges £1,900 a 
month—£22,800 a year—to 
us to pay his rent.
    In total, the Torridge and 
West Devon MP was paid 
£88,143 for the work—
almost £7,000 more than 
his annual salary as an  
MP.

US rate of 
Covid going up
THAT JOE Biden effect 
seems a bit lacking.
   More Americans have died 
from Covid-19 this year than 
from the virus in all of 2020, 
according to newly updated 
data from Johns Hopkins 
University.
   More than 353,000 
COVID-19 deaths have been 
reported since 1 January, 
compared to 352,000 
Covid-19 deaths in the 
first ten months of the 
pandemic.
   Over the last month, the 
US has reported more than 
47,000 deaths.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s desperate 
for newer 
colleagues. I 
don’t know how 
they manage. It’s 
really grim’
Tory MP Sir Peter Bottomley 
speaks of the “grim” struggle 
of living on an MP’s £81,932 
salary—plus all the juicy 
expenses

‘I’ve been dubbed 
‘Special K’ since I 
was born… Keir… 
K for Keir!
Labour Party leader Special 
Keir Starmer is excited about 
his name

‘The greatest 
showman of 
British politics 
still has a few 
tricks left’
Columnist Dan Hodges still 
loves Boris Johnson

‘She became the 
star ministerial 
turn at the Tory 
Party conference’
But his paper The Daily Mail 
is shifting to how great Liz 
Truss is

‘Social media 
obsessed 
narcissist’
However, a Tory cabinet 
colleague’s opinion of Truss is 
less positve 
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l THE FIRM Aquind is currently 
seeking permission to build a 

£1.2 billion electricity interconnector 
between France and Britain. 

Business secretary, Kwasi 
Kwarteng, is due to rule on the 
issue within weeks.One of Aquind’s 
co-owners has, together with the 
company, donated over £1 million 
to the Conservatives. The other has 
links to companies that donated 
£700,000 to 34 Tory MPs.

RHONA Malone

Healthy profits

Sir Geoffrey Cox



The Tory hypocrisy on 
pay hits rock Bottomley
TORY MP Sir Peter Bottomley has 
said that some of his fellow MPs 
find it “really grim” to live on a 
salary of £82,000.

He called for MPs to receive a 
22 percent pay rise to take their 
annual wage to a huge £100,000.

Dpac activist Peter said 
Bottomley is “is taking the piss”.

“He can’t actually believe 
£82,000 isn’t enough to live on,” 
said Peter. “Is he saying it just to 
annoy people, just to get in the 
papers? Peter pointed out that 
these same Tories accuse benefits 
claimants of simply having money 
management issues. 

“They accuse us of owning flat 
screen TVs, Sky Sports, always in 
the pub, taking drugs—I don’t do 
any of that,” he said. 

“The system entirely is to blame 
for the poor remaining poor.

“£82,000 is more than enough 
unless he’s doing the drugs and 
drink that they accuse us of 
doing.”

Time in the 
sun, but only 
for some
AFTER EMPTYING the 
pockets of working class 
people, Boris Johnson 
swanned off on holiday to the 
Costa Del Sol.

Amid an energy and supply 
crisis and a rising cost of 
living, Tory business secretary 
Kwasi Kwarteng said it was a 
“reasonable” time for Johnson 
to take a break.

Universal Credit claimant 
Peter said the Tories “live on a 
different planet”.

“The Tories say ‘we can’t 
afford to give you this or that, 
you need you to tighten your 
belt’ but then they can go off 
to Marbella,” he added.

Johnson loves a holiday. In 
2019 he enjoyed a free holiday 
on the private Caribbean 
island of Mustique, in the 
private villa of Tory donor 
David Ross. 

Now he’s staying in a luxury 
villa owned by his Tory chum 
Baron Zac Goldsmith.

“It’s annoying, I wish I had 
mates that could put me up,” 
said Peter. 

“The closest I’m going to 
get to a holiday is sitting in the 
park.”

“It’s outrageous,” said 
Sean, another benefits 
claimant. “It makes my blood 
boil. The corruption is out in 
the open. 

“We don’t need more of 
a voice in the mainstream 
media saying ‘this is awful, 
let’s get rid of them’ but we 
need them to say this is how 
the rotten system works. Let’s 
get rid of that system.”

Benefits cut is ‘all part of 
a plan to make us pay’
by SAM ORD

THE TORIES are rowing among 
themselves about whether to 
hand money over to manufac-
turing industry bosses. But all 
of them agree on taking money 
from the poor.

A week after the Tories cut 
Universal Credit (UC) by £20, people 
who rely on it to survive are already 
struggling.

Peter is a UC claimant and an 
activist with Disabled People Against 
Cuts activist in London. “People were 
close—if not over the edge—before 
the cut, now it’s not enough to live 
on,” he said. 

“Tories fail to see that £20 is a lot 
of money—to them it’s just a glass 
of wine.”

Peter said the benefits system is 
“broken.” 

“The Tories will never tax the 
rich—which would actually make a 
difference,” he said. “But it always 
comes down to the working class and 
disabled to pay.”

Peter said the cut has affected his 
health. He can’t follow the diet his 
doctor recommends.

 “There are simple things they’ve 
suggested that I’ve just had to dis-
miss—some supplements that cost 
£10, £15 a bottle,” he said.”

“I’m sticking to the healthy things 
within my budget that they told me 
to, but that means I still have to eat 
ready meals and stuff.”

With winter coming, Peter fears 
he won’t be able to afford bills or 
Christmas. 

“I’ve got a freestanding electric 
heater that eats through the electric 
bill,” he said. “One household disas-
ter—fridge or cooker breaking—and 
I’m knackered.

“I’ll just have to dress up warm like 
a polar bear.”

Sean who lives in Glasgow has 
recently come out of employment and 

is claiming Job Seekers Allowance, 
a legacy benefit excluded from the 
uplift.

He told Socialist Worker, “I get £75 
a week. It’s a joke, it’s not enough to 
live on. All prices are skyrocketing. 

“This is a direct result of Tory 
policy over the last decade. They’ve 
got away with it by scapegoating us 
as ‘scroungers’ but what they’re doing 
is pillaging and plundering in plain 
sight.”

Sean described expensive Tory 
failures throughout the pandemic 
such as the faulty test and trace app 
and dodgy deals with their super rich 
friends. “It’s not the people at the top 
who are going to pay for these fail-
ures,” he said, “It’s all part of a plan 
to make working class people pay.

“Cuts to universal credit, increase 
to National Insurance, no real terms 
pay rise for key workers and so on.

“They are willing to put the mass 
of the population into the dust as the 
greed and corruption at the top is off 
the scale”

Sean says the benefits system 
should be a “safety net for people”. 
But for the Tories, he said, “The aim 
is to punish people—the system is 
designed to catch people out.

“We want a social security system 
that will support people and not let 
people die.”

IN THIS WEEK

 1992
Tories announce 
coal pit closures
JOHN Major’s 
government announced 
31 mine closures—
costing 31,000 jobs.

The plan sparked 
huge demonstrations. 
In contrast, the 
Labour Party failed to 
challenge the closures in 
parliament.

FIGURE IT OUT

£344
 How much a single Universal 
Credit claimant over 25 received 
a month before the £20 cut 

£324
 How much they get now

£25,000
 How much Boris Johnson’s 
holiday villa costs for one week
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Cold truth  
of ‘warm’ 
welcome for 
Afghanistan 
refugees  
by ISABEL RINGROSE

DESPERATE REFUGEES and 
migrants who have overcome 
fearsome obstacles to reach 
Britain have been met with 
appalling treatment once here.

Some refugees from Afghanistan 
who recently arrived have received 
such bad treatment that they have 
asked to be sent back.

The Tories’ Operation Warm 
Welcome—their resettlement 
scheme to bring over Afghan refu-
gees—has been a failure from start 
to finish. Some 7,000 asylum  seekers 
are currently stuck in hotels.

The Home Office says it’s unable 
to give these people a time frame for 
when they will be placed in perma-
nent accommodation. Estimates say 
asylum seekers will be trapped in the 
emergency temporary accommoda-
tion for months.

Meanwhile their legal statuses—
from asylum seekers to refugees 
with indefinite leave to remain—
are in limbo.

One doctor who has been  working 
with newly arrived Afghans for 
weeks said, “I’ve had a few patients 
telling me they want to go home. 
One guy, who was 67, kept saying, 
‘I can’t take this anymore. I have to 
get out of this room.’ 

“Another said, ‘I just want my 
freedom from the hotel.’ I had to 
put him on medication, and his wife, 
because they were so upset.”

Evacuated
More than 15,000 people have been 
evacuated from Afghanistan since 
13 August. 

The two  government schemes 
running are the Afghan Relocation 
and Assistance Policy (Arap) and 
Afghan citizen’s  resettlement 
scheme (ACRS).                                                                                                                                         

Around 8,000 Afghans who 
worked with British forces during its 
20 year occupation of Afghanistan 
have been brought over as part of 
the Arap scheme.

The ACRS scheme aims to bring 
an arbitrary 20,000 Afghan refugees 
to Britain over a number of years.

Launched on 29 August , 

Operation Warm Welcome has 
shown the Tories’ incompetence, 
and lack of care for refugees.

Already a lack of essentials such 
as baby milk and food, and access 
to GPs who can provide medication, 
has left Afghan refugees vulnerable.

Sheffield Council has said it has 
concerns over the suitability of 
hotels for holding Afghan refugees. 

Fell
Five year old Mohammed Munib 
Majeedi fell to his death from a hotel 
window there in August soon after 
arriving in Britain.

Some contractors at hotels were 
unaware they were supposed to 
help people register with a GP and 
explain what they’re entitled to.

The Local Government Association 
(LGA), which represents 328 of the 
333 councils in England, has criti-
cised the Home Office. 

It told ministers to stop sending 
contradictory and confusing data 
over the numbers of Afghans and 
their needs.

“The government needs to engage 
more fully with local authorities and 
share regular data about numbers, 
needs and strengths of Afghan refu-
gees and others recently resettled,” 
said an LGA spokesperson.

Boris Johnson boasted about 
Operation Warm Welcome when it 
was launch. 

But, as the failures reveal, the 
Tories have nothing but cold-
hearted disdain for refugees.

BACK STORY
Thousands of people have fled 
Afghanistan after Western 
forces left the country in 
August
lThe withdrawal ended 20 years 
of occupation that destroyed 
Afghan society
lThe Tories promised to help 
some refugees. But they capped 
the number allowed into Britian
l And British soldiers helped 
prevent some from leaving
l Those who have arrived have 
been left in appalling conditions

BORDER FORCE officials with migrants picked up in the Channel 

Tories claim ‘crisis’ to justify calls 
for cruelty against sea crossings 
THE TORIES are preparing 
for another round of attacks 
on people trying to cross the 
Channel to Britain.

Some 40 boats with 1,115 
migrants on boats crossed the 
Channel last week. The Border 
Force picked up 491 migrants 
on 17 boats last Saturday, while 
French authorities prevented 114 
people from crossing.

Some 3,879 people made the 
dangerous journey—across one 
of the busiest shipping lanes in 
the world—in September. That’s 
the highest than in any other 
month.

More than 18,000 people made 
the crossing this year compared 
to 8,460 in 2020.

The Tories are demanding 
a greater crackdown from 
the French authorities. 
Home secretary Priti Patel is 
withholding £54 million that 
would have doubled the number 
of police patrolling French 
beaches until more people are 
stopped.

The Home Office points the 
finger of blame at “ruthless 

people smugglers”. But people 
smugglers are only able to 
operate because of the lack of 
legal and safe routes provided for 
asylum seekers to enter Britain.

Migrants who made it to 
Britain have been held on busses 
and forced to sleep in coaches or 
benches while they await longer-
term accommodation.

The Border Force has set 
up tents and portacabins in 
Dover car parks, claiming it is 
“overstretched” by the “surge in 
numbers”.

Space
But this isn’t the “crisis” the 
right claim it is—there is plenty 
of money and space to house 
refugees. 

Far more refugees—34,000—
applied for asylum in Germany 
from June to August this year 
alone.

It isn’t a rise in migrants 
crossing that is to blame. It’s 
a lack of planning, provisions 
and empathy from the Tory 
government. The Dover 
Independent Monitoring board 

examined the treatment of 
migrants at Tug Haven at Dover 
Western Docks. 

The processing centre has been 
used as a makeshift dormitory, 
and there are insufficient food 
supplies and no wash facilities.

Unaccompanied children 
there have been forced to spend 
the night in small spaces with 
strangers. 

Some have been taken to 
immigration removal centres 
rather than to local councils. 

Elderly people have been left 
to sleep on mats on the floor, 

There is also an inquiry into 
how chemical burns on one 
migrant were not detected. 

If the Tories can deploy 
planes and boats to track small 
dinghies, they can provide for 
migrants. 

Instead, they want do all they 
can to make life as difficult for 
vulnerable migrants as possible.

Conference will build 
defiance against racism
ANTI-RACISTS will 
debate how to take 
forward the fight 
against racism, the 
far right and fascism 
at an international 
conference this 
weekend.

The Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) online 
conference comes 
amid Tory “culture 
wars,” attacks on 
refugees and migrants, 
and a power grab by 
racist cops.

Weyman Bennett, 
SUTR co-convenor, 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Boris Johnson is using 
the demonisation 
of migrants to ramp 
up racism. This is to 
increase the politics 
of divide and rule 
and to suffocate the 
Black Lives Matter 
movement.

“It means we 
have to show our 
willingness to fight 
Johnson and his class. 

“Uniting our class to 
welcome every refugee 
and destroy every 
fascist organisation, as 
well as debating and 
discussing how to do 
this, is vital.”

The Tories use 
racism to distract 
from their crimes. 
Home secretary Priti 
Patel’s Nationality and 
Borders Bill, seeks to 

scapegoat migrants 
and further criminalise 
how migrants enter 
Britain (see below).

“We have to 
tackle the ideological 
assault,” Weyman said. 

“It’s no accident that 
in the deepest of crises, 
the right is referring 
back to the same racist 
rhetoric—it’s tactics 
of divide and rule. It’s 
important we have a 
united front.”

Several leading 
trade unionists are 
set to speak at the 
conference. 

They include Unite 
general secretary 
Sharon Graham, NEU 
joint general secretary 
Kevin Courtney, PCS 
general secretary Mark 
Serwotka and Bfawu 

leader Sarah Woolley.
The international 

conference will also 
hear from speakers 
fighting anti-racism 
and the far right 
worldwide such as 
Marwan Muhammad 
from the Collective 
Against Islamophobia 
in France.

Petros Constantinou 
from the Greek 
anti-fascist Keerfa 
group, and Brazil’s 
former minister for 
racial equality Martvs 
Chagas, are also set to 
speak.

The conference 
can help build 
action in Britain and 
internationally.
Register for the 
international conference 
at bit.ly/SUTRconf21

‘Enough of Islamophobia’—fighting racism in France

Calls to join demos to show 
solidarity with refugees
STAND UP To Racism 
(SUTR) is calling 
on activists to join 
a protest in central 
London against 
the Tories’ racist 
Nationality and 
Borders Bill. 

The bill seeks to 
criminalise migrants 
who travel to Britain 
via “illegal” means.

The protest, set 
to take place in 
parliament square 
on Wednesday of 
next week, has been 
called by a coalition of 
organisations under 
the banner Together 
With Refugees.

SUTR is also calling 
on groups outside 
London to initiate 
solidarity events. 

It wants trade 
unionists in workplaces 
and students on 
campus to build and 
hold actions.

Amnesty UK Europe 

has also called a 
demonstration on 
Saturday of next week 
for its Right to Asylum 
and Day of Action.

Protesters are set 
to assemble outside 
the Italian embassy in 
central London. 

Organisers 
say they “will be 
campaigning against 
the criminalisation of 
refugees.”

“We are also 
campaigning against 
the collaboration with 
the Libyan coastguard 
returning refugees 
to torture, rape, and 
extortion in Libya’s 
DCIM [Directorate 
for Combatting Illegal 
Migration] Centres,” 
they added.

Protesters will then 
march to the Embassy 
of Malta. 

This is to campaign 
for charges to be 
dropped against 

three young boys who 
helped to negotiate the 
rescue of more than a 
hundred refugees to 
Malta. 

Finally, 
demonstrators will go 
to the Home Office to 
call for safe status to 
be given to all asylum 
seekers and refugees 
from Afghanistan and 
Syria.

Resistance against 
the Tories’ bill is crucial 
for it to be pushed 
back, and to continue 
the fight for refugees 
to be welcomed in 
Britain.
Together With 
 Refugees—Wed 20 Oct, 
Parliament Square, 
London SW1A 0AA at 
4.30pm More details at  
bit.ly/SUTRbillprotest 
 
Amnesty UK Europe’s 
day of action—Sat 23 
Oct, assemble Italian 
 Embassy, London W1K 
4EH at 12 noon. Details at  
bit.ly/Amnestyprotest
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VINTAGE ROT FROM PRINCE
 POSH, PARASITIC, “eco- 

warrior” prince Charles has 
graciously revealed some of 

his tips for a greener life. 
He suggests running Aston 

Martin cars on “surplus English 
white wine and whey from the 
cheese process”. 

The out of touch royal also said 
in the same interview that the 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) activists 
blocking roads “isn’t helpful”. 

While the prince condemns 
XR, a new report has found an 
“overwhelming consensus” among 
the public that urgent action is 
needed to tackle the climate 

crisis. The report, which surveyed 
22,000 people, found that ordinary 
people want measures to be put 
in place that far exceed what the 
government is doing. 

Some 94 percent of those 
surveyed were in favour of 
a carbon tax on polluting 
manufacturing and construction 
businesses. 

And 89 percent were in favour 
of raising flying costs, especially on 
frequent flyers. 

Of course there was no 
option on the survey for the 
transformative change needed 
to avoid climate breakdown. But 

the survey indicates that people 
understand more radical actions 
must be taken. 

Without extraordinary 
pressure, none of the politicians at 
Cop26 will make even the smallest 
moves to head off the climate 
crisis. 

But billions of people across  
the globe need fundamental 
change. 

Protests around Cop26 at 
the beginning of November are 
an opportunity to rage against 
a system that gives a pampered 
prince a platform but ignores the 
voices of the many. 

COVID INQUIRY FAILS TO 
LAY BLAME FOR DEATHS

 A 
parliamentary inquiry 
has concluded that the 
handling of Covid-19 
was “one of the most 
important public health 

failures the United Kingdom has 
ever experienced”.

The MPs’ report essentially 
confirmed that the Tories sacrificed 
tens of thousands of lives with their 
fatal approach.

But it lets ministers off the hook. 
It says its purpose is “not to point 
fingers of blame, but ensure an 
accurate understanding of both 
successes and failures”.

That’s a cop-out because there 
is plenty of blame to be handed out. 

The joint report says the 
government backed a strategy that 
amounted to “herd immunity” in 
the early stages of the pandemic.

Essentially, people were 
abandoned to the virus.

Despite Britain having “some 
of the best expertise available 
anywhere in the world”, ministers 
decided to delay safety measures.

This was because Boris Johnson 
wanted to put bosses’ profits 
before people’s health. 

Lockdowns simply weren’t a 
financially savvy option. And there 
was an “inexcusable oversight” in 

failing to launch a successful test 
and trace operation. 

When the test, trace and isolate 
system was eventually rolled out 
it was “slow, uncertain and often 
chaotic”.

The Tories decided to hand over 
millions of pounds to their friends 
to create a rotten system, ensuring 
they helped each other out instead 
of ensuring people’s safety. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people could have been spared 
from the virus if the £37 billion 
track and trace system had worked. 

This money could have been 
spent on equipment and staffing for 
the NHS and care homes.

But the report has massive 
failings. It fails to identify the root 

of the killer policies. It wasn’t 
some technical or bureaucratic 
incapacity—it was a deliberate 
elevation of profits before people.

Protecting big business and 
keeping as many people in 
workplaces came first. That’s why 
schools were reopened too soon, 
and why restrictions were ripped 
away too early.

We already know Johnson’s 
response in October last year 
to further lockdowns was to 
“let the bodies pile high in their 
thousands”. 

This should have been enough 
to see him gone for good.

Now, the first official 
investigation into the British 
response to the pandemic should 
be enough for everyone involved 
to resign. But they won’t.

A key factor in that is that the 
Labour Party and most trade 
union leaders went along with 
almost everything the Tories did.

The Tories are getting away with 
mass murder because there is no 
one organising sufficient struggle 
to push them from power.

Labour and parliamentary 
reports will never hold the Tories 
to account.

Only action can do that.

Protecting big 
business and 
keeping people  
in workplaces  
came first

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Capitalism will not 
solve energy squeeze 
ENERGY IS what the political economist Simon Bromley 
called a “strategic commodity”. In other words, a state 
that controls access to it has power over other states. 
Bromley was thinking mainly about oil, but these days 
natural gas is very evidently a strategic commodity.

Its price has been rising fast—most spectacularly in Europe, 
where it has gone up fivefold in the past few months. Hence 
the acute squeeze energy companies, consumers, and industry 
are suffering in Britain. 

But the problem is global. The recovery in the world 
economy from the recession precipitated by the pandemic has 
pushed demand up faster than supply. 

Meanwhile, a cold winter and disappointing summer 
depleted stocks. Longer term, Asian demand for gas has risen 
50 percent in the past decade. This is driven by the Chinese 
government’s hesitant steps toward cutting the economy’s 
reliance on coal. Coal fired power stations generate 70 percent 
of China’s electricity.

Europe is particularly vulnerable because of its increasing 
dependence on imported gas. Britain, its own energy reserves 
declining, shares this dependence. But deregulation of energy 
markets here has made it even more vulnerable.

The Financial Times’ Alphaville column explains that 
deregulation drove “consumer prices down relative 
to wholesale costs by increasing competition from the 
incumbent Big Six players to as many as 70 organisations.”

“Many of these new providers were happy to gain market 
share by undercutting rivals and offering below-cost deals to 
consumers,” it adds. “Many were also asset-light businesses that 
did not have infrastructure of their own, giving them another 
big advantage. Others were less attuned to hedging their 
market-based exposures than more experienced operators.”

Rather than build up reserves or secure supplies through 
long-term contracts, many energy firms relied on the spot 
market for their gas. Here it is supplied at the price prevailing 
when the purchase is agreed. 

Ninepins
It is the sharp rise in the spot price that has sent many British 
energy firms toppling like ninepins. The European Union 
(EU) has also switched to buying gas on the spot market in 
recent years.

If Europe is weakened by the natural gas price explosion, 
Russia, its main supplier, is strengthened. Prices seesawed 
on Wednesday last week—first rising sharply and then 
dropping back when president Vladimir Putin said Russia 
could help improve gas supplies to Europe.

Experts differ over whether Russia has the gas to spare. 
But if it does, it would come with a price tag. 

Other Russian officials dropped heavy hints that their 
help would come quickly if EU regulators speedily approved 
the Nord Stream 2 project to send Russian gas westwards. 
The new pipeline bypasses Ukraine, where Putin has been 
waging a low-intensity war for nearly a decade.

The United States denounced Nord Stream 2 as a 
capitulation to Putin, though Joe Biden later dropped his 
opposition to keep the EU sweet. 

As it is now the world’s biggest natural gas producer, the 
US itself is less vulnerable to the current energy squeeze. But 
gas prices have still doubled.

Financial Times columnist Robert Armstrong points out 
that capital investment in fossil fuel extraction has been 
falling since the mid-2010s. He writes, “Part of this is down 
to efforts to reduce carbon emissions. But decarbonisation 
is only part of the supply story. Another part of it is that 
the management of energy companies are listening to 
shareholders, and shareholders want capital returned to 
them, rather than invested in new projects.”

So fossil fuel investment is shrinking, partly because 
investors are cashing in on the shale gas revolution. 
Meanwhile, the feeble steps taken by governments towards 
developing renewable sources of energy can’t fill the 
resulting gap. The present squeeze could make these efforts 
go into reverse.

Thus in China the government has ordered coal producers 
to increase output and construct new mines. It allowed the 
import of Australian coal, which it had previously blocked. 

Fossil capitalism can’t supply safe and reliable energy, but 
it won’t let go.

BROTHERS OF Italy leader Giorgia Meloni (left) in the frame with with Hungary’s Viktor Orban

Italian local elections do not 
mean the centre is secure
by SIMON BASKETER

THE DEATH of populism 
was proclaimed in the 
English press after the 
Italian local elections. 
Perhaps.

The Times, for example, 
said that the elections “appear 
to have brought down the cur-
tain on an experiment in anti-
establishment politics that 
inspired populist  movements 
around the world.”

The Guardian asked if 
what has occurred signals “a 
renaissance” for the left.

The Italian centre left, 
whose main component is 
the Democratic Party (PD), 
retained Milan, plus Bologna 
and Naples. This left may win 
in Rome, Turin and Trieste, 
which go to a second ballot 
later in the month.

The far right is ahead after 
the first round in Rome and 
Trieste. And—led by Silvio 
Berlusconi’s Forward Italy—
it won in Calabria.

Five Star had a bad elec-
tion. In Turin, where it had 
the outgoing mayor, it took 9 
percent of the vote compared 
to 30 percent in 2016.

It was punished for  joining 
the establishment. This is 
also true of the far right 
League who had a poor elec-
tion especially in Milan—its 
powerbase and home of its 
leader Matteo Salvini.

The League has lost sup-
port ever since Salvini joined 
the unelected national unity 
government. It came to 
office in February, led by 
the  ex-boss of the European 

Central Bank Mario Draghi.
Italy’s main fascist party—

Brothers of Italy (FdI)—is 
currently the most popular 
party in the polls. It refused 
to join the government and is 
reaping the benefits.

At the 2018 general elec-
tion, it got just 4 percent of 
the vote. Yet for many months 
it has led the polls nationally, 
and is currently on about 21 
percent, just ahead of the 
League and the PD.

This makes its leader 
Giorgia Meloni as likely head 
of a coalition with the League 
and Forward Italy, polling 
roughly 7 percent, after the 
next general election. This 
must be held before summer 
2023. 

In Rome, the FdI candidate 
Enrico Michetti got the most 
votes in the first round with 

30 percent for mayor.
R a c h e l e  M u s s o l i n i , 

 granddaughter of the dicta-
tor, standing for re-election 
as a Rome city councillor, got 
more votes than any other 
candidate. 

FdI saw its share of the 
vote increase in Milan, Turin 
and Bologna.

Meloni tries to present the 

FdI as a traditional right wing 
conservative party. 

But the party emblem 
continues to have the flame 
symbol of neo-fascists loyal to 
Mussolini.

And Meloni once declared 
that she had “an easygoing 
relationship with fascism.”  

By campaigning on a 
joint slate with the League 
and Forward Italy, FdI has 
built respectability. But by 
 staying out of government it 
is  cashing in support. 

This also emboldens the 
more openly fascist organisa-
tions, such as House of Pound 
and New Force.

The bankers’ government 
thinks that with the drop in 
the League’s vote the centre 
will hold. 

But there are signs that 
may not be the case.

Fascists attack union in Rome
A PROTEST turned 
violent in the centre of 
Rome last Saturday.

Among the estimated 
10,000 people at 
the rally in Piazza 
del Popolo were the 
fascist New Force 
group and its leader 
Giuliano Castellino who 
addressed the crowd.

The demonstration 
was organised in protest 
over a requirement 
for workers in Italy to 
have the “Green Pass” 
certificate. This shows 
that people have been 

vaccinated, tested 
negative or recovered 
from Covid-19.

Hundreds of 
protesters attempted 
to march on the prime 
minister’s house and 
were met with tear gas 
and water cannons 
from the cops. 

Others broke into 
and occupied the 
headquarters of 
CGIL, Italy’s largest 
trade union.

Perhaps not the 
“renaissance” the 
Guardian had in mind.

Mussolini won in Rome

Part of the rally
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College 
strikers to 
teach bosses 
a lesson
Workers are fighting for better pay 
and conditions against a management 
who put staff and students second 
reports, Sophie Squire

COLLEGE WORKERS at five col-
leges across London took to 
picket lines for their third round 
of strikes this week. 

Strikers escalated their action to 
five strike days this week to pres-
sure college bosses to meet their 
demands for better pay, conditions, 
respect and manageable workloads. 

Solidarity poured onto the picket 
line at Westminster Kingsway 
College in central London last 
Wednesday.

Left wing Labour MP John 
McDonnell and trade unionists 
came to show their support for the 
UCU union members’ fight for pay 
and conditions.

Workers at ten colleges in London 
and Liverpool struck last week.

Nancy ,  wh o  t ea che s  a t 
Westminster Kingsway, told 
Socialist Worker she’s feeling 
“determined” going into the third 
round of strikes. 

“We’re in it for the long haul,” 
she said. “Things need to change.”

Nancy says workers are angry at 
education cuts. “They’ve taken away 
nursery facilities for our students,” 
she explained. “And so it has been 
a real struggle for many of them to 
afford and find childcare.

“This shows how little college 
management care about their stu-
dents or their staff.”

Distrust
Paul ,  another  Westminster 
Kingsway striker, said there is an 
environment of “distrust and inse-
curity” at the college. “Line man-
agers put in policies designed to 
harass staff, like lesson observa-
tions,” he told Socialist Worker.

“And there is a real mistrust of 
staff coming from management. My 
thoughts are, does management at 
my college want to break the union? 
That’s the feeling we get.” 

Heather works at City and 
Islington College (Candi), another 
one of the colleges on strike. She told 
Socialist Worker she was angry about 
“managers managing managers”. 

“We’ve seen the top layers of our 
college grow,” she said. But those 

further down get a lousy deal. 
“Cleaners and learning sup-

port assistants are on zero-hours 
contracts.

“In contrast, the salaries of some 
of the managers could employ 
teaching staff three or four times 
over.”

UCU general secretary Jo Grady 
told the rally that college work-
ers were asking for the “bare 
minimum”. 

She said they hadn’t experienced 
two years of cuts to pay and condi-
tions—but two decades.

At the end of the rally, Candi 
striker Sean Vernell told the crowd 
that action wouldn’t stop “just for 
a couple of pence”. “If they don’t 
offer us more, we’ll keep striking,” 
he said. “We’ll strike for another ten 
days.”

College workers are determined 
to keep fighting—and there is a 
chance for college workers to be 
a part of a wider fightback across 
education.

UCU members at universi-
ties begin ballots for strikes next 
Monday,18 October.

Solidarity Rally—Royal College of Art 
with striking Further Education Col-
leges, In person at RCA Kensington, Jay 
Mews, London SW7 2EU - or join online, 
see details at bit.ly/3lqdyFX

BACK STORY
Workers at ten colleges have 
walked out in a dispute with 
management.
lUCU union members demand 
better pay, conditions, workloads 
and respect at work. 
lThe employers’ body has 
offered a pay increase of just one 
percent, well below the rate of 
inflation. 
lCollege workers have had their 
pay cut in real terms by over 30 
percent in the past decade.
lUniversity workers are also 
balloting for strikes raising 
potential for a united education 
fight.

THE COLLEGE workers’ picket line at Westminster Kingsway College in central London Picture: SocialiSt worker

University bosses cite ‘academic freedom’ 
as calls to sack trans-critical lecturer rise
RIGHT WINGERS and university 
bosses have rushed to defend 
University of Sussex lecturer 
Kathleen Stock after she was 
accused of transphobia.

The university’s vice 
chancellor Adam Tickell told 
BBC News that staff “have an 
untrammelled right to say and 
believe what they think”.

The university also tweeted 
that Stock was being targeted 
for “exercising her academic 
freedoms”.

In fact Stock is being 
criticised for making comments 
that rightly outrage most trans 
people and should be opposed 
by everyone who wants to fight 
oppression.

The background to the issue is 
not some calm academic debate. 
It is that homophobic hate 
crime in Britain has trebled—
and transphobic hate crimes 
quadrupled—in the space of five 
years.

The Tories are zeroing in 
on trans rights as an element 
of their “culture wars” where 
groups of people are demonised 
and scapegoated in an attempt 
to win votes and divide 
opponents.

The recent Tory conference 
was actuated with demands for 
action against “woke” activists. 

This is code for those who 
fight against racism and 

women’s oppression as well as 
transphobia.

Stock insists that she is not 
transphobic.

 But she has said that “many 
trans women are still males with 
male genitalia”. 

She also believes that gender 
identity is not more important 
than biological sex, particularly 
when it comes to “law and 
policy”.

The University of Sussex 
student union put out a 
good statement which said, 
“Students have a right to protest 
when their rights are being 
questioned, or when there are 
discriminatory narratives about 
them being shared.

“Such narratives contribute 
to a national culture war which 
ignores the disproportionate 

discrimination experienced by 
trans and non-binary people in 
the UK.

“Contrary to speculation 
by those on social media, no 
effigies have been made or 
burnt at Sussex. 

“Peaceful protest, which is all 
that the protest group has done, 
is not censorship. It has a basic 
democratic function. Those 
involved are exercising their 
civil liberties.”

Students are right to protest. 
But calls for sackings don’t fit 
here and should be directed 
against fascists and organised 
racists.

Meanwhile no Tory ministers 
or right wing media are 
complaining that Bristol 
University has sacked Professor 
David Miller. He has been falsely 
condemned as antisemitic for 
his pro-Palestinian views.

The university management 
says the sacking is because 
“We have a duty of care to 
all students and the wider 
university community”.

Miller was said to have 
“discomforted” some students—
which would certainly apply to 
Stock. 

On other pages...
Capitalism leaves no safe spaces 
for women >>Page 16
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New far right 
threat rises 
in French 
election race
The popularity of racist and 
Islamaphobe Eric Zemmour is growing 
in France ahead of the presidential 
election, writes Charlie Kimber 

A NEW far right threat is tearing 
up the campaign for next year’s 
French presidential election.

Eric Zemmour, a racist and 
Islamophobe, has overtaken the fas-
cist Marine Le Pen of the National 
Rally (RN).

A poll published on Wednesday 
last week showed Zemmour 
 winning 17  percent, ahead of Le 
Pen on 15  percent. 

President Emmanuel Macron 
remains the front runner on 25 
 percent, but the combined score of 
Le Pen and Zemmour easily exceeds 
him.

If the poll was replicated in next 
April’s vote, then Zemmour would 
face off against Macron in the final 
round. 

Macron is widely and rightly 
unpopular for his attacks on work-
ers, his repression against the 
Yellow Vest movement and his aloof 
contempt for ordinary people. 

Zemmour could win. He puts 
 forward a mixture of Islamophobia, 
racism toward migrants, sexism and 
homophobia. In many ways, his 
views are more openly racist than 
Le Pen’s.

Zemmour has several convic-
tions for racist hate speech and 
puts forward the “great replace-
ment” theory peddled by fascists. 
It claims that white Europeans are 
being replaced by immigrants.

Ban
He has described Muslims as “col-
onisers”, proposed a ban on first 
names such as Mohammed and 
called for two million migrants to be 
returned to their countries of origin.

Speaking to journalists on Monday 
he said, “I think many French people 
were waiting for this message. 

“That the country is in danger 
of dying, subverted by an unprece-
dented wave of migration, that whole 
areas of the country have become 
enclaves of foreign Islamists.”

Last week he said unaccom-
panied child migrants should be 
expelled, and that they were all 
“thieves, murderers, rapists”.

He condemns feminism and 

what he says is the “devirilisation” 
of society and adds that the LGBT+ 
movement is also undermining tra-
ditional morality. 

It’s not just words. After a recent 
mass rally in the city of Lille, mem-
bers of the youth organisation 
Generation Zemmour carried out 
several attacks.

Splits
Zemmour is gaining because of the 
racism that infects  mainstream poli-
tics, the disarray on the  mainstream 
right, splits in Le Pen’s camp and the 
left’s failures.

Macron has rammed through 
more new repressive laws against 
Muslims and handed the police 
more powers. 

All conservative politicians run-
ning for president supported this—
and want to go further.

Instead of blunting the far right, 
it encouraged them.

It’s urgent that anti-racists and 
socialists organise against the far 
right and the fascists, against both 
Le Pen and Zemmour.

But instead of demonstrations 
and mass propaganda, the left—
including most of the far left—
are concentrating on electoral 
manoeuvres.
For the full article go to  
bit.ly/ZemmourSW

South African metal and engineering 
workers on indefinite strike for pay 
WORKERS IN South Africa were 
this week considering an offer to 
end a powerful indefinite strike 
across the metal and engineering 
industries over pay.

Around 155,000 members 
of the National Union of 
Metalworkers of South Africa 
(Numsa) walked out on Tuesday 
of last week and were still out on 
Monday this week.

Striker Solomon Lindiwe 
told Socialist Worker, “We are 
very determined. Our pay is not 
enough. I have been working 
for a company for 12 years in a 
skilled trade and I get only 8,500 
Rand (£420) a month.

“Many in my family have no 
job so I have to help them too.

“It has been hard during 
coronavirus but now we want to 
be paid our share. We must have 
rallies and make sure that nobody 
goes to work. It must be a strong 
strike, not days off.”

Strikers have also faced 
escalating violence. A motorist 
ploughed into a group of 
workers on their way to a rally in 
Wadeville near Johannesburg and 
killed a Numsa member.

In nearby Booysens, police 
used rubber bullets against 
strikers. In other areas, police and 
private security companies have 

brutally attacked pickets and even 
shot at them.

In Johannesburg this week, 
thousands of strikers marched to 
the bosses’ offices. 

The union delivered a 
memorandum that condemned 
the companies’ aim “to bring back 
apartheid wages where  super-
exploitation of black and African 
labour becomes the order of the 
day”.

It criticised the “backward 
and union-bashing stance 
led, in particular, by right 
wing conservative employer 
associations”.

Numsa is pushing for an 8 
percent across-the-board wage 
rise in the first year of a pay deal. 
It also wants an increase equal to 
the rate of inflation plus 2 percent 
for the following two years. 
Annual inflation is currently at 
about 5 percent.

Bosses initially offered 4.4 
percent for 2021, inflation plus 
0.5 percent in 2022 and inflation 
plus 1 percent in the third year.

But union leaders accepted 
that workers would receive no 
wage rise last year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

It’s time for payback. There 
should be no deal short of the 
union’s full demands.

The strike is tapping into a 
much wider mood over poverty 
and low pay that was reflected in 
the riots and looting across the 
country in July.

But this strike, importantly, has 
organised workers at the centre 
of it.

The Cosatu union federation 
held a day of strikes and protests 
on Thursday of last week as the 
government prepares a budget 
statement next month. It said 
workers had taken action in 28 
cities and towns.

But the overall involvement 
was patchy. The Numsa strike has 
seen much more life and a clear 
objective.
For full article go to  
bit.ly/southafricametalstrikeSW

STRIKERS RALLY in Johannesburg 

FIGURE IT OUT

33.9% 
what fascist Marine Le Pen 
was able to receive in the 2017 
presidential race second tound

 

30% 
who backed Le Pen in 2017’s 
election say they would back 
Zemmour

31% 
of those who voted for the 
conservative Francois Fillon in 
2017 would now back Zemmour 

South Africa
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Vaccine hesitancy has its racist roots
SOCIALIST WORKER is 
right to point out that the 
anti-vaxxer movements in 
France are largely led by 
nasty fascist elements.

However, in the French 
Caribbean colonies of 
Guadeloupe and 
Martinique, the vaccination 
rates are relatively low due 
to other reasons.

The French government 
has for years disgracefully 
covered up the scandal of 
the carcinogenic pesticide 
Chlorodecone being used 
on banana plantations from 
1972 to 1993. 

The dangers of the 
pesticide had been widely 
known from as far back as 
the 1960s. The pesticide 

has now been banned in 
the region, but traces of it 
have still been found in 
over 90 percent of the 
population according to a 
2014 study. Is it any 
wonder that the mainly 
black population are 
deeply suspicious of the 
same government’s 
attempts to increase 
vaccination rates?

Combine this with the 
systematic discrimination 
against the post-slavery 
populations by a European 
country that presides over a 
deeply racialised society.

The Chlordecone 
cover-up has a lot to 
answer for. 

The title of the TV 

programme set in 
Guadeloupe, Death in 
Paradise, now takes on a 
very different meaning. 

Andy Stafford
Leeds

9

Another 
Labour  
cop out 
I WAS absolutely lost 
for words with the news 
of the launch of Labour 
Friends Of The Police.

I am given to 
understand that this 
new police fan club has 
the backing of none 
other than Neil Kinnock.

MPs lined up to show 
their support. 

I had to check the 
Twitter page of Jessica 
Morden, Newport East 
Labour MP, to be sure 
the photo wasn’t  
a spoof, but it’s  
there!

Julian Newell
via email

Vinyl needs 
an upgrade
RECYCLED and 
innovative materials are 
part of the answer to 
how we can better store 
music (Socialist Worker, 
6 October). 

First, there’s the 
argument that long 
term you only need to 
play a record a certain 
amount of times before 
the energy used on 
its production is less 
than the power a server 
would use to store it.

Updating vinyl gives 
music lovers control 
and ensures art survives 
in its intended form 
and can’t be edited, 
erased or monopolised 
as easily by corporate 
entities.

Ben Brockett
On Facebook 

Television 
news didn’t 
show protests
I SAW nothing about 
the protests at the Tory 
party conference on the 
news last week.

But I did see Johnson 
gurning at the camera 
and pronouncing his 
usual lying shite!

Leslie Bridges
On Facebook 

The Tories  
shirk care 
burden
SAJID JAVID saying 
healthcare starts “at 
home” is a worrying 
statement. 

All this mentality 
does is put more of a 
burden on those who do 
caring roles—primarily 
women.

It also lets the state 
off the hook. 

Jennifer Ladkin 
Leicester 

Just a 
thought...Workers 

will pass 
up Tory 
plans
PEOPLE WHO go overseas 
for work usually plan for 
the long term.

If they aren’t students, 
they’ll want to make a 
home for themselves in a 
new place for at least a  
few years, if not for the rest 
of their lives.

I know that because I 
was one of them. 

Fifteen years ago I came 
to Britain to start a new 
life. If I were only offered a 
three months job, I would 
not come back. 

That’s why the 
government’s offer of 5,000 
temporary visas for HGV 
drivers and logistic workers 
will not attract much 
interest. Last week we heard 
just 27 EU lorry drivers have 
applied for temporary visas 
to work in Britain.

The Tories do not care 
about essential services, 
whether it is the food and 
fuel supply chain or social 
care. Instead of solving the 
current crisis, they prefer 
to maintain their 
xenophobic and racist 
immigration regime. 

They do this in the hope 
of dividing working class 
people and holding onto 
power.  

Temporary visas, 
expiring on 24 December, 
are just a sham solution 
and a slap in the face of all 
immigrant workers. 

The next winter of 
discontent is coming, and 
we need to make sure that 
much of ordinary people’s 
anger will be brought on 
Tories.

Jacek Szymanski
North London

The Saudi takeover at 
Newcastle shows  trend 
MANY NEWCASTLE United  
football fans seem 
overjoyed with the recent 
takeover by the Saudi 
Public Investment Fund. 

Others rightly point to 
the foul regime that lies 
behind the bid.

But repressive 
governments making such 
moves is nothing new in 
football. In 2008 a private 
equity group owned by a 
member of the Abu Dhabi 
royal family took over 
Manchester City.

A state-run Qatari 
company grabbed Paris 
Saint-Germain.

These huge investments 

create a wider gap between 
the big and small clubs.

And the more money in 
the hands of football 
owners, the less money for 
football infrastructure for 
working class people to use. 

However limited, 
socialists should welcome 
the Premier League’s stance 
against racism and 
homophobia as well as 
campaigns led by Marcus 
Rashford and Gary Neville. 

But football reflects the 
system we live under.

 Football bosses squeeze 
profit out of everything. 

 Nathan Johnston
Newcastle

Abandoning restrictions in 
NHS hospitals will be deadly 
THE TORIES are now unleashing 
the “herd immunity” strategy they 
always wanted as a way of dealing 
with Covid. 

Not content with allowing 
infections to rampage through 
schools, the government’s UKHSA 
healthcare safety body announced 
new guidance for hospitals.

The measures say that staff no 
longer need to wear masks in 
non-clinical areas, such as waiting 
rooms and offices.

Social distancing will drop from 
the current two metres between 
people down to one metre. 

And surfaces will no longer need 
to be “deep cleaned” to prevent the 
spread of infection.

That means Covid will be able to 
spread easily among staff and 
visitors in parts of your local 

hospital— and of course, from 
them on to vulnerable patients too.

The body has also insisted that 
hospitals drop the requirement for 
patients to take a thorough PCR 
Covid test and isolate for three 
days before a procedure.

Instead, the less reliable lateral 
flow Covid tests are now deemed 
sufficient.

Health secretary Sajid Javid 
claims strict measures are “no 
longer necessary”.

But a glance at what has 
happened in schools since all 
protective measures were 
abandoned shows how dangerous 
the Tory policy is.

The Tories say hospital safety 
measures need to be relaxed so 
hospitals can deal with more of the 
patients that are on long waiting 

lists. But spreading Covid among 
health workers and patients is only 
going to make the NHS crisis 
worse.

It all reminds me of the way the 
government treated care homes—
and their elderly residents—in the 
early months of the pandemic.

Ministers refused all safety 
measures and sent thousands of 
hospital patients untested into care 
settings that were utterly unable to 
cope with infections.

We cannot allow such a scandal 
to occur again. 

As health workers we have a 
responsibility to ourselves, our 
colleagues and our patients to 
stand up for the best Covid 
protection possible.

Karen Reissmann
Nurse, Manchester.
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 HOW CARS
 DRIVE US TO
 DISASTER
Much of the world that we live in has been built or adapted to 
accommodate cars. Nick Clark investigates how they became 
such an essential part of capitalism—and asks, in the midst of 
a climate crisis, whether it’s time to pull them over once and 
for all

Insulate Britain 
protesters blocking 
the M25 motorway 
last month (below). 
The group’s protests 
became a focus for 
right wing ire

New from 
Socialist Worker

The Great Climate 
Cop Out—why Cop26 
will not solve the 
environmental crisis 
by Martin Empson
Available for £2 from all Socialist 
Worker sellers and from our 
circulation department 
lPhone 020 7840 5601
     lEmail swcirc@swp.org.uk
        You can also read it online at
         bit.ly/39XqX1U

O
N E  O F  t h e  m o s t 
 provocative things 
you can do in Britain 
is block a road. Look 
at the weeks of hatred 
a i m e d  a t  I n s u l a t e 

Britain  protesters on the front page 
of national newspapers for holding 
up a few lines of traffic.

And look at the potential sentences 
too. Six months in prison and an unlim-
ited fine—serious stuff. 

It’s not just protesters who draw anger 
wherever cars are held up. Wherever 
there’s a plan to build a bike lane, pedes-
trianise a city centre or close off streets 
to cars, you’ll likely find a backlash.

In Birmingham, the council plans to 
turn much of the inner city into a “low 
traffic neighbourhood.”

But the councillor in charge, Waseem 
Zaffar, says he’s expecting complaints—
just as there were complaints and pro-
tests when some were introduced in 
London last year. Some complaints 
have some merit (see right). Others are 
 stalking horses for the right.

At the root of all of them is how 
 transport in modern cities has been built 
around the demands of car manufactur-
ers over the past 60 years. 

Cars are the kings of the road. And 
despite the pollution, the congestion, 
the danger, and the space they take up, 
nothing can be allowed to encroach on 

them. In a high profile case, the Tory 
council of Kensington and Chelsea spent 
£300,000 on cycle lanes down posh 
Kensington High Street last year. It 
ripped them out again just seven weeks 
later, blaming them for congestion.

You might think congestion is because 
there are too many cars. Kensington’s 
councillors believe it’s because cars have 
too little space.

Yet it’s not as if roads were built for 
cars. It might seem an obvious point—
or, given how car-centric streets are 
now, it might not—but roads existed 
long before motorised transport. That 
includes a lot of the roads we live and 
travel on today.

For the first few decades of its 
 existence, the car was a luxury. It was 
a status symbol for the very rich, and a 
rarity on the roads where most people 
travelled by foot, coach, tram, horse or 
bicycle.

Assembly
Car use became widespread not to  satisfy 
any great need of ordinary people, but 
the need of capitalists to continually 
make ever larger profits.

In the 1910s, carmakers in the US 
such as Ford and General Motors found 
they could mass produce vehicles quickly 
using assembly line techniques. 

This drop in production time meant 
they could sell cars far more cheaply to far 
more people and make far more money.

They marketed cars as things that 
offered speed and convenience to ordinary 
people and the individualism, freedom, 
and success that American capitalism 
promised. Car ownership rose dramati-
cally. In the US, the number of cars rose 
from one for every 19,000 people in 1910, 
to one for every 11 in 1920.

The same thing later happened in 
Britain and Europe. And though car 
production and consumption slowed 
down during the Great Depression and 
the Second World War, it skyrocketed 

from the 1950s (see graph). For bosses, 
 building and exporting cars was a great 
way to make Britain a profitable place 
to do business again. And a vast array of 
industries have grown out of this.

There are the car manufacturers 
 themselves, of course.

But there are also the industries that 
feed into it—not least the fossil fuel com-
panies that rely on cars’ massive con-
sumption of oil and gas. And there are 

the industries that feed directly off it—
garages, petrol stations, car dealers, 
insurance companies.

That’s not to mention the indus-
tries whose operations depend on road 
 transport. Most haulage firms and 
 manufacturers rely on the road and HGVs 
for delivery and distribution, often to 
facilitate just in time production methods.

In fact, the needs of the growing car 
industry shaped so much of how we live 
and work.

In order to keep selling cars, manu-
facturers needed new road infrastruc-
ture to accommodate them better. 

This was often at the expense of 
public transport, and often with direct 
lobbying of the motor industry, to make 
transportation more dependent on cars.

Plummeted
In 1963, the government in Britain 
 published the Buchanan Report, Traffic 
in Towns, which recommended towns 
and cities should be rebuilt with cars in 
mind.

So tram lines were torn out of the 
streets to make way for cars, and 
 motorways were built right through 
cities such as Glasgow and Birmingham.

One side effect was that this made 
walking and cycling more dangerous 
too. At the end of the 1940s, cycling 
was second only to the bus as a way of 
getting to work. That plummeted from 
about 1955—almost precisely mirroring 
the sharp rise in private car ownership 
(see graph).

The legacy is a transport system that 
prioritises travel by car—for both short 
and long journeys. 

Today, 68 percent of people who 
commute to work do so by car. Just 
seven percent go by bus. This isn’t to do 
with individual choice, or  about find-
ing ways to “encourage” people to travel 
differently.

Partly it’s because public transport 
is often unreliable, under-resourced, 

overcrowded or expensive. And partly 
it’s because so much of cities, towns and 
suburbs are designed to be accessed pri-
marily by car.

A commute might involve a drive into 
city centres from suburbs and commuter 
towns or towards business parks and 
industrial estates on the outskirts.

There’s a whole urban sprawl built 
around access to roads—and is  therefore 
dependent on cars. 

It’s this built-in dependence that 
makes city roads so congested.

Car adverts still promise freedom and 
speed on empty roads. But, far more 
often, the reality is angry queues of 
slow moving traffic on busy roads that 
 crisscross the neighbourhoods of pol-
luted towns and cities.

It would be better for everyone if cities 
prioritised a cheap, reliable,  properly 
funded public transport system along 
with safer, nicer walking and cycling 
routes.

We can demand and fight for this 
now. 

But because so much of industry and 
infrastructure has been built around the 
car industry, breaking from that inevita-
bly means a more radical reorganisation 
of society.

For the first few 
decades of its 
existence the car was 
a luxury

‘‘ 

ELECTRIC CARS
‘Green solution’ that 
spreads pollution
ELECTRIC CARS are often 
touted as a “green” solution to 
transport pollution. But handily 
for bosses, they also seem to 
offer plenty of profits.

Sales of electric cars in 
Europe have jumped from 
198,000 in 2018 to an expected 
1.17 million this year.

Within four years, one quarter 
of new cars bought in China 
and nearly 40 per cent of those 
purchased in Germany are 
expected to be electric.

Global sales of electric 
vehicles are forecast to reach 
10.7 million by 2025 and then 
28.2 million by 2030.

The Financial Times 
newspaper reports that this is 
partly because of governments 
looking for ways to say they’ve 
reduced carbon emissions.

But, as ever, this is more 
a way of masking and 
pushing pollution around 
rather than ending it.

Electric cars still 
rely on the fossil fuel 
industries that still 
produce most of Britain’s 
energy supply. 

And the mass 
production of electric 
cars still means ripping 
a tremendous amount of 
materials and resources 
out of the earth.

Bosses and politicians 
like the electric car 
because it seems to 
present a way to save the 

‘Low traffic’ areas move 
congestion to major 
roads but don’t cut it
LOCAL COUNCILS say they’ve found 
a way to fix congestion, cut car use 
and encourage walking, cycling and 
public transport.

Low Traf f ic  Neighbourhoods 
(LTNs)—where residential streets are 
blocked off to most motorised traffic and 
cars—sound like a nice idea.

Plenty of city and borough councils 
already tried it during lockdown. But 
in many cases they provoked protests, 
and not just from the usual right wing, 
 pro-car suspects.

In inner London boroughs such as 
Lambeth and Lewisham, residents com-
plained that the road closures had simply 
diverted traffic elsewhere, creating new 
“rat runs” and sites of congestion.

Some suggested that traffic had 
been diverted away from more affluent 
 neighbourhoods towards main roads 
and poorer residential areas. 

Rosamund Kiss i -Debrah—who 
became one of the most high profile 
campaigners against air pollution after 
her child Ella, died of severe asthma 
attacks—is against them.

She lives near the South Circular 
ring road in Hither Green, south east 

London. “When my daughter was alive 
the congestion on the south circular was 
bad,” she said. “But since the introduc-
tion of LTN schemes around the route it 
has become far worse. The congestion 
is terrible.”

Proportionately
A study published in March this year 
suggested that LTNs were not found 
disproportionately in more affluent 
 neighbourhoods. But it’s still the case 
that rather than reduce traffic, they 
simply move it around.

The same goes for congestion charge 
schemes such as London’s Ultra Low 
Emissions Zone, which will be expanded 
from 25 October.

This charges drivers £12.50 daily to 
use their vehicles inside the zone. 

But while businesses and haulage 
firms can absorb the cost, ordinary 
people who rely on cars to commute 
won’t take the hit so painlessly.

LTNs and congestion charges fail 
because they don’t address the root of 
the problem. Taclking pollution in cities 
means halting car use—not trying to 
push it around.

International Socialist Tendency 
Conference

The Revolutionary 
Alternative to 
Capitalism’s Climate 
Disaster
Sunday 14 November, 2pm
Speakers so far include 
lSabrina Fernandez (Brazil) 
lAlex Callinicos (Britain) 
lOzde Ozbay (Turkey) 
lJohn Molyneux (Ireland) 
lGyekye Tanoh (Ghana) 
lMichelle Robidoux (Canada) · 
lAmy Leather (Britain) 
lErima Dall (Australia)

Register for your (free) ticket at 
bit.ly/revalt1121

An idealised picture of a ‘car-banned’ area in Walthamstow, east London
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

BIRMINGHAM
Can the COP process 
deliver climate justice?
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY, SHROPSHIRE 
& STAFFORDSHIRE
Can the COP process 
deliver climate justice?
Wed 20 Oct, 8pm
914-9548-1031
BRADFORD
Why does the free 
market fail?
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
The climate movement—
people, protest and power
Thu 21 Oct, 
6.30pm
874-3262-3749

CAMBRIDGE
A rebel’s guide to 
George Orwell
Thu 21 Oct, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Will the economy bounce 
back after Covid?
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
828-532-8731
COLCHESTER
9/11, 20 years on—
Afghanistan and the 
failures of US imperialism
Thu 21 Oct, 7.30pm
466-478-2013

CREWE & STOKE-ON-TRENT
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
876 1972 0813
DEVON & CORNWALL
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Thu 21 Oct, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg 
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Socialists and the 
Labour Party
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
Is this democracy? 
Parliament, people 
and power
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
From Texas to Poland—the 
fight for abortion rights
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
879-2402-3259
HUDDERSFIELD
100 years of the Chinese 
Communist Party
Wed 20 Oct, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Education, racism and class 
Thu 21 Oct, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
992-204-9372

LEEDS
The Nationality and Borders 
Bill—the case against 
immigration controls
Thu 21 Oct, 6pm
881-4770-0676
LONDON:HARINGEY
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 20 Oct, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
By any means necessary—
the revolutionary 
legacy of Malcolm X
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
After the Unite union 
elections—how can we 
rebuild our unions?
Wed 20 Oct, 
7pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Booklaunch: Work 
& resistance in the 
21st century—with 
author Jane Hardy
Wed 20 Oct, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Cuba—imperialism 
and mass protests
Wed 20 Oct, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Will the economy bounce 
back after Covid?
Thu 21 Oct, 
7.30pm
878-5774-8899
NEWCASTLE
Capitalism and slavery—
the roots of racism
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
368-595-2712
OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY
The dialectics of art
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
861-2001-6477
WIGAN
Why does the free 
market fail?
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 20 Oct, 
7pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the  socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

Breaking Up the British 
State—Scotland, 
Independence and 
Socialism  £12 

Transgender 
Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege 
explain racism?
by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and 
Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given 
for your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online 
meetings and other updates.

BRISTOL
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
688-397-3148

HARLOW
Thu 21 Oct, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

LIVERPOOL
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 21 Oct, 7.30pm
854-8245-8715

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 20 Oct, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON:SOUTH EAST
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
529-913-6390

MANCHESTER
Wed 20 Oct, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

NORWICH
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
906-652-5299

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 21 Oct, 7pm
528-174-9278

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 20 Oct, 7.30pm
381-513-5080

Anger at police followed Sarah Everard’s killing

After Sarah Everard...
The police, violence, 
sexism and the state
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Shocking tales of corruption at the top tier of sport 
STREAMING
BAD SPORT
On Netflix 
Available now

BAD SPORT is a great 
true crime documentary 
series that takes a deep 
look into scandals in 
professional sports.

The series follows six 
stories told by athletes, 
coaches, bosses and 
authorities.

It offers an often 
overlooked perspective 
from all sides of the story, 
particularly those who 

were sentenced to long 
prison sentences.

Even if you remember 
some of the scandals, 
the series offers a fresh 
perspective, with high 
profile interviews and 
uncovered media files. 

The episodes include 
college basketball 
match fixing, a racecar 
team funded by 
drug smuggling, and 
ref‑bribing in top tier 
Italian football. 

The first episode shows 
the exact process of how 
a young gambler offers 
Arizona State college 

basketball players money 
in exchange for fixing 
matches in 1994. It’s 
almost a “how to match 
fix” guide.

The athletes are on 
the road to the top of the 
sport—the NBA. 

They explain how 
they were chasing a 
dream after growing 
up in poverty in 
underdeveloped, working 
class areas.

All the players were at 
university on basketball 
scholarships. Some 
players were given just 
£95 monthly to live on.

Many players were 
skipping meals and were 
financially forced into 
accepting a gambler’s 
offer of £20,000 each 
match—while he made 
millions in profits.

Other episodes show 
shocking corruption at 
the Winter Olympics and 
international cricket.

From greedy capitalists 
to desperate athletes and 
everything in between, 
this Netflix series offers 
insight into a hidden 
underbelly of competitive 
sport.
Sam Ord

The Squid Game’s dystopia 
is today’s modern society
Netflix’s new Korean drama has become a sensation because, despite its 
grotesque horror, it resonates with people the world over, says Sasha Simic
 “WHAT KIND of sick game is this? 
Why do some get a hard shape and 
others an easy one?” 

The Korean television thriller The 
Squid Game has proven to be an 
unprecedented global hit for Netflix. 
It’s estimated to have been seen by 
more than 82 million subscribers 
worldwide just weeks after its release 
on the 17 September 2021. 

It became the number one streamed 
show in the US just four days after 
its release. The hashtag #squidgame 
dominates social media with 22.8 bil-
lion views on TikTok alone.

The Squid Game is a brilliant 
 variation on the “death game” genre. 
This goes as far back as 1973’s 
Rollerball and which saw a massive 
revival with Battle Royale in 2000, 
followed by and the Hunger Games 
trilogy.

Most efforts in this genre are set 
in dystopian futures under despotic 
regimes. The Squid Game doesn’t 
give its audience that comfort. The 
Squid Game is set in the present.

Burdened
Some 456 Koreans, each burdened 
with massive debts, are coerced into 
participating in six lethal versions of 
children games. These are all played 
out in an unknown location and 
orchestrated by masked controllers. 

In some of the games it’s every-
one for themselves. In other games 
 players can team up. But there can 
only be one winner who is rewarded 
with a huge cash prize. 

The price of failure is a swift and 
bloody death. 

The competition is played for the 
gratification of a tiny number of 
super-wealthy men—the VIPs. They 
watch in comfort while the competi-
tors are accommodated in spartan 

barracks before risking their lives in 
the games. 

Yet the competitors are not openly 
forced to take part in the games. The 
organisers give them the option to 
stop playing if a majority vote to 
leave. 

But that choice is an illusion. The 
players have been selected because 
they are desperate and poor. 

They include the gambling addict 
Seong Gi-hun (brilliantly played by 
Lee Jung-jae), the North Korean 

pickpocket Kang San-byeok (Jung 
HoYeong) and the brutally exploited 
Pakistani immigrant Abdul Ali 
(Anupam Tripathi). 

On returning to Seoul, they find 
that the circumstances which forced 
them into the games are still there. 
They have no option but to return to 
The Squid Game.

The Squid Game is beautifully 
realised, rejecting CGI in favour of 
surreal physical sets. It is also very 
accessible. 

But what really accounts for its 
universal popularity is that The Squid 
Game is about capitalism, competi-
tion, and class. Millions of viewers 
across the planet recognise and relate 
to the economic coercion at the heart 
of the drama. 

Hwang Dong-hyuk’s series knows 
who the enemy is and that they can’t 
be beaten fighting by their rules.

He makes a compelling case 
that capitalism is a dystopian 
 winner-takes-all death game. 

CONTESTANTS PLAY twisted versions of children’s playground games

Impoverished college players
succumbed to bribery

TELEVISION 
CLASSIC ALBUMS: 
GIL SCOTT-HERON— 
PIECES OF A MAN
Available now on Sky Arts

AT 22 years old, Gil 
Scott‑Heron produced an 
artistic milestone 50 years 
ago. 

His debut music 
album Pieces Of A Man 
projected a new and 
unique voice, radical 
politics, top musicianship, 
and sympathetic studio 
production by Bob Thiele.

Sky Arts has now 
produced an excellent 
assessment of this classic 
album.

Jazz writer Ashley Kahn 
says it was the equal of 
Marvin Gaye’s What’s Goin 
On and Sly Stone’s There’s 
A Riot Goin On, also 
released that year.

Gil’s writing and 
performing buddy Brian 
Jackson recaptures exactly 
how each track unfolded in 
the recording studio. 

It is a delight to hear so 
much from Jackson given 
his relative anonymity in 
recent decades.

The Revolution Will 

Not Be Televised is Gil’s 
best‑known track. 

It’s a dig in the ribs of 
some black radicals that 
cared more for fashion 
and TV than revolutionary 
organisation at the time. 

Home Is Where 
The Hatred Is sadly 
foreshadowed Gil’s own 
final descent into drug and 
booze self‑destruction. 

But it contains a tour 
de force contribution from 
Ron Carter on bass. Lady 
Day and John Coltrane is 
drummer Bernard Purdie’s 
time to shine.

But it’s the little known 
title track that still deserves 
greater respect. It is an 
utterly beautiful, sparse 
evocation at funereal 
speed of the deep shame 
redundancy foists on a 
working man, told from 
his young son’s viewpoint. 
Carter again turns in a 
stunning performance, as 
does Jackson on piano.

Even if you don’t have 
Sky Arts, treat yourself to 
a copy of this wonderful 
album from someone or 
somewhere. Then check out 
all Gil’s subsequent work. 
Nobody else wrote such 
great tunes for your head, 
heart and feet.
Nick Grant

Scott-Heron’s classic album
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A
mazon boss, Jeff 
Bezos is expand-
ing his empire to 
the high streets. 

Amazon Fresh 
supermarkets are 

already open in six locations 
across London and the firm 
will soon open 30 shops across 
Britain. But unlike other super-
markets, Amazon Fresh is com-
plete without cashiers.

Using an app you can walk 
in, grab an item and walk out 
with Amazon automatically 
charging your account. 

The semi-automated  process 
uses Amazon branded “Just 
Walk Out Technology.” This is 
a series of surveillance cameras 
that track and detect when you 
take a  product from the shelves.

Bosses hope this could be the 
future.

Business magazine Forbes 
wrote, “If the technology can 
successfully be scaled, it could 
create widespread  cashier-less 
grocery shopping.”

It added, “Amazon’s entry 
into grocery could force the 
entire industry to adopt more 
digital solutions and focus 
on experience instead of just 
products.”

Automation poses a serious 
threat to many people’s jobs—
and not just in retail. And for 
bosses such as Bezos, that’s the 
point. 

Amazon is competing with 
“offline” shops such as Asda and 
Tesco to grab as much of this 
money as possible. Bezos thinks 
that investing in this new tech-
nology, and cutting down on 
labour costs, can undercut his 
competitors.

For almost as long as 
 capitalism has existed, bosses 
have dreamed of produc-
tion with as few workers as 
 possible—if not none at all.

As the car boss Henry Ford 
complained, “Every time I hire 
a pair of hands I get a human 
being.”

For a start, bosses see 
 slashing the workforce as a way 
to save money and maximise 
profits—no need to stump up 
as many wages. 

Rest
And machines don’t need rest 
time, or sick pay either. And, 
of course, no chance of pesky 
unions or strikes.

Yet despite their best efforts, 
bosses have always found they 
rely on human labour.

Take online shopping. It 
wasn’t so long ago that this 
supposedly heralded the death 
of retail jobs. But its growth 
demanded the massive expan-
sion of new jobs elsewhere—
online shopping now relies on 
an army of delivery drivers and 
warehouse workers.

Bezos may not have cashiers 
in the front of his stores. But 
surely he still needs people to 
deliver the food to those stores, 
and then to stack the shelves. In 
fact—even if he doesn’t employ 
them directly—he still relies on 
the labour of the people who 
produced the food in the first 
place.

That’s not to mention the 

human beings who programme 
and maintain the new, suppos-
edly “worker-less” technology—
and those who manufacture it.

In the end, bosses always 
need human labour. This is 
what gives commodities their 
value and allows them to 
 accumulate profits.

Without human beings doing 
the work in the first place, raw 
materials would stay in the 
ground. Nothing would ever 
get made, and so nothing could 
ever be sold—including the 

machinery that supposedly 
replaces human beings.

That’s why the revolutionary 
Karl Marx argued that the value 
of a commodity is determined 
by the average amount of 
labour time it takes to produce. 
This is reflected in its price.

Capitalists might think 
they can make more money 
by  cutting down on the 
amount of time and labour 
needed to  produce and sell 
 something. This means they can 
 produce much more for less, 

 undercutting their rivals.
From the point of view of 

the individual boss this makes 
sense—they can seemingly make 
much more money than their 
competitors. But in the long 
term, all they are doing is reduc-
ing the value of the commodity 
they are selling, because it takes 
much less time to produce.

When they invest in new 
technology, they’re just paying 
for the work that’s already been 
expended in producing it—
what Marx called dead labour.

Eventually, the increasing 
amount of money they spend 
on technology and dead labour 
starts to eat into the profits they 
make in return. Marx called this 
the falling rate of profit—and 
it’s at the root of every economic 
crisis.

O
NE WAY capital-
ists try to make 
up for this is 
by squeezing 
more value out 
of their living 

labour—their actual workers.
Bosses only pay workers a 

fraction of the value they create 
and keep the rest—which Marx 
called “surplus value”—for 
themselves. So it’s in bosses’ 
interests to try and make their 
workers produce as much as 
possible, and pay them back as 
little as possible.

That’s why conditions are 
so poor for workers in Bezos’s 
Amazon warehouses, and for 
his delivery drivers, under con-
stant pressure to meet targets.

But this same position also 
gives workers power. Because 
their labour is the source of 
bosses’ profits, they can stop 
working and bring the system 
crashing to a halt.

That ’s  why Marx said 
 capitalism “produces its own 
gravediggers.”

Disruption
Imag ine  the  d i s rupt ion 
that workers in an Amazon 
 warehouse could cause if they 
went on strike—or if the deliv-
ery drivers refused to keep 
delivering.

What if the IT workers behind 
the new “Just Walk Out” tech-
nology decided not to maintain 
or update it, so that no more 
payments could be collected?

This conflict—or at least the 
threat of it—between the bosses 
and workers never goes away. 
Bosses have always tried to force 
their employees to  produce more 
for less—and they’ve always 
looked to new technologies to 
help them do that.

Bu t  t ime  and  aga in , 
 throughout capitalism’s history, 
this exploitation has exploded 
into open battle between 
 workers and their bosses. 

And while sometimes bosses 
might use technology to make 
one set of workers redundant—
often they’ve just created a new 
army of their own gravediggers 
somewhere else.

TECH CAN’T 
REPLACE ALL 
WORKERS  
Amazon’s new cashier-less supermarkets seem to raise a 
vision of a capitalism without workers. But, says  
Sam Ord, bosses can’t get rid of us that easily

Bosses have 
always tried to 
produce more 
for less—and 
used technology

‘‘ 
Jeff Bezos

Cashing-in on a super new 
market in shoppers’ data

Scan your phone to come in and shop

 I
S YOUR personal data 
the real commodity on 
sale at Amazon Fresh? 
Serious questions 

around privacy and data 
protection are being asked 
regarding Amazon’s “Just 
Walk Out Technology”. 

Silkie Carlo, the director 
of the campaign group Big 
Brother Watch said, Amazon 
Fresh “offers a dystopian, 
total-surveillance shopping 
experience”. She added, 
“Amazon’s intense tracking 
of shoppers will create larger 
personal data footprints 
than any other retailer. 

“Customers deserve 
to know how and by 
whom these records and 
analytics could be used.”

Data collection is 
incredibly profitable. 

Many believe that 
Amazon isn’t so concerned 
with turning a profit 
from groceries as selling 
data and new technology 
may be sufficient.

But what does this 
mean for the customers 
and workers?

Amazon has never been 
shy from using surveillance 
systems to maximise profits. 

The company’s delivery 
drivers are constantly 
monitored using cameras and 
GPS systems. And warehouse 
workers are tracked 
using software, thermal 
cameras and wristbands.

Similar systems will be 
used to monitor workers in 
Amazon Fresh supermarkets.

Migrants, refugees, 
political activists or others 
who may fear the state and 
surveillance may stay clear.

And they would be 
right to. Amazon owns 
the smart doorbell brand 
Ring, which it used to 
hand facial recognition 
data to the police.

The use of this data—
which is often incredibly 
flawed or false—is used 
disproportionately to harass 
and arrest black people.

Persecute
There is potential for 
the state and Amazon 
Fresh to cooperate with 
the state in order to 
persecute certain people.

There is also a potential 
for the systems to be 
hacked, releasing personal 
information into the hands 
of unknown individuals.

We know that the 
chain will closely track 
customers’ location and 
movements in order to 
determine their behaviour. 

But we don’t know exactly 
what data Amazon will 
collect, keep or sell on.

So customers and workers 
will never really know 
and can never consent to 
their personal data being 
collected and sold. 

A SUPERMARKET without workers? Who’s that stocking the shelves?

READ MORE
lCapitalism Volume 1 
by Karl Marx
£18.99
lA Reader’s Guide To 
Marx’s Capital 
by Joseph Choonara
£9.99
lUnravelling 
Capitalism 
by Joseph Choonara
£8.99

lIntroducing Marxist 
Economics 
Education for Socialists 
pamphlet
online at  
swp.org.uk/theory/
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Sickle Cell Disease exposes 
racial health inequalities 

The announcement 
of the first new 
treatment for Sickle 
Cell Disease for 20 
years is good news. 
But it also tells us a lot 
about systemic racism 
in healthcare, says 
Yuri Prasad 
THE COVID pandemic 
laid bare the way racial 
inequality impacts on health 
in the starkest possible 
way—the death rate. But 
the virus is far from the only 
indicator of this problem.

News last week of a new 
treatment for Sickle Cell 
Disease, which affects red 
blood cells, has been rightly 
hailed as “ground breaking”.

In Britain it primarily 
affects those of African 
and Caribbean heritage. 

But many are asking 
why something that affects 
so many, in devastating 
ways, attracts so little 
attention from big drugs 
firms and the NHS.

“Sickle Cell is something 
that has been known about 
for over 100 years, but 
there has been very limited 
innovation and research 
and development into 
modifying treatment. Why 
is that?” asks Sickle Cell 
charity leader John James.

“If this was the biggest 
blood condition in Britain 
but it was affecting 
predominantly white people, 
would it still be the same?”

James’s point is well made.

Funding
Compare the amount of 
funding there is for new 
treatments for Cystic Fibrosis, 
which affects just over 
10,000 people in Britain, 
with Sickle Cell, which 
affects up to 15,000.

Research into Cystic 
Fibrosis garners more 
than 30 times as much 
financial support as 
Sickle Cell disorders. 
And lack of research is 
not the only problem.

A shocking lack of training 
for NHS staff means that 
hospitals are often a place 
of last resort for patients—
somewhere to go only when 
all other methods have failed.

Those with Sickle Cell 
Disease suffer repeated crises, 
which involve intense pain 
and muscle weakness. It can 
also lead to organ failure.

Often only the strongest 
pain relief is effective 
while patients wait for life-
saving blood transfusions.

But Sickle Cell Disease 
is often characterised 
as a “disease of pain”, 
rather than one of organ 
failure and premature 
death. So all manner of 
prejudices find their way 
into hospital treatment.

The racial stigma that 
associates young black 
people with drugs is one 
of the most powerful.

Many patients report being 
treated with suspicion when 
they ask for pain medication 
and say sometimes they are 
denied proper treatment.

“I’m not quite sure where 
this theory came from that 
Sickle Cell patients are lazy 
lying drug addicts, but it’s 
so untrue and so damaging 
to us,” says Aliya, on a blog 
for the Sickle Cell Society.

“It undermines what we go 

through and hugely affects 
our care and treatment.

“When I would go 
into A&E, nurses would 
constantly watch me to see 
if I really was in crisis. 

“If I went to the toilet, if I 
went on my phone, even if I 
sat up they would say, ‘You 
must be feeling better’.”

Very few medical staff 
get quality training in Sickle 
Cell and related diseases.

A recent survey of student 
nurses and midwives revealed 
that 71 percent had not 
had any formal teaching 
time on the disease. 

Nurses
And, of those that did, only 
17 percent of nurses had a 
session of one hour or longer.

However, there are signs 
of change. Over many years 
campaigners have demanded 
a transformation in the way 
the health service relates to 
Sickle Cell patients. And  
they have won 
significant victories.

The improved guidelines 
for care of patients are 
one result of their efforts. 
But it will take a far wider 
fight to address the array 
of racial disparities that 
Covid has revealed.

Here we are helped by the 
way the Black Lives Matter 
movement galvanised so 
many thousands of people, 
including health workers 
and patients, in a fight 
against systemic racism.

Understanding unequal 
health as part of the 
wider part of pattern 
of discrimination, and 
making them a focus 
of protests, is vital.

Health workers joined Black Lives Matter protests

It will take a far 
wider fight to 
address the 
racial disparities 
that Covid has 
revealed

‘‘ 
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A WOMEN-ONLY train in Japan

Capitalism leaves no safe spaces for women
by ISABEL RINGROSE

WILL SAFE spaces protect 
women? It’s an argument 
that has arisen once again 
after the murder of Sarah 
Everard by Met police officer 
Wayne Couzens. 

Female wings in hospitals 
or changing rooms, wanting a 
female doctor, or a group to 
discuss specific issues relating 
to women in a trade union can 
be important.

Domestic abuse refuges 
for women are an essential 
 service for those without any‑
where else to go.

And, it’s right to defend the 
self‑organisation of oppressed 
people, whether in spaces 
for women, black or LGBT+ 
people to debate and organise 
among themselves.

Important
This is particularly  important 
when these spaces come under 
attack from the right who want 
to tear apart self‑organisation. 

Women’s officers at uni‑
versities and women’s hour at 
swimming pools have all come 
under attack in the past. 

But there is a distinction 
between spaces designed to 

protect women, and others 
that give opportunities during 
struggle for women to discuss 
specific issues.

Both should be fought 
for, but socialists must also 
say their expansion isn’t the 
way to overcome sexism and 
 violence against women.

“Inherent” male violence is 
used sometimes to justify the 

need for women‑only spaces. 
The notion of “biologi‑

cal determinism” is that 
 women’s oppression is rooted 
in  biology, and violence is 
 inherent to men. 

It’s true that men commit 
acts of violence against, harass 
and abuse women.

But men don’t need to 
infiltrate women‑only spaces 

to do this. Some 80 percent 
of assaults on women are in 
public areas.

Women’s oppression results 
from and is structured into 
the capitalist society we live 
under, not a biological feature 
of men.

Women are paid less, 
their bodies commodified, 
and they’re harassed and 

abused daily. Sexism provides 
 justification for this structural 
oppression. It ensures women 
stick within their set gender 
roles—such as being seen as 
nurturing and subservient. 

Since the debate  resurfaced, 
gender critical feminists are 
yet again using women‑only 
spaces to attack trans women 
based on the false rooting 
of women’s oppression in 
biology.

Transphobes make the 
argument that as “male 
bodied” people, trans women 
pose a threat to cis women—
women whose gender iden‑
tity matches the sex they were 
assigned at birth.

Experience
And, they say, being socialised 
as “men” means trans women 
can’t relate to problems or 
experiences that other women 
suffer.

Guardian newspaper 
 columnist Catherine Bennett 
recently wrote, “As Alessandra 
Asteriti and Rebecca Bull 
argued in Modern Law 
Review, ‘Opening spaces to 
those who self‑declare their 
sex and whose are perceived 
as males’ will ‘embolden 
male opportunists to enter 

single‑sex spaces, reducing 
their risk‑mitigation role.’”

But trans women aren’t 
men dressing as women to 
perpetrate violence. 

Firstly, trans women are not 
men dressed up, nor are they 
men trying to be women.

Secondly, there is a total 
lack of evidence that women 
are attacked by trans women 
or men in women’s clothes 
who want to abuse women.

In fact last year four out of 
five trans people were victims 
of a hate crime. Trans people 
face brutal oppression, both in 
the forms of transphobia and 
sexism.

Too often arguments about 
women‑only spaces focus on 
the exclusion of trans women. 

Attacking other oppressed 
people is not only misguided 
but causes further division.

The arguments against 
trans people that are used by 
the right now are taken up by 
some on the left, only plays 
into the sexism and  oppression 
rife in society.

Socialists must defend 
 people’s right to gender iden‑
tity and argue for class unity 
with men against sexism, 
ensuring women are at the 
forefront of the fight. 
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Union leader Sarah Woolley 
defends split from Labour 
The Bfawu bakers’ union recently voted to disaffiliate from the Labour Party. Bfawu general 
secretary Sarah Woolley spoke to Charlie Kimber about the move and what comes next 

‘Bfawu has been treated badly by the leadership’ 
‘Disaffiliating from 

Labour wasn’t a 
snap decision.

We had motions at our 
conference last year about 
leaving because people 
didn’t like Keir Starmer 
moving away from the 
party’s working class roots.

Those motions were 
headed off by launching a 
survey of members’ views 
which showed they wanted 
to disaffiliate.

Then came the news that 
Ian Hodson, our president, 
had been “auto‑excluded” 
because he was featured 
as a sponsor on the Labour 
Against the Witchhunt 

(LAW) website. LAW 
was made a proscribed 
organisation at the July 
meeting of Labour’s national 
executive.

It was actually the union, 
not Ian, which had backed 
LAW in 2017 because we 
were concerned about the 
way people were being 
excluded. 

Our previous general 
secretary, Ronnie Draper, 
was suspended for 
retweeting that those 
leading the coup against 
Jeremy Corbyn were 
traitors.

With Ian, we had a 
second national officer 

targeted. We felt we had 
to move quickly because 
members were pulling out of 
the political fund.

If that continued 
we wouldn’t be able to 
campaign on important 
issues.

The executive called 
a recall conference and 
moved the motion for 
disaffiliation. 

There was just one vote 
against, that person thought 
it should be a decision for 
an in‑person meeting, not an 
online one.

We had a good debate. 
The main feeling was 
disappointment, feeling that 

the Labour party had backed 
away from people whose 
support it desperately needs.

Lots of our members are 
in those Red Wall seats 
that Labour say it wants to 
retake.

Bfawu has been treated 
badly by the leadership. 

I took over in May last 
year and I know we are not 
as big as Unite or Unison but 
we are one of the Labour 
party founders. 

I’ve never had a word 
from Keir Starmer. 

There’s been no 
attempt to reach out to 

us and discover what we 
think.”

‘LET’S BE clear, we have 
disaffiliated from Labour 
but Bfawu will try to 

be more political after what’s 
happened, not less.

We won’t have a full discussion 
about our next moves until next 
month, but there are ideas around 
community organising, pushing hard 
for a £15 an hour minimum wage, 
abolishing zero hours contracts and 
doing away with pay discrimination 
against young workers.

We will work with MPs 
who support us.

We’re going to focus a lot 
of our energy on politicising 
our membership.

 Some people say we should 
concentrate just on industrial 
issues as a trade union, but politics 
comes into everything we do.

We need more working class 
people in parliament and councils.

I hope we will be able to 
encourage our members to stand 
for those positions, whether it be 
as a Labour person, a Green or 
for socialist groups like the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition.

In Scotland we will be able to let 
our members stand for who they 
want and perhaps support them. 
We won’t have to worry about being 
thrown out of Labour for backing 
a candidate from another party.

Some people have criticised 
what we have done, but we 
have a lot of support. I’ve had 
messages saying people hope 
their union will do the same.

This has been a big move. “Stay in 
Labour and fight” was our position. 
We were a founding signatory of 
the Don’t Leave Organise group.

But there comes a point 
when you have to say we can’t 

go on, it’s no longer possible 
to continue as we are.

We had to put workers and 
the union before the interests 
of the Labour Party.

I don’t know what it will 
take for Keir Starmer to realise, 
the Labour party is nothing 
without trade unions. 

I don’t mean that in a dictatorial 
way, but Labour is supposed to 
be the party of the working class. 

And if it isn’t going to be the 
party of the working class, then 
people will look elsewhere.

We don’t want them looking 
to parties on the right.

If Starmer goes on as he is, we 
could see 20 more years of the Tories 
and that will be a disaster for all.

The trade union movement and 
Labour party should be uniting 
against cuts to Universal Credit, 
the national insurance increase 

and future cuts. Instead Starmer 
had carried out an internal war.

We have a real crisis in 
the country and the Labour 
leader chooses to go for trade 
unions and divisive moves like 
changing the way elections for 
his successor will take place.

It’s bad for us as trade 
unionists but it’s also letting 
down millions who need 
better than Boris Johnson.”

Labour 
turned their 
back on us

‘THE LABOUR 
conference was 
a shambles. 

If Bfawu leaders had 
held a conference 
like that, we’d have 
been hung, drawn and 
quartered.

Points of order were 
brushed aside, people 
who wanted to speak 
were ignored, ballot 
times were cut short—all 
to aid the right and its 
control of the party.

Keir Starmer stood 
on the idea of coming 
together as one 
movement.

Well, the conference 
showed that was never 
the plan. 

Obviously some 
people wanted us to 

change our minds about 
disaffiliation. We met 
deputy leader Angela 
Rayner and she asked 
what it would take to put 
this right.

We told her it was too 
late. There had been no 
response when we did 
our members’ survey 
and no action when Ian 
was auto‑excluded.

We had indications 
that Ian’s membership 
would be restored. It 
never happened.

We met Anneliese 
Dodds, the Labour Party 
chair, and she seemed 
sympathetic, but there 
was no action.

Bfawu will not accept 
bullying from any bosses 
or a party that chooses 
to be on the bosses’ 
side.”

Sarah Woolley

BFAWU MEMBERS on strike at Hovis in Belfast, Northern Ireland, earlier this year Picture: BFAWU
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Unite must 
offer more 
support to 
the Weetabix 
strikers
Engineers at Weetabix have continued 
strong strikes but now urgently need to 
escalate, reports Isabel Ringrose 

WORKERS AT Weetabix fac-
tories in Kettering and Corby 
in Northamptonshire entered 
their fourth week of strikes 
against fire and rehire this 
week. 

Some 70 engineers employed 
by the company are taking part in 
48-hour strikes on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each week until the 
end of November.

Changes to contracts by the com-
pany will result in some losing up to 
£5,000 annually, and shift  pattern 
changes mean longer working 
hours.

Engineers at the factory work 
around the clock to ensure no 
 interruptions to food production.

And they worked throughout 
the pandemic to ensure that profits 
were made for the bosses. 

Now, the bosses want to repay 
them by slashing their income.

Last year Weetabix, which also 
owns Alpen and Oatibix, saw its 
profits skyrocket up by almost a 
fifth to more than £81 million. 

And its American owner, US 
cereal giant Post Holdings Inc, 
made an operating profit of over 
£500 million.

Weetabix and its owners are 
refusing to accept that its changes 
amount to fire and rehire. 

Dictate
They say that the terms of the con-
tracts dictate that it can be changed.

But some workers received a 
letter from the company inform-
ing them that if they didn’t accept 
the changes, they would indeed be 
fired. 

Workers have been solid in their 
resistance, with some working for 
the company for over three decades 
taking part in their first industrial 
action.

Yet confusion over strike pay has 
left some worried about momentum 
going forwards. Unite’s fire and 
rehire strike pay should amount to 

£70 a day. Some workers have been 
given a figure of less, and others 
more.

A union the size of Unite 
can easily afford to support its 
members financially, particularly 
given the size of the Weetabix 
strike.

To escalate the strike further 
to all-out action, Unite needs to 
reconsider its financial support to 
all strikers.

Currently strikers say Weetabix 
will be feeling the pressure from the 
strike, with managers filling in for 
the missing engineers. 

But workers then go back in 
for five other days and have to fix 
things from the days they were on 
strike.

Workers shouldn’t be held back 
on escalating action because of a 
lack of funding.

And it would be a huge victory 
for Weetabix workers and the whole 
union to defeat fire and rehire.

Not only will it ensure the strik-
ers keep their existing pay and 
conditions, but it’ll also scare other 
bosses from implementing the same 
measures.

It’s crucial for the union to have 
its first big win against fire and 
rehire under the new  leadership of 
Sharon Graham.

Unison officials manoeuvres will  
undermine the elected executive 
FULL TIME officials in the Unison 
union are trying to undermine 
elected lay members on the union’s 
governing body by refusing to 
carry out its decisions.

At the heart of the row is 
whether Unison becomes a union 
that leads a greater fightback over 
pay and working conditions.

Left wing activists took control 
of Unison’s national executive 
council (NEC) in elections earlier 
this year.

Most were part of the Time for 
Real Change campaign, which 
wants to make Unison a more 

fighting union. Time for Real 
Change members want to remove 
blocks that hinder members and 
branches trying to take action. 
Yet it said it had found a “lack of 
clarity” on the powers of the NEC 
to make decisions.

Its members brought six motions 
to a meeting of the NEC last week 
confirming the NEC’s authority in 
the union. These were all passed 
with a majority.

Yet Unison officials argued 
that many of the resolutions were 
unlawful. Time For Real Change 
has its own legal advice confirming 

that its motions are lawful. But the 
dispute is much more than a legal 
argument.

Unison activists can try and 
pass motions at their branches 
supporting the NEC decisions. 

But they should invite left wing 
members of the NEC to speak at 
their branches to demonstrate a 
fighting leadership. 

The left’s strength in Unison 
comes from the support it got 
from members who want to see a 
change in how the union is run. 

It has to rely on that support to 
overcome the obstruction.

WEETABIX STRIKES on picket lines (above and left)  Pictures:unite east Midlands

Council workers can vote for a pay strike
LOCAL GOVERNMENT workers 
in England and Wales are set to 
ballot for strikes over pay.

Members of the Unison union 
voted by 79 percent to reject a 
pay increase that falls well below 
inflation, in a consultative ballot 
that ended earlier this month.

Bosses had offered a rise of 
just 1.75 percent. With inflation 
running at close to 5 percent, 

that is a real terms pay cut.
It follows more than a decade 

of similar pay cuts and freezes. 
Unison is now set to ballot 

council workers—including care 
workers, refuse collectors, social 
workers, teaching assistants and 
street cleaners—for strikes from 
1 December. Unison activists 
have to deliver a strong vote 
for strikes, with campaigns that 

connect with workers’ anger and 
stress over low pay.

Activists in Camden Unison 
built for a vote to reject the 
offer with a “pay free Friday 
campaign.” They said that a 
decade of below inflation pay 
rises mean that council workers 
now work one day per week 
for free, while the number of 
billionaires has increased.
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   City Clean strike piles 
up rubbish in Brighton 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

REFUSE WORKERS and 
HGV drivers working for 
Brighton and Hove coun-
cil’s City Clean entered 
their second week of 
strikes on Monday. 

Members of the GMB 
union are striking after 
changes in working patterns 
were imposed by bosses with 
no consultation. 

Bosses have changed 
 longstanding routes, duties 
and crew. Workers are right 
to say this will have an 
impact on their health and 
wellbeing. 

Control
Mark Turner, GMB’s Sussex 
branch chair, said that these 
new changes are, “either 
just for change’s sake or as 
an unofficial program of 
 punishments and control.” 

The union is demanding 
an end to these detrimental 
to changes. 

The action comes after 
workers voted by 100 per-
cent for strikes, on an 80 
percent turnout.

At stake is the city’s Green 
council’s refusal to intervene 
and settle the dispute.

G a r y  P a l m e r ,  G M B 
regional organiser said, 

“There has been plenty of 
time for the council to sort 
this, but they have chosen 
not to.  

“Recently I spoke with 
one of our GMB members 
who hit the nail on the head 
when he told me, ‘I doubt 
they will listen to us seri-
ously until we stand out on 
the picket line’”. 

The council offered a new 
deal on Monday. But it was 
completely inadequate and 
the strike continues.

This is not the first time 
the council has mounted 
attacks on its workers. 

Last year, the building 
maintenance department 
went on strike for five days.

And in 2013, over 300 
refuse workers organised an 
unofficial walkout after the 
council introduced a new 
allowance scheme. 

Strikers have mounted 
impressive picket lines, and 
rubbish has begun to pile up 
due to the strike.

nTHE GMB union has 
announced success for refuse 
workers in the Amber Valley 
area of Derbyshire following 
an industrial action vote.

The union says the deal 
with Norse Amber Valley 
management “will see a 
package of improvements to 
conditions, as well as a pay 
deal in line with inflation”.

But with soaring inflation, 
and sharp labour shortages, 
refuse workers deserve more 
than just standing still.

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

New fights at the Royal 
Parks and at the DVLA
OUTSOURCED cleaners 
working at a number of 
parks in central London 
protested at the Royal Parks 
Half Marathon on Sunday.

The protest came a week 
into the cleaners’ month 
long strike over sick pay 
and possible job cuts.

The members of the PCS 
union work for private 
company Just Ask Services. 

They are fighting 
possible job cuts later this 
year, and are demanding 
the same sick pay, maternity 
pay, annual leave, and 
pension entitlement as 
workers employed directly.

PCS says it has “made 
progress on a number of 
issues, but not on sick pay,” 
during talks with bosses.
lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/donate-royal-parks 
Messages of support to 
outsourcedworkers@pcs.
org.uk

nWORKERS AT a large 
government office in 
Swansea in South Wales 
are balloting for a new 
round of strikes over 
coronavirus safety.

Members of the PCS 
union at the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency 
are in a long-running 
battle with bosses over 
attempts to force more of 
them back into the office.

DVLA bosses want to 
bring 150 more workers 
back on site—having 
already brought some 
450 more back in June. 

This is despite the fact 
that there have been at least 
800 cases of coronavirus 
among workers there since 
September last year.

The ballot is set to 
run until Wednesday 
10 November. 

Workers should 
vote for action.

AN EARLY-MORNING picket line for City Clean strikers on Monday                     Picture: Gary Palmer

Fresh forces 
for Dundee
UNITE UNION members at 
the University of Dundee 
have voted to support 
industrial action to stop 
workers being plunged 
into “pension poverty”.

Unite’s 100 members 
voted by 78 percent in a 
ballot turnout of 67 percent 
and are set to strike from 
Monday 25 October.

They  are set to join action 
already held by Unison and 
UCU union members. 

The University of Dundee 
wants to replace the existing 
defined benefit pension 
scheme with a defined 
contribution pension scheme 
for those on the lowest 
grades—grades one to six.

That means their pensions 
depend on the gyrations 
of the stock market.

The pension proposals 
will mean a worker on a 
lower grade could lose 
up to 50 percent of their 
pension across the expected 
term of retirement.

Sage strike
is returning
CLEANERS AND maintenance 
workers at the Sage care 
home in Golders Green, 
north London, are preparing 
for more strikes.

They struck earlier this year 
to demand they receive £12 an 
hour and terms and conditions 
in line with NHS workers. 
Talks have led nowhere.

Workers are also angry 
at the dismissal of two 
longstanding union members, 
Adam and Shamila.

“We built a high profile 
campaign, supported by care 
workers around the UK, that 
led to strikes at the start of the 
year during a global pandemic 
lockdown.” said Bile a senior 
care worker at Sage 

“Yet Sage trustees not only 
failed to keep their word but 
also continue to preside over a 
workplace that is short-staffed, 
mismanaged and where 
bullying, favouritism, and a 
blame culture is rife.
lFor solidarity details go to  
bit.ly/BackSage

ScotRail struggle is now 
set to hit the Cop26 talks 
MORE SCOTRAIL workers 
are to escalate the battle for 
pay justice and equality. 

The RMT union has 
announced that train 
conductors will extend 
their strike to each Sunday 
throughout November. 

This will mean 
workers will strike 
during the Cop26 climate 
conference in Glasgow.

As the dispute reaches 
its seventh month RMT 
general secretary Mick 
Lynch said, “It’s about time 
those calling the shots in 
Scotland took responsibility.”

ScotRail engineers in 
the Unite union will also 
strike due to the “reckless” 
actions of management

Since 24 September 
engineers have been taking 
action short of a strike but 

will escalate to hit Cop26.
They will walk out for four 

days impacting 12 depots, 
stations and workplaces.

Unite industrial officer, 
Pat McIlvogue said, “Talks 
have produced absolutely 
nothing. There has been 
no pay offer and no 
movement by the company.

“Now strikes will 
severely disrupt events 
and the Cop26 climate 
change conference due to 
this shambolic company. 

“The Scottish government 
and Transport Scotland 
must urgently intervene 
because the Abellio ScotRail 
management clearly lacks 
the ability, humility and 
intelligence to live up to 
their responsibilities with 
respect to the workforce 
and the Scottish public.”

SCAFFOLDERS FOR contractor 
Actavo Limited working 
on the British Steel site in 
Scunthorpe are continuing 
an all-out strike in a long 
running dispute over pay.

The 60 Unite union 
members began action 
in 2019 and then 
restarted it recently. 

They want workers  to 
be paid in line with the 
National Agreement for the 
Engineering Construction 
Industry (Naeci). The 
rates for the workforce 
are currently 10 to 15 
percent below these rates.

Workers will picket 
gates A, D and G from 
5.30-9.30am every day.

nTEACHERS AND support 
staff at Oaks Park High 
School in Redbridge, 
east London are set to 
protest against bullying.

Workers are acting in 
solidarity with a victimised 
NEU union rep who raised 
concerns about working 
in unsafe classrooms 
at the height of the 
pandemic in January.

Four staff members 
used Section 44 to refuse 

the return to unsafe 
workplaces and demanded 
to work from home. 

Those workers were 
denied permanent 
employment positions.

Workers also stand against 
the local Labour council’s 
refusal to oppose the school’s 
use of strike breaking staff. 
lProtest, end the bullying 
culture at Oaks Park High 
School, Sat 16 Oct, 2pm, 
Redbridge Town Hall

nWORKERS AT plastic 
manufacturer Alpla UK in 
Wigan will strike in October 
and November after a 
two percent pay offer.

Nearly 150 factory 
workers in the Unite union 
voted for 90 percent in 
favour of strikes with a 
72.5 percent turnout. 

A series of 48 hour walk 
outs will take place on 
21 October, 4 November 
and 16 November.  

Alpla UK manufactures 
plastic bottles and containers 
for Britvic, Coca Cola, 
PZ Cussons, Johnson 
& Johnson, Lever, Arla 
Foods, Core Ingredients 
and Princes Foods. 

HIGHER EDUCATIONCARE HOMES ROUND-UP

BUS DRIVERS

RAIL WORKERSREFUSE WORKERS

North Wales bus battles
UP TO 400 bus drivers 
in North Wales are being 
balloted for strikes in a 
dispute with operating 
company Arriva over pay. 

Workers in the Unite 
union will be balloted 
at six depots including 
Amlwch, Bangor, Hawarden 
(Chester)  Llandudno, 
Rhyl and Wrexham. 

If Unite members vote for 
strike action, bus services 
across the region will be 
seriously disrupted. 

The ballot closes on 
26 October and if passed, 
strikes could start as 
early as November.

Unite Regional Officer, 
Jo Goodchild said, “Low 
pay and tough working 
conditions have led to a 
significant number of bus 
driver shortages across 
North Wales and the public 
is facing bus services being 
cut on a weekly basis. 

“This is all down to 
Arriva and other companies 
simply not paying the 
rate for the job. 

“Our members have 
had enough. It is time 
for Arriva to stop the rot, 
think again and give our 
members the decent pay 
award they deserve.”
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Fossil fuel firms grab huge subsidies to continue destroying the planet
THE FOSSIL fuel industry 
receives over £8 million in 
subsidies every minute.

That’s according to 
a report report comes 
from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF)—
an enemy of workers and 
the poor internationally. 

It was forced to admit 
not one country was 
pricing their oil and gas 
supplies to reflect the cost 
of both its production and 
its environmental toll.

Countries offered 
fossil fuel companies 
explicit subsidies to 
lower oil and gas prices 
as well as tax breaks.

Researchers from 
the IMF said ending 

fossil fuel subsidies 
would also prevent 
nearly a million deaths 
a year from dirty air.

As the cost of gas 
and electricity soars, 
governments across 
Europe are responding by 
handing more subsidies 
to fossil fuel companies 
to lower prices.

Handing money to fossil 
fuel companies leads to 
rising CO2 emissions and 
warming of the planet.

For years powerful 
governments have 
made empty promises 
to cut back on fossil 
fuel subsidies.

In 2016 the countries 
in the G7 pledged to end 

subsidies by 2025. Yet 
almost no progress has 
been made since then. 

At Cop26 in November, 
world leaders will 
gather to discuss fossil 
fuel subsidies.

But they are unlikely 
to keep any promises to 
stop funding the fossil 
fuel industry because 
their system relies on it.

Energy prices are 
soaring and there is a 
global battle to secure 
fuel supplies. Natural gas 
has hit a record price.

The price of coal, used 
to generate electricity 
and heating, surpassed its 
all-time peak set in 2008.
This will encourage fossil 

fuel companies to pour 
even more investment 
into technologies that 
deepen the climate crisis.

Royal Dutch Shell, one 
of the world’s biggest 
producers of natural 
gas, revealed it expects 
revenues to go up due 
to soaring gas bills.

This contributed 
to a strong month for 
Shell’s share prices 
which reached an 18 
month high last week.

All new fossil fuels 
investments must stop 
now. Putting energy into 
public ownership is key to 
make energy affordable 
for ordinary people while 
tackling climate chaos.

PROTEST TO TACKLE 
CLIMATE INACTION
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

ACTIVISTS ARE stepping 
up preparations for mass 
demonstrations around 
the Cop26 climate talks in 
Glasgow. The main day of 
mobilisation is Saturday 
6 November, just three 
weeks away. 

The demand for politi-
cians to stop delaying and 
act is urgent.

Every week brings more 
evidence of climate chaos. 
Almost 2 million people 
in the Shanxi province of 
China have been affected by 
severe flooding caused by 
torrential rainfall. 

The downpours destroyed 
up to 17,000 homes across 
the province, and whole vil-
lages have been submerged. 

On  ave rage  a round 
31.3mm of rain falls in the 
province every month. This 
month a huge 119.5mm of 
rain battered the landscape.  

The floods come just three 
months after devastating 
floods in Henan province 
killed up to 300 people and 
displaced thousands more. 

And at least 13 people 
were killed in floods in 
Oman and Iran last week 
due to heavy rainfall and 

a cyclone. Oman had five 
years’ worth of normal 
 rainfall in a single day.  

Deadly extreme weather 
is already causing misery  
a n d  m u c h  w o r s e  i s 
threatened.

But the Cop26 talks are 
unlikely to produce any real 
answers. 

Instead the organisers are 

concentrating on empty ges-
tures. They are preparing to 
roll out the red carpet for the 
queen, prince Charles and 
prince William, who are set 
to speak at the conference. 

Gareth Redmond-King, 
Cop26’s communication and 
engagement lead, said the 
move shows the “seriousness 
with which Britain is taking 

its responsibility.” 
It’s already clear there 

will be a major repressive 
operation to protect the 
gilded elite who preside over 
a world heading for environ-
mental collapse.  

Sec t ions  o f  the  M8 
 motorway could be shut 
down on 1 and 2 November 
to accommodate the arrival 

of leaders such as US presi-
dent Joe Biden. 

The River Clyde will be 
closed to its usual traffic to 
give free passage to police 
gunboats. 

The inconvenience to 
ordinary people caused by 
the Cop conference itself has 
been largely ignored by the 
press, who continue to spout 

lies about climate protesters. 
Newspapers such as The 

Mirror and the Metro have 
repeatedly reported that an 
Insulate Britain blockade on 
4 October meant an ambu-
lance couldn’t get through.

But this was recently 
disproven by the London 
Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust.  It  reported that 
since 4 October, there were 
“no reports of any inci-
dents under the category 
of ‘Transport Delays’ in our 
incident reporting system.” 

Insulate Britain has also 
said its policy is to let emer-
gency vehicles pass, and 
posted videos of its activists 
doing just that. 

Ahead of Cop26 the main-
stream press and politicians 
have tried to demonise cli-
mate protesters—especially 
those who cause disruption. 

But direct action must 
be part of the protests at 
Cop26. 

There is a call for student 
strikes and workers’ action 
on 5 November. We must 
then flood the streets on 
Saturday 6 November.

Join marches on Sat 6 Nov 
London 12 noon, Bank of 
England, Glasgow 12 noon 
Kelvingrove Park. Other cities at 
cop26coalition.org

BORIS JOHNSON and Sir David Attenborough launch the 26th UN Climate Change Conference (COP26)

Keadby 2 gas power station construction site in North Lincolnshire
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